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THE PROLOGVE | 


| i certapne ofthynges aunciente, and 


> N gende: The truthe all onely amonge all thyn⸗ 
——vees is pziuileged, in ſuche wyſe, that whanne 
the tyme ſemeth to haue bꝛoken her wynges, than as im⸗ 
moztall ſhe taketh her foꝛce. There is nothynge ſo entier, 
but it dennniſheth, noꝛ nothynge ſo hole. but that is werp, 
noꝛ nothynge ſo ſtrong, but that it bꝛcaketh.noʒ nothynge 
ſo well kept. but that it coꝛrupteth. Soo all theſe thynges 
tyme acheueth and burieth, but onely trouthe, the whiche 
(of the tyme, and of all thynge that is in the tyme) trium⸗ 
pheth. Neyther to be fauoured of the good, noz to be per⸗ 
ſecuꝰ ed of the pll, maye be, but that ſomtime trouth map be 
ſtopped and hydde, but whan it is diſpleaſed and wyll dil⸗ 
pleaſe, than at the laſte ſhee commeth to à good pozte, and 
taketh land. The fruites in the ſpꝛyngynge tyme haue 
not the vertue to gyue ſuſtenaunce noꝛ perfytte ſweteneſſe 
to ſatigfie the taſte of them that eateth thetrot᷑: but thanne 
. palleth the ſeaſon of ſommer, and hatueſt comethe, whi⸗ 
che tyme dothe better rype them, and thanne that that we 
doo eate dothe pꝛofpte vs, the pꝛołe therof is rpghte ſaue⸗ 
ryneſſe. and gyuethe the moꝛe fozce and vertue, and the 
greatter is the ſtate. J wyll in theſe fyꝛſte woꝛdes ſape, 
that in the fpzGe acges menne were moꝛe eſtemed by thep? 
meke cuſtomes and delycatencs, than they were after re⸗ 
pꝛoued by thep2 grofle and rude vnderſtandynges , Cer⸗ 
tapnely ſomme of the aunciente philoſophers, I ſpeake of 
the mooſte aunciente, as welle Caldees as Grckes, who 
kyꝛſte lykted theym lelues to regarde the ſterres of the he- 
uen, and ſurmounted the byghe mounte of Olympius, 


there to contemplate and regarde the influences: of the 


pla- 


" wat the end tyme gyueth ende to that ſuffrethe IS 
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| THE' PROLOCVH: 
planettes in the heuen: I dare well ſaye, that they haue 
rather merited pardon by theyꝛ ignoꝛaunces, than pꝛap⸗ 


ſynge oꝛ grace by thepꝛ wyſedome. Theſe were the fpꝛſte 


that wold ſerche the trouthe of the elementes of the heuen, 
and pet they were the fyzſte that dyd ſowe etrours in thin⸗ 


ges natural of the erthe. Bomere in his Illlade ſapd theſe 
woꝛdes in ſpeakyng of philoſophers: I pꝛayſe nothynge 


the knowlege ol myne aunceſters, but J can them greate 
thanke and pzayſe in that they deſyzed knowledge. This 
was well ſayde of Homer. Foz ik amonge the auneyente 
men had not ratgned ſuche tgnozaunce, there had not ben 
ſoo man ſectes of partialities in euery ſchole. He that 
hath redde the auncyente antiquities of the philoſophers. 
ſhall not denye me the pꝛelumption of the knowledge and 
ignoꝛaunce ot that they deſpzed to knowe, thc whiche is 
.chyefe cauſe that ſcience is not all one. There is greatte 
nombꝛzeof pattialities, Cinittens, Catoniens, Peripati⸗ 
ciens, Academiens and Eptcutiens, who were as contra⸗ 
ry in theyꝛ opinions, as diuers in they; naturalities. J wil 
not that my penne be ſo diſmealured to repꝛoue ſoo moche 
the aunciente men. that the glozpe all onelp ſhoulde abyde 
with them that be pꝛeſente. Truelp yt he metite guatdon 
and pꝛayſe that ſheweth me the wape, wherby J thynke to 
paſſe. yet no leſſe meryteth he that ſheweth and aduylſeths | 
me of the waye, wherby J maye fayle. The ygnoꝛaunce of * 


the aunctent men hath bene but as a gupde to aduyſe and 


aduertyſe all other, and bycaule they erred we haue found 
ſith the way, to theyʒ great pꝛapſe, and to our great ſhame, 
J ſay that if we that be nome pꝛeſente had bene than, we 
bay knowen leſſe than they dydde. And pk they that were 
than were nowe at this houre, they ſhoulde lurmounte vs 
in znowlege. And that this is trewe it appereth well. Foz 
the auncient ſages, with their dillgece to know the W 
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by theyꝛ cloſe and ferme made the wapes ? But we by out 
| Qowthe folowe not the open wapes. Than to the purpoſe 
that J wyll ſape, we that be nowe pꝛeſent, canne not com⸗ 
playne ot them that haue bene, but that the trouthe (the 
whiche accoꝛdynge to Jul. Gel. is doughter ot the tyme) 
Jun this tyme of the woꝛlde declareth to vs the erroures 
that we ought to flee, and the trouthe of the doctrine that 
we oughte to folowe, But as nowe the humapne malyce 
is lo experte, and the vnderſtandynge of moztalle men is 
lo dulle. that in tyme in nede, in goodneſſe of wyt we fatle, 
àaͤnd in all ylle we knowe moze than we oughte toknowe, 
In ſuche wyſe, that ſome with one parte of the moze, and 
ſome with leſſe, all pꝛeſume to wyn the game. And though 
this be true, yet it is but a ſmalle thynge to that we abyde 
fo: There is ſoo moche that we oughte to knowe. Foz 
the moſte that we knowe. is the leaſte parte of that we be 
ignogant of, as the thynges natutall, accoꝛdyng to the vas 
tuetie ofthe tyme, lyke maner dothe the operations ofthe 
clementes . In ſemblable wiſe in thinges moztali. as the 
ages hath ſucceded,fo are dyſcouered the ſciences. Foz cer⸗ 
tayne al the fruptes commeth not togyther. W han one fay 
leth, an other begynneth to entre in reaſon. J wylle ſaye, 
that yeyrher all doctouts amonge chꝛiſten menne, noꝛ all 
the philoſophers amonge the gentylles were concutrante 
in oone tyme, but atter the deathe of one good, an nother 
came better. The hyghe and lupꝛeme wyſedome, the whi⸗ 
che all meane thynges gouerneth by Juftyce, and depar⸗ 
teth it accoꝛdynge to his bountye, wylle not that at one 
tyme the wo: lde ſhulde want oz be deſtitute ol ſage men. 
noꝛ at an other tyine wante of ſymple perſonnes? ſome de 
ſpzynge the fruite, and ſoine the leaues. In ſuch ſoꝛt that 
tbey ſhulde haue enuye of that other mere impeched. This 
auncient wozlde that ranne in * dayes, the oy | 
. 1107 che 
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che otherwpſe was called the Golden woꝛlde, the whyche 
was ſo eſtemed of them that ſawe it, and ſo moche pꝛap⸗ 
ſed ok them that herde the wꝛytynge thereof, and ſoo mo⸗ 
che deſpꝛed of them that felt no part therof, was not gold 
by the ſa ges tha t dyd gylte tt, but bycauſe that there was 
none yl that dyd vngilte it. This our age nowe is of pꝛon: 
yet it is not called of pꝛon, foz fautc oł ſages, but bycauſe 
the malytious people ſurmounte. J conkeſſe one thynge. 
and J chynke I ſhall haue many wylle fauoute me in the 
ſame, that there was neuer in the woꝛlde ſo moche people 
teachpnge vertue and ſo fewe folowynge the lame. Jul. 
Gele ſaith in his boke, that the aũcient ſages were holden 
in reputation, bycauſe there were fewe teachergand many 
lernets: and at this houre it is conttary.therebe but fewe- | 
lerners and manp teachers. The ſmaile eſteme that theſa⸗ 
ges be in at this tyme mapye be ſeene by greate veneration 
that the ph loſophers were holden in as than, the whiche 
thing was trewe: Homer among the Grekes, Salomon 
amonge the Hebꝛewes, Ligutge amonge the Lacedemo⸗ 
mens, Liuie amonge the Romayns, Cicero amonge the 
Latines, Apolonius Thianeus amonge all the barbarike 
nations. I deſyʒe to haue bene in all theſe ages, whan the 
woꝛlde was ſo tyche of ſage perſons, and ſo pooze of ſym⸗ 
ple perlons, whan they aſſembled out of ferre counttepes. 
and of dyuers realmes and ſtraunge nations: not all one⸗ 
ly to haue hatd theit doctrines, but alſo to haue lene they 
perſones. Ithynke Jam not begyled in the hiſtozies. Foz 
whan Rome in his nooſte pꝛoſpetitie was hygheſt in try⸗ 
unphe, Titus Linus doth wzite it in his hiſtozpes, and 
the glouous ſaint Hierome affirmcth it in the pꝛologue of: 
the by dle that mo people came to Nome to ſce the eloquen⸗ 
ces of the bokes, moe than to top any Romapne triumph. 
Wau Olimpias was delyuered of her chylde the greate.. 
Jlexandze 
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Nexander, Philyp her huſbande and father to the yonge 
chylde wzote a letter to Friſtotle, wherin he ſayde: J gpue 
greate graces to the goddis, not all onely that they haue 
gyuen vnto ine a ſonne, but bycauſe they haue gyuen him 
to me in the tyme that thou mayſte be his mayſter, and he 
thy diſciple. Marc Aurele the emperour,of whom this pꝛe⸗ 
ſente boke entreateth, he ſpeakynge of him ſelfe wzote to 
Polton theſe wozdes: Frende J wyll thou knowe, that Þ 
am not made emperour by reaſon of the bloude of my pꝛe⸗ 
deceſſours no pet fo: the fauour of my lynage nowe pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, but it was bycauſe J haue bene alwayes a tend and 


louer ot the ſage people, and enemp to them that haue no 


good knowlege. Right happy was Rome to choſe ſo va⸗ 
lyaunt an empetour, and ryght fo:tunate was that empe⸗ 


rour to comme to ſuche an empire, not by patrimonie, but 


by ſagenes. Ind pk that aege was glozious in ioyenge of 
his perſone,no leſſe it is to vs to ioye of his doctrines . Þ 
wyll intptle this boke the Golden boke. It mape be called 
golden, bycauſe in ſo hyghe eſtimation it holdeth the ver⸗ 
tuo us.dyſcouetynge in they; tyme this boke with the len⸗ 


tentes, as theſe pꝛinces holdeth theyz myndes of golbe in 


they Indes. But J ſape that at this houte there be moo 
hartes banyſſhed into the Indes ok golde, than to emplope 
them to rede the warkes of this bote. Saluſt ſaythe, that 
there ought great glo;ye be gyuen to them that haue done 
thete hygh and great actes: Aud that there ought no leſſe 
fame and renowůmc be gyuen to thoſe that in a good ſtyle 
haue witten them. Jn thts cafe Jconfeſſe to deſerue no 


-mecptes foz my traduction o2 anp kame, but J demaunde 


pardon of all theym that bt ſage, fo: the fautes that they 
alk fpnde theren . Foz excepre the diuync letters, there is 
nothynge ſo well wzytten, but that there maye be founde 
necellytye of cozrectio!r-, lyne, and _ Semed this to 
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be terwe, by that Socrates was repꝛoued of Plato, 
and Plato of Iriſtotle, Iriſtotle of Jbenrups , Dcilto of 
Sulpice,Lelte of UWarro,Marinus of Tome,Ento of Ho 
race, Denec of Aule Gele,Eſtratocles of Strabo,Teſato 
of Galene, Harmagoꝛe of Cicero, Ozigen of ſaint Jerom, 
ſaynt Jerom of Kuffyn, and Ruffyn of Donate e Sythe 
that in them and in their warkes there hath bene cozrectt- 
on, who were men of hyghe knowlege,itis.no teaſon that 
I qhulde be in theyꝛ fraternitie, ſepng that Þknowelo ly⸗ 
tel as J do to the examination of wile and vertuous men. 
To them I ſubmpt this pꝛelent warke, and to them that 
haue ben luche. I them requyze to be contente to be the re⸗ 
ders and not iudges therof, It were no paciencc to ſuffre. 
no: la we to permptte, that a thynge that a ſage perſonne: 
with great maturitie and deliberation hath wzytten,to be 
dyſpꝛapſed by a ſymple perſon. Foz ones teadynge, often⸗ 
tymes the auctoures and wꝛyters are dyſpzayſed, not of 
them that can traduce and compoſe werkes: but ol them 
that can not vnderſtande them, and yet leſſe rede theym. 
I (aye further of aduantage, that dyuers haue wzptten k 
che tyme of the laide Marke Tureleo emperour, as lero=:  |þ 
dian tote lyttell. Eutropio leſſe. Lampudio pet leſſe. Jus, | 
lius Capitolin ſomwhat moꝛe. The watinges of theym. 
and of other ſemeth rather epitomes, than hiſtoꝛies. Ther 

ig dyflerence bytwene this waittnge , and that they wꝛote 

hetynge ſaye: but they, by whome J haue compoſed 


this pacſent warke, they were wytneſſe by ſpghte, and not 


by hetynge of other, but they wzote what they ſawe them 
ſelfe: That is to ſay among the mayſters, who lerned the 


id empetour theyz ſciẽces, there were thꝛe, that is to ſay, 


unio Naſtico, Cina Catule, and Sexto Cheronenſe, ne⸗ 
uewe to the greate Plutarke. Theſe bene they that haue 
witten this pꝛelent hiſtozie, Dexto Cheronenle in greke, 
5 - | | and 


U 


THE PROLOGYE | 
and the other two in latine. I thinke of this hiſtozie is but 
ſmall notice, bytauſe vnto this houre it hathe not be ſeene 
impꝛynted. vohan J departed from the college of inp ſtu⸗ 
dp, and wente to pꝛeache in the palays, where J fawe {oo 
many ne we nouelties in the courtes, J delpuered mp ſelfe 
with greate deſyze to knowe thynges, and gaue mp ſelke 
to ſerche and knowe thinges auncient. And the caſe foze 
tuned on a day. tedpnge an hiſtozye, I founde therin mat⸗ 
ter to be noted in a piſtel, and tt ſemed to meſo good, that 
A put all myne humapne foꝛces to ſerche farther. Ind af- 
ter in reuolupnge dyuers bokes, ſerchyng in dyuers libza 
ries. and alſo ſpeakpuge with dyuers ſages of dyuers re⸗ 
almes, fpnally J founde this tretiſe in Flozence, amonge 
the bokes lefte there by Coſine de Medicis, a man of good 
meinozy. | haue vſed in this wzptynge, the whiche is hu⸗ 
mapne that that dyuers tymes hath ben vled in diuinitie, 
that is to reduce, not wozde fozwozd, but ſentence fo2 ſen⸗ 
tence, we other interpꝛetours are not bounde to gyue foz 
the meane the moꝛdes, it ſuffyceth to gyue koʒ the wepghte 
the ſentence: As the hiſtoriographes, of whom there were 
{ dpuers,and the hiſtozye that they made was all but one 
tzynge, J wyll not deny, but J haue left out ſome woꝛdes, 
whiche were not mete. noz well ſyttynge, rude, and leaſt of 
valure, and haue medled it with other moꝛe ſwete and 
pꝛofpytable. I thpnke that euerp wyſe man after he hathe 
redde this boke wyl not ſaye that Jam the pꝛincipall au⸗ 
ctour ot this warke,noz pet to iudge me ſo ignozaunt to ex 
clude me clene from it.foꝝ ſo hygh ſentences are not found 
at this pꝛeſente tyme, noz to fo hpghe a ſtyle thep of tyme 
paſt neuer attepned. 


here endeth the 
pꝛologue.'. | 
Here 


MARCvS AVRELIVE 
Here begynneth-the boke of the lyfe of the noble and elo⸗ 
| quent Marke Aurely emperour, 


C Ot the byzthe and lynage of Marke Yurele 
Inthony emperour . cap. pꝛimo. 


the pere of the foundation of Rome. vi. C. 
47 xrxxv. in the Olimpiade. C. lritt . Anthony 
5 the mcke, beinge dead, than conſules Fuluie 


* 
| 


[ 


* 
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BAY | 8 Caton, and Gnee Patrocle in the hyghe capy⸗ 
== 0, the. iii. day ol Octobze, at the demaunde 
ok au the people Romapne, and conſent of the ſacred Se⸗ 
nate, was declared foz emperour vniuerſall of all the mo⸗ 
narche of Rome, Marc Autely Antony. This excellente 
baron was naturally of Rome bone in the mount Celie. 
And accoꝛdyng as Julius Capitoline ſapth, he was bozne 
the. vi. kalendes of Mape, the whiche accoꝛdynge to the 
accompt of the latyns.was the. xx bi. daye of the monethe 

of Apꝛyll paſſed. His father was named Anto Mero. Foz 
the occafion wherof the hiſtoztes dyuers tpincs calle hym 
Marc Anthony Uero. True it is. that Idꝛiane the empe⸗ 
raur called hym Ueriſitmus, bycauſe in hym was neuer 
founde no lyes.noꝛ neued failed the trouthe. Theſe Fnius 
Ueres was a lignage, that auaunced them to be deſcended 
of Numa Pompilio, and of Quintꝰ Curtius the famous 
Romapn: which foz to delpuer the towne of Nome frome 
petylle. and to gyue his perſone perpctuaile memozye, of 
his owne good free wylle he pelded hym ſelle to the ſame 

vozagc, that as than was ſene in Rome. The mother of 
this emperour was called Domictade, as Cyne hiſtozien 

recounteth in the bokes of the lygnages of Rome. The 

Camillcs were perſones in that tyme greatlp eſtemed, by 

cauſe they were accompted to be deſcended of 8 the 

85 famous 
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| famous and aunciente capitayne Romapne, whiche dely- 
nered Rome from the Gaulles, that hadde wonne it, The 
men that deſcended of that lyugnage were called Campl⸗ 
Iv, fox the remembzaunce of Camplle, and the women were 
© lykewple called Camilles, in the remembzance ofa dough⸗ 
ter ok the ſayde Camplle, that was called Camilla, | 
¶ There was an auncpeut lawe, that al Romaynes ſhuld 
haue a particular pꝛiuylege iu the ſame place, where they; 
| pzedeceſſours had done to the Romayne people any greate 
lerupte. Foz this auncient cuſtome thep had pꝛiuilege, ſoo 
that all they ok the lyngnage of Camplle were kepte and 
maputeyned in the hygh capptoll. Ind though the varſete 
ok the tyme, the multitude of tyzantes, the ebulition and 
moupnge of cypuyll warres were cauſe of the diminyſhinge 
of the aunciente Polytie of Rome, and introduced in ma⸗ 
| neralyfe not very good: yet foz all that we reede not, that 
the pzeempnences of the Romapnes were bzoken, but pk 
it were in the tyme of Sylla, whanne he made the vniuer- 
ſall pzeſcriptton agaynſte the Matians. After the deathe 
ok this cruelle Sylla, in exaltynge of him ſelke, 50 ulius 
Ceſar the pitiefull, made dictatour of Rome, and chtefe ok 
the Marians, adnulted and vndydde al that Sylla hadde 
made, and bzoughte ageyne into the auncpente eſtate the 
common welthe, ; * 
C vohat hath benne the condicions, the eſtate, pouertie, 
rycheſle, kauour, oz disfauour of the aunceſtours of this 
Marke Aurelye Emperoure, we fynde not in the auncient 
hyſtozies, and yet it hath bene diligently ſerched foz, The 
ancient Romapn hyſtoztens were not accuſtomed to wzite 
the lyues ok the Emperous fathers , namely whanne they 
be made monarches, but the merites and graces that 
they: chyldzen had, as foꝛ the auctozite that they hadde in⸗ 
hezptynge theyꝛ fathers, Trouthe it is "_ 3 — ; 
wn . apt- 
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Capitolyn the father of Marke Aurelee themperour; had 
ben pꝛetour in exercyſes, and capitayne in the frontiers, in 


the tyme of Traian the good, and Adzyane the wyſe, and 


Authony the meke-einperours. This is confirmed by that 


the ſame Marc Turelec wzot (being at Rodes) to a frende 


of his called Polyon, that was at Rome, ſapenge thus: 
Mau thynges haue J felte and knowen frende Bolpon, 
by the abſcnce of Rome, namely of that J ſe mp ſelfe here 


alone in this ple: but as vertue makethe a ſtraunger nas 


turall, and vyce tourneth naturalle to a ſtraungerk: And 


as J haue ben. x.yercs here at Kodes to rede phiioſophye, 


I therby repute my ſelte as natural of this lande. and that 


hathe cauſed me to fozgette the pleaſures ok Rome, and 
it hath lerned me the maners of the ple. And here J haue 
founde manp of my fathers freudes. Mere was capitapne 
agaynſt the Barbartens, to my lozde Adzian, Anthonpe 
my father in lawe, the ſpace of . xb. yeres, J lette the to 
witte. that the Rodpan people are curteis, aud full o good 
graces. J woldehauc redde phyloſophye as longeas 4np - 


father hadde ben at Kodcs in warre, but J map not: foz Js: 
nie to go and kepe reſidences? 
man rcloplcth to ſe his natu⸗ 


dzian mp lozde commaundeth 
at Rome, howe be it cucrye 
rall countrey. | | 


¶ So by the woes of this letter it is to be beleued, that 


% 
* 


Inio Ucro father to this emperour Marke, hadde applied 


the mooſte parte of his lyfe in warte. It was not the cu⸗ 
ſtome lyghtiy to truſte a perſone, to haue the office of a go= + 7: 


uernour on the frotiers, without he had bene well exercp⸗ 


ſed inthe keates of warte. Ind as all the glozie of tye.Ro=: 
mapnes was to legue after thepm good renowane, the ſapd 
Macke certapnelp was taken foz the moſte vertuous, and 
hadde greatteſt frendes in the Senate, whereby he tru ſted 
on che conqueſt of the moſte cruell ennempes: accozdynge 
Fr | : ; ; as 
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as the ſapde Sexto Cheronenſe hiſto len ſaythe , The Roz 
mapnes all though they had in theyꝛ handes mooſte peryl⸗ 
[ous warres, pet they ha dde in fourec partes of the empire 
ſtronge and entier garnyſons. That is to ſay, in Btzance 
the whiche is nowe Couſtantmople, by reaſon of theym of 
the ozie:ite : And Engades, the whiche nowe is called Ca⸗ 
lex a citte of Spapne, foz loue of them of the weſte: In the 
rpyuer of Rhodano, which is now the ryuer of Ryne.foz the 
Germapnes: And in Colloſſe, whiche nowe is called the 
Khodcs, bycauſe of the Barbatiens. In the kalendes of 
Januarie, whanne tize ſenate deuyded the offpces, beynge 
pourueyed ofa dictatour, and of two conſules perelp. 
Aucontinente in the thyꝛde place they pꝛouyded foz foure 
mooſte excellente barons to dcfende the ſapde foure Fron⸗ 
tiers: The whiche ſemeth to be true, fo2 the moſte famous 
and renowined barons of theyzyonge dayes were capitap⸗ 
nes in the layde Frontiers. The great Poinpcius was ſent 
to the Byzaunces Conſtantinople: The wozthye Scipto 
was lente to the Colloſences and Rodpans ; And the cou⸗ 
ragions Julius Ceſar was ſente with the Gadptapnes of 
Calix of Spapne: and the ftronge eſtemed Marcus was 
ſente to theym of the ryuer of Ryne. This we ſaye bycauſe 
that Anio Uero father to Marc Jurele emperour, had ben 
pꝛouoſte and pꝛetout in the offpces, and one of the capitap⸗ 
nes of the Frontiers, whiche oughte to be in Kome one of 
the perſons moſte eſtemed. 


C What mayſters Marke Atrely hadde 
in his youthe. Cap.t), 


ehaue not by any autentike hiſtozies. from whens, 
AZ) whar,, oz howe, in what maner, oz in what exercyſes, 
oꝛ with what perſons, oꝛ in what londe was ſpent and con- 
6 hy : B. ii. ſu⸗ 
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ſumed the mooſte parte of thelyfe of this good emperour, 7 
But to be ſhozte, Julius Capitolyne ſayth, that he had ben 
xxiij. pere vnder the tommaundement of Adꝛian the empe⸗ 
rour. Howe be it contrarpe wple is founde by other hyſto- 
ryens, accozdynge as ſapthe Sexto Cheronenſe in his 
hyſtozie. It was not the cuſtome of the Romapnes cronp⸗ 
clers, to wzite the thynges doone by theſe pꝛincis, befoze 
they were pzincts, but onely of pounge people, beynge in 
thepz yonge age, hauynge greatte and hye magnpyficence, 
and doyng great enterpꝛyſes. This ſemeth to be of trouth, 
foz Sueton Ttanquylle recounteth largely the fearefulle 
dedes and enterpꝛyſes doone by Caius Jul, Ceſar in his 
pongeage, to ſhewe to pzincts to comme, howe it was a 
great ambition, that thep had to atteyne to the monarchy, 
and but of ſmalle wytte and maturitte to kepe theym ſelfe 
thcrin. It is no newe thynge that menne gape foz hyghe 
and fraple thynges. And the moze higher the magntficence 
is, the moʒe lower they fele foztune. Ind whan they were 
diltgent to accomplyſhe theyz deſpze, as moche thoughte 
had thep to conſerue theyꝛ quietnes and reſte. In caſe than 
that Anio Mero, father to Marke the Emperour, folowed 
the excrcyſe of warres, pet he put his ſonne in the waye to 
lerne ſcience. Foz thete was a la we ſooze vſed and accuſto⸗ 
med, and well kepte in the Komapne polycpe, that euerpe 
titeſens ſonnes that entoped the libertie of Rome, and 
had accomplyſhed.x.peres, ſhoulde not be ſuffered to goo 
by the ſtretes as vacabundes. Noz it ſhulde not be ſufkred 
by the Cenſure, who gouerned Nome, and dayly toke hede 
to the fozfaptes done therin, to ſuffer a chylde noo lengar 
than.r.ycres of his age to playe the chylde. But fro thenle 
fozthe the father of the chyld ſhulde be bounde to nourpthe 
hym out of the circuite of Rome, oꝛ to lape a pledge, that 
his lonne ſhulde do no folyes, Whan Nome triumphed. 
and 
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and by thepꝛ policie gouerned all the wozlde, ft was cer⸗ 


tapnly a meruaplous and monſtrous thynge to ſee it than 
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and no leſſe fearefulle vnto vs nowe to here therof, There 
was at that tyme in Rome.itit.hundzed thouſande inhabp⸗ 
tantes, among whom there was. ti. hundzed. M. pong peo⸗ 
ple, that were ryfrained and bzydled from theyꝛz pong plea⸗ 
ſures. The ſonne of Cato was chaſtyſed, bycauſe he was 
wylfull and pzeſumptuous. And alſo the bzother of good 
Cpna was banyſhed, bycauſe he wente ydelly as a vaca⸗ 
bunde. Without that Cicero begyleth vs in his bokes of 
the Romaynelawes, no Romapne ought to ſtrape abzode 
in the ſtretes of Rome, but if he bare in his hande the ſigne 
oz token of the offpce, wherby he lyued. To thentent that 
euerp man ſhuld kno we, that he lyued by his trauaple, and 
not by the ſwete of other men. This lawe was kepte of 
cucry perſon, The emperoure hadde bozne befoze hym a 
b:ennpnge bzande: The counſulle an axe of armes, the 
pꝛieſtis a hat in maner of a copfe: the Senatours a tonge 
tn maner of a cruſible on thepz armes, the Cenſure a lyt⸗ 
lelf table, the tribunes a mace, the centurions a ſpgne oz 
baner, the ozatours a boke, the gladiatours a ſwerde, the 
tayllours ſheres, the ſmythes a hammer, and in lyke wple 
of all the other offices and craftes. Me maye knowe than 
by this that ts ſayde, that after that Marke Aurclye was 
bozne at Rome, his father in his youthe had taughte hym 
good nurture, And thoughe it ſoo were, that the begyn⸗ 
nynge ot his ponge aege ſhulde be hydde frome vs: at the 
leaſte we are ccrtapne, that the myddell age and ende 
of hym was ryght glozious. His father Anio Uero wolde 
that his ſonne Marcus Aurelius ſhuld leaue feates of ar⸗ 
mes, and folowe ſtudye. And lurely it is to be thoughte, 
that it was done moe by the valpantneſſe of the father, 
than the cowardeneſle of the fonne, excepte the dedes ol 
B. iij. them 
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them that be deed begyle vs that ben alyue, and the cauſe 
tudged by clere buderſtandynge, and that we fynde moo 


ſentences of dyuers ſadde perſonnes, that there hath bene 


but fewe that ben loſte by wzitinges and lernynge, ye and 
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a great mepupe fewer that haue had auantage by armes. 
Reuolue all bokes, and ſerche thzoughe all realmes, and 


fynally they ſhewe vs, that very fewe in their realmes haue 
ben happy tu armes, but there haue beu many famous and 
tenowmed by ſcripture and lernynge. Take here example, 


and ſe if it be true oz not that I ſape. Had the Aſſirtans mo 
than one kynge, that was Minus, one Lygurge amonge 


the Lacedemonians, the Egiptiens one Ptholom?, the 


Icbzewes one Machabee, the Gzekes one Hercules, the 
Macedonteus one Alexander, the Epirotiens one Pirrhe, 
one Hanpball the Cacthagentens, and one Julius Ceſar 


amonge the Romapnes: It is not thus of lerned men: fox 


ik the Gzekes had one Homer, noo leſſethe Grekes vaun⸗ 
teth theym of the, vii. ſages , whome we beleue moze in 
they philoſophy, than Homer in the warres of Trope. Foz 
as difficyle it is to funde a trouthe in Homere, as a lyein 
theſe ſages, Semblably the Romapnes hadde not onelye 
Cicero as ryght eloquent, but alſo they had Saluſte, Lu⸗ 
Lat, Titus Liuius, with a great companpe of noble men, 
and well appꝛoued, who haue left ryght greate credeuce in 
theyz ſcriptures in the faytnge of trouthe, What loſt Cice⸗ 
ro in the ſenate foꝛ vipnge of tnuecttucs? And as we ſap of 
ſo ſmall a nombꝛe of Gꝛekes and latpnes, we mape ſaye of 
the Alliriens, Perſians, Medes, Argiues, Fcayens, Pe⸗ 
niens, Freuchemen, Bzitons, Englyſchemen, and Spa⸗ 
npaxdes. Ill the whiche nations withoute comparyſon 
haue of them ſeife [cfte moze memozye, and haue honou- 
red theyʒ landes and countreycs moze by wzitinge, thanne 
they that haue lefte ſygnes by armes. Than lette vs —_ 
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theſe ſtraunge hiſtozies; and retourne to the ppthe of oute 
'Zemperoure- Marcus Aurelius, as Cutrope recountethe. 
Accoꝛdynge as this excellent baron lerned diners lcpences, 
lo he had dyuers mapſters to teache him. Ho studied gram- 
mer with a mapſter named Euyhozion, muloke with an 
other named Gemins Comode, eloquence with Alexander 
a greke, in naturall philoſophy he hadde to his mapſters 
Comode Calcedonien an auncient baron, whyiche expoun⸗ 


ded to hym Homer: and Sexto Cheronenle neuewe to the 
great Blutatche. Aliſo he ſtudyed in the lawes, and Udlu⸗ 
ſio Mectano was his mapſter. This Emperoure eſtemed 
to haue the knawledge ok payntyng, and to graue in wood 
and mettall, in erthe, and other lculptures, in whiche arte 
his may ſter was Diogenito, in his tyme a famous and re⸗ 
ttowined paynter, He trauapled alſo. to knowe and ſerche 
what extended to the arte of Nygromancye, By occaſion 
wherof he wente openly to here Apolonio. And to thentent 
that there ſchulde be nothynge vnlerned ot hym, he aboue 
all ſciences ſette his minde to Colmographte, tn the which 
fo: hys.. mayſter, he tooke Juno Roſtpco, that ſythe 
wꝛote his lyle, and Cina Catule, the whiche wzote of his 
deathe : and the lyfe of Camode his ſonne. Ok theſe noble 
and excellente barons, that flouryſſhed in thoſe dayes, he 
was taughte in vertues and fciences, Cicero lamentethe 
the aun dient polycie of Rome, bycauſe that he lawe greate 
loſſe in thecommon welthe than pzeſente, ſapenge in hys 
reco:ibe, that the auncient Ronmpnes had alway regarde 
to that parte, where they thoughte mooſte domage and pe⸗ 
rplle ſhulde grow There were. v.thynges amonge all 
other in Rome, wherunto they hadde euer a vigilante re⸗ 
ſpecte, the whiche the lengte neded not to care foz noꝛ noo 
tawe dil penſed-foz theym: and thele bene they: the pꝛieſtis 
were honeſt, and the vyzgins Ueſtales ryghte chaſte: 7 
65:7 penat- 
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penalties tight iuſte, the capitaynes full valiaunte: They 
that taughte ponge chyldzen were bertuous. It was not 
permitted in Rome, that he that was a mayſter in ſciences, 
ulde be diſciple of vices, 


¶ What ſciences Marcus the emperour lerned. 
And of a meruaylous letter thathe 
ſent to Polyon, Cap.iij. 


. VHlloſtrate ſaythe, that it was demaunded 
ok Polion, who was the rycheſt manne ok 
5 the wozlde: He anſwered, it was he that 
bad moſt wyldome. He was demaunded 
agapne, who was mooſte pooze: He aun⸗ 
ſwered, he that had leaſte witte. Ok trouth 


. 

t was a wozthy ſentence of ſuche a perſon, The effect ther⸗ 
of we ſee dayelp by experience, the wyſe flydynge in dp⸗ 
uers chaunces of foztune, reueleth himſelfke. The vnwit⸗ 
ty perſone in very lmalle thynges touchynge his lyupnge, 


not greately decayed, falleth downe. There is nothynge 


that is ſo loſte, but that there is hope of recoueryng it it be 
in the handes of a wiſe man. Ind contrary wyle, there is no 
thinge ſo aſſured, but the recoueraunce therof oughte to be 
feared, if a ole haue the guydynge therof, Jt was axed of 
Xcnophon the philoſopher, whether he hadderather to be 


foolyſhe and a greate loꝛde, oz to be wyſe and pooze. He | 


aunſwered and ſapde, J haue pitie ofa rpche foole, and 
J haue enupe ofa wple manne waxen pooze, Foz if a wyſe 
man haue but one fote, yet wyll he ryſe and kepe hym ſelfe 
frome fallynge: And if ye gyue an abbaye to a foole, yf by 
foztune he fall, he wyll neuer releue agayn. Pe may thynke 
that the father that dyeth and leaueth his ſonne pooze and 
wyſe, that he leaueth to hym moche: And he that * | 

is 
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his ſonne ryche and folyſhe, J thinke he hath lekte him no⸗ 
thynge. Theſe thinges conſidered, Into Uero, father of 
the emperour,as a father that loued his ſonne hartely, was 
not content, to delyuer one mayſter to his ſonne, to matze 
hym vertuous, and to lerne one ſcience wherwith he might 
occupte his vnderſtandynge, but he gaue hym many may⸗ 
ſters, that refrapned hym from vyces, and commaunded, 
that he ſhuld lerne many ſciences, to thentent that he ſhuld 
be the moze belily exerciſed. Whan and howe moche he tra⸗ 
uayled to lerne, and what ſciences, and with whome, and 
with what wpll he leraed, and what he knewe, he wzote 
hym ſelfe, betnge at Agrippine, nowe called Coleyn, to a 
frende of his named Polton, as it foloweth, | 
¶ frende Polion, thou meruapleſt, why that J leaue not 
to lerne newe thynges at the ende of my dayes. He that 
hath but one meate to eate, and can not eate therof, he le⸗ 
ueth it, and pcraduentnre it was holſom fozhpm, and ea⸗ 
teth other thynges, that he ſeeth, whiche maye be hurteful 
to hym. It is a greate magniftcence to a man, to haue dy⸗ 
ucrs ſoztes of meates: foꝛ if he haue noo luſte to one, that 
is good foz hym, he maye take of an other, that is better. 
He that is wyſe, mape vnderſtande me, without any moze 
declarynge. As in all artes, a man is contente at the laſte: 
ſo at the laſt, be they neuer ſo ſwete, they tourne to a wery⸗ 
neſſe. He that knoweth but one ſcience, though he be wple, 
pet he renneth in great daungier. Foz beinge annoied ther⸗ 
with, he wyll occupte his lyfe in other hurtefulle thynges. 
The noble and wozthy perſonnes, that dyd caſte louthe a⸗ 
wape fro them, hauelefte of theym eternall memozie, not 
wyllynge to lerne alonly one ſcience, to attempꝛe they? vn⸗ 
derſtandyng with, but alſo trauailed ta lerne diuers other, 
wherwith they ſharped theyꝛ wittes, to thentente that they 
ſhulde not be dulled and made blonte, In al — thin⸗ 
i. ges 
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ges, nature is with right lytell content, but the ſpirite and 
vnderſtandynge, is not ſatisficd with many thynges. Ind 
ſyth the vnderſtandynge is of ſuche conditfon, that it is 
loſte by lybertie, and is lyghtly encombzed, with ſubtilitie 
it perceth, with quickenes it knoweth, and with ignozance 
it waſteth:it is neceſſarpe, bp tyme to remount to very high 
thynges, leſt it bowe viito lowe and yll thynges. All cozpo= 7 
tali domages, that chaunce to moztall men, are by medict= 
nes healed, oz by reaſon reinedted, oz by length of tyme ct - 
red, 02 els by deth ended: The onelp vnderſtanding, which 
is duſked in errours, and depꝛaued in malyecs, canne nat 
be healed by medicices, noz redꝛeſſed by reafone, noz holpe | 


by counſell. The aunctente philoſophers, in the ſayd hap⸗ 
pye golden wozlde, and golden age, dyd not all onely lerne 
one thpnge, wherby they mighte lufictne theyz lyfe, and en⸗ 
creaſe good fame : But they trauapled, to knowe all that 
was to be knowen, and pet euer ſought to knowe moze. 
In the.lrxv.of the Olympiade, as dyuers perſons were 
aſſembled in the hygh mountayne Olpmpius, to celebzate 
the playes, by foztune thyther came a philoſopher of The⸗ 
bes, whiche had made all that euer he bzoughte with hym, 
He made his ſhowes his cote, and ſewed his ſherte, and 
had wziten his bokes, and ſo of all other thynges, They 
that were there aſſembled, were abaſhed, and meruapUed 
greatly, that one man coude do it. Ye was dyuers tymes 
aſked, where he lerned ſo many thynges. Ind he aunſwe⸗ 
red and ſayde, The llouthe of man is the cauſe, that one 
arte is dyulded into dyuers artes. Foz he that knoweth all 
artes togyther, muſte nedes knowe one alone. This pht- 
lofopher anſwered highly. And ſurely, they that hard him, 
ought to haue ben as greately aſhamed of his wozdes, as 
the philoſopher was of the vapngiozye of his apparel, Let 
cucry man remember hym lelke, and let no man 9 => 
| oꝛt⸗ 
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nn | ſhoztnes of the tyme, noz wekenes of our nature. Foz there 
ts nothyng ſo hard, but it is made ſofte:noz ſo hygh, but it 
t. lape be raught: noꝛ kept ſo cloſe, but it may be ſene: noz 
2 Cubtyle,but it map be felt: noz ſo darke, but it may be lygh= 
ted: noz ſo pzofounde, but it mape be diſcouered: noꝛ ſo dyſ· 
ſeuered, but it may be gathered to gether; noz ſo loſt, but it 
map be kounde: noꝛ ſo impoſſible, but it map be conlerued, 
lk with all our hartes, we occupie our powers in good exer⸗ 
ciles, and applye our vnderſtandynge in hyghe thynges. 
N denp not, but our nature is lyttell wozthe: But Þ knowe 
well, that leſſe wozth is our ſlouthfulnes. I wold demande 
pol eupll men, the whiche pzaye vs. to be good, and axeth 


counſell of vs, foz theyꝛ ſenſualitte, ſapenge, that they be 
wepke and frayle, although they haue vnderſtandynge. to 
inuent eupls, and haue ſtrength inough, to put them in el⸗ 
fecte, and to perſeuer therin, they neuer lacke conſtaunce. 
The cauſe is, we call it naturall, fo2 to do and commpt vp⸗ 
ces and miſeries. And llouthe in vertue, we calle ſtraunge 
and weake, bycauſe of the werkes. 

¶ Lette no man blame our nature, foz beynge weake and 
fainte :nozlay agaynſt the goddes, that they be cruell ; foz 
we haue no leſſe ablenes to do well, than redyneſſe to doo 
pll. Lette none ſay, I wolde, and J can not withdzawe me 
from vice. It is better ſayde, J mape, but J wyll not fo⸗ 
lowe vertue. J wyll not defame ſtraunge realmes, but J 
wyll ſpeake of vs, that the latynes, and by theym (hall be 
ſene, howe they haue benne full of malpce, and that they 
myghte haue done well. J wolde wptte of the dedes, that 


Marcus Anthontus dyd with Cleopatra: The pzeſcrip= 


tion, that Scilla made of the nobles of Rome: Tye cons 
turation, that Catilina inuented agapnſte his countrepe: 
The bloudde, that was ſhedde koꝛ the cauſe of Pompepe, 
in the campe of Pharſale: And the greatte 2 Jus 
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nus Ceſar made of the treaſour. the cruelties, that Nero 
dyd tolhis mother: the ſhames, that Caligula commited 
with his ſyſter, the treaſon that Bzutus dyd to his father 
Gaius: the ſhzewdenes and cruelties, that Domittan dyd 
to the virgyns Ueſtales: the treaſons that Jultus Patro- 
clus bled with the Spliciens and Spculians, the frayes 
and murders that Ulpio the maryner made in the temples 
and churches of Campapne. J wolde knowe of luche, as 
J haue reherſed, and diuers other that J ſpeke nat of, that 
applyed them to ſo many ſhꝛewde turnes, who letted them 
(1: they had wolde) to haue applyed them ſelfe to do other, 
good dedes? All this J haue ſayde my frende Polyon, to 
aunſwere, to that ye haue demaunded of me, That is, in 
what ſciences J haue waſted and confumed mp tyine, 
Wohcrfoze it pleaſeth me, to telle it to the, Anio Ucto wp 
father, ſuffred me but. vitj.yere in mp chyldhode:and than, 
tyl I was. x. pere ot age, I went to ſchole fo to wʒite and 
rede: and fro. x.pere to xiij. J wente to ſtudye with Cufoz- 
mion, and lerned grammer: Fro.xiij.pere to.xvij. I lerned 
eloquence, with Alexander the greke, a famous ozatour:fro 
that tyme to.xxij.pere, was with Sexto Calcedon, ler⸗ 
nynge natural philoſophy. Thoſe ycres paſſed, J was at 
Rhodes, and ſtudyed humanitte, tyll Þ was. xxxij. pere of 
age. Ind tha J went to Naples, where as J was thze pere 
with Fonton a Geke, lernynge greke letters. Ind J put 
my good wyll ſo moche thereto, that J ſpake, and w2ote 
greke moze caſily than latyn. Than J retuorned to Rome, 
where the warre of Dace aroſe, to the wiche Adztan my 
fozde ſent me: And bycauſe that in armes, and in tyme of 
warte, J coude carte noo bokes of ſcience, J determpned 
me, to lerne the ſcience of muſyke with Hieronyme Comoz 
de. to thentent that. J myght wich ſwetcnes of inſtrumen⸗ 
tes, teſtrapne mp body fro certayn vices, whiche as than in 
| | mp 
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my houſe began to take fo2ce. Ill the teſte of mp lyfe, thou 
knoweſt, it hath ben in bearynge of offpces in Rome, vnto 
the tyme that the weyghte of the monarchye was layde on 
my ſhulders. Hytherto the emperour ſpake. 

¶ Than by this letter wꝛiten to his frende, it ſemeth well, 
that without lleuth he paſſed his tyme. It is reaſon, to be- 
leue it holly, in that he hath layd. Foz ſo excellent wozkes, 
that he made, and ſo hygh ſentences, as he wzote, mpghte 
not pꝛocede, but of a pzudent man, and a very wyſe ſpirite, 


(Chowe foz the wyſedome of Marcus, many wyſe 
men flouryſhed in his tyme. Cap.ilij. 


S the lyfe of the pꝛince is but as a whyte, fo2 
all other to ſhote at, and as a glaſſe wherin all 
7 the woꝛld dothe beholde: lo we ſe by experience, 
AA that where vnto a pꝛince is inclyned, the peo⸗ 
A ple trauaplynge to folowe the ſame, haue not 
the diſcretion, to eſhewe the euplle, and kolowe the good, 
Certapily they muſe no leſſe vppon a counterkapte fowle, 
made of fethers, than thoughe it were ok flelſhe, and pet 
at the fyzſte llyght, it leſeth the lybertie, and pet his hun⸗ 
ger is not thereby quenched. Whereby all the wynges of 
lybertie are tourned to peyne of ſeruage, It ts a greatte 
offence, and an tmmoztalle infampe to a pꝛynce, that in 
the ſteede of gyuynge his hande of good Iyuynge, to re- 
leue other, caſteth backewarde his fote of cuyll example, 
wherby all other ouerthꝛowe. Than without compariſon, 
greater is the wyckedneſſe of the people, than the negly- 
gence ofthe pꝛince. Foz if one lyucth pll, and an other fo- 
loweth hym, it is noo meruaple: and though there be but 
fewe, that folowe hytn, it is noo newe thynge. No2 in caſe, 
that manye folowe hym is noo kearekull thynge:but all 
SU the 
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the hole to folowe hym,is a great ſclaunder. If the people 
were ſuch, as they ought to be, one ſhuld rather tozne from 


yll to good foz many, than that many foz one ſhuld tourne | 


fro good to yll, Certainly euerp man knoweth,that though 
we be bounde to folowe the honeſt cõmaundemẽtes of our 
p2tnces, yet we be not bounde to folswe thepz vll lyuynge. 
What (hall we ſap thanne, ſepnge that nowe adayes, the 
delytes of menne are ot lo greatte pzyce, and the rygour ok 
theyz empire, in lo pooze eſtimation, that withoute ſhame, |: 
(ome diſpꝛayſe theyʒ iuſte commaundementes, and folowe 
theyz euyll werkes. O, if the pzinces had ſuche nombze of 
good folke, that wolde fulfyll they commaundemente, as 
they haue greatte nombze of wzetches, that folowe theyz 
doinges, I (were, that there ſhulde be no nede of anp pꝛp⸗ 
ſon foz the myldoers, oz carcans foz blaſphemers, chapnes 
fo; ſclaues, noꝛ heddynge blockes foz traytours, noz kup⸗ 
ues fo2 aduoutrers, noz galowes foz theues, J wyll gyue 
pou example of all this, wherbp ye ſhall ſee, that it is true, 
that J ſape, If the kynge be inclyned to hunte, all wpll be 
hunters : it he be a plaper, all wyll plape: if he vſe armes, 


all wyll tourney: yt he be an aduoutrer, other wyll bſe the 


ſame: if he be fierſe, other wyll be fierſe: pf he be bertu⸗ 
ous, all wyll be vertuous and valyaunte: if he be tempe⸗ 
rate and moderate, all wyll abſteyne: ik he be hardye, all 
wyll be bolde: if he be piticfull, all wyll haue pitie: if he be 
wyle, all wyll lerne. And to the entente, that we blame not 
all onely the pꝛinces of our dapes, lette vs call to memozye, 
the pzincis of tymes paſte, Who that hath redde Dextus 
Cheronenſe, in his boke called the dyuers inclinatttons, 
that pꝛincis haue had, (hal fpude, that Romulus, founda⸗ 
tour of Rome, honoured greatly grauers in ſtone : Numa 
Pompilius, his ſucceſlour, honoured pzteſtes : Paulus 
Emilius, mariners: Caius Ceſar, gold\mythes _— 

| the 
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the capitapnes: Juguſtus Octauius tennps plaiers:Cal⸗ 
ligula, ruffiens Tyberius, baudes : cruelle Nero, ſwozde 
plapers: Claudius, waters : Scilla, armozers, Marius, 
his compagnpon, grauers of ymages : Uaſpalian, good 
/ papynters : Titus his eldeſt ſonne, mynſtrelles, Domitian 
his myghtie bꝛother, croſſebowe makers: And aboue all 
27 other, our Marcus Anrclius emperour, wyfe menne. The 
2 dyuers inclinations, that pzinces had in dyuers thynges, 
bath made to vary the fauour and diffauour of many pzin 
cis, with their people. Ind as the common people regar⸗ 
deth moze fauour, than tuſtice, ſuche offiters are mooſte 
fauoured, to whome pzincts:doth mooſte tnclyne. All thys 
we ſap, to ſhewe, howe that in the tyme of this good empe⸗ 
perour, wyſe men were fauoured. Jf the hyſtoztans do not 
Ipe, ſythe the tyme of Mecena, the Romapne (whiche was 
moche moze happpe, to haue wyſe menne to his frendes, 
than to inuent newe maner ok meates and bankettes) vn⸗ 
to this Marcus Aurelius, haue paſſed. x vii. einperours, 
whiche were Julius, Octauius, Tibettus, Caligula, Clau 
dius, Nero, Galba, Othus, Uttellus, Uaſpaſianus, Ti⸗ 
tus, Domitianus, Nerua, Traianus, Adzianus, Antho⸗ 
nius, and Aurelius, And of all theſe, we can fynde all one⸗ 
ly but two that fauoured wyſe men, that is to fays, Nerua 
and Traian. All the other emperours were nat oneip diſci⸗ 
ples of lpers, but alſo were perſecutours of the trouthe. 
This ſeemeth to be trewe: fo2 Julius perſecuted Cicero: 
Octautus banyſhed Ouide: Tiberius enpoyſoned Calui⸗ 
tio: Caligula cauſed to cutte the thzotes of. ini. ozatoures 
togythet: Nero ſlewe his mapſter Senec: Claudius lette 
his vncle Lucan in pꝛiſon: Othus hanged vp Patroclus: 
Dominian banyſſhed all the ozatours of Rome: Ind the 
moze to ſhewe his curſednes, wha the wiſe men, Þ were ba⸗ 
nyſhed, went out at one gate, ther entred in at an other = 

a 


all vnthzpktes, the whiche by Tytus his bzother, had bene 


banyſhed and exiled, And as J ſaye of theſe kewe in nom⸗ 
bze, I myghte ſaye of many other, Foꝛ certapnely the wyſe 
men were nat thus entreated in the tyme of this good em⸗ 
perour Marcus: and that this is true, it ſemeth by diuers 
excellent barons, well lerned in diuers ſciences, that flou⸗ 
riſhed in his tyme : Julius Capitol in recounteth of theym 


as koloweth Alexander, a greke, Tralion, Polion, CEuti-⸗ 
cius, Anius Macrion, Caninius, Crodtaticus, Foznius, 
Coꝛnelius, Apolonius, Hius, Sextus Cheronenſe, Juni: | 


us Raſticus, Claudius Maximus, Cina Catulus, Clauz 
dius Seuerus, and the renowmed Diogenitus papnter, 
and the well lerned lawyer Uoluſius Merctanus. All theſe 
were in this emperours palapes, and reſident in his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence: And pet koz all that, he had dyuers other wyle per⸗ 
ſons in Rome, and abꝛode in Italy. It was no meru ail, to 
ſe in thole dapes, the multitude of men, that flouriſhed in 
wpſedome. There was no father, but if he had two ſonnes, 
he wolde ſet one of them to ſtudy, and the other, accoꝛdyng 
to the Romapne lawe ſhulde be ſette to warres. And ik 
this emperour wiſt ol any wyſe ponge man aboue al other 
he wolde ka uour hym. | 


¶ Ot the emperour Marcus ſonne named 
Veriſſimus.cap.v. 


His emperour Marcus Aurelius, hadde onely 
two ſonnes, as Herodian ſapthe. The greateſt 
Ml 


and eldeſt, was called Comode, and the pon⸗ 
Ageſt was named Ueriſſimus. He was a fapze 
Z chude of perſon and right vertuous of lining, 
ith his beautie he dꝛewe to hym the eies of many, and 
with his good inclinations, he robbed the hartes of all 
men 
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men He was the hope of the people, and the glozie of his 
fathers age. And though the eldeſt was pꝛynce, vet them- 


perour determpned that the laſte bozne, foz his vertues, 


ſhulde inherpte as the eldeſt. And he that was fyzſte bozne, 
fo: his demerites, ſhulde be diſherited. And as good des 
ſyzes in the beſt tyme faple often by vnhappy chaunce, this 
emperour beinge of. lu. yeres of age, and the ſonne of.rvi. 
the glozie of Rome, and hope of the father, the lyke of the 
ſonne toke an ende. Ind as moche was the deathe bewap⸗ 
led, as the lyfe deſyzed. It was greate pytie, fo: the ſonate 
by reaſon therof ſawe not themperour, noz the olde empe⸗ 
rour fo: ſoꝛowꝛ ſawe not the ſenate of a longe ſpace. 

Rome was ryght heup. and the ſenate withdzewe them to 
the hepght of the capitoll dyuers dapes. And as the my⸗ 
ſtes and wyndes cauſe the leaues to falle that were grene 
in lommer, and the dedes of honoure conſtrapne vs to foz- 
get the mpſhappes of foztune, x as a man of hygh lynage, 
and of ſttonge courage, thoughe that ſozowe remapne in 
his harte, and abydethe locked therin, determpnethe to 
clenſe the bꝛaunches of ſoꝛo wes that is outwarde,fayning 
ioye and myꝛthe outwardely, kepynge the ſozowe within: 
ſo this Marcus the emperour,as a man whoſe vyne free- 
ſeth and dyethe, wherin he had all his hope, contented hun 
with that was lefte behynde. Whan his dere ſonne Ucryſ: 
ſimus was deed, he ſente fo; the pzince Comode his onely 
inhetitour, whiche ſythe the chylde his bꝛother was deed, 
entred not in to the palays. nd the emperour leynge the 
pꝛoude and outragious pozte of his ſonne Comode, bede- 
wed his eien with ſalte —— the ſhame of 
the one, and the deathe of the other. The whiche perceyued 
by Fauſtpne his mother, whiche loued hym moſte cntierly, 
commaunded to haue her ſoune awape fro the pꝛeſence of 


his father. 
D. What 


|| MARCVS 
10 ¶ what wyſe and auntient men Marcus choſe ts 
110 inſtructe his lonne. Cap. vi. 4 


====24 Houghe that the harte of this emperour was 
a > occupied with the deathe of his chyld, pet ko: 
85 5%. 1. all that he reyſed his vnderſtandynge, to haue 
DENA q the pzince his hepze ryght well bzoughtevppe, 
fo certapnelp pꝛincis bene ſuche, whan they ! 
come to mans eſtate as they be bzoughte vp in theyz ten- 
der youth, The father than knowynge the krayle inclina⸗ 
WPI tions of his chylde, not cozreſpondent to the good gouer⸗ 
Wi 11 | naunce of the empixe, as a good emperour ſent ouer all J- 
5 taly fo: the moſte wyſeſt perſons in lernynge, the mooſte 
famous of renowme, and the mooſte vertuous in dedes. 
And as in dyuers thynges the inkamye is greatter in the 
4 yll doinge by malyce.than the faute of the treſpaſſour by 
8; 11 weakenes:ſo in dyuers other thynges,the common voyce 
100 -- ts moze than the ſecrete vertue. Foz. the whiche accaſpon 
100 after the aſſeinblynge ot theſe wyſe menne, the emperour 
"BY commaunded to exampne them, and to be infozmed of the 
1 bloude of they; pꝛedeceſſours, ot the appoyntemente in all 
1 they thynges, and of the treatie of theyꝛ buſyneſſe, and of 
||| the credence amonge they: neyghbours, and of the pure⸗ 
1 nes of theyz lyues, and grauitie of theyz perſonnes and fy⸗ 
6 nally of they; ſciences, that they coulde do, and this to be 
done in an oꝛder. The aftrologiens in aſtronompe, the mu⸗ 
ſitiens in muſpke, ihe ozatours in they; arte of Rhetozyke; 
and ſome in other ſciences. And this not in one daye, but 
in many, and not onelye by infozmatton of other, but he 
wolde knowe hit by his owne pꝛopꝛe expervence. Thus 
they were all exampned, ſoo that there was none lefte bes 
hynde. And as foꝛ perfecte knowledge of thynges, wherin 
we haue great affection, it behoueth to haue ſtraunge 5 
uyle 
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uyſe clere vnderſtandynge, and pꝛopꝛe erperyence : ſo the 
emperour commaunded to chole out of dpuers a fewe, and 
out of kewe the wyleft, and of the wyſeſt the moſte experte, 
mooſt wozthy,and moſte auncient. And acco2dynge to the 
vit. artes iyberall there was aſſigned to eyerye ſcience two 
mapſters: ſoo that the pzince was one, and the mapſters. 
ritit, This renowme that the Emperour ſente ouer all, to 
haue mapſters fo: his ſonne the pꝛynce, cauſed to come to 
hym moo wyſe men from ſtraunge countreys, than of the 
marches and neyghboures of Rome. The good emperour 
conſideringe that it was no reaſon, that ſuche as came to 
his ſerupſe:ſhulde returue myſcontented, ſome with toye- 
full woꝛdes, ſome vpon certapne hope, and ſome wyth gyf- 
tes and pꝛeſentes were diſpatched, ſoo that they were all 
pleaſed. And if this doinge was renowmed by the repozte 
of the wyſe men, it was no leſſe vertuous by the wyſedome 
and wozthynes of the emperour, to lende theym home (oo 
well contente Foz he ſent them away as well ſatisfied that 
were ouercome, as they were cotented that ouercam them, 
And certaynly they had all reaſon,fo: ſome bare the ſwete 
wozdes and ſatistyenge of the father: and ſomme aboode 
there charged with the enterpꝛyſe of the ſonne. pet the 
good emperout, not beinge contented with this comman- 
ded that theſe mayſters ſhoulde be lodged tn His palayes, 
and eate in his pꝛeſence, and accompany his perſonne, to 
ſe ik thepz lyfe were comfoꝛzmable to thepꝛ (ſcience, and whe⸗ 
ther theyꝛ pleſant and wel couched wozdes,agreed in effect 
with thepz warkes. It was a meruaplous thinge to ſee the 
ſtudy and thought that the emperour had to regarde them 
as well in goynge as kedynge. 

D. ii. Howe 


MARCYS | 


¶ Howe it chaunced to fyue wyle men, wher⸗ 
foze they were put out ot the empe- 


rours houle, Cap. vii, 


= Nthemonth of Scptembze;the.rt. day therof, 

m halowyng the feaſte of the Emperours nati- 
uitie, in the ſame houſe where as he was bozne, 
$29 23> 1 the place of moũt Celio. As a trewande and 
doole dothe lpke hym ſelfe, and ſemblablye as 

he is accuſtomed to doo. And lyke as oone dothe the ſem⸗ 
blable thynges and cuſtomes, that he is wonte to doo: ſo 
the emperour ſet moꝛe his intention on wyle men, than his 
eies on fooles. He ſawe. v. of them ſatte beatyng the paue⸗ 
ment with theyꝛ feete, and aroſe from theyz pleaces, clap⸗ 
pynge they: handes ſpeakyngy lowde, and laughynge ex⸗ 
cedyngely, the whiche was noo leſſe marked of the empe⸗ 
tour than beholden. whan the feaſte was doone, he called 
theym aſyde, and ſayde: Frendes lette abyde with me the 


pitietull goddes, and lette the good dedes go with you. 


J haue choſen pon to thentent that foles ſhulde be conuer⸗ 
ted to wyſe men, but J fee wyſe men become foles. Do ye 
not kn owe, that with the fpze of myxture golde is dzawen, 
and by the lyghtenes of fooles wyſe men are pzoued? Cer⸗ 
tapnly the fpne gold defendeth his qualities in the quycke 
fournaycs,and lpkewiſe the wyſe manne ſheweth his ver- 


tuts amonge fogles, wote ye not, that a foole can not be 


knowen amonge fooles,noz a wyſe manne amonge ſage 
folke:Amonge wyle men, the fole is made bzyghte;and a⸗ 
monge fooles wiſe men do ſhyne. Do yo not knowe, what 
ſhame it is to make the diſciples of foles, maiſters of pzin- 
cis. Knowe pe not, that of the couragious vnderitandy1g 
pꝛocedethe the compoſition of the bodye, the reſte of the 
petſon to be the temperauuce of the tonge: what pzofyteth 
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it vou to haue an experte tounge, a quycke memoꝛie, a clere 
vnderſtandynge, great ſcience, pꝛokounde eloquence, 02 a 
ſwete ſtyle, if wpth all theſe graces pe haue a wycked wyll⸗ 
VWherfoꝛe wyl wyſe men haue thep2 woꝛdes ſo diſtinct and 
moderate, if their wozdes be lyghte And to thentent that 
tt ſhulde not leme to vou that J ſpeake of pleaſure, J wyll 


= bzynge to you an antyke lawe of Rome. In the ſeuenthe 
table of the lawes of our fathers was wzitten theſe woz⸗ 
des. We commaunde, that a moe greuous chaſtiſemente 
be gpuen to the wyſe mannefs2 a lyghte dede done openly, 
than to a ſecrete murdeter. O iuſt la we and iuſte men that 


oꝛdeyned it. Foz the ſpmple labourer lleeth but one with 


his knyfe in his angre, but he that is wiſe ſleeth many with 


the euyll example of his lyuynge. Curiouſelye J haue re⸗ 


garded that Rome begpnneth to declyne, when our ſenate 


faplethe of meke and wyſe Senatours, and multyplyeth 
with theſe ſerpentines. The holy ſenate was adozned-with 
olde pꝛudente perſons. And not without teares.J ſaye at 
this houre it is full of tanglers and lyers. Juncientelye in 
the ſcholes of Grece was taughte onely wozdes, leauynge 
the werke:and than in Rome was taughte to do werkes, 


þ and leaue woꝛdes. But nowe it is contrarye, foz nowe in 
grece the lyers and tanglers are banyſſhed,and hath ſente 
them toRome:and Rome hath banyſhed;afidfenc the good 


wyle menne in to Grece: and in this maner J deſpze ra⸗ 
ther to be banyſſhed in to Grece with wyſe menne, than to 
abyde in Rome with kooles. To the pꝛapſe ot a good man 
(J ſweare to you mp ftendes ) that whyles J was ponge, 
I ſawe in the ſenate the philoſopher Criſippus /bzoughte 
vp with good Traian) ſpeake oftentymes :and he was ſo 
lwete in his woꝛdes, that many tymes he was harde moꝛe 
than thꝛe houres to gether, And he neuer ſpake woꝛde but 
it was of eternall memozye, And whan ſoo euer he wente 
D. iii. out 
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out of the ſenate J neuer ſawe hym do dede, wherby he de 


ſerued to haue greuous pepn.Certainlp it was a meruay 
lous thynge to ſee a here the eſtimation of his eloquence, ⁊ 


the infamye of his perſon. All Rome was abaſſhed of his 
high eloquence:and all Rome and Italy were ſclaundered 
with his wycked werkes. The pꝛolperitie of Rome dured 
CCC. pere. And ſo longe Rome was Nome, as it had ſim⸗ 


plicite in woꝛdes, and grauitie in woes One thynge 


I ſhall ſhewe pou, which is great confuſion to them alyue, 
and great admpꝛation to them that be deed, that of all the 
aunciente men I neuer redde a lyght wozd that they ſpake 


no: an puell dede that they dydde. Mhat thynge was ſeene 
than in that glozious woꝛlde, but to reiopce in ſo glozious 
wyle men! Ind nowe at this dape the wozlde is fo cozrup⸗ 
ted, bycaule there is ſo many ponge cozrupt, ſurely J haue 
greatter enupe of they: dedes thanne of our wzytynges. 
They: fewe wozdes and good werkes hauelefte bs exam- 
ple of greate admpyzation-And the wyſe men of this tyme 
teache vs openly, and wꝛite vs ſecretely doctrines of par⸗ 
dition. Than by this that I haue ſayde, and by other ex: 
amples that I (hall ſape, pe maye knowe what J meane. 
Whan the realme of Acape ſubmptted his peryllous hoz⸗ 
nes and his pzoude heed,to the ſwete obeplance of the em⸗ 
pire, they dzewe theym to this condition, that they wolde 
haue benne the hooſtes of the garnyſons of all Aſape, and 
not diſciples of the ozatours of Rome, Ft that ſeaſon there 
was in Rome a greate lozde,ambaſſadour of Acape, tem- 
perate in woꝛdes, and honeſte of lyuynge, with a whyte 
heed:He was enquired of the ſenate, why he was ſo cruell, 
to leade into his countrey foz men of warre, pooze and coz 
uetous ſqpers, and leaue wyſe men of greatte harte. He 
aunſwered with ſuche loue ashe had to his countreye, and 
with ſuche grauitie as longed to ſuche a perſone, and — 
if 
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vwith ſuche hardynes as his offyce required, ſayinge O fa⸗ 
| thers conſcriptes, O happy peple, It is.ii.daps ſith J pete 
any thynge, and. ꝛi. dayes ſpthe J llepte, curſpnge the fa- 
tall deſteñyes of foꝛtune, that hath bꝛoughte me into Ita⸗ 
lrpe, and lamentynge vnto the goddis that kepe me in this 
lpfte, bycauſe mp ſpirite is betwene the harde anuelde and 
the impoztunate hammer, where as J do ſe all is as harde 
as the anuelde, wheron the hammer okten ſtrykethe. The 
thynge mooſte peryllous amonge all perplles, is to make 
election. pe conſtrayne me to choſe, aud myne vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge canne not attapne therto: and the goddis doo not 
ſhewe me, what J haue to chooſe. Ff J leade garryſons 
of menne of armes, it ſhall be verye noykull to the famy- 
lpes, ik I bꝛynge aduocates, it ſhall be perpllous foz the 
common welthe. Dozowfull that J am, what ſhall J do: 
Oh heuye and vnhappp realme, that abydeth foz thepm., 
and ye cruell, that commaundeth theym, Than ſythe it is 
thus, I determpne me to leade theym, that ſhall waſte our 
goodes, and ſpende them, rather thanne thoſe that ſhould 
cozupte and bꝛeake our cuſtomes. Foz a legyon and an 
army by neceſlitie maye put to affliction and ſoꝛowe onelp 
a people. But andozatour oꝛ an Aduocate by his malyce. 
mape co2ruptea hole realme. Than ſayde the einperour to 
theſe wyſe men: Frendes, howe greatte is the credence of 
ignoꝛant people, and loſſe of lerned men: Wherfoꝛe ſhulde 
they of Acaie rather gyue meate to pooze ſowldiours, men 
of armes, than to haue fozthep2 nepghboursozatours and 
wyle ſpeakynge aduocates : So whan this communpca⸗ 
tion of the emperour was ended the. v. greatte, mapſters 
wente awape with greatte ſhame, and the. ix. other taryed 
with greate feare. In all this whyle it paſſed not two mo 
nethes after, that the pꝛynce Comode, was come from his 
nozces, where as he hadde lerned the doctrine of ſuckynge 
of 
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of bꝛeſteg. Alſo he was but of tender age, and not of greate 
delycate vnderſtandyng. The pzince Comode was bene 
in Rome on the mount Celio, and nouriſhed at the gate of | 
Hoſtie. He was moze derely beloued of Fauſtina his mos | 
ther. then hated of Marcus Aurelius his father. And to 
ſpeake with all due honour amonge them the mother held 
her fo2 certapne to be the chyldes mother: and the chylde 
accozdynge to his cuſtomes was moche lyke his mother: 
and the father was in doubte. whether he were his ſonne, 
bycauſe he reſembled but lytel in vertues to the father, 


C Howe the emperour reaſoned with the map ſters 
that ſhulde lerne his ſoune. 
Capitulo, piii. 


FN L theſe matters beinge, paſte, the good em- 
N perout foꝛ to eſteme the thpnge that he hadde 
„. done, and to puruey foz that he had to do, he 
Is aVcalled aſyde the nyne wyſe men, and ſayde to 
— them, There is greate fame in Rome of that | 
IJ haue donc in thempire, to doo ſuche dyligence as to dyl⸗ 
coucr all the wyſe menne, and of the curioſitie that J haue 
ſhewed as in certapnyng of the beſte. Of trouthe pf ye be | 
wyſe, ye can not be ſclaundered of any thynge . The an⸗ 
noyance of yll thynges commeth of wyſedome and vertue, 
but the admyꝛation of good thynges pꝛocedethe of Calle ; 
vnderſtandynge oz leſſe experience. The wyſe perſon wyll 
ſuffre none admpꝛation. To ſhewe at the fyzſte boꝛnte mo⸗ 
tion in euere thynge, ſhewed to be conſtante in nothynge. 
J haue made ſtrayt examination among you,foz ſo ought | 
ſuche to paſſe as ſhulde be amptted to ſtrayte amytyes. 
Ne we amities is werp in thze dayes:and euer haue J ſene 
and pꝛoued by experience, that frendes lyghtelpe taken, 
are 
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are lyghtelp lefte agayne. I chaunced in companpe of an 
auncient Romapne, Whiche was all whyte fo2 aege, and 
bycauſe he merited it, I called hym kather, and he foz loue 
and nurture called me ſonne, the whiche in caſe of aduen: 
ture enqupꝛed many thynges of me, but J wolde make 
hym none aunlwere. Than he ſayde theſe wozdes to me, 
Son beholde, Jn the lawe of frendſhyp it is wzitten, that 
the frende in all thynges truſteth to his frende, fyꝛzſt reg ar⸗ 
dynge who is his frende. Surely this counſel was good. 


The curious man of armes (if he wyll bye a hoꝛſe)fyꝛſte he 


wyll ſe hym renne and aſſaped, oz he ſpeake of the (ale of 
hyin, if he pleaſe hymnot, thought he myght haue hym 
fo: a leſſe pꝛice, he wyll not haue hym, if he pleaſe hym, 
what lo euer the pꝛyce is let, he wyll not leaue hym. Than 
it is a lefull thynge, that the beaſte be examyned and felte 
er he be had into the ſtable. In lyke wyſe a manne ſhoulde 
be exampned, er he be recepued in to amytye. And ik the 
hozſe that eateth but hey, ſtrawe and otes, be lefte foz one 
pill tatche, mouche moze the frende, whiche is the inteſtyne 
of the harte, and oughte to kepe our ſecretes and affecty⸗ 
ons, foꝛʒ dyuers fautes oughte not to be rpcepued in to the 
ſame. There was a philoſopher named Ariſpo, the kyꝛſte 
that was in the tyme of Sylla and Marius, who ſayde 
that frendes ought to be lyke good hoꝛſes, That is to lap, 
that they oughte to haue a lytell heed by humble conuer⸗ 
ſation, quycke of herynge, to the entente that they be redye 
whan they are called, a ſofte mouth, to thende that theyz 
tongue be temperate. The houe of the foote harde, to ſuf- 
fer trauaylle, and theyz handes open to doo good dedes, 
their fete ſure to perſeuer in amptie, a bape colour fo2 his 
good renowme. And kynally the hoꝛs retournethe, that is 
the manuall frende, And thercto ts toyned theſe wozdes, 
That is, that he be without curbes A that he 

hi may 
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mape go where as any fatall deſtenpes, tournethe the bꝛy⸗ 
dell and reygne of foꝛtune. The goddes vnderſtande me, 
though that men can not attapne cherto 02 compziſe it. Re- 
tournynge than to the purpoſe, 3 wyll pee knowe, bycauſe 
J haue taken you fo frendes, not to putte you awaye at 
length. Ind though that cherytrees pzoduceth they? flou⸗ 
res in Febꝛuarp:we abyde not to haue the cheties but in 
Mape. Frendes oughte to be as molbcries, that in ſuche 
tyme pꝛoducethe they? beries, whiche is thep2 fruite, that 
they feare not the froſtes of Mape, as the vynes doo, noz 
the myſtes of Octobze, as the peches and quinces doo. 

J wpll not that they come whanne the pꝛolperitie is good 
and goo awape whan the foztune is nought. Foz that is no 
point of true frendes. As the lyes of wynes cauſeth dꝛon⸗ 
kardes to voinyt to the tauernes, lyke wple aduerſitee d2t- 
ucth awaye faynt krendes out of the houſe, bycauſe the ſer 
uice is not acceptable, without the wyll be knowen of hym 
that dothe it. Thanne holde you ſure of my contentation, 
ſythe that J haue it of your warkes. I come nowe to the 
effecte of our pourpoſe. I haue taken you foz to be map⸗ 
ſters of this chylde, and regarde, that J haue taken you 
kewe amonge many, to thende that my fonne ſhulde be no⸗ 
ted amonge fewe. His nurles at the gate of Hoſtie haue 
gyuen hym two peres ſucke of theyz mylke, and his mo⸗ 
ther Fauſtyne hath gyuen hym other two peres to ſpoꝛte 
hym in the Palapes, And J lyke a good father wyll gyue 
hym.xrx.yeres of chaſtiſemente. It ſooze diſpleaſethe Fau⸗ 
ſtpne his mother to leaue hym ſo lone, and J am ſoꝛy that 
J tone hym lo late. It is no meruaple, foꝛ theſe womenne 
with theyꝛ lyghtenes, and theſe chyldzen with theyz malle 
knowlege, occupy them ſelfe in thynges pzeſent; But woꝛ⸗ 
thy wyſe men oughte to thynke on that is paſſed, and: alſo 
to oꝛdeyne foz that that is pzelente,and with great ſtudy to 
pꝛo⸗ 
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pꝛouyde foꝛ the tyme to comme, Þ thynke on euery daye in 
the pere, and of the daye that the goddes haue gyuen me, 
and of the daye that J gyue vnto you. The goddis to me, 
and J to you do gyue hym moztall to be as a man, and 
than you to me, and F to the goddis do render hym immoꝛ 
tall to be wyſe. What wyll ye that J ſay moe! Certapnely 
god hath made hym man amonge men by the (owle, and 
J haue engendꝛed hym a beaſte amonge beaſtes by the 
kleſhe, pe ſhall make hym a god amonge goddes by ſhape. 
J aſcertapne you of one thynge, whiche is. J haue not gy⸗ 
uen to my chylde but moztalle fleſihe, wherwith he ſhall 
take an ende of his lyfte:but pe ſhall gyue hym doctryne. 
wherwith his memoꝛie ſhall neuer peryſhe, Ff his pouthe 
knewe the weake and fapnt fleſhe that J haue gyuen hym, 
and that his dull vnderſtandynge wold reache to the wyſe 
dome that ye maye gyue hym, he ſhulde calle you fathers, 
and me an ylle ſtepfather. And thoughe he ſape not ſoo, 
vet J confeſſe it, that is, that the naturalle fathers of the 
fleſſhe are ſtepfathers of nobleneſſe, ſythe that we gyue the 
naturalitie ot them ſubiecte to ſo manp multabilities, and 
bonde and captiue to ſo many myſleries. Foz certayne ye 
ſhall be iuſte fathers to hym,yf as nowe pe canne enable 
his fleſhe in good cuſtomes, and than to bzynge his vnder 
ſtandyng to be occupied with high ſcyences. And ſyzs, re- 
pute it not ſmmalle, that I committe to your charge and ar- 
bytremente, that thynge whiche pꝛynces oughte mooſte to 
regarde, that is, to ſee to whome they commytte the nouryl 
ſhyuge of theyꝛ chyldꝛen. To be mayſters of pꝛynces in 
earth, is to haue the offyce of the goddis that ben in heuen. 
Fo: they gouern hym that hath cure to gouerne vs: They 
endoctrine hym that ſhulde teache vs, they ſhewe vnto 
hym, that ought to ſhewe vs, Chaſtyſe hym that oughte 


to chaſtiſe vs, and fynally they commaunde one, the wht: 


E. ii. che 
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che afterwarde aloone mape commaunde all the wozlde: 
What wyll ye thatF hal ſay mozez Foz certayne they that 
haue the charge of a pzince,be the gouernall of the ſhyppe, 
the ſtanderde of an armye, the gouernaunce of people, the 
guyde of wayes, the ſhylde of kynges, the treaſure of all, 

bycauſe they haue amonge they: handes, hym that after: 
warde ought to goyerne all the wozlde, And furthermoze 
to the intent that pe haue hyin in moze eſtimation, wylle 
telle pou, that in gyuynge my lonne vnto you, J do gyue 
you moze, than if J had gyuen you a realme. The pure x 
tleane lpuynge of the ſonne alpue, is the glozyous fame of 
his father that is deade. Foz of hym that the ſonne tru⸗ 
ſteth in his lyfe, dependeth the renowme of the father that 
is deade. Thus haue pe hadde the goddis at wylle, and the 
bzittell deſtenies of Foztune happpe to pou, as vnto this 
holrꝛe pe haue not watched with chylderne of ſtraungers. 
Fro hcnsfozth wake pe with the pzynte, whiche is the pꝛo⸗ 
fytte ot al other. Ind take good hedemp krendes, that there 
is greatter difference in bzyngynge vp of pꝛincis chyldern 
than to teache ponge bopes of the common people. The 
moſte parte of them that come to ſcholes, come foz to lerne 
to ſpeake, but Þ delyuered not my ſonne Commode to you 
to lerne hym to ſpeake many woꝛdes, but foz to ſette hym 
in the way to do good dedes. The gloꝛie of folyſhe fathers 
is to [ce their chyldern vanqupſhe other in dſputynge, but 


my gloꝛpe and iopeis to ſee my ſonne lurmounte other in 


vertue,fo2 the glozy of the Grekes was to ſpeake moche 
and to do lyttell, and the glozye of the Romapnes is to do 
moche and to ſpeaſe but Ipttell 


¶ Howe the mayſters of pzincis ought 
to kepe them from vyces, 
Capitulo. ix. | 

Marcus 
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Arcus Aurelius folowynge his purpoſe iopned 
Athis to his fozeſapde woozdes, c ſapde: Regarde 
wel ip frendes, and fozget nat, that F truſt you. 
. in myne honour, who am my lonnes father: of. 
ß $tudyeaf Comode my ſonne, a of the glozp of Rome my 
naturall countrepe, And of the (ſolace and reſte of Rome 
| which is my lubiecte: Ok the gouernaunce of Italy, whi⸗ 
| che is your countrey. And aboue all thynges of the peace 
| and tranquillitie of our common welthe. Than he that is 
put in truſte with ſuche adminiſtration of other, hathe no 
cauſe to ſlepe. Nowelette vs comme to moe particular 
— ,Regarde as nowe, what thynge is mooſte conue⸗ 
nable foꝛ my ſonne, whiche as a yonge colte wolde go play 
in the grene medowes, and noylome ſhall be the keper to 
hym and a thynge peynefulle to kepe hym therkroo. The 
| fyzſtethynge, wherof J pꝛay vou, is to gyue hym a ſtronge 
bꝛpdell, and a ſharpe bytte, to thenteut that he be well mou 
thed, ſo that none take hym with lyes, The greatteſt faute 
that can be in inen ok honeſtie, is to ſpare the trouthe, and 
not to be veritable. And the greatteſte vyllanye in a vyl⸗ 
lapne is to be gyuen in largeſſe of lyes. Sette good oz⸗ 
der vppon hym. Take hede to his handes, to the entente 
that he acoſtome hym not to demaunde to plape at the ta⸗ 
bles and dyce with ſuche as be loſte and naughte. 
The greatteſt token, that a pꝛynce wyll looſe and deſtroye 
the empire, is whan in his ponge age, he is knowen to be 
ppcious in plape. The plape is ſuche a vyce, that who ſo e⸗ 
9 uer it bytethe, it is lpke the bytynge of a madde dogge, 
the whiche rage endureth vnto deathe. J recommende to 
vou my chylde, though he be yonge, make hym ſad and mo 
derate. Certaynely it is not ſo greate a gloʒy vnto a pꝛynce 
to haue the crowne on his heed, noz a _ of gold about 
0 8 ä 8 his 
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his ſhulders, noꝛ the ſceptre in his hande, noz the greatte 
company and garde that he hath aboutehym, as to ſhewe 
ſadneſſe frome his youthe. The open honeſtye ſupplpethe 
many fautes and debilities.Spate not to caſte on hym 3 
ſtronge chapne,ant to tye hym faſte,thathe goo not to de- 
Iptes and vanities, Foz an effemmate perſone neuer hathe 


ſpitite too any hpe 02 noble dedes.J am greately ſatisfied 


with that the teacher of Nero ſapd to his diſciple, Though | 


J wvſt that god wolde pardon me, and that men knewe no 


myſſe of me, yet foꝛ the vyllany of the fleſſhe, J wolde no | 


ſynne in the fleſhe. Surely they were good woꝛdes, and pl 
bozne away e af Mero. Let not pet goo the reyne. Foz if he 
ſee the yange mares, he wyll neigh oz bzape ik he lee tyme. 


The vyce of the fleſhe in all tymes, in all ages, and in all 
eſtates holdeth his ſeaſone o2 courle, if it paſſe not in the 
grene age of chyldehode, caſtynge of the reyne of reaſone, 
and ftrykinge with the ſpurres of the fleſhe,and blowpnae | 
with the trompe of ſenſualitie.Takinge the bzidell in the 
tethe with a furious wyll, rennyng thꝛoughe mountapnes |: 
and woddes after the mare, In leauynge her goinge but 
ſoktelye and in the ouertakynge moche leſſe. Ind than af: | 
terwarde beinge therin delpberate, the body remayneth im 
potent, the vnderſtandyng acloted and blynded, the reaſon | 
troubled,the good name loſte and pet neuertheleſſe at the 
laſte the fleſhe remaineth fleſhe. What remedie foz this 
J fynde none other but that a greatte quicke fyꝛe, couered 
and laden with earth, dyeth. And whanthe vitious man is 
laide in his graue, he maketh an ende and mape neuer coꝛz⸗ 
recte hym ſelfe. Wherkoꝛe J aduyſe you to gyue noo place 
to this yonge chylde to be vycious. And in the chaſtyſynge 
of hym, gyue noo relpite,thoughe he be pounge, and my | 
childe.and wel loued and cheryſhed with his mother, and 


though he be the only heire of thempire, With chyldꝛen of 
| a ſtraun⸗ 
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a ſtraunger crueltie is tiranny,but àa mannes owne chylde 
pitte ts the occaſion ot his loſſe in t yine to come. It is (He; 
wed vs by trees, how we ought to noztſhe our cinldꝛen. Of 
trouthe thecheſtam trees bunge foꝛth the ſofte lwete cheſt 
nut out of the ſharpe puckinge and hardhuſke, And on the 
nut trees amonge the fwete foftc leaues, is nouriſched the 
harde nutte. Applieng this to our purpoſe, we haue ſeene 

a pitiekull father, bʒinge foꝛthe a cruell ſon, and a cru?! fa⸗ 
ther a pitietul ſonne. He that was lerned amonge all other 
lerned, and renoumed among all other renoumed, Ligiur- 
gus kinge of the Lacedemoniens, in giuinge his lawes in 
his realme. I remembze to haue redde therin theke woꝛdes 
We command as kynges, and pꝛay as men, that al thyng 

! be fo2gpuen to them that be olde and bꝛoken, and to them 
that be ponge aud luſty, to diſſumule fo2 a tyme, ⁊ nothyng 
to be fo2giuen to very yonge chyldꝛen. In good fothe theſe 
vere good woꝛdes ſpoken of ſuche aperſone, and femethe 
reatone. Foz it is reaſanne that the hoꝛs, that hathe runne 
and pafſed his courſe of caryage.ſhoulde reſte hym. And 
who that hath paſſed rightuoulelye, it is Juſtice that he be 
fuffered in reſte. And the chylde that wyll paſfe reaſonne, 
oucght to be refoꝛmed.Cauſe hym to be atwapes occupied 
in vertuous actes. Foz if the vnderſtandynge be dulled, 
and the body louthefull in ſucheacge, with greatte dyffy- 
cultye wylle they dzawe to thynges that be ſtraunge to 
the pz delectatyons,bycauſe that the lyghteneſſe is in the 
heed, and reaſonne vnder the eyes. His pouthe wylle de⸗ 
: m unde vou ſome recreatton, whiche ye ſhall conſyder, ſoo 


- of 


tt be not often-noz to ſeldotne.Fyzſte that it be by reaſonne, 
Sccondelp that they be taken in noble exercyſes. Take 
hede Foz I gyuenot my ſonne vnto you. that ye ſhoulde 
gpue hym recreation, but onely foꝛ to teache hym. 

| . ä (The 
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The henne haupnge her egges vnderher wynges, in that 
ſeaſon gothe not ab2ode in the pardes,and thoughe the eg. 
ges be not her owne, pet ſhe hatchethe theym, as if they 
were her owne, Foz this cauſe at this tyme in Rome of a} 
C.diſctples.lcerre.cometh fozthe withoute doctryne, foz pi 
theyz matters waſt two houresin doctryne with them, they 
leſe with the.rr.houres in mockerye. And therof it is, tha 
of the (mall grauitie of the mapſter, ſpꝛyngeth great bold 
nes and lyttell ſhame in the diſciple. Beleue me krendes 
that the teachers to pzincis,and mayſters to diſciples, p20: 
fyte moze in one day with good exaumples, than in a pen 
with many leſſons, My ſonne ſeynge you dzawe to ver 
tues, wyll dꝛawe to the ſame, if he lee you ſtudte, he wyllt 
ſtudp, ik he ſe you peaſyble, he wyll be ſtyll, he ſeinge pon 
temperate in fedynge, wyli eate but lyttel, ſeing pou ſham: 
faſt, he wyll feare pou, ſeinge you reſtefulle he wyll reſte 
and if ye doo contrarp, he wyll do contrarpe. This ſurely! 
ts true, foꝛ the auncient men onely with the euyl that the 
ſe,eyther do they cozrupte theyz bodpes, oꝛ ſclaunder they 
owne iugementes, as chyldꝛen do, that can ſaye nothyng 
but that they here, noꝛ do nothynge but that they ſe. J. wp! 
alſo that the pꝛince my ſonne lerne the. vn. artes lpberalle 
Fo: J haue taken many of pou, to thentente that pe ſhuldt 
teache hym moche. Ind ik at the laſte we ſhulde be ſoꝛob 
full, bycauſe he hath not lerned all, we ſhall not be ſozy, i 
he knowe moche, noꝛ thynke his tyine yll ſpente, noz be be 
gyled in ſayinge, that he knoweth inough of that ſo pong 
a chylde ſhulde haue to gouerne and rule thempire. A ve 
ry philoſopher after the lawe of lygnage, oughte to hau 
ſpeche at place and tyme conuenyente, to fyght in the feld} 
and to ſpeke in the ſenate, If myne owne reinembꝛance be 
gyle me not, amonge myne antiquities J haue bzought al | 
ſtone out of Grece,the whiche Pythagozas bee ll 
elde 
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helde at the gates ok his ſchole, wherin was wꝛiten with 
his obne handes,thele wozdes:He that knoweth not, that 
he ought to knowe, is a bꝛute beaſte amonge men: He that 
knoweth noo moze, than he hath nede of, is a man amonge 


#11 bzute beaſtes:Hethatknoweth all, that may be knowen. 


is a god amonge men. O mooſte highe wozdes, Glozious 
is the hande that wzote them, the whiche not at the gates, 
as thep were than, oughte to be wzitten but within mens 
bꝛeaſtes they ſhoulde be papnted and grauen. Our koze⸗ 
fathers toke the laſte ſentence of this philoſopher, and 
the fyꝛſt rebuke abydeth to vs they: laſt chyldꝛen. Foz cer⸗ 
tapne amonge the Greekes and Lacedemoniens was at: 
tepned as moche fame by thep; philoſophers and conque: 
ſtes, as by thep2 wzitinges, which they haue lefce vs. And 
our foꝛmer emperours gatte no leſſe loue in they: empyze 
by theyz pꝛofounde eloquence, thanne they feared all the 
wozlde by thepz noble triumphes. Foꝛ a pꝛofe wherof, be- 


holde Julius Ceſar, whiche beinge in the myddell of his 


ya campe, with his lyfte hande wolde holde his ſpeare, and 
his penne in his ryght hande. e he neuer lefte ok his ar⸗ 


mour, but fozthewith he toke his bokes. We muſte not lay 


excuſes, ſaynge with them that be ignozaunte that the ly⸗ 
berall artes are to hye, and the tyme that we haue, verye 
ſhozte. Foz certapne the dylygence of men in tymes paſte, 
repꝛoueth our flouth at this day, One thynge J do ſe, that 
in a ſhozte whyle we lerne all vll, but in a longe ſeaſon. we 
can not lerne goodneſſe. Wyll pe ſe, what is our foztunes 
and deſtenyes, and in what thoughte the goddes doo kepe 
vs, that foꝛ to doo one good dede we lacke tyme, and foz to 
do many ſh:ewde tournes, we haue to mmoche tyme. J wyll 
ſay no moze,but that Þ wolde, my chylde ſhulde be noury- 
ched in ſuche wyſe, that he ſhoulde lerne the feare of god, 
the ſcience of philoſophers, the vertues of aunciente, Roz 
7. maynes, 
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mapynes, the qupetnes of you his mapſters, and the good⸗ 
neſſe of all thepm that be good. as he hathe taken of me to 
be the heire of the empyze. J pꝛoteſt to the tmmoztall god⸗ 
dis, to whom J truſte foz to go, and pꝛoteſt to the hygh ca⸗ 
pitoll, where my bones ſhall be bzente, that neyther Rome 
no we in my lyke, no the heuens in tyme to come ſhal curſe 
me after my death, i by pll Iyupnge my ſonne ſhoulde leſe 
the common welthe, yf by your ſinall chaſtiſement, pe ſhall 
be cauſe of the loſſe of the empire, 


¶ Howe themperour Marcus nouriſhed the pꝛin⸗ 
telſes his doughters. Cap. x. 


Jithat is to wytte, p pꝛince Comode and Ueriſſime, 
He had foure doughters by Fauſtyne his wyfe: 
legittimate ⁊ heyzes ot the emppꝛe. This empe=- | 
rour was ercedyng diligent foz to nouriſhe his doughters | 
As ſoone as any of them were bozne, fozthwith they were | 
put to nours into ſome ferme without Rome: He wolde ne 
yer ſuffre any of his chyldzene,ſonnes noꝛ doughters to be 
nouryſſh ed within the walles of Rome. oz conſente, that 


TR cus Aurelius the emperour had two ſonnes, 
1) 
1 N 


they ſhulde ſucke the bꝛeaſtes of delpcate women. He ha⸗ 


ted delycate and gape nourſes, a they that were labozous 
homely and holſome he loued, and to them and none other 
he betoke his chpldzen to nouryſhe, and he wolde neuer a⸗ 
gree that they ſhulde be bꝛought home to his howſe. 
He was wonte to ſape in his ſpoztynge, I haue moze adoo 
to content theſe nouryſſes, than to marye my doughters. 
Homere ſhewethe, that in Greece there dyed. Arthemio, 
that was kynge of Argtue, withoute any ſonne to inhge⸗ 
ryte:and the noutſe, that hadde nouryſſhed hym, with — 
| er 
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her myght demaunded the realme foz a ſonne of hers; whi⸗ 
che hadde ſucked of the ſame mylke, that the ſayde kynge 
had done, allegynge, that ſoth they were bothe nouryſched 
togyther, and ſucked one mylke, that they bothe ſhulde en⸗ 
herite one realme. This ſayd homere, to repꝛoue the nou- 
eyces of Grece, whiche toke moze pꝛeſumption foz noutylſ⸗ 
ſhynge of pzincts, than quenes dyd in bearynge of theym. 
(Thertoze this noble Marcus Aurelius emperour, wolde 
not that his doughters alonely ſhoulde ſuctze groſſe and 
rude mylke, but he wolde not agree, that any reuerence 
honour, oz ſeruice ſhulde be doone vnto them as it belon⸗ 
geth to the chyldzen of ſo hyghe pꝛinces to be doone, and as 
the cuſtome is to be doone. On a dape as the ſayde empe⸗ 
ktkour was atſupper, a foole named Galindo at whoſe woz- 
des the emperour often toke pleaſure, ſayde: Sy; yeſter- 
dape J came from Salon, and fro the gate of Hoſtie, and 
there J ſawe the emperours chyldzen go lyke labdurers, 
= and J ſe here in thy houſe labourers chyldzen go lyke ein 
perours: Telle me, why do pe dyſſymule as a wyſe manne, 
kon J that ame but a foole, vnderſtandethe it not. The 
/ emperour aunſwered 2 O Galyndo, bycauſe that pet atte 
| this tyme, Nome 1s not Rome, all though thzoughe all 
the wozlde hit be renowmed Rome. In my ſelfe J fynde 
farre moze aſſuraunce, that my chyldzen begynne lyke 
pooze labourers; and ende as ryche emperoures, thanne 
to begynne as ryche emperours, and ende as pooze ſqui⸗ 
ers. Doeſt thou not knowe why Italy is nowe loſt? They 


wolde haue theyz chyldzen to be wantonly and delycatelye 


nouryſthed, and wyll not ſuffre thepm to lyue in trauayle, 
and to leaue thepꝛ heyꝛes pooze and nedy, and theym ſelfe 
to ende in greatte peryll.'Thts aunſwere was lo excellente 
in fame, that it was euer taken foʒ a pꝛouerbe in Rome. 
Whan this emperoures doughters were = two pere olde, 
lt; tncon- 


— 
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tncontinente he pꝛouyded womenne and mapyſtreſſes fo: to 


teache them. Sertus Cheronenfe ſayth, that he-ſerched a: | 


mongethe aunctenteanatrones of Rome, whiche were clea 


neſt ofiyfe;mooſte eſtemed of good fame; of nobicncile of g 


bloudde, ot ſadde wytte, and that had bene mooſte vſed in 
bzinginge vp of pꝛincis chyldꝛen. This emperour was ſo 
thoughtfujlin the ozderynge and teachynge of his chyl: 


dꝛen, that he woldehauendo woman, but if ſhe were of. l. 
pere of age at the leaſt, and. r. yeare a wydowe and that ſhe |} 


hadde nouriſſhed a. C. chyldren, doughters of lenatours. 


Imag:ninge, that ſhe that had medled in ſo manpthynges 
of other mens, ſhulde not be ignoꝛaunte in her owne.Ffter | 

that he hadde pzoupded.'thcſe mayſtreſſes, he cauſed his 
doughters to bebzoughte to theyz houſes, and there gaue 
them theyz charge. And from the birth of any of his dough 
ters, he wolde ntuer conlent, that theyſhulde come into his 
palays;ipli then ſhulde haue huſbandes. It chanced; that | 
Fauſtine the empꝛaſſe chyldeda doughter,and ſhe beynge 
certified that it wag iyke her, and very faire; moued with 
a ſofte harte of womanheed, and with a motherlyaffection 7 
pꝛaped themperour that the ſapde chylde myghte be nozy- | 


ſhed in her pzcſence,ſpthe euery man ſaydez the chyldo was 
ſo fayʒe and ſo lpke vnto them. The emperourè aunſwered 


and layde. Fauſtyne;foz thoſe thynges that all other haue 
ſayde to you, doth it beſeme pou, to demaunde this of mer 


15 
1 


* 
NF 


4 
1 
1 
| 
| 
; 
o 


Fo 
2 
hls 


* 


But Ithat haue red in this tale, and in other caſes haue 


ſene, in no maner J oughte to condifcende therto. Do pon 


not knowe, that the tyme, that the doughter is nouryſſhed 
in the houſe, the father is charged with thonghte, the mo⸗ 


ther with wantõ flatteringes.enuy in the bꝛetherne. bolde⸗ 


nes in the doughter, and foly in the nourpce. J wolde wyt 
ol you, it ſhe were nouryſſhed in the houſe. what pꝛofyt⸗ 


tethe it, ił her mapſtreſfe teache her addeneſſe and honeſtte 
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with her woꝛdes: and we entice her to lewdenes with our 
woꝛkes and dedes : what pꝛefyteth it, if the doughter de⸗ 
ſerue chaſtyſemente, and the mother flatter and make her 
wanton. Moꝛe reaſon it were, that pour doughter ſhoulde 
folowe the good doinges of you, that are her mother, than 
the woꝛdes of the ſtraunge wydowe, that ts her mayſtres. 
Marke well Fauſtyne, if pe oughte to reiopte at her chyl⸗ 
dyſhe toyes. Remembꝛze, that the pleſure of ponge chyldren 
is but chyldes trifles. But if you noryſſhed theym not 
well, as the pleaſures were toyfull whan they were ponge, 


| fo whan they be olde, to refrapne them, ſhalbe greater diſ⸗ 


pleaſure. Therfoꝛe, if you be vertuous. with dꝛawe they? 
tapynge trikles as nowe fo: then that ſhall be vertuous, 


J wyll tell you one thynge, J wolde rather my doughters 


in myne abſence, ſhulde be diſciples to vertues, than to be 


mayſtreſſes in lewdeneſſe in my pꝛelence. And ſythe it is ſo 


I deſire pou, require it not ot me. And J deſyꝛe you that it 
be not fo. am unpoꝛtune on vou, that ve be not impoꝛtu⸗ 
mate on me. J pꝛay pou that you pꝛaye not me. Oꝛels J cõ⸗ 
mande pda, that pou demande it no moꝛe ot me. This hard 
annſweke, of the father ceaſſed the impoztumtie' and pitie⸗ 
full requeſt of the mother · Thus Fauſtyne, all featefulle; 
feingethe father within the walles of Rome durſte not go 


ſe het doughter without, but as pzeuely as ſhe myght. 
] - CHoweMarcus themperour dyd chole and pꝛo⸗ 


ned his lonnes in lawe. Cap. xi. 
Fee wyſe as Marcus Aurelius the empe⸗ 
& wrour ſurmounted in vertues all moztalle men, 
hat dyed ſoo fo2 certapne in marpage of his 
dougghters he ſemed to be kynne tothe goddes 
that euer lyue:bp the grace and gyfte of god, 
F. iii. 02 by 
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oꝛ by his foztune, he was as happye tn vertuouſe ſonnes | 
in lawe, as greattely infoztunate of dyſhoneſt doughters, | 


After the deathe of the good olde manne, with the ſmalle 
thoughte of the pꝛyn e his ſonne in his gouernaunce, and 


vngoodly fame of his doughters in theyz lyuynge, it ſe: | 


med to haue made an ende of the gloztous memozye of the 
father, but pt it were by the ſaueraygne goodneſſe of his 


ſonnes in lawe, that he hadde choſe by his lyfe tyme. It is 


dayelp ſeene, that the loſſe of the father by euyll chyldzene, 
is wonne by vertuous ſonnes in lawe. Than Marcus 
Aurelius, in choſpuge husbandes foz his doughters, he 
toke not of dyuers, that the vanytie of the wozlde offered 
hym: but of a fewe, that ot manpe folkes were eſtemed to 
be ok good behauour, and that to his ſempnge were ſuche 
in dede. And as in maryages all the errour is to couete 
oodes that be in the pourſe, and not to exampne the per: 
onne that is bzoughte to the houſe, He regardynge this, 


maryed not his doughters to ſtraunge kynges, but to ng: |! 
turall bozne Senatours, not to ſuche as dilcended frome |: 
hyghe lygnage, as were the Siptions, Fabzicions, and 


To2quares : but to ſuche that with thep: vertues revſed 
newely good lygnages : Noz he maryed them not to ſuche 
as were pꝛeſumptuouſe of the pꝛowes and dedes of thep! 
p2edeceſſours ;but to thepm that replendyſſhed by the de: 
des of they: owne perſonnes. Noz of trouthe he choie none 


that were very ryche, but ſuche as were vertuouſe: no2 ſu⸗ 
che as were ſoone moued, but ſuche as were quiete: not the 
hygh mynded: but to the moderate, that were no boſters, 
but ſhamefaſte: noo bablers, but (inalle ſpeakers:no qua: | 
rellers, but ſuffrers: not too pꝛeſumptuous, but to thepm | 
that were meke: not to haſipe men, but to theym that were 
pacient: not to theym that were eſtemed amonge the com⸗ 
mons, but vnto theym that delerued laude amonge wyſe 
men. 
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men. Jn this manerhe truſted noo perſonne,foz he mary- 
ed not his doughters to ſuche as were pzayſed a farre of: 
but to them that of longe tyme had ben pꝛoued nerehande 


Jn good faythe herein his reaſone was good, Foz in the 
thpnge that towcheth a mannes honour, he that is wyſe 


| ought not to truſt in the onely infozmation of ſtraungers, 


Nozhe is not wyſle, that is ſo hardy, to doo all thynges by 


his owne ſeminge and opynyon. And he is but a ſymple 


perſone, that wyll do all thynge after the opinion of ſtran⸗ 
gers. And in theſe poyntes the emperourBatcus hadde a 

ood reſpecte to kepe theym: In walkynge good reſte, In 
peakynge great eloquence, in eatynge good temperaunce: 
In anſweringe great ſubtilitie, In his ſentences and deter 
mpnations great grauitie. And therfoze in this caſe of ma 
ryage he was full of grauitie, tyll he was therin determp⸗ 
ned. And this onelp came not of hym but of other, whan 
they came to pzay hym. It befell that in a feaſte of the god 


Janus, the emperour goinge to the campe of Mars, vp⸗ 
pon a luſty hozs fyers and flyngynge,he mette ſoo rudelye 
2 with a trompettour, that courled as a knight vpon a hozs, 


that with the ſtroke of metyng, the trumpettour was ouer 
thꝛowen with his hozſe,ſoo that he was ſlayne, and them- 
perours hozlelegge bꝛoken, and his owne foote hurte, and 
his arme out of iopnte. So greattelp encreaced his hurte, 
that he was in perylle, Italye in heupneſſe, and all Rome 


was in doubte ok his lyfe. And bycauſe a fewe dapes afoze 
that he had communication of a maryage foz his thyꝛde 
doughter, named Matrina, foz the determination that he 
chuld haue made the ſame daye,great ſutte was made to 
hym. But foz the great pepne of his arme, and the bloude 
that was congeled in his bodpe, and the anguyſihe that 
was at his harte, as foꝛ the demaunde that was offered 
hym, he dyfferred the aunſwere tyll an nother dape. 


The 
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The whiche day commen, in open pzelencc he lapde in this 


manier. 


¶ What the emperour Marcus ſayde to the fa: 
ther of a ponge man that wolde marpe 
one of his doughters. Cap.xii. 


== Ftentymes J haue ſene in other, and haue pꝛo⸗ 
dd \| ued by experience, that the ſmalle conſiderati: 


—— 


neſſes nowe pꝛeſente, maketh great inconnent: 


on paſſed, and the greate acceleration in buſy: | 


" ences in tyme to come, onles that at that point 
the thynge be commytted to the vertue of ſome wyle per: | 
lone rather than to his owne ſole opinion. Neuer the leſſe 
in the caſc of mariage, though the father be wiſle,yet with: | 
out the opinion of an other, he ought not to determpn hym 
lyghtelp:foʒ enupous foztune,thoughe ſhe ſhewe her ſelfe 
ſomwhat frowarde in all thynges,yet in this caſe of mary |: 
age, ſhe ouerthzoweth moze that in all the other. He that 
wyll ſpeake of marpage, ought to entre into his owne ſe⸗ 


cretnes, and to thynke pꝛofoundely theron, as ot a thynge 


that all his welthe lyethe in, his credence, his lyfe, his ho⸗ 
nour, his good fame, the reſte of his owne perſonne and 
his fleſhe, whiche is his chylde. Jam of opinion, that yf # 
all wyſe men were molten in a fournayes, they coulde not 
gyue one good counſell to make a mariage. And wolde ye 
that J, whiche am ſymple, ſhuld do it lyghtely by mp ſelfe: |: 
Truely therin behoueth rype and ſadde counſell.Foz ones 
fallen into the perpll therot, none map haue remedye with 
oute greatter perplle. The renowmed Marcus Poztius, 
whole lyuynge was a myꝛrour in his dapes, and his woz⸗ 


des and counſels remayne fo: a remembzaunce.ſayd open⸗ 


ly in the ſenate: O noble fathers and happy people, by the 
decrees 3 
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dectees openly pꝛoclaimed in places accuſtomed. J knowe 
f thatina coũlel and ſenate ye oꝛdeyned thzee thinges, that 
is, ve vndertoke to make a newe warre agaynſte thePar- 
thes, to continue the enmitie agaynſte the Pentens,and to 
marie. v. hundzed matrones of Rome, to. v. C. knygh- 
tes of Mauritanie. And certaynely J am abaſhed, that a⸗ 
monge wple men lo hyghe affap:es ſhulde be ſo ſoone and 
ſodaynely concluded and determined, To ſatiſfie myn vn⸗ 
 Þ derſtandynge, and foz the good wylle that J owe to the 
tountrey. J ſhall ſap one wozde,thatis,to begynne warre, 
sand to purſue hatred and yll wyll, and to conclude mart- 
| © ages. In theſe cauſes a min ought to aſke counſell of all 
the men of the wozlde,and all the goddis oughte to cozrect 
e | and amende it. And. x. M. counſalynges wolde be hol- 
den vpon eche of theſe thynges. Theſe wozdes were woz- 
3 | thy of greate recommendation. Foz one thynge by dyuers 
opinions oughte to be determined: But many thynges by 
one opinion ought not too be determined. And if this be 
t {2 fo2 all thynges it ſerueth then moſt ſpeciall tn mariages. 
Sy fredes,ye ſap, that he that offreth hym to be mp ſonne 
( by in la we, it greately deſpꝛed loued and well named amonge 
the common people. To fell ſuche marchandyſe, ſet it not 
in ſo yll a ſhewe. The credence of an honeſt manne lyethe 
not amonge the common voyce of the people, but amonge 
philoſophers: not amonge many, but amonge fewe, not 
amonge howe manp, but what they be. ye know pour lelfe, 
that at this houre all that the commens thynke is but a 
vapne thynge: that they pꝛayſe is falſe: that they con⸗ 
dempne is good, that they appꝛoue, is nought, that they 
= alowe is ſhamekull, and finally all that they laude, is but 
folpe. They: pꝛayſinge begynneth with lyghtnes, their fo⸗ 
lowynge without oꝛder: and it endeth with kurie. O howe 
man haue J ſene in Italpe lyke the lies = wine — 
4 2 or the 
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of the ſenate, and after put as fpzeb;ondes of tauernes in 
Rome, bp whoſc opinions the cõmon welth is gouerned, 
and with great lyghtnes men put downe, and with no les 
lyghtenes exalted agapne, Beholde here, that the wozkes 
of the people ave holden in mockage with wyſe men: and 
that that is agreed amonge theym us eſtemed but koz va- 


nities with wiſe men. Foz that that is meale with philofa- 7 
phers, is eaten but foz bzaune x chaffe with ſymple folkhe. 
and contrary wyle, the meale of the ſymple, is but bzanne * 
t chaffe amonge wiſe men. Of all that our pꝛedeceſſours 


haue ſykted, in theſe daycs the chylderne of vanitie wozke 
thereafter fo2 they wyll be deſpzed,and hate to be hated, 
All ſuche holdeth a generall rule, thut euery man that de⸗ 


ſyzeth to be beloued of cuery man openlye, can not eſcape 
fro diuers ſecrete fautes. Shall J tel you, who is beſte be 


loued nowe adayes Than harken to me, and J wyll tell 


pou, as moche as it toucheth to whome it map touche. hurt 
who it may hurte, fele it who that mape fele it. The people 
loueth hym that can diſſimule with them, and him that is 
nought, and enutous of them that be good a alſo ſuche as 


fauour lpers, à ſetteth trouth aſpde, and ſuche as accom⸗ 


panteth with mankpllers and murtherers; & to be ſerued 


of theues, and fauoureth quarellers, and purſueth ſuche 
as be ptaſible, delpuereth offeneers, and ſleeth innocentis 


tenometh them that be ſhamfull, and ſhameth them that 
be of good kame: Finally he is moſte ſet by,p putteth them 
that be good fro hym, and is the moſt bayne amonge them 


that be vayne,Certapnly there is greate ſuſpection to ſette 


hym amonge wyſe men, that is allowed of all fooles. And 
the reaſon therot᷑ is, that the commons lyghtlp loue none 


but men that with malyce xefrapneth them that be verty- 
ous, and letteth the rayne llpppe to them that be vicious. 
Truely wile men haue hym as ſuſpect that the commons 


deſyze, 
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| | pou, wherok you can pꝛayſe this your kynſeman,that there 
be noo contraritie betwene his werkes and pour woꝛdes. 
It he be ruſticall, it abateth hym ſooze : if he be of hyghe 
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) deſpte, whiche wyll not be diſpleaſed with his pl doinges. 


O howe often tymes dothe thegoddis permptte the ambi- 


cious man in honours.that pꝛocureth to do pll many days 


without Juſtice, and dothe not beholde the ſodapne hole 


loſſe therot with ſhame! Than take this woꝛde of me, that. 
in the multytude of men there are kewe to be pꝛayſed, and 
5 many to be repꝛeued. 


| ¶ Howe a ſon in lawe ought to be well examyned er he be 


accepted to his purpole. Ca. rut. 


QO e to come to our particalar purpoſe. pe a- 
monge pou do pꝛapſe this ponge man, and yf 
FEellhis werkes be as pour wozdes, pe ſhoulde not 
onelp ſap, that he hath meryted to be my ſonne 
852 in lawe, but rather meriteth to be onelp inhe⸗ 
ritour of the hole empire. And therfoze J wolde wytte of 


bloude, he wyll be pꝛeſumtuous: pk he be ryche, he wylle 
gpue him to viciouſnes:it he be pooze, he wyll be couetous 


ik he be valtant, he wyll be ouerbolde :pf he be a cowarde, 
he is dekamed:it he be a greate ſpeaker, he ſhall be a Iyer: 
ik he be to lyttelle a ſpeaker, he ſhall be noted as vnwyſe: 


pk he be kayze, he wyll be coueted:if he be foule, he wylle 
be ielous. Than if he be qutete of all theſe, J ſwere to you, 
that J wpil gpuehym my doughter Matrine with all my 
harte J do not ſay this vnto you, bicauſe Þ ſuppoſe any yl 


in your kynsman : but to thentente that ye ſhulde thpnke, 
that I ſay it accozdynge to my naturalitie. Ind than ſythe 
I ſay it not agaynſt your credence, fo: the knowledge that 


ke haue of hym, miſtake not my ſuſp ection.ſith that J am 


G.il, hole 
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ment, that with fearfull hardpnes as a foole determineth 
hym ſelfe in high and difficult thynges with ſodayn coun: 
ſell. And therfoze my frendes,if ye be vertuous, be not a⸗ 
baſhed of that that J ſape, noz take the examination that 
J make in a ſclaunder: If I take this younge man to be 
my ſonne, to be ſonne inlawe to Fauſtyne my 'wyfe, huf- 


hole tgnozaunt of this ponge mans lyuynge. Ind J wyll 
not, that pe ſhoulde thynke, that the chylde my doughter, 
that hath bene bzought vp in lo great vertue in my palais, 
ſhulde be maried to this pong man foz the onely kame that 
he hath amonge the people. O howe often haue J ſene in 
our tyme nowe, and haue redde of the wozlde paſſed, the 
whiche as nowe by commaundement ok the goddes, at an 
other tyme by they: yll wozkes haue deſerued it, at an no⸗ 
ther tyme by their ſoꝛowfull deſtenies haue permpytted it, 
wenynge foz to bzynge ſonnes in lawe in to theyz howle, 
haue bought in a hell. In ſtede of wyle and faire dough: | 
ters, haue recouered adders; And ſeekynge ſonnes, haue 
founde balilycke ſerpentes: In bienge of bloudde, poy- | 
ſon delpuered : In ſekynge frendes,they haue founde en: | 
nemies: Ju demaundynghonour.ſhame hath be gyuen: 
and finally in marienge they: chyldzen, wenynge to haue 
lyued merilv, the ſozowfull fathers haue hadde euyll lyfe 
and a wozs dethe. And in caſe that ſuche ought. to be mo⸗ 
ued moze of them that be toyous, than they that bene ſo w, 
of theym that bene topous, as well oughte we to appꝛoue 
the tuſte chaſtiſemente of the iuſte goddis, by the vniuſte 
woꝛkes done to iuſte men. Foz he deſerueth great chaſtiſe⸗ 
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bande to mp doghter Matrine, bzother to Comodus the 


p2ince.fclowe to them of the fenate,kynſman to my kynſ⸗ 
folke, and loꝛde of my feruantes:Jt is reaſon, that ſuche, 
a robe ought well to be regarded, ſythe that ſo many per- 
ſons muſte wearethe iyurrap therof, The gaumente tha 
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ſo many perſons muſt weare, muſt be wyſely cutte, to con⸗ 
tent them all. We ſe naturally many thynges nopkull to 
vs, if it be nere vs, and pet not domageable to vs ferre of 
The ſonne with his ſhynynge beames dothe parche the 
fleſhe of the people of Ethiope, bycauſe hit is nere vnto 
them: and contrary wile it doot he no greefe to theyz per⸗ 
ſones that inhabite in the ende of Europe: fo2 bycauſe it 


: | toucheth them a karre of. There haue bene dyuers ſonnes 


of Rome, whiche beinge in ſtrange countrepes, haue done 
greatte p2zoufyte to the commen welthe, and noo leſſe fa- 


; | medthzoughout the woꝛlde, whiche after they were retur⸗ 


ned to they: owne howſes,haue ſpylte moze bloode of in⸗ 
nocentes, than they had doone befoze of the Barbariens, 
And that it is ſothe demaunde of Julius Ceſar, of Mom⸗ 
peius, ok Splla, of Marius, of Caſius, of Catilina, and 
of Lypulus, of Octauius, and Marcus Anthonius, of 
Caligula, and of Pero, ot᷑ Othus, and Domitianus. 
And as J (ape ot (oo ſmall a nombze of baſlard chyldzene 
that helde Rome, A maye ſaye ot dpuers other tirauntes 
bꝛoughte vppe in Jtalye.Beleue me in oone thynge, All 
that is a greable to vs abꝛoode, agreethe not to vs pf we 
bꝛynge them into the howſe, Foz there goethe many thyn⸗ 
ges betwene the entreatynge of a man in woꝛdes, and to 
be longe conuerfant with hym in woꝛkes. Lyttyll nedethe 
humapne ignozancefoz to begyl and other, and pet leſſe to 
be begyled of many an other. With a meke vyſage, ſwete 
woꝛdes in the tongue, good delyberatton in the perſonne, 
temperaunce in the woꝛde euery one mape begyle an other 
nowe adayes, and by ſhꝛewednes and malyce, is begyled 
hym ſelfe. J ſay to vou, I beinge a ponge mau kiewe the 
famous ozatour Taurin pꝛopaſe dyuers tymes in the ſe⸗ 
nate: and on a day he ſpake foꝛa Romayn matron, whiche 
ſhulde haue maried and honeſt doughter of hers to —_— 
Of; G. iii. er 
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ſter of hoꝛſes, by ſemynge a Romapne,and not very well 
appoynted:And amonge other wozdes he ſapde 2 O no⸗ 
ble fathers, O happy people commaunde not that thinge, | 
that afterwarde pe wolde were not commaunded. An pll 

martage is lyke as he that ſhoteth a pellet of duſte, it hur- F 
teth hym that it toucheth,and blyndeth them that ſtande 


nexte.Dothely theſe were hie wozdes, and the compari: # 
ſon well vnderſtanden, contapneth in it ſentences of gra: 7 
uitie. It is manyfeſt to all men, that an yll ſonne in lawe 
is the deathe of the wyfe that hath hym, ſhame to the fren- 
des that pꝛocured it, and at the laſte an plle ende fo: hym 


ſelfe, and fo2 his father that offered it. Than by all theſe 
thynges that J haue layde, ye maye vnderſtande what 1 
thinke in this mariage. His ſayinges thus ended, the Se⸗ 
nate was gretly edified therwith, and the knyghtes kynl⸗ 


folke to this pong man, greatly abaſhed: and Fauſftin te 


empꝛeſſe (oze cont᷑uſed, foʒ by her introduction the matter 


was moued. And howe this mariage failed, che hiſto nens 


wzyte not, whom we haue folowed in this werke. 


¶ Howe Marke themperour fauozed all nable exerciſes, | 
and hated trewandes and fooles;ca.rutt. -+.. . 


=2 He vertues of this good emperour, and the 
„ knowlege of ſciẽces, the wozthines in armes, 
and the purenes of his liuinge, cauſed hymto 
be named amonge the famous men of Rome. 


The gentel conuerſatio that he had with eue⸗ „ 


ty mau, made him to be renowned amonge the wozthyeſt 
of al the wozlde. The thinge moſt agreable without repꝛe⸗ 
hencion of the greateſt, meane,and leaſt is, that a lozd and 
pꝛynce of many, be communicable and conuerſaunt with 
many,Fll the good werkes of good inen may be condem⸗ 
ned 
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ned with the pll intentions of thepm that be ylle: But the 
good condicions haue ſuch a pꝛiuilege, that of pl the good 
is pꝛayſed, and the good appꝛoucth the ylt. In a mans ly: 
upnge, there is none ſo greate a vyce but by good cõuetſa: 
tion it is couered and hid. And contrary wiſe, no crime is 
ſecrete, but with plle conuerſation at the tyine that it hur⸗ 


teth, it is moze openly knowen. Of two extreinities hit is 


F not ſogreuous to the common welthe, a man to be weke 
and faynt in ſecretenes, & of gentyll conuerſation abzode, 


. as it is of him that is ſecrete, and is rude ⁊ of yll conuer- 
(lation openly. Diters not beinge of good oꝛder and poly⸗ 


tie, we haue lene couerſant a gret while in Rome, only foꝛ 
bheinge well condicioned. And many mo we haue ſene, that 
in a ſhoꝛt whyle akter they were put in office, haue ben (oo 


pꝛoude and haſty in theyz conditions, that they haue ben 


depziued from they; offices. And this we ſaye bicauſe this 
good einperour was ſo toyous of viſage, ſoo ampable in 
his cuſtomes, ſo louinge in his conuerſacion, that lyght⸗ 

ly he wolde caſte his armes aboute the necke, and on the 
ſhulders of them, and take them by the handes, that had 
any thinge to do with him. The pozters ſhoulde not lette 
them that wolde accompany hym in the palaps : noꝛ his 
garde was not ſo hardy to put abacke ſuch as wolde ſgeke 
with hym in the fuldes, In all his ages he applyed to: 
: thatthateuery age gaue hym by nature:Hewas a chylde 
amonge chyldzen, yonge amonge ponge folke, woꝛdely 


with them that were wozdely, good felowe with good fe⸗ 


lowes, a baron amonge barones, hardy with hardy men: 
and kinallp olde with olde menne.He was wonte to ſape, 
whan any in his pzefence that were ponge and not welle 
taught in their language, ieſted at the debilitie of age, oz 
olde men at the foly of youth. ceaue them, ſyth they leaue 
pou. Manp tymes of wyſe ponge men cometh: olde _ 
| nd 
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| And of ponge fooles cuſtomably cometh wiſe olde men; 

8 Naturalyte at the laſte maketh all thynge in kynde. As ok 
| greatte debilitie we canne dzawe but ſmall ſtrengthe,by | 
our naturalitie we map foꝛ a tyme reſiſte it, but not vtter- 
ly mapſter it. am ſoze abaſſhed,that ſomme wyll be ſoo 
lozdely and valiant in vertues, and ſo hygh mynded , and 
yet wyll make vs beleue, that they lyuynge in the fleſhe, 
and beinge of fleſhe,onely kele not the fleſhe. J can not tell, 
ik nature hath made other ok an other nature than J am 
ot, oz me of an other nature thanne other be. Foꝛ J beinge 
neuer ſo faſte incloſed in the ſwete conuerſation of philo- 
ſophy, ven in the beſte tyme, this falſe fleſſhe wolle calle 
atte the gate with his noughtye fleſhe. The moze that 
we reyſe and exalte vs with ſcyente and gette lybertyes, 
the moze lower we doo putte the fleſſhe with her myle⸗ 

ryes.Beleue me one thynge, that if a tree beareth not in 
| Pꝛymetpme his flowers, we hope not to haue the fruyte | 
tn harueſte rype:and a ponge man that hathe not paſſed | 
his pouthe with ponge people, we haue noo hope that he 
Hulde paſſe his age with olde men. And as we may reſyſt 
| our naturalitie, and not cleane to fozdo it, ſo thole fathers 
lf erre:that are ſo extremely affectioned, to haue they? chyl- |: 
Wi dꝛen to begynne as olde men, whervpon. it foloweth, that 
| they ende as yonge. This emperour was ſo wyſe in all 
thynges, that amonge theym that were mery, he was ok 
greate myꝛthe. And in verities he was verye veritable. In 
his paſtimes he was greattely temperate, and a louer orf 
mulyke, ſpecially in good voyce and inſtrumentes, and 
ſooze dyſpleaſed if he harde any dyſco2de therin. He paſ⸗ 
ſed moſte of his pouthe in lernynge of ſciences. Whan he 
came to mannes eſtate, he exerciſed feates of knyghthode: 
he loued diſciplyne and not of adulation. He was apt and 3 
happpe in armes, but pet in rydynge of hozſes he hadde t 
ofte 
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ofte tymes pll happe. In his yonge age he delyted to play 
at the teunys, and at the cheſſe in hys aege. He loued not 
theſe counterfaytynge plapers of farces and mummeryes 
| andyetleſſetrewandes,that bene natural fooles, tuglers, 
and geſters foꝛ pleaſure The players and geſters ſuffred 
great varietie in the empire, accozdynge to the diuerſitye 
| ofcmperours. Julius Ceſar (uſteyned theym. Octautan 
his neuewe dꝛoue theym away, Caligula called theym a- 
gapne, Cruell Nero banyſhed them, Nerua made theym 
tome agapne, Good Traian banyſhed them out of al Ita⸗ 
ly. Anthony ius bzought theym in ageyne: And by the 
handes ot chys good emperour Mareus Aurelius, they 
= ended, And the occaſion was, the Romapus dpd celebzate 
with great ioye, the.iiii. day of May, the greate feaſt of the 
mother Berecynte, mother of all the goddys. The ſacred 
pꝛieſtes flamines diales, wolde haue bought thither theſe 
mynſtrelles iugglers and geſters, fz to retoyce the feaſte 
and contrarye wyſe the holy nunnes veaſtles wolde haue 
done the ſame, ſo that variance felle betwene theym, ſome 
with foꝛce, and ſomme with reſiſtence, and ſome ranne thi⸗ 
der in fauourpnge of bothe parties, and not a fewe, to de⸗ 
= partetheym, The cruell and greate noyſe of laughter a⸗ 

; } monge them, was ſuche, that it tourned the feaſte to we⸗ 
pynges, the pleaſures into fozowes, and they: ſonges in⸗ 
to waplynges. This good emperour laboured to peaſe 
2 thysfurie of the people, and to ſette peace among the ney⸗ 
bours of Rome. han all was done, he made curious dy⸗ 
ligence to ſerche out all the players inglers, and ieſtoures 
ok Rome, aud in all the circuite of Italy, that they myght 


be chaſtyſed, and Rome delpuered of them. And fo: exam⸗ 


j 
| 
| 
ple ot all the wozlde, he ſente theym to the gate of Hoſtye 
and commaunded to ſette them in Galies, and to banyſhe 
| them koꝛ euer, into the ples of Helliſpont : whiche was ac⸗ 
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tomplyſhed, as the n evo'that | 
dape, was neuer ſene at Rome, iugler noꝛ ieſter, as tonge | ö 
as the emperour iyued : But it paſſed not two yeres after 
his deaths; but they retaurned, whan his ſonne hadde the 
rule. And ertepte the bones dodo lpe.thert was in nm ; 
greatternambze a foolenthanod te men. Mtg 165; Bf 


| Cfthego 06d.conuerfation of chisemperour: | | 
nnn N r 


Nad 2 — — —— ü 
| Walgeſters,and ſuche other: Nowe wyll we ſpeke 
Rea 1/4 of his laudableerercyſes of theym that came £ 

to hym ;; Co be well condicioned,the malyte 
of mankynde is ſo:greate;thatas good men are bouude:to | 5 
regarde the yll.fo do they that be vll, regarde to diſtroy the F 
good. The trace of vertu is as good in good thingts, with 
them þ be good, as the vicexdiſſhoneftie ot eupll folbeg. is | 
in euyll thinges. What greatter coꝛruption tn this wozlde z 5 
map be, than a vertuous perſone, foʒ one wozke of vertue, 
can not fynde one to helpe hym towozke it, and whan he 
alone hath wzoughte it, there cometh thenne thoulande to 
gaynſape hyme The greateſt goodnes of all goodnes is 
whan 6yzannies are putte under by vertues acqupꝛed: oz 
to fpnde remedye agaynſte aceuſtomed byces, with good 
mclynations. And the greateſt eupll ot all euyls; is whan 
a perſone foꝛgetteth that he is a manne, puttynge reaſon 
vnder fote,ftraynynge his hande agaynſt vertue, and let⸗ 


teth vice rule the bꝛydell. This emperour Mar. Jurel. ſu. 
ſtepned in his lyke great glozte.tn the eſchewyng the villa⸗ 
up of vyllanies:no leſſe merited he (mmoztall-naemozye, || tt 
nſulſeryuge dyuers dyſhoneſties in the execution = his i 
ex⸗ 
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/ vertues . An vnfallible reule hit is, amongs the chyld zen 
bol vanitie, to chylde the vices: of theym that be bycyous, 
And the vertues welle incozpoꝛate, nouriſſhe many enut- 
| ous. They that be plle, benne alwayes double plle, by⸗ 
caule they beare armour defenſiue, to defende they: owne 
{| puelles : and armes offenſpue, to afſaple the good ma⸗ 
ners ok other. The trowtheis, yf good menne be dyly⸗ 
gente to ſeke other that be good, no leſſe oughte they foꝛ 
to hyde theym from theym that be plle: foz a good manne 
with one kynger, hathe power ouer all theym that be ver⸗ 
tuoule, but foz to withſtande one ylle perſonne, he hathe 
nede ok handes feete and frendes, And thoaghe foztune 
be ylle to good menne, thepz owne pꝛopze fame ſhall be 
ſpente as ot ſtraungiers. This good Emperoure was 
ſtronge in vertue, meeke in wozdes attemperate in his 
exercyſes, homely with euery man, ſadde amonge ſadde 
men, haſty amonge haſty men, mery with iery men, and 
wile amonge wyſe men, as it is couenable to a curiouſe 
wꝛince to be. And whan theſe ate appꝛoued ini the lame of 
good men. by clere vnderſtandynge, as well hall they be 
2 condempnedby theym that haue yll intentions. Thanne 
as the cooles anne not be in the embꝛes without ſparkis, 
noꝛ cozruption ofthe carton without ſtenche no moꝛe can 
he that hath a hole and clere herte be, without infozſpnge 
phym to vtter louynge woꝛdes: And he that hathe an ylle 
harte alwayes oucrcammedhcother, with wozdes of ma; 
= Iyce.Foxi68.certayne;toz:a;bnallitatfan the lauer anaye 
aͤbſtepne his loue:and yette leſſe tyme the payne of: hym. 
that is payned with loue hydde. The ſozowfulle (yghes, 
= (hewethehurieofitha] 


Ahn malſcious woꝛdeg di⸗ 


ſcouer theribofteehane an hu¹,,Mddö aal tus, bycauſe 
that the bountys of;thjis; nod Emneroure Marcus Au- 
relius ſet all his toy and gladnes in them that were good, 

H. ii. and 
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and bewapled them that were pile. Ind as in ſemblable 
thynges, the woꝛthy men ſhewe their wozthynes and wiſe 
men they; wyſdome, deynge vertuoule in wozkynge, and | 
wiſe in knowlegyng. were very wyſe in diſſimulynge. One 
of the vertues;thata wyſe man ought to'haue(wherin he | 
ſhall be knowen as wyſe)is that he can fuffre well, Foz a | 
man ß can ſuffre well, was neuer but wyſe # well manered, 
and ther with to ſuitre the vertue of pll buſines,is a thyng 
teaſonabie, ot all reaſonable beaſtes, and of them that be 
good, very good. And by conttatpe wyſe, the man that can 
not well ſuffre, though it be in very iuſte thynges, hopeth 
not to be werte treated. Ind lpkewiſe as this Emperoure | 
Marcus in all vertues, hach bene egall with all the empe⸗ 
tours of Rome, that haue benne. In this vertue of ſuffe⸗ 
taunce,he hath ſurmounted all them of the wozld. He was 
wont to ſape many tymes, J haue notattayned to the em: |: 
pite,by the ſcteces that I hauelernedof the philoſophers, ' 
but by the patience, that J haue had with them that were 
frowarde and not lerned. And this ſemeth to be true, fo: 
oftentymes this Emperour: bepnge with the Senate at 
Colliſee,oz the Senate with hym in the hygh Capytdlle, 
he ſeynge in his pꝛeſence dyuers that pzayſed hym, and o⸗ 
ther, that in his abſence amonge the people blamed hym, 
and tebuked hym, his attemperaunte pet was ſo greatte, 
and ſhewed hym ſelfe ſo iuſte with one and other, that ney 
ther his krendes, that agreed with hym, were ſo;owful, no; 
his ennemies, foꝛ any diſfauour: went away complayning 
and angryrfe. i , : 0 ee 
7 „ %% eg nor £3528 £3018 2451] 63.4 3 = 
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72A onge the ſolemne feaſtes, ö the auncient 
4 Romapynes had tnuented, was one of the 
god Janus, kept the fpaſte dape of the pere, 

, hiche as nowe is the fyꝛſt daye of Jan: 

45 . 2 'uer: He was papnted with two faces, to 
ihewe, that it was the laſte daye of the pere 
paſſed, and the begynnyng of the newe pere. To this god 
was dedicate a ſumptuous temple in Rome: which — 
Numa Pöpilius, called it the temple of peace. And except 
the temple of Jupiter, it was holden in moſte reuerence of 
all other. Whan the Romayne einperout wente oꝛ came to 
Rome, to vyſite the hygh capitol, and the veſtall vyzgins, 


! fozhwith they wente to pꝛaye, wozſhyp, and to offre at the 


temple of Janus. The day ok celebzation of the ſapd feaſt, 

all Rome reiopced, and put on them the beſte clothes that 
they hadde,bzennynge great lyghtes in euery houſe, and 
made many playes of interludes, ot᷑ geſtes and iuglyng, d 
watched all nyght in the temples, a delyuered al the paſo- 
ners that were in pꝛilon fo2 dette,@payde the debtes with 
the common treaſout. They had tables with meate befoze 


their doozes, in ſuche aboundaunce, that moze was left thi 


eaten, wherwith all the pooze folkes in Rome were rele- 


| ued. The Romapyns thought, that what ſo euer they ſpent 


that daye. that the god Jano ( whiche was god of tymes 
wolde rewarde them double. The Romapnes ſayde, that 
this god Janus was not vnkynde noz no nygarde, fo: pt 


they ſpente a lpttell, he wolde recompence theym with a 


great deale. At this feaſte was made greate p2oceſſions, 


. uerp lozte of people by them ſelfe, the ſenate wente apart, 
the pꝛieſtes aparte, The Cenſozes aparte, the Plebeynes 


k gparte,'Themacrones and yonge maydes by them ſelfe, 
did the ambaſſadours went in pꝛoceſſion with all the cap⸗ 
: Aer and pziſoners;Thus they wente euer two and twa: 


H. iii. 1 
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the ende of one company, was the begynupng ok an other, 


And thys out of the temple Janus, they wente abotite 1 


all the temples of Rome, and ſoo out of Pozte latine into 
the fieldes, and rounde aboute the walles of Rome. And 
by cauſe the circuite of Rome was greatte;the pꝛoceſſpons 


went but from one gate to an other, ſo that towarde nyght 
all the pzocefſpons of Rome had gone euerychone in they 
companye aboute: And that done, they returned all into 


the temple, that they caine out of, and there offered echeone 


as they myght. And in the ſayde pꝛoceſſyons it was of cu⸗ 5 
ſtome, that the emperours went accompanyed with the ſe⸗ 
natours : but this good emperour was loo familier, that | 


he wolde honour and accompanye every man. Jt was ac |! 
cuſtomed in Rome, that the ſayde daye themperour ſhulde [7 


weare on his robe, and mantell imperyall , And all pꝛyſo- 
ners and captiues that might touch him with theyꝛ hand, 
were deliuered, ⁊ all treſpaſſours were pardoned,and ban! 
ſhed folke were korgiuen, and called agayne. And this em⸗ 
perour to vſe his clemency; and to leaue after hym perpe- 
tuall memozte.lefte the pꝛoceſſyon of ſenatours and with⸗ 
out any gard, went the pꝛoceſſion with pꝛiſoners and cap⸗ 
tiues. The whiche doynge, was occaſpon to ieaue behynd 
hym perpetuall memoꝛie of hym ſelfe, and great example 


of clemencie and lowlynes the pꝛynces fo2 to come. Howe 
be it there is nothynge ſo well done of them that be good, 
but fozthwith it ſhalbe contraryed of them that be yll; And 


therfoze this example was ſoo moche diſpꝛayſed of theym 
that were yll, as pꝛayſed and allowed ok thyem that were 
good. Ind in lykewiſe as among them that be good, there 

is one noted to be pure good, ſo amonge theym that be pil, | 


there is one noted to be ryght lle. Ind that warte ig, that 
the vertuoule perſon eſtemeth not the gloꝛye ol his pegtize 
ſo great, as the malicious perſon by his malice 1a * 
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«his ts ſapde, bycanſe there was a ſenatour in the ſenate, 
named Fuluius, whiche was as blacke by his malpce, as 
whyte by his heates. He laboured ſooze in the dayes of A⸗ 
dꝛian to haue ben emperour, and had Marcus always as 


tompetitour. And as it is a naturall thynge to theym that 
haue pil hartes, to ſhewe theyꝛ malyce in final thynges, ſo 


this emperoyr dyd neuer no good thynge openly; but this 


Fuluius wolde grudge therat ſecretly. And though this 
emperour was greatly pzayfed fo the delyuerynge of pꝛi⸗ 
= foners;yet the ſapde lenatoux coude not haue the pꝛudence 
kon to ſuffre it, and ſo part in mockery, and parte in erneſt, 
ge layde theſe woꝛdes to the emperour in the ſenate: Why 
= gyucft thou thy ſelfe to all men! | 


.. CC How Marcus the emperour aunſwered a ſe⸗ 
5 natour in the ſenate.Cap.xvi. | 


de emperour Marcus Aut᷑ hering what the ſe 
nato: had ſayde to him, in 8 pᷣſence of the ſena 
e ctosꝛs, b is to wite, herfoze he gaue him to all 
N meu, e aunſwered, Frende, J gyue me to all 
men, bytauſe all men gyue them to me, and ar 


| gladofme;Beleue me, that ouer greate rygour in a pꝛince 


cauſed hatred of the people. The goddis wyll not, no the 
lawes permpt not, noʒthe agreemente of the comon welthe 
wyll not ſuffte, p pꝛinces be loꝛdes ouer many, a to accom⸗ 


paͤny but with a fewe, J haue redde in bokes & haue pꝛo⸗ 


ked it by my ſelfe, that che loue of ſubiectes, the ſuertie of 


the pzince, the dignitie of themppꝛe, and the honour of the 


HSBenate, do conſerue the pꝛince, not with rigour, but with 


gentylt conuerſation. The fyſher goeth not to take dyuers 


| fyſhes.of the riuer with one bapte, noz Þ mariner with one 


nette entreth into the ſee. J pꝛomple you the depneſle of 
good 


MARCVS | 
good wylles ought tobe wonne with the depneſſe of the 


harte, ſome with gyftes. ſome with wozdes, ſome with pꝛo 


myſes, and ſome with fauoures , The inſaciate couetous 
men areneucr content, noz wpll open they; affection, but 
locke vp thepꝛ treaſours. And lucye as ſerueth foz loue, ar 


lefſe content with openyng of their treaſure, than lockpng | 
vp their wylles. It is an olde pꝛouerbe of Pythagozas: # 


Loue is payde with other loue, O hob pl foztuneitis ta g 
pꝛince, x how vnhappy it is to a comon welth, whan ß peo: 
ple ſerue not thepz lozdes,but foz rewardes,x the lozdes to 


kepe 4 mapntapn them, but foꝛ thepz ſeruice. With dtuers | 
ſtones and one ciment, bupldynge ts repſed,and of divers | 
men, and one loꝛde, is compoſed a common welth, And vx 
geometrie begile me not, the mozter that iopneth one ſtone |: 
with an other, ought not be medled with ſande and leche,xg 
lyme by reaſon. Seperate the ſtones, and the wal openeth, 
and let the cymente fayle, and the edifyce falleth. He that is 
wyſe, may well vnderſtande me. Loue betwene neybours 
ſuffereth to be mitigate with water: but it is requpſite, 
that the loue of the pzince and his people be pure. D⸗ 
uers trowbles, and atte dyuers tymes, J haue ſeene a- 
mong the common people of Rome in one day moued and 
appeaſed:but one dyſcozde repſed betwene the lozde and 
the commen welthe, vnto the death, is neuer accozde. It 
is a difficple thynge, to make appontement of many with 
manp, and inoze difficyle, to accozde one with an nother. 
But without compariſon,moze harder it is, to appoynt dt: Z © 
uers with one, than one with dyuers. And in this caſe 


wyl not laue the pzince.noz leue the people vncondẽpned. 


Fro whens (as pe thynk ) cometh it now adaps, that loꝛdis 
with annoyance commaunde vniuſte thinges, and in iuſt 
thynges the ſubiectes are vnobediente⸗Mowe here me, & 
I ſhall tell pou. The pance doinge a thynge in dede and 

not 
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not of right, wyll confounde the wyll of euery manne, and 
beleue his owne vnderſtandynge, and dꝛawe of hym ſelfe 


; and all other his onelp wyll. Contrary wyſe, the multitude 


of the people diſpꝛayſynge thep; lozdes — m 


do as they wyll, not as all wyll, but as euery manne d 
eth hym ſelfe. Of trouth it is a greuous thyng, although 
it be greatelp accuſtomed, to wyll, that all gounes ſhulde 
be mete fo: one man, and that one mans harneis ſhulde be 

mete to arme all men. Than what ſhall we da, that our fa⸗ 


| thers haue lefte thus in the woꝛld, c alſo we holde that we 


be theyz chyldzen, and that wozle is, we le aue the ſame to 
our heires : O howe many pzincis of my pꝛedeceſſoures, 
IJ haue redde ot, that haue bene loſte in ſhewynge theym 
ſelfe ouer ſtraunge, and beloued of none? J wyll tell you 
of ſomme of them foz examples, that I haue redde in my 
bokes, to thintent that pzincis mape ſe what they wynne 
by amiable conuerſation, and what they loſe by ouermoch 
ſtraungenes. In the realme of Aſſiens, greatter in armes 
than the Caldeens, and leſſe in aduantage and antiquitie 


than the Aſliriens: One maner koꝛme of kynges endured 
amonge them. C C. and. xx. peres, by reaſon they were of 
lowable conuerſation. And an other fourme and maner 
= (as Homer layth)laſted but.rl.yeres, bicauſe their kinges 
= were of an pll condition. And the. ir. Epiphanes of the 
Egiptiens was vnnombꝛed and put downe, bycauſe there 
was alawe that echeone ſhulde be bare legged in the tem⸗ 
' ® ples vppon the holy dapes. nd this kyng on a day riding 
came befoze the god Apis, god of the Egiptiens,the whi⸗ 


che thynge was not ſuffced,foz beſyde that he was put out 


ok his realme,he was chaſtiſed. Alſo the. vi. Arfacidauell 
the inuincible kyng of Parthes, not onely was depziued, 
but alſo banyſhed out of his realme, bycauſe he dyned at 
© aknyghtes bzidale, and wolde not eate at the bztdale of a 
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tõmuner. vet alſo though the realme of Italy was ſcant, 
they hartes were greatte : fox bycauſe one of theyꝛ Mar⸗ 
tancs,;fo: ſo were theyʒ kynges called, had ſhette his ga: | 


tes by nyghte,foz to flepe the ſurelper, he was depziued of 
his realme: bycauſe a lawe was made, that noo pzince 
ſhulde ſhette his gates npght noz dap:foz they ſayde, they 
had made him kpnge foz to dꝛyue amape they? ennempes, 
and not to be daintily nouriſhed. Tarquine the laſte kyng 
of the Romayns was vnkynde to his father in lawe, dyf: 
famed his blod and kynrede, was a traptour to his coun: 
trep,cruell of his perſone, and aduoutrer with Lucrece: 


but fo2 all that he was not called vngentyll, no2 infamed; | 


no: traptour, noꝛ cruell, noʒ aduoutrer, but he was named 
Tarquine the pꝛowde, bycauſe he was of pll condicions 


and complexions. And yet by the lawe of good menne, |: 
ſwere to you, that yf the ſapd vnhappy Tarquine had had 


good wyll in Rome.foz the aduoutry of Lucrece Hehadde 


n 1 
r 


not be put out of his realme.fo: as moche as other great: |: 
ter and moꝛe greuous harmes hadde benne doone befoze ! 


his tyme, and alſo moche woꝛle fithen by aged emperouts 
in the emppꝛe, the whiche crymes by theym commptted 
were ſuche, that the offence ol this fraple ponge man was 


but ſmall in eſtimation. Foz thynge certayne theſe pꝛyn⸗ 


tes holde. that pf they gyue dyuers occaſyons foz they? vll 
wpll. yet a lyteil thyng fuffyſeth yk he ſhewe, that the hate 
that he hath is foznone pll wpll:but the hate that the ſub⸗ 


ſecte hath to the loꝛde, bycauſe he hath no power. 1 
¶ Julius Cefar, the laſte dictatour and fyʒſte emperour, 


bycauſc he foꝛgate to be a man among men, but thynkpng 


to be a god amonge goddis, beynge a lawdable cuſtome, 


that the ſenate ſhulde ſauite the emperour on their knees, 
and the emperour to ryſe courteyſly agayuſte theym: by⸗ 
cauſe of a pzclumptuous mind he wold not kepe the lere⸗ 
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monie, he merited to leſe his lyfe with. xxiii.ſtrokes of pen 


Ekniues. And as J ſape of theſe ſo fewe a nombze, I maye 
ſape ot many other, The phiſitions with a lytell Rubarbe 


purge many humours of the body, and the emperour with 
a lyttell beneuolẽce taketh. many greues fro the ſtoinakes 
of his ſubtectes. The people owe obedience to the pꝛynce, 
and to do his perſon great reuerence,and fulfyll his com: 
maundementes, and the pzynce oweth egalliuſtice to eue⸗ 


¶ Marcus Poꝛtius ſapde dyuers tymes in Rome: That | 


the publycke welthe is there perpetuall and without any 
lodapne falle, where the pzpnce fyndethe obedience, and 


all the people fyndethe loue with thepzynce, Foz of the 


| loue of the loꝛde, bꝛedeth the good obedyence of the lub⸗ 
= tecte.and of the obedicnce of the ſubiecte bzedeth the good 
| loueof thelozde.The emperour of Rome is lyke to a ſpy- 


der that is in the myddes of her webbe, Foz pk the ſayde 


: coppe webbe be touched with the popnte of a nedell, fo:th- 


with the ſpyder feleth hit. meane chat all the werkes of 


the emperour in Rome beane ſtreyghte waye knowen in 
all the erthe. I beleue that this daye J haue bene iudged 
ok ſ humapne malpce, foz accompanpenge the pꝛoceſſyon 


of the captiues, and that J ſuffredde theym to towche 


| me, that they myghte enioy the pꝛiuiledge of libertie. 


I yelde and gyue great graces to my goddes of my good 
happe, bycauſe they haue made me pitifull foz to delpuer 
pꝛyſoners, and not cruell as a tyꝛraunte fo: to make theym 


bonde that be free. The pꝛouerbe ſapth: One ſnare maye 
take two byꝛdes: So it hath bene this daye, fo2 that bene 
= fyterebounded onely to the myſerable pꝛyſoners, but the 
= fauour,to all they nations. And doo pe not knowe that 
by the takynge awap of theyz pꝛons, I haue dꝛawen to me 
wchehartes of all they: realmes and countreys? Fynally 
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it is moꝛe ſure to a pzinceto be ſerued with free hartes, 
d loue of them that be at lpbertie, than ot ſubiectes con. 
ſtrepned with keare. 


C Howe themperour Marcus deuyded the howzes of the 
dape foz the buſyneſſes of thempire. Ca.rvitt, 


ere befoze we haue fhewpd howe this good 
Jemperour had great hatrede of men that were 
dot pli ſpupng and that paſſed they: tyme in pil 
Y fey exercyſe. It ſuffileth not the philoſopher to 
N repzeue the vice of other by wozdes, but it is 
neceſſaty that he do the werkis that he requyzeth other to 
do: It is reaſon nowe to ſhewe, how this emperour by his 
great pꝛudẽce compaſſed x diſpatched the great and huge 
buſpneſles of theemppze, the particularities of his houles 
houlde, the recreation of his perſone, therercyſe ot his ſtu⸗ 
dies, the infinite reaſonpuge with one and other, with ſu⸗ 
che peyne takynge,and in lo ſhozte tyme. He was ſoo apte 
and well adupſed, that by hym there was no tyme pl ſpent, 
Noz neuer fapled to diſpatche the beſpnes of the emppꝛe⸗ 
And bycauſe the tyme is gloztous of hym that gloztoufly 
ſpendeth it, and the tyme is accurſed, that to our domage 
and without pzofpte to other paſſeth, leauyng vs ignozant 
as bzute beaſtes : He departed the tyme by times, the oꝛder 
wherof was thus. Seuen hobꝛes he llepte in the nyghte, 
and reſted one howze in the dap: At dyner and ſupper he 
waſted but onely two howzes : he deputed two howzes foz 
the matters of Aſie: Other two howꝛes foz the buſineſſe 
of Europe and Affrike: and in conuerſation ok his houſe, 
and with his wyke and chyldꝛen ſeruantes and fredes that 
came to ſe hym, he ſpente other twohowzes ; And: foz. the 
outwarde beſpneſle, as to here the complapntes — 
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chat were greued. The ſuytes of pooze men wantynge iu⸗ 
ſiyce, to wydowes, the troberpes of pyckers, of mychers, 


and vacaboũd es. he deputed an other houte. All the reſte 


of the daye and nyght redynge of bokes, to wzite wozkes 


to made metres, to ſtudye antyquities:to pzactyſe with 
wßwiſe men to dyſpute among philoſophers; he paſſed thus 


o dinately in wynter: And in ſommer pf crilell warres let⸗ 
ter hym not, oꝛ that he were troubled with greate and hay⸗ 


nous matters, he went euer to bed at.irofthe clocke, and 


awoke at. uit. Jt was of cuſtome that emperours hadde 
euer lyghtes bzennpnge in theyz chaumbze. And therfoze 


whan he awoke, bycaulſe he wolde not be ydle, he had euer 


aà a boke at his beddes heed; And thus in redynge he ſpente 
the reſte of the nyghte, tyll it was dupi He roſe at. vi. of the 
| clocke, and made hym redy openly not angrely. but merp⸗ 


ly:he wolde demaunde of them that were pꝛeſente, howe 


they had ſpente all the nyght tyme. And there he wolde re⸗ 
herſe what he had redde that nyght. 0 han he was redpe, 
he wolde waſhe his handes with very weil ſmellynge wa⸗ 
ters:koꝛʒ he was @ great louer ot al ſwete odours. He had 
qa good and a quycke ſmellynge. Than in the moznynge 
befoze euery man, he wolde take.iii.oʒ.iiii. mozſelles of e⸗ 
lectuarie of ſticados, and two dzaughtes of Aqua vite. 
After that in ſommer he wold go foꝛth with a fote to the ri⸗ 
yer ſide and there paſſe the tyme · the ſpace of two howꝛes. 
And as ſoone as the heate came, he wolde goo to the hygh 
capitoll to the ſenate. That done he wente to the colledge, 
where as all the pzocurours and ambaſſadours of all pꝛo⸗ 
uinces were, and there he wolde be a greatte parte of the 
daye, and here euery nation by hit ſelte, ac coꝛdynge to the 
tyme that was deputed by ozder, Ind towarde the euen⸗ 
nynge, he wolde goo to the temple of the virgyns veſta- 

les. He ente but ones adaye, and — — late, 
| iii. and 


MARCVS 


and thanne he wolvemakea good meale, and but of ebe 


meates. He hadde a cuſtome euery wrke in Rome, oz other 
cities, where as he was, that two'dayes late in the euen: 
nynge he wolde walke in the ſtretes without his garde oz 
knyghtes, only with. x.oꝛ.xii.pages, to ſe if any perſone 


wolde ſpeake with hym,dz complapne of any offycer of his | 


courte and houſe, and this he cauſed. to be demaunded of 
other men. This good emperour wolde oftentymes ſaye: 
A good pꝛynce that wyll rule and gouerne wel, and not to 
be a tyzaunte, oughte to doo thus: That is, that he be not 
couetous of trybutes,noz pzoude in his commaundemen⸗ 
tes, noʒ vnkynde toſeruyces,nozbolde in the temples,noz 
defe to here complapntes. In fulkyllynge herof he hall | 
haue the goddes in his handes, and the hartes of menne | 
ſhalbe his Ai the whyle that this Marke was emperoure, | 
he had neuer poꝛter at his chaumbze dooze, but if it were 
the two houres that he was with Fauſtine his wyke. This 
good emperour had in his houſe a ſecrete cloſette locked 
with a key that he bare hym ſelfe, and neuer truſted none 
other therwith to the houre of his death. And than he coö⸗ 
maunded to del ler it to Pompetano,a pzudente ancpent 
baron that was marped to his doughter: In the which clo 
ſec he had dtyers bokes wziten in all langages, as Greke, 
hebzewe, latyne, and Caldee, and other antike hyſtozies. 


Che anſwere of M.themperour,whan Fauſtpne his wilt 
demaunded the key of his ſtudy. Cap. xix. 


S it is naturall to womẽ to diſpiſe that thing 
Vchat is gyuen them vnaſked,ſo it is deathe to 

them to be denaped of that they do demaunde. 
This emperout had the ſtudy oz cloſet of his 


bowle in the mooſte lectete place of his palaps, wherin he 
neyther 
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neythet luffred his wyfe, ſeruant, noꝛ frend to entre. On a 
dap it chanced, that Fauſtyn thempzefle deſyzed empoztu- 
natly to ſe that (tudy, ſapenge thefe woꝛdes: My loꝛde, let 
me le pour ſecrete chambze , Beholde J am greatte with 
chylde, and (hall dye, yf J ee u not. And pe knowe well, 
that the lawe of the Romapnes ts, that nothynge ſhall be 
denyed to womenne with chulde, of that they delyze. And 
pk pe doo otherwyle, ye do it in dede, but not ol tyghte. 
Foz I (hall dye with the chylde in my bodpe. Ind moꝛe 0- 
uer I thynke in my mynde, that ye haue ſome other louer 
within your ſtudy. Therfoꝛe to put awaꝝ the peryll of my 
trauaylynge, and to affure my harte frome Jelouſie, hit is 
no great thynge to lette me entre into your ſtudye. The em 
perour ſeynge that Faſtynes wozdes were of ttouth, #by 
Lauſe he ſawe her woꝛdes waſhed with weppng, anſwered 
her on this wyſe: It is athynge certapne, whan one is con 
tented, he fapthe- moꝛe with his tongue, than he thynketh 
with his harte. Ind contrary: wyſe, whan one is heuy, the 
typen wepe not ſdo moche, no the tongue can not declare 
that is locked in the hart. Uayne men with vayne wozdis 
ſhewe and declate they vayne pieaſutes: And the wyſe 
men with pzudent woꝛdes, dillemble they; cruel paſſyons, 
Amonge wyſe men he is wyſelt.. that knoweth moche, and 
ſheweth to knowe but littell: And amonge the ſymple, he 
is mooſte fymple, that knoweth but lytteite, and ſheweth 
© hymſclfe to knowe moche. They that ate prudent, though 
they are demaunded, ſap nothyng: but ſymple folke wylle 
| fpeake ynough without alkpuge ot any queſtyon. This 
A fave Fauſtpne, bycauſe thy weppnge hath ſoo hurte me. 
and thy vapne: ſpeche lo turmented me, that J can not de- 
clare that J fcle,nozthou canſt not tele Þ that Jfaye. Dy- 
uers aduertifementes haue they wpten, that haue wziten 
ol mariage, pet haue thep not wziten, how many W 
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| that one womanne cauſeth herhauſbande to luftre in one 
5 daye. Ok a ſuretie, it is a toyfull thynge to reiopce in the 
| chyldhode of chyldzen, but it is a ryght cruel thyng to ſuf: 
fre the impoztunities of theyz mothers. The chyldzen ds 
I nowe and then a thynge that tourneth vs to pleaſure, but 
ye women do nothynge but gyue vs dyſpleaſure. J (hall þ 
agree with all marted men to pardon they: chyldzens plea | 
ſures, fo the annopance that themothers gyue to theptn, 
One thynge J haue ſene, the whiche neuer begpled me, 
that the tuſfe goddes doo gyue to the vniuſte menne, that 
| all the euplles that they doo in this wozlde, ſhall be re: 
1 mytted to the furies of the other woꝛlde: But yk they doo 
Wis commytte any ſpune foz:the pleaſure of any woman, the 
1 goddis commaunde, that by the handes of. the ſame wo |? 
manne, we ſhall receyue papne in this wozlde, and not in 
the other. There ts not ſoo fpers oz peryllous an enuemie 
to a manne,as ts his wpfe. Aud though a manne can not 
Ipue with her us a man. I neuer (awe none ſoo lyghte, be: 
vnge with a vycpous woman, in doynge vyce, but that by 
the ſame woman at the laſt he receyued ſhame and chaſty⸗ 
|| ſement: Ok one thynge J am ſure, and J ape it not by⸗ 
i cauſe J haue ſene it, but experymented in my ſelfe, that 
| though the huſband do all that his wyke wplle, pet wyll | 
Wii! ſhe do nothynge that her huſoand wolde haue done. Great 
crueltie is amonge the barbariens to holde theyꝛ wines as 
ſclaues: And no leſſe madnes is it of Romapnes, to kepe 
them as ladyes.Fleſhe ought not to be (oo leane, that t 
abhoꝛre:noz ſo fatte that it cloye the ſtomacke:but meane 
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and enterlarded,to the ende that it be ſauourye, FI ſape © 
that a wyſe manne canne not gpue ſo ſtronge a bzydell to 
his wyke.chat ſhe wylle obeye as an hande mapden: no 


ue her ſoo lytell of thebzydell, but ſhe wylle exalte her 
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pt womenne are ſoo extreme in all heedlonge extremities. 
that with alyttell fauour pe wylle exalte, augemente, and 
growe into greate pzyde:and with a lyttelle dysfauour, pe 
recouer greatte hatred, There is no parfite loue, where is 
no egalitie betwene the louers. And as ye and other are 
vnperkite, (oo is your loue vnperfyte . J wote well ye vn⸗ 


derſtande me not. Therefoze vnderſtande Fauſtyne, that 


e moe than pe wene. There is no woman, that with 
her wyll wolde ſuffre any greatter than her ſelke: noz to 
be content too haue an other egall with her . Foz thoughe 
ſhe haue a. M. li. rente, yet ſhe hath. r. Þ .folyes in her 


heed . And that wozſe is, though it chaunce her huſbande 
to dye, and ſhe leſe all her rente, yet endeth not her folyſhe- 
nes. Herken to me, and J ſhall tell to pou moꝛe. All women 
= wolde ſpeake, and haue all other to be ſtylle: they wolde 
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gouerne, and be gouerned of none other. One thyng they 
deſpꝛe, that is to ſe, and to be ſene. Ind ſuche as be lyghte 
in folowynge they: lyghtnes, they holde as theyz ſubiec⸗ 
tes and ſclaues: and ſuche as be wyſe, and repꝛoue theyꝛ 
appetites, they purſue as enemies. In the annales om⸗ 
pepens, I haue founde a thyng wozthp foz to be knowen, 
and that is: Whan Gnee Pompete paſſed into the ozient 
on the mountapnes Rifees he founde a maner of people 
called Maſagetes, whiche had a la we, that euery inhaby⸗ 


there was lacke of houſes in the ſayde mountaynes : In 
oue was the houlbande, the ſonnes and men ſeruantes: 


and in the other the wyfe the doughters and maydens. 


2; 


On the holy dayes they dyde eate to gether, and ones in 
the weke they lape together. Whan great Pompeye bad 


- queſtioned the cauſe of theyꝛ lyuynge in that maner , foz 
that he neuer ſawe no; knewe a moze extreme thynge in 


? all the wozlde, One of theym aunt! W — 
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the goddts haue gyuen vs but a ſhozte lpfe.foꝛ none of vs 
mape lyue aboue.lx.pete at the moſte, and thoſe yeres we 
trauaple to lyue iu peace. And in hauyng ouv wpues with 
vs ſtyll in tompanpe, we ſhulde lyue euer dyenge, foꝛz we 
ſhulde paſſe the nyghtes in herynge they; comptaynteg: 
and the dapes in ſufferyng they? bꝛawlynges and chydyn⸗ 
ges. In kepynge them this wyſe from vs apart, they nou⸗ 


that ſleeth the fathers, |: i 


4 I telithe Fauſtyn.that though we cal the Maſagettes þ 


barbariens, this cafe they be wyſer than the Romapns, | 
One thyng J wyl tell you Fauſtin, and I pzay you marke 


it well. If che beaſtly moupnge of the fleſhe enfoꝛced not 
the wyll of man to do his luſte, and that he wolde not de: |: 


ſyze women, doubte whether women wolde ſuffre it o: 
loue it the leſſe. Of trouth yf the goddis hadde made this 
toue voluntarpe, as it is naturall, that is as we wolde we 


myght. and not as we wold and may not: with greate peyn 


a man impght be ſatisfied, though he ſhuld loſe hym ſelfe 


koʒ any woman. It is a great ſecrete of the goddis, and a 
great myferie to man, that the faynte and weke fleſhe doth 


fozce the herte whiche ſhulde be free, toloue that it abhoz: | 


teth, and to alowe that that domageth. This is a greatte | 


Fcrete,that men can fele hit euery houre as men: and yet 


by dyſcretion may not temedy it. I enuie not the lyuynge 
goddis, noꝛ the menne that be deed, but foz twothpnges, 
and they ben theſe: The goddis lyue without feare of the 


that be malycious, and they that be deed are in peace with 
out nede of women. The ayꝛe is ſo coʒrupt, that it coꝛrup- 
teth euery man with two peſtylent plages ſd: deadelv, chat 


* 


the fleſhe and the harte endeth. O Fauſtyne, is the loue ol 


the fleſhe ſo naturall, that whã the fleſhe fleeth fcomefully 7 
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we ſhulde leue the true harte as captyuee And the reaſan 
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wihe thepz chyldꝛen moze peaſibly, eſchewynge the uoyſes 
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as reaſon put her to flyght, the fleſhe as fleſhe fozthwith 
peldeth her to you as ouercome. | 


¶ Che emperour reherſeth the perplles of them 
that haunt women exceſſiuely. Cap. xx. 
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hemperour folowynge his purpoſe declareth 
7 the vniuerfall domages, that come to man by 

as | | 2K) ouermoche conuerſation and hauntynge of 
25) (= women. Ind after he had tolde ſome particu⸗ 
ler caſes that he had ſuffred with Fauſtin his 
wyfe,he ſayde: J am well remembꝛed . in my pong age 1 
folowed the fleſhe to moch, with purpoſe neuer to returne. 
And therkoze E, cõfeſſe, p pf I had good deſpzes in one day 
in ſtede therof a M. days J wꝛought yll. It is reaſon that 
pe women flee from them that flee from pou: to hyde pou 
from them that hyde them fro you, to leue them that leaue 
vou, to ſeperate you fro them that ſeperate them fro pou: 
to foꝛgette them that fozget you. Fo2 ſome ſcape fro pour 
handes yll famed and effeminate:and other are hurt with 
pour tonges,manp ben perſecuted with your werkes, and 
the better to ſcape free, they come awaye abhozred of pour 
hartes and bounde to pour lyghtneſſes. Than who that 
keleth this, what getteth he by the attaynynge therof? O 
to howe manp perplles offerethe he hym ſelfe, that with 
uäwonmen is greatly conuerſaunt: It a man loue them not, 
thep count hym as a villayne:yf he ldue theym they thynke 


hum lyghte:pt᷑ he leaue theym, they repute hym fo2 a cos 
warde: pt he folowe them, he is loſte, ꝓf he ſerue theym, he 
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they recken hym no man. What ſhall the vnhappye man [, 


do: Let men take this fo: certayne, that though the hul⸗ 
bande do fo; his wyke all that he can do as a man, and that 
he ought to do as a huſbande,and with his weakenes do 
the beſte that he can,fo2 to fpnde remedy agapnſte pouer⸗ 
tie with his trauayle, and put hym ſelfe in danger foz her 
euerpe houre:all this (hall not pleaſe his wyfe, noz make 
her the better, but Che wpll ſape, that the traytoz louethe 
other, and that all that he dothe, is onely to accomplyſſhe 
his pleaſure on them. Many dayes ago Fauſtyne, J haue 
wylled to tell the this, but I haue dyfferred it tyll now, ho⸗ 
pynge that thou woldeſt gyue me occaſpon to tell it the: 
the whiche longe agoo thou haſte cauſed me to keele. It is 
no poynte of wyſe men, that foz euerp tyme thep are an: 


noped with thepz wpues, fo:thewith to hurte thepm with 


wozdes, Fo: amonge wyle men the ſapd wozdes are moſte 
eſtemed when they are well appꝛopꝛyed and ſayde to good 
purpoſe. J do bethynke me, that it is. vi.pere ſpth*Yntho- 


ny Pie thy father dyd chuſe me to his ſonne in lawe, and 
thou me to be thy hulbande, and I the koꝛ my wpfe : this 
my fatall deſtenye dyd permitte, at the commaundemence |: 
of Adzian my lozde.Mp father in lawe gaue the his fayze | 
doughter to me foꝛ wpkfe,and the very ſadde and ponde⸗ 
rous emppze in maryage. J trowe we were all begpled: |: 
He to take me foz his ſonne, and J to chule the fo2 mp 
wyfe.He was named Anthony Pius, bycauſe he was pi⸗ 
ttefull of all thynges.faue vnto me, to whome he was cru⸗ 
ell, foꝛ in all lytell fleſſhe he gaue me many bones: and to 
ſap the trouthe, J haue no tethe to gnawe it, noz no heate 
in my ſtomacke to dygeſte hit: and manye tymes J haue 
thoughte my ſelfe loſte with it. Foz thy beautye thou were 
deſyzed of many, but foz thyn puell condicions thou were 
abhozred of all. O howe vnhappy ben thy deſtentes — 8 

upne | 
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; to the. ſythe they adzeſſed the to the whyzlepole, where as 
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arne, and howe puell haue the goddys pꝛouyded foz the 
Che haue gpuen the beautie and rycheſſe foz to vndo the, 


And they haue denped and refuſed to the the beſte, that is 


ood condicions, qualite wyldome to mapntayne them 
ſap to the agayn, that the goddys haue ben very cruelfe 


all vll folke peryſhe, and haue taken from the, the ſaples 


and 002es, wherbp all good folke eſcape, The. xxx viu. ye- 
tes, that J was without wyfe, ſeemed not co me. xxxbiii. 


dapes: and the. vi. peres that I haue ben maryed, ſeine to 
me. bi.hundzed peres. I wyll aſſure the one thynge, that 
pk J had knowen bekoze, that J knowe nowe, and had felt 


than, that J tele at this houre, wolde ſay an other thyng 
And though the goddes wold commaunde me, and Adꝛian 
mp mayſter wolde commaunde me. Z wolde not chaunge 
mp pouertte and quyetnes,foz the maryage of the ⁊ them- 


vopꝛe. But I haue delyzed the in thy good foztune, and my 


ſelfe to myn pll foztune. J haue ſapde but a lytelle, and 


haue ſaffred a great deale:F haue feyned a great whyle, 
but J can feyne no longer. No man luffreth his wyfe ſoo 


ee 


moche, but he is bounde to fuffre moꝛe. Let a man, that is 
= man conſpder, and lykewyſe a woman that is a woman 
tonſpder, what boldnes ſhe is of, that quarelethe with 


her huſbande,and that he is a foole that bzawlcth openly 
with his wpfe. Foz yfſhe be good, he ought to fauout her, 
that ſhe mayebe the better: pk ſhe be a ſhꝛewe, he muſt ſuf- 
= fre her, that ſhe ware not woꝛs. Euery man knoweth, that 


1 
AS, 


2 all thynges ſuffreth chaſtyſemente laue a woman, whiche 
= (as a woman) wpll be deſyꝛed and pzayd. Fauſtyne beleue 


me pt feare of the goddis, the ſhame of her perſone, and 
ſpeache of the people, withdzawe not a woman from euyll, 


= all the chaſtyfement of the wozlde wyll not ouercome her, 


Ohe hatte dt man is verye noble, and the harte of a wo⸗ 


R. iii. man 
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man is deyntte, and wyl haue great hyꝛe foꝛ a lytell good 
nes, and fo: moch euyl no chaſtyſement. A wyſe man wyll 
knowe what he hath to do oꝛ he marye. Than yt he deter: | 


WF) 


myne hym to take the companpye of a wyfe;he ought to en- 


large his harte to receyue all that maye come with her. Jt 
is but a ſmall wytte in a man to ſette by the ſinalle fanta: 
ſies of his wyfe, oz foz to chaſtiſe openly that may be rygh: * 


8 


ted betwene them ſecretely. He that is wyſe and wyll lyue 
quietly with his wyke, ought to kepe this rule: admoniſhe 
her often, and repꝛoue her but ſeldome, and lay no handes 
on her. Foz by other meanes he getteth not fidelitie on her 


no: good entreatynge of her, noʒ good bꝛyngynge vp of 
their chyldꝛen, noz ſerupce to the goddis, noz any hope of 
p:ofpte of her. And thus Fauſtpne J wyll ſayeno moze to 
the, but that thou conſyder,that J do conlyder,and know 
that J do ſe, and that my ſufferaunce vnknowen to the, 
map luffyſe to amende my lyfe, 

¶ The emperours anſwere to Fauſtine fo; that ſhe 

ſayde,ſhe was with chylde. Cap. xxi. 


C: 4 


Vie Obe that J haue opened and put out the olde 
enym, I wpl anſwere to thy pꝛeſent queſtpon 


the key of my ſtudy, and thou thzetneſt me, that ik J gyue 
it the not, thou ſhalte be loſte and hurte with thy frupte: pe 
womenne with chlyde haue a good hoſtage oz pledge. fo; ” 
bnder colour of trauaylynge befoze your tyme, ye wolde 
haue vs fulfylle all your fonde appetytes. — on j b 
| | oy: 
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holy ſenate in the bnhappy tyme made a lawe in fauour of 
Romane matrones, theꝝ were not fo deſpꝛous. Nowe J 
wote not howe it ts, but ve all areianoycd and wery of all 
goodnes. Ind all ve mali li detpꝛous and couetous. 
As karre as J can remembze,' whan Camplle made his 
vowe to Cybille the mother ot᷑ goddis, to ſende him victa 
mie in a battaple, whan he had wonne the victoue, Nome 
was ſo pooꝛe, that it hadde nepther goldenoz (yluer foz ta 
make the ſtatute ot᷑ pꝛomeſſe, che matrones than beyng ſez 
inge that theyꝛ hulbaudes dvd offre their lyues in the ſayd 
waͤrre, they graunted to pꝛeſent their tewels to the holy ſe⸗ 
nate. It was a maruayilausthynge to ſee, that withoute 
any ſpekynge to them, oz: without any mans entyſement 
” they determpnedall together to go ta the hye capytoll,and 
there in the pꝛelence of tuery man pꝛeſented they; owches 
haͤngynge at theyz eares. The rynges of theyꝛ fingers, the 
= .bzacelettes of theyʒ armes, the perles from their attires of 
their heades the collers from their neckes, The bgoches 
bol they: bꝛeſtescthe gyꝛdelles aboute theyz myddels, and 
bvoꝛders of theyꝛ gowues. And though that theyz gyft was 
eſtemeed to a great value, pet their good wylles was eſte» 
med a greatte deale moe. The rycheſſe that they offered 
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there was ſo greatte, that there was not all onely inough 
eto perfoꝛme the vow of the ſtatute, but allo to purſewe the 
warte. And as than the cuſtome ot Rome was, that none 
dpd them any pleſure, but he was ſhoꝛtly recompenſed:the 
lame dap that the matrones did offre they: ryche and faire 
je lewelles in the capitolle, there was graunted vnto theym 
e fyuc maner ok thynges in the Senate: The fyꝛſte, that 
e at they deathes the oꝛatours ſhulde pꝛeathe, publiſhe, and 
dchewe theyꝛ good lyuynge: The ſeconde that they ſhulde 
e lit in the temple. where as befoze they were wont to ſtand: 


] . The thpꝛde, that they ſhulde were furred x lyned gownes, 
1 whycre 
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where as befoze thep ware none but ſyngle: '/The.tiff.that Þ 


in theyꝛdiſeſes they myght dzinke wyne, where as bcfoze 
on thep2 liues they durſte dzincke none, but water: The. v. 


that the matrones of Rome greate with chylde,ſhulde not 
be refuſed of anp thynge that they deſpzed , Theſe fyue 
thynges fo: certayne were tuſtiye and wyllyngely graun: | 


ted by the ſenate. And why this lawe that commaundeth |: 
to denaye nothynge to a woman with chylde was made, 


I wyll tell the the occaſpon that moued the ſenate ſo to do 
Fulutus Tozquate bepng conſull in the warte agaynſte | 
the Molſeos, the knyghtes of auritapne.bzoughte to 
Rome a wplde man, that had but one eye, that they hadde | 


taken in huntynge in the deſertes of Egypt. And the ma⸗ 


trones of Rome were at this tyme as ſad and honeſte, as 
they be nowe bolde and lyght. ſo was the wyfe of the ſayde 


8 


e ee 


Tozquate,that was nyghe the tyme of her delpueraunce 
great with chylde, ol trouth a woman ſo honeſte, that fo: 
the ſobze ſolptarines that ſhe kepte in Rome, ſhe hadde 
noo leſſe glozpe thanne hadde her huſbande in the warres 
fo: his wozthpnes , the whiche was well pzoued. Foz in 
the. xiiii. yere that Tozquate her huſbande was in Alpe | 
a warre fare, the fy:ſte tyme that he wente thyder, ſhe was 
neuer ſene at the wyndowe lokynge out, and ſhe was not 
all onely regarded fozthat,but in all the ſapde.xitit. yeres 
neuer manchylde nozmanne aboue the age ok. vii. peres |: 
came within herigates.Jnd not contente with this, that 


ſhe dyd to gyue example to all Rome and to attayne per- | 
petuall memozy, where as ſhe had lefte with her thze ſon- | 
nes, the eldeſt of whome was but thzeyeres of age:and as 
ſoone as they came to. vitt, yere.ſhe ſente them out of her 

And thus dydde this ex- | 
cellente Romapne lady, to the entente that vnder colour of :. 


houſe to they; grauntfathers. 


. 


E] 


75 


her owne chyldꝛen there ſhulde none other ponge chyldꝛzen 
| e 
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entre into her howſe. Thoſe peres paſſed; after that the 
good olde man Tozquate was retourned kro the warres 
of the Holleos.the ſapde wylde man with one eye wente 
by the dooze of the ſayde Tozquate, and one of her may⸗ 
dens tolde her, that it was a meruaplous thyng to ſe: and 
the good lady hadde great deſyze to ſee hym, and bycauſe 
there was none to bꝛynge hym to her, that ſhe moghte ſee 
hym, ſhe dyed foz ſoꝛo we. And koz certayne thoughe he 
came often inoughe by her dooze, yet ſhe wolde neuer goo 
noz loke out at her wpndowe to fe hym. Her deathe was 
gretly bewapled in Rome,foz ſhe was in Rome moſt dere⸗ 
ly beloued, and good reaſon : foz many dayes afoze was 
no ſuche womanne bzoughtin Rome. And by the com⸗ 
maundement ok the ſenate, the tenour ok this wzitingenn 
verſes were ſet vpon her ſepulchze. | t 
C Here lyeth the gloꝛious matron wife of Toꝛquate, that 
wolde aduenture her lyfe to aſſure her good fame. 
¶ Beholde Fauſtine, this lawe was not made to remedy 
the death of this matrone, but to the ende that to ſuche as 
pe be, and to all the wozlde it ſhulde be a perpetuall exam⸗ 
ple of her lyke, and memozte of her deathe: It was well 
done to oꝛdeyne that law foz an honeſt woman being with 
chylde, that it ſhulde be kept to all vertuous women. And 
as women wold, that the lawe ok them that be with chylde 
(huld be kepte, ſo by the ſame lawe it ts requiſite to require 
that they be houeſt. In the. vii. table of the lawe it is ſayd: 
we commande, that where there is cozruptton ot cuſtomes 
there lyberties (hal not be kepfte. 2 gt | 


¶ Howe tydinges was bꝛought tothe emperour, 
that the Wauritapns wolde conquere, 
great Bʒitapne.Cap.xxii. 2 
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= 8 JD N the. ltiti. pere of Marcus the emperours 


n che citie of Naples, and not in verye per: 
fryte helthe, foꝛ he was fooze payned with the 
goute in his foote: there came a Centurion in maner of 


a meſſager with great haſte, ſaveng that in great Bꝛytaun 
was ſodeynty arryued a great nauye of warte, to thenom- |: 
bze ol. C.. xxx.ſhyps of the realme of Mauritam, and the 


quantitie at. xx. a9. men of fote, and. u. M. men of ar: 
mes: and that the kyng of Mauritapns bꝛother was their 
capytayne, named Alclipio, the whiche:had taken lande 
at n hauen of the ple called Arpine, and that to reſyſte ſoo 
great a power, there were but a fewe people in the ſayde 
ple. The good emperour herynge theſe tydynges, though 


he felte it in wardely as a man, vet he fayned it outwardely |! 


aege, and the tenthe vere ok his election to 
thempyze, In the month of July, as he was 
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as a dyſcrete man with a ſadde countenaunce, and made 


fewe woꝛdes. Than ſeyng.that buſynes myght not be de: 1 


Hyed he ſayde theſe woꝛdes: J wyll go with a fewe pco: | 
ple, and do what J can, Foz better it were with a fewe to 
go betymes, than to tarpe foz many and goo to late, Ind 
foʒth with the good emperour pourueped, that all they ok 


his palaps ſhulde departe to goo to Bꝛpytayne, and none to 
tarry behynde, to do hym ſerupce. The cuſtome was, that 
the emperours ſhulde haue alwape in theyꝛ houſes ſuche 
men as were mete to be ſent fozthe in any buſyneſſes that 
chulde happen foz warre, Ind after that they were ſhyp⸗ 
ped, there artued one of Bzttapne, that ſhewed, howe the 
Maut tayns were retourned, fo that none of them was 
lefte in the yle. Than this emperour kepte his houſe in a 
good poynt.Lyttell occaſpon fuſfyſeth to them that be na- 
turally of pll inclynation, to departe and ſpꝛede thzoughe 
countreys to do harme:therfoze he lent them of his houſe 

: to 
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to the entent, that by vecaſpon of the warre, they ſhulde not 
leade an yll lyfe. Than the emperour fearynge the dyſſoluz 
tion of his courte, and boldneſſe of his offpcers, to the en⸗ 
tent they ſhulde not leaue vertue and growe in vice, he de 
termpned on a day to call them to hym ſecretely, and to ſay 
thele woꝛdes to them. 


¶ What themperour ſayd to them of his courte 
in eſchewynge pdelneſſe. Cap. xxiii. 


- He greatteſt (pgne in avertuoule man is to do 
CA SY) vereuoule weräps. and vertuoully to ſpende 
and occuppe his tyme:and the greatteſt ligne 
Noka loſte man ts to leſe his tyme in naughtye 


warkes. The greatteſt happe of all, and the 


5 greatteſt deſire of men is to lyue longe. Foz dpuers chaun⸗ 
ces that fall in ſh oʒte tyme may be (ſuffered and remedped 


by longe ſpace.lato ſapde: A man that paſſeth his lyfe 
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without pzofyte, as one vnwozthy to lyue, ought to haue 
the reſte ok his lpfe take from hym. The. fylthe of ſecrete 

chambzes. the ſtynche of the pompe in ſhyppes, noꝛ the oz⸗ 
= dures of cities do not co:rupte the avꝛe ſo moche, as ydell 


folke do the people. And as there is in a man, that occupy⸗ 


eth his tyme weil, no vertue but it encreaſeth, ſoo in hym, 


that occuppeth his tyme plle, there is no vyllapne but it 1s 


= ſuſpecte in hym. A manne that is alwape welle occupyed, 
bought euer to be reputed as good: and the yll manne with 


out further enquirte ought to be condemned as noughte. 
Shewe me nowe, J deſpze you, what dothe nourpſche the 


| cozrupte and fowle wiedes, the nettelles that ſtynge, and 


the bꝛiers that pꝛycke, but the earth that is vntylled, and 
waren wylde, and the fpeldes full of thyſtelles, whiche is 
not wyeded, and vyſpteth with the ploughe⸗ 

L. ii. O Rome 
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O Rome withoute Rome, that now as vnhappy haſt but 
onely the name of Rome, bycauſe thou arte ſo dere in ver: 
tues, and makeſt vices good cheape. ea pea, and JF ſhall 
tell the, no weſt thou wherfoze thou arte for bycauſe thou 
halte vnpeopled the lanes and ſtretes of werkemen and 
offycers, and haſte peopled it all aboute with infinite va- 
caboundes. J knowe foz trouthe, that the Samptes, Uo- 
ſigoths. Aſtrogoths, and Pentens ſpꝛedde in your terry- 
tozies, do pou not ſo muche domage as do theſe ydell and 
loſte people ſtuffed in euery ſhoppe. All wꝛyters canne not 
deny me, that if al natiõs wold conquere Rome, they coude 
can not take awape one loope of the walles of it:and theſe 


pdell people haue troden and pulled vnder they feete the 


good renome of it. Xn infallyble rule it ts: aman gyuen 
to exercyſes ts vertuouſe, and one gyuen to lewtrynges is 
a vicious perſone. hat a diuinethyng was it to ſe the di 
tine woꝛldes of our pꝛedeceſſours, the which ſyth Tulli⸗ 
us Hoſtilius, vnto Quintus Cincinatus dictatour, and 
ſyth Cincinatus vnto Cyncinos, whiche were of the Sypl⸗ 
lans and Marians, there was neuer Conſulle at Rome, 
but he coude do ſome maner of offyce oz occupation. wher⸗ 
with they were occupped whan theyꝛ offyce in the Senate 


was ended. Some coude papnte pictures oz other flatte 
wozkes.Other coude graue images and poztry in wood 


oꝛ erthe;o2 other thynges, oʒ coulde wozke in ſpluer, and 


other mettalles:and other redde in ſcholes. In luche wiſe | 


that the holy ſenate myght chuſe none but yf he were fyꝛſt 
knowen in ſome maner handy crafte. do fynde in the an 
nales all that is aboue ſapde:and pf F lye, J do gyue me 


to the flames of Aulcan. And there was an antpent lawe, 
that a myller,a ſinyth, a baker, oʒ a poynt maker; myghte 
not be a Senatour, bycauſe men of the ſapde occupations 


were commoniy taken with deceytes and gyles. Than re? 
garde 
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garde the maner and change of tyme, and the cozruption 
of cuſtomes, that. C C C.peres euerp man trauayled foz. 
renoume of Rome, this. vitt.C.yeres euery man flepeth 
to the ſclander of Rome. Other thynges J fpnd in the ſayd 
aͤnnales wozthye of eterne memozye, the people of Rome 
haupng.iiii.peryllous warres togyther(ponge Scipio a⸗ 
gapnſt the Penicns, Mucio agaynſt the Capens, Metel⸗ 
lus agapnſt Alexander of Macedonie, and an other Me⸗ 
tellus his bzother agaynſte the Celtiberes of Spapne) the 
lawe beynge ſo ſoze kepte, that none ſhoulde be taken from 
the myſterie and offyce that he occupped, the ſenatours 
haupnge extreme necefſptte of meſſengers to ſende to the 

warres, whan the ſenatours had gone thze dapes aboute 
with the cerſozs of Rome, thep coulde not fynde one p⸗ 
dell man to be ſente fozthe with thep2 letters. J wepe foz 
= toye.that I haue of this antyque felicitie: and J mourne 
kon compaſſpon of the mplerie nowe beynge. It is a confu⸗ 
ſion to ſap, but J wyll ſay it: Twenty peres J had offyce 
mn the ſenate, and it is.r.yeres ſythe haue ruled the em: 
ppꝛe, whiche is. xxx.in all, In the whiche ſeaſon J ſweare' 
by the goddes immoztall, Þ haue cauſed to whyppe, caſte 
m welles to bury quycke, to hange, to pꝛycke, and to ba- 
= nyſhemo than. xxx. M. vacabundes, and.x. M. ydell wo⸗ 
men. Than what dyfference is there betwene that lyfe and 
this deth, that glozye and this payne, that golde and this 
oute, that antike Romapne werke and this our pꝛeſente 
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muentyfe pdelnes of Rome: 
Q In the lawes of the Lacedemoniens this was wꝛytten 
in the table of the ydell people: We commaunde as kyn- 
ges, we pꝛay as ſeruauntes, we teche as philoſophers, and 
2 admonpylhe as fathers, that the fathers (hall fyꝛſte teache 
| 1 thep; chyldzen to labour the feldes, where by trauaple they 
map lpue, and not bzought. vp in places, wher by ydelnes 


X. ui. they 
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they may be loſt. And that lawe ſayth ferthermoꝛe: Ik that 
ponge people obeye not as yonge, we wylle that the aged 
people do cozrecte and punyſhe them as aged, Ind in caſe | 
that tyc fathers be negligent to commaunde them, oz that 
they bc dyſobedient: We commaũde the pꝛince than to be 
diligent to chaſtple them. | 

C Certaynly theſe woꝛdes are wozthy to be noted: wher- | 
by Lygurge the kynge deſerued eternall memozy foz his 
perſone, and the ſayde realme perpetuall peace in the com: 
mon welthe. O Rome, what doeſt thou? wohy regardeſt 


thou not thele lawes of the Lacedemoniens, which with 


they: frendely cuſtomes, dothe mocke thy bzutall vycese 
Slepeſt oꝛ wakeſt> O Rome thou wakeſt all che wozlde | 
to leaue ſwete trapuaples, and lepeſt in vniuſte ydelneſle, 
Thou arte (ure of ennempes. and thou careles arte dꝛow⸗ 
ned in llouth and pdelnes. Than ſyth that they that bene 
karre of, do waken the. thou oughteſt to awaken them that 
thou kepeſt with the. J wolde ſpeake to all them to gyther 
of my palapes, and longe ago J wplled ſo to doo, but the 
multitude of ſtraunge beſpnefles lomtyme cauſeth a mau 
to fozget his owne, 


¶ Ot the perpllous lyuynge of them that haunt 
the courte contynually. Cap.xxiiii. 


Han the emperour ioined thele woꝛdes to that 
A he had ſayd. Many thynges J haue ſene, and 


Mot credpble perſons I haue harde, whiche me 
Alemed to be pll, and none of them good. Spe⸗ 
cially one, which offendeth the goddes, ſclaun⸗ 
dꝛeth the wozlde, peruerteth the comon welche, and endo⸗ 
mageth the perſon ſelfe:whiche is this curſed louth, and 
pdelnes that diſtropeth them that be good, a vtterly — 
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geth to naught them that be yll. Somtyme fecretely, aud 
halfe as in ſpozt openly Þ haue admonyſſhed and rebuked 
ſome of pou, but J le it pꝛoutite none of vou. On one ſyde 
the pꝛicke of reſon conſtrayneth me to chaſtyſe you ageine 
conlyderynge the malyce of mankynde, all though that is 
be pꝛompte to pll, ſometyme J am determpned to ſuffre 
vou. Many tymes J wolde with furye chaſtyſe you as chil 
dzen.but J do refrayne it, Conſyderyng that ye are yonge 
t as pet knowe not the wiles of the wozlde: foz they holde 
ſo ſtyffely together the yll with the pl, among them make 
ſo great a leage of vices with the vices, that there be ma⸗ 
ny that do by gyle ſuffre them ſelke to be begyled, and that 
whan we eſcape fro a lyttell wyle, aud knowe the begyler, 


we thynke that we are begpled all redye with other greatte 


wples. I haue marueplous great compaſſpon of you my 
ſeruauntes, ſpeakyngt to pou as a lozde : and to vou my 
chyldzen ſpeakyng as a father, foz to ſe you al the day and 


nyght wandzynge thꝛough Rome as loſte perſones: and 


3 


that wozfte of all is, J percepue that pe doo not perceyue 
your owne perditton. What greatter beaſtlynes can tiere 
be, than to ſe you wander lpke foles from houſe to houle, 


| frotauerne to tauerne,from one gaſpnge to an other, fro 


ſtrete to (trete,fro place to place,fro playe to-plape, fro re⸗ 
uellers to reuellers? And that moze (s,that ye knowe not, 
what pe deſyze, noz what ye wold, where pe go, noz whens 
ye comme, what pleaſethe you, oꝛ what dyſplealeth pou: 
what is pzoufytable oz loſſe vnto pou. Noz ye remem- 
bze not, that ye were bozne reafonable menne, and that ye 
lyue as wylde folke amonge menne, and after ſhalt dye 
as bꝛute beaſtes. Fro whens wene pe that thts commeth⸗ 


; The cauſe ts the deſpꝛe of beaſtelp moupnges, not reſp- 
ſtynge the delyzes of the luſte of youthe, and aboue alt 
[| not applyeng your mindes and wylles to be wel occupied. 


Take 
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Take hede amonge you of mp courte, and fo:gette not 
this. Haue pe no thought but to ſcke newe paſtymes, and 


to bozowe euery dayeNo man, ot what condition fo euer 


he be, excepte he haunt feates of armes, oz other lernynge 
in ſome oꝛdinarie exercpſe, ſhall haue his body luſtye and 
his ſpirite quicke: but ſhalbe acloped in al other thynges 
and wander frome ſtrete to ſtrete, as a vacabounde.. The 
harte of man is noble, and hathe power contynualpe fo; 
all actes, and all paſtymes of the bodye, and pet in thzee 


dayes it is annoyed of hym ſelfe alone, ſoo that with hym | 
can not reſt one laudable exercyſe, Lyke as Jam emperoʒ 


of all the woꝛlde ſo it is reaſon, and muſte nedes be, that 


J haue folke of all nactons in my palaps. And ſuche as | 


the pꝛynce is, ſuch ſhall be his houſeholde: # as his houſe 


is, ſo ſhall his courte be:x as the courte is, ſo ſhall the hole 
emppꝛe be. Fo this cauſe a kynge ought to be ryghte ho: 


neſte:his houſe well oꝛdered and ruled, his officers well 


lerned, and his court well kepte in awe. Of my godd lyfe Þ 
dependeth their good lyues, and conſequetly the pll lpues. 


Euerp nation lerneth in theyz particaler ſcoles, The Sp⸗ 
riens, in Babplon:the Perſians in Dozkes: the Indiens 
in Olympe:the Caldees in Thebes: the Grekes in Athe⸗ 
nes: the Hebzewes in Helpe: the Latines in Samle:the 
Frenche men in Ozliance, the Spantardes in Gades: and 
they all togyther in Rome. The vnpuerſall ſcole of all the 
woꝛlde is the perſone, the houſe, and courte of a pꝛynce. 
As we einperours do ſap, the ſame wyll our ſubtectes ſap: 
as we do. they wyll do: that we fozſake they wpll leaue: 


pf we leſe our ſelues, they wyll loſe them ſelues: yk we wyn, 5 


they wpll wynne: and fpnally our welth is they; welth, and 
our harme in theyꝛ harme. Truelp the pꝛynce is bounde to 


kepe his owne perſone honeſtly and well beſene, his hous | 
and courte ſo well ruled, that all they that ſhall ſe it, _ 
aus | 
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haue delpꝛe to folowe and do kberakter: and that all they. 
that here tberof, map delpꝛe to le it. Take ye hede. and let 

bs take hede: Haue + in mpnde, and let vs haue inmpud. 
that thep, which be ol ſtrange lade s, going thzoughſtrage 
landes into ſtrange landes, by thep2 great trauaples com 


ap haut no caule to repozte any ſclanders ot our pl culto 
ks What thing wozemonſtruous canbr nopled among 
nen. than that tbey ſhulde come and complapne ok the tbe⸗ 
nes ok thepꝛ countreps, to the theues of mpeourte⸗Wbat 
reatterſhame and inconuenienre can be, than to demand 
Jultyce of (heyz menſleers, of the mankyllers ok mp court 
and houle⸗What crueltie were lo cruel, as to complapne 
f the vagaboundes of thepz landes, to the (loutbfull aud 
dell folke ok my hbouſe-What thpng can be moze ſhame 
ull, than to come to accule thepm that haue lapde plle of 
mperozs, bekoze them that euerp day blalpbeme the god- 
dis e what thynge can be moze inhumapnue, than to come 
Ko alke iuſtpee on hpm. that hath tranſgrelled but ones, of 
bem that neuer dvd good warkes?zTruelp in luche caſe 
he poze men {hulde retourne with thepz ignozaunce begy: 
kd, and we (hulde tarpe with our cruell malpce ſhamedok 
en, and culpable befoze god. O bowe many (mall wat 
ers do we chaſtple in men of [mal reputation, which with 
ut beakynge of Jultpee we wpght fozbeare - and howe 
any great thpnges do the goddis [uffre in the bye pron: 
is and loꝛdes, the whiche not without Jultpce, thep maye 
greuoullp punplhe 2 And by Chat cruellmen as cruell,can 
pardon nothpnge: and tbe goddis pitiekull ſcantely wpll 
haſtple aupe thynge. pet koꝛ all this, J wolde that none 
julde decepue hpmlelke, foz (though the goddis forbeare 
Woe iniuries, pet thep lraue theym not bp ed. by 
traunge Zuſtpee. The goddis ben in (betr chaltiſementes 
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ynge to haue and demaunde{uccourandremedy otys, 
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as he that gyuelh a blowe to an other, the hyper that he ly 


* teth his hande, the greatter is the (troke on the cheke.By 


lemblable wpie, che mo peres that they koꝛbere our linnez 


the moze akterwarde do thep hurte bs with pepnes. Trut 
ly J haue leene the goddps dpuers tymes to dpuers per- 


(ones kozbeare dpuers lpunes a greatte whyle, but at the 
lalte Jhaue leeue thepm all bnwaares chaſtpCed with ont 
chaſtplement. 


C Pow the emperour wolde haue them of his 
courte fo lyue , Capi. rrv, 


— ——— 
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L\ ( W. (fall deltenies haue permptted, that J chulde 
MC be choſen emperour(not to llouthkull) J baut 
aboured all tbat Jmpght, to bplpte the Em⸗ 
pp2e: pe lpttell ponge kolkes that are here, were gpuen to 
me ok your fathers, foz to nourplhe you in mp palayes, 
And foz vou that are byager,J\ was delpꝛed to receiue pou 
in hope ko haue gyftes aud rewardes, and other J dpdde 
chule to do 1np lerupee. The intention of the fathers, whi 
they bꝛynge theyz cbyldzen to the court of pzinctSv4s fo put 
thepm from dalpance of thepz frenves and banpllhe then 
from the wantonnes of theyr mothers.Yud me [leemeth it 
18 well done, for the chyldern from they2 pouthe oughte to 
gpue thepmlelke to frauaple, wherby they ought to lyur 
and reſylte the diſfauour and falles of foztune. pe are not 
come from pour coütreps to lerne the byces ok Rome, but 


lo lerne many good maners that are in Rome, aud leavurfÞ 


the vil manerv of your landes. Yll that doo not this, and 
fozſake trauaple: opue thepmſelfe to verp pdelnelle. The 


mplerable Rome hathe moze nede of labourers kor to 18“, 


bour, than of lozdes aud habytauntes, Patricien , thal 
wpll 


Ich that the goddis haue ozdepned and wy fa fl 
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wyll but paſſe the tyme in reſte and plaſutres. J ſweare to 
pou, that not foʒ werpnge the armes with the crafte of we⸗ 
uynge, and the fyngers with ſpinnyng, che boꝛdell houſes 
nawe a dapes ate fuller of ydell women, than the churches 


| of good pꝛieſtes. And J lveare agapne,that eaſelyer maye 


be founde. x. M. yll women in Nome to ſerue in pleaſur-of 
byces than. r.. good menne to ſerue in the: churches. /J 
pꝛaye pou, who ſleech che marchantes in hye wayes : h 
dyſpoylech wayfatrynge men and pylgrimes on the maun⸗ 
taynes : who ppketh the loekes and bꝛeketh honeſt mennes 
doozes aud wyndowes⸗ who robbe by (trengthe the chur⸗ 


ches but theſe le wtryn ge theues. whiche wyll not labour 


by day but diſpoſe them to robbe bp night. O Rome, what 


harmes come to the foꝛ one onely tuylle ho hath fylled 
Italy ſo full ot loſte people, the palays ſoo full of vnable 
perſons the mauntabnes ſa fulbot theues, the tauernes 
o full ot vll women. and euerꝝ place ſo full of vacabiidese 
but ous t3ecagkerofydelnes and ſlouthje, whiche deſtro⸗ 
peth the gondauſtomes moꝛe than the winden and waterg 
thyne olde vonne alles Beteue me deus thynge; fox 1 
cha IGytrouth therin.thatthecra 


kee of weauyng. 
wherin ali thenaughty vilanves are wauen and wꝛought. 
and the ſeede of all vnhappy vyces, the llydynge of all 
goodneſſe, the fallynge oß all theym that be euyll. and the 

awmakynge aud pꝛouobtnge ol alltheſe, ia but this foule 
vyte ol douth and ydelneſſe . And. moze ouer J ſaye, that 
there is no vyce amonge all vyces, that bgedeth ſo great a 
fyꝛe, and cauſeth ſoo contynualle a ſyckeneſſe ot depe a⸗ 


| mouge aaged folke; and that puttethe good folke in fog 
great perpil, and dothe ſoo; moche domage to theym that 


be eupll;as doth ydelnes. Whois it, that cauſeth ſedit on 


amonge the people, and ſclaunder in Realmes, but they 
that telte and do nothynge : bycauſe, they wolde cate the 
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foode gotten by ſwrat of them that laboute who is it, that 
kyndeth newe inuencpons of tributes and foꝛapue exacti⸗ 
ons, but ydeli men, the whiche bycauſe they wyl not wozke 
with thep; handes, fpnde pzofpte with infinite exactions⸗ 
who maketh diſcẽtion betwene neyghbozs but pdell folke? | 
they deuide thepz ylle amonge thepz nepghbours, bycauſe 
thep occuppe not theyꝛ fozces in good wozkes, noz refrapne 
thep2 tongues toclattre of other mens lyues : who tmagy: | 
neth tn theſe dapes ſo many malyces in Rome, the whiche | 
was neuer harde of our fathers, nozredde in oure bones: 
but vacabundes,that nepther apply noz ſette theyz wpttes | 
aboute nothynge els, but thynke how to endomage other? | 
The emperour that coulde banyſhe all theſe ydell perſons | 
oudokhis emppze, mpght well auant hym ſelfe to haue op: | 
pꝛeſſed all the vices of the wozide, J wolde it pleaſed the | 
immoztal goddts, that of ſo many triumphes, that J haue 
hadde of raungers, occupied in good epercyſes, thatJ | 
hadde ſene one of the vacabundes of Rome dꝛyuen out of 
all houſes. There was an auncient lawe, none myghte bt | 
taken and tecepued fo; a citiſen in Rome, but he werefy:l |: 
examined by the Cenſure, In the tpme ot Cato Cenſozins | 
when anp wolde be a citeſen of Rome, this examination 
was made ofhym: De was not demaunded, of whens he 
was, noz what he was, noz whens he came, noz wherfoze 
he came, noʒ of whatkpnne oz auncient ſtocke he tame: but 
only they toke his handes betwene thepzs,and pf they felt: 
them ſolkte and ſmothe, fozthwith as an pdell bacabunde# 
man they dplpatched and (ent hym away:s yf they found 
his handes harde and full or hard knottes, by and by they 
amptted hym a citeʒ en and dweller in Rome. Alſo whan| 
any officers toke any vll doers, & put them in pꝛiſon, tha 
was called M armotine, in ſtede of infozmation, the fyʒſt 
thynge that they toke hede of, was theyꝛ handes, which 
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pk they had bene as a labourers handes, and a work man, 
though his crime were greuous, pet his chaſtyſement was 
mitigate, and moze eaſpe: and pt the vnhappp pzyſoner 
chiced to haue pdel handes,foz a lyttel faute he ſhuld haue 
ſharpe puniſhement. It hath ben an olde ſapenge:He that 
hath good handes, muſte nedes haue good ruftomes.. J 
ſay, I chaſtyſed neuer a labourynge man, dut I was ſozye 
fo; it:noꝛ I neuer cauſed to whyppe a vacabunde, but J 
was gladde of it. wyll tell you moze of this Catho Cen- 
ſoztus, whiche was greatip feared, Foz euen as chyldzen 
in the ſcholes herynge thepz mayſter commynge in, renne 
to they bokes, Mo when Catho went thzough the ſtretes 
of Rome, euerp bodp went to they wozke. O righte happy 
baron, befoze whom the people feared moze to be ydel, than 
to be yll befoze any other. Chan beholde pe at this houre, 


what fozce vertne hathe, and howe valiaunce a vertuous 
man is, ſepnge that all the wozlde feared Rome onelp, fo; 
her wozthynes itt armes:and all Rome feared Catho, one- 


iy fo: His vertues.The aduentures of men ate fo dpuers, 
and the ſuſpecte foztune gyueth ſomany ouerthwart tur: 
nes, that after that a great ſpace ſhe hathe gyuen greatte 
pleaſures; incontinent we are cyted to her ſubtyll trauay⸗ 
les of repentaunce.O happy Catho Cenſoune, who with 
ſuche as haue folowed his wapes, ate nowe ſure fro the a- 
batenientes of foztune. Than he that wyll haue glozpe in 
this lyke, and attapne glozye after deathe, and be beloued 
of many, and feared of all ;lette hym be vertuous in do- 


pnge of good wozkes, and decepue no manne with vayne 


woꝛdes. I ſweare bnto you by the lawe of a man of woꝛ⸗ 
ſchyppe, that pf the goddes wolde accomplyſhe, my deſpze, 
, hade rather to be Cato with the vertuous policies that 

e vſed tn Rome, than tobe Scipio, with the abundance 
ok blode, that he ſhedde in Affricke: all we knowe well, that 


M anc vs 
Scipio hadde a great fame in beatynge downe ol cities, 


and cuttyuge inmnocentes thꝛotes, and Catho hath attay⸗ 
ned eternall memoꝛie in refo 


ug the people, pardonyug | 
treſpaſſours, and teachynge1gnozantfolke. Than ye, map 


all ſee; It I haue good reaſon, moze to deſpꝛe to be Ca- 
to, to the pꝛotpte of many than to be Scipio. to the pʒeiu⸗ 
dyce of ſo manp. Lo my frendes, theſe woꝛdes J haut ſaid |! 
bycauſe ye map ſee, that our pꝛedeceſſours, ſomme in their 
owne laudes, other in ſtrange landes, ſome beynge yonge, | 
and ſome olde, in they: tymes had glozye in thepz petſongs. 
foz them ſelke:and foz the woꝛlde to come haue left no leſſe 


memozy fo; thepʒ ſucceſſours and offpzynge. And we doo 
all the contrary, I beynge emperour am lothe faz to:com- 
mande anp pll. aud our offycets foꝛ then intereſt do woꝛs. 
And wher as we are ſette in dyuers pleaſures by out voce. 
we fall hourely into dyuers myſeries and are noted to gur 


great infampe. By the whiche ocenſpan the iuſt goddes lar: 
our vmuſte wozkes. gyuynge iuſte fentence, commaunde, 


that we lyue with ſuſpection, dye with ſhame, and to be 


hurted with foꝛgetfulnes, neuer to be hadde in memoꝛye. 
Than pou of my courte take good hede, and pꝛynte welle 


my woꝛdes in your myndes: foꝛ who ſo euer I ſe 02:fynde 


ydcll from hensfoꝛth, J diſcharge hym out of my ſeruyce. 


pe that be lerned map wzyte and rede, pe that be men of ar⸗ 


mes and knyghtes,erercyſe you in feates of warre, pe that 


be officers, occupye you in poux oſtyces. And take this {oz 
cettaync,that yf pe lake not this foʒ a warnynge and ma- 


nition, that Þ haue gyuen you betwene you and me, the 


unyſhementes that ſhall gyue vnto you, (hall be open- 
v. Ind to the entent that ve haue it better in vour mano: 


tpe, and to be a doc tryne to pʒynces hereafter to comme, 
this pꝛeſent pꝛactiſe and remonſitance J haue wzytte: in 
all tongues, and ſet it in the hyghe Capptoll a 2 

32 other : 0 
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8 them that ſhal here it nowe. Is thes of Bel ne 1 f. 
lerme ere then celedratynge a feats with rat lope : for 
the gladnes that their N yꝛãtes had ouercome the arm of. 
the Numidicns,andhad taken. r.ot᷑ cheyz ſhyppes 4 caſte 
| tu. perfones into the ſer, bycauſe at that tyme they were 


| | engempes eche to other and fo; the pill woes they dydde 
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112 couccous men to thepʒ lucre x wynnynge. 


v ere ſht wed the great pallpons, that p iſſed amange them. 
And as u is the cuſtomme, the chynge that theſe Pirates 
get on the ſee.they departe it amonge them all; whan they 
come home. Ind whan they comme to lande, they ſpende 
chat merily, that they gatte with greatte trauayle. It is 
| thynge well to be noted, howe all good and ylle hartes 
are applyed: The god men haue greatte delyze to theyz 


Thus 


MARCYS : Y 
Thus men o to be beloued, though ſhoztly-after thep. | 
ought to be abhozred.Pud alſo they ought to be abhozred, 
as though ſhoztely after they ought to be beloued. Thus 
than the gouernours of the (apde cytie, commaunded all 
the ſapde ſhyppes to be ſequeſtred into they; owne han⸗ 
des, to the intent, that they ſhulde not be ſolde, noz the co- 
ueytous people to haue the aduantage in the byenge of 
them. The cauſe was,foz thecuſtowe of the menne of the 
ples was, that all thynges ſhulde be kepte togyther, vnto 
the ende of the warre, oz at leaſte tyil they had peace. This 
was a iuſte lawe: o many tymes is made ſtedfaſte ap: 
poyntementes betwene great enmpes, and not all only foz 
the aunciente hatred, but alſo fozlacke of rycheſſe to ſatiſi: 
fpe the pꝛeſente domages. Thanne as all the people were 
withdzawen into they; houſes aboute ſuppertpme, foz it 
was ſommer, lodenip there came o monſter into the myd⸗ 
des of the citie, after thig hape:Heſemed to be of two cuz 
bytes of heyghte, and he had but one eye, his heed was all 
pylled, ſo that his (cul myghte be ſene: e had none cares, 
but that a lyttell of his necke was open, werby it ſemed þ 
he hard: He hadde two croked hoznes as a gote:Hig 6 
arme was longer than the lefte, his handes were lyke hoꝛs 
kete, he had no thzote, his necke was egall with his heed: | 
his ſhulders ſhone as pptche,hts bzeſte and ſtomacke was | 
all rough of heare, his face was lyke a man, ſaufe it hadde |! c 
but one eye in the myddes of his fozeheed,and had but one 11 
nolethzyll.from the waſte downewarde he was not ſeene, ( 
fo it was couered, he ſatte on a chariot with.iiu. wheles, | 
whereat were two lyons faſtened togyther befoze,and two } fi 
bearcrs behpnde:and it coulde not be determined, wherof n 
the chariotte was made, but there was no dyfference in fa⸗ o! 
cion theton, and other that were vſed commonlyc: In the |! ſe 
mpddes of the lapde chariotte was a caudꝛon lyke a tablet. 
with | 
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with two eares, wherin the ſayde monſter was: and ther- 
! foze it was ſene but fro the gyꝛdelſtede vpwarde.He wente 
about in the citie fro gate to gate a long (pace caſtyng out 
ſpercles of fpze. The feare was ſo great, that dyuers wo- 
men mith chylde were delyuered with great peryll, and o⸗ 
ther that were weake harted fell in a lwowne. Ind all the 
people great and ſmalle, leſſe and moze, ranne to the tem⸗ 
ples of Jupiter, Mars, and Phebus, makynge impoztu- 
nate cries and clamours. And the ſame ſeaſon all the ſayde 
Ppꝛates were lodged in the gouernours palayes named 
Solpn. He was of the nacyon of Capue, and there was 
all the rycheſſe kepte. And whan this monſterhad bene o⸗ 
uer all the cytie with his chariot,than the lpons and bea- 
tes bꝛought hym to the palays,where the Þyzates were, 
| and bepnge verp nygh to the gates that were faſte cloſed, 
! the monſter cut an eare of one of the lyons, and with the 
bloode therok he wzote thele letters. NR. A. S. B. J. . 
Cheſe letters were a pzofe to all theym of hyghe lpirite, to 
gꝑvue declaration of them:and there were mo declarations 
| then there were letters. But finally a woman diuinereſſe, 
oz tontrary, a ſothlaper, that was had in great reputation 
| fo: her craftes, made the very declaration of the ſapde let⸗ 
ters, ſapenge thus. R.reddite. A, aliena. S. fi vultis. . 
pꝛopꝛia. J, in pace. , poſſidere. Mhiche all togyther is 
to ſaye, Render that perteyneth to other, yt that ye wylle 
in peace poſſeſſe pour owne, Surelp the ppzates were 
# ſooze affrayde of that dꝛedkull commaundement: and the 
bwomã was greatly pꝛapſed foz her high declaration. Than 
kfoꝛthewith the ſame nyght the monſter went into a hyghe 
mountapne called as than Janitlia, and there by the ſpace 
of thꝛe days was in the ſyghte of all the citie: and in that 
| | ſeaſon the lpons made great rozynge and howlynge, and 
the beares and monſter keſte out great — — 
1 js 1 
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And all that ſeaſon there neyther appertd byꝛd in the ayn 
no2 beaſte in the feldes and all the men offred great ſacry: | 
fyces to the goddes, in ſuche wyfe that they bzake the vey: | 


nes of they? handes, and fete, and offred theyz blode, to ſeif | 
they myght appeaſe:thepz goddes. After the thꝛe days pal 

ſed, ſodenly appeted a cloude blacke and derke vppon the 
erthe. and it began to thunder and iyghten, with a greate 


erthequake loo that many howles fell in the citie, and ma: 
ny 97 the dwellers and citclins dyed. And than fodepnely 


—— 


there came a flame of fyꝛe ftome the monſter and bꝛent all | 
the palaps, here the fapde Pyꝛates wert, and the rychel: 


fcs that were in it. ſo that all was confumed in it, yea the 
very.(tones:and the domage was ſo great, that there fell 
mo then. u. M. houſes. And there dyed as good as x. M. 


perſons. And in the ſame place on the toppe of the moun: | 
tayne, where as the monſter was, theperour comaunded to 
edifie a temple to the god Jupyter in memoꝛie of the ſame. 
Or the whiche temple themperour Alexander, hauynge 


warre with them of the realme, made a ſtronge caſtell, 


O hat befell to a citeſin of Rome in the tyme of 
2323 emperour Marcus. Cap.xxvu. 


he ſame tyme that thts aduenture chaunced 
m that Jie, there was dwellynge in the ſamt 
cytie a Romayne named Anthygone a loꝛde ol 


noble bloude, and ſommewhat entred in age: 
and about two pere befoze, he, his wpfe, and 
— of his were banyſhed Rome, and not his ſon⸗ 
nes. The occaſpon was. There was and ancient laudable} 


cuſtome, ſitij Quintus Cinſinatus dictatour, that two of 


the auncient fenatours togyther ſhulde goo with the cen⸗ 
fure newlp created, and the olde, in the month of Deccb1e| 


b 
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| foztoviſiteall Rome: and they to call every Romapne as 


parte alone, ſhewynge hym the.riti, tables of they; lawes 
and particular decrees of the ſenate, demandynge of them 
ik they knewe any neyghbour inthey: quarter, that hadde 
bꝛoken theſe lawes. And yk they dyd, it ſhulde be infozmed 


to the ſenate. And there all togyther to oꝛdapne punyſche⸗ 
ment, accoꝛdynge to the dyuerſitte of the kautes that they 
hadde commptted. But the fautes commytted that pꝛe⸗ 
lente pere, they myght not chaſtyce, but to aduertyſe them 
| toamende akterwarde. And all ſuche as were ones war⸗ 


ned, and in the nerte viſitation founde ſtyll vnamended, 


. 


to be greuoully punyſhed, and ſometyme banyſhed. Theſe 
were the woꝛdes of the lawe in the. v. table and thyꝛde cha⸗ 
piter: It is ozdepned by the holy ſenate, by conſente of blil⸗ 


| full men,recepupng the auncient colonies, that if men be: 
ynge men in one pere do treſpas, the men asmẽ foz the ſaid 
pere ſhall diſſimule and fozbeare:but yt they that be yll as 


vll do not amende, they that be good, as good ſhall chaſtiſe 
them. Alſo the ſayd lawe ſayth, the fyzſt fautes are ſuffted, 
bycauſe they ar cõmytted with weake ignoꝛãce: but yt they 


cõtynue them, ß they be chaſtyſed, bycauſe theyz yll cometh 
bf llouth and malyce. This tnquiſition was euer made in 
the monethe of Decembze,bycaule that ſoone after in the 


month of Janiuer the offyces of Rome were dyuided. And. 


it was reaſon, that they ſhuld knowe to whome they ſhuld 


gyue oz denye theyꝛ dygnities:to thentent that good ſhuld 


not be choſen in ſtede of yll,noz the yl in ſtede of good. The 
ꝑticuler cauſe why they banyſhed the man x his wyfe with 
= theyz doughter was this; The ſeconde emperour of Rome 
Auguſt ozdetned.that none ſhuld be ſo hardy to pys at any 


dozes of the tẽples: and Caligula the.iiii. emperour coin⸗ 


manded, that no woman ſhuld gyue any cedules to hange 
about the peoples necke, to heale the feuer quartayne. 


N. ti. And 
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And Cato cenſoꝛine made a lawe, that no ponge man noz 
ponge mapden ſhulde ſpeke togyther at the conduites oz 
welles, where they fetched water, noz at the rpuer, where 
they waſhed theyz clothes, noz at the ouens where they ba- 
ked bzeadde bycauſe all the ponge people of Rome that 


were wplde and wanton,ranne euer thyder. So it befell, |} 


that as the cenſures and conſules vyſited the quarter cal- 
ted mount Celto,there was a dweller named Antigonus 
accuſed, that he was ſene pyſſyng agaynſt the temple wall 
of Mars: and his wyfe was accuſed, that ſhe hadde ſolde 
cedules foz feuer quartapnes: and lpkewyſe his doughter 
was accuſed, that ſhe was ſene at the conduptes,ryuers,x 
ouens, ſpekpynge and laughpng with ponge men of Rome. 
The whiche was a great ſhame to the maydens of Rome, 
Than the cenſures ſeyng the yll oꝛder, that they had koũd 
in the houſe of the ſapde Inthygone by the regeſters, by 
due examination, beyng warned afoze, they were banyſhed 
into the ples of Cycyll,foz as longe as it ſhulde pleaſe the 
ſenate. Ind lyke as in edifices, ſumptuouſe and of gerate 
eſtimation, one ſtone is not decapde oʒ wzythed out with⸗ 
out ſhakpnge oz moupnge of an nother : euen lpkewyſe 


is it in the chaunces of men. Foz commonly one vnhap: 
ppnes chaunceth not, but an nother folowed. And J ſape 
this bycauſe Fnthygone loſte not onely his honour and 
welthe, but alſo he was banyſhed, and beſyde that by the | 
treinblynge of the erthe his houſe fell downe, and flewe a | 


welbeloued doughter of his. Ind all the whple that this 
was done at Rome, a that that befell of the monſter in Ci⸗ 


cile, Marke the emperour was in the warres agaynſte the | 
Arrogons, and there he receyued a letter frome Antygone | 
wherin was reherſed his banyſſhynge, wherof the Empe⸗ 
rour hadde great compaſſpon, and to comfoꝛte hym, ſente 


ofa | 


hym an other letter. | 
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COfagreatpeſtylence that was In Italy int his 
empcrours tyme:Cap.rxvitt. 


= 7tepereafterthe dethe of Anthony the meke, 
tt \WAfatherin law to Marcus Aurelius, and father 
(4 to Fauſtyne, there felle a peſtplence in Italpe, 
and it was one of the. v. greatte peſtylences a⸗ 
— monge the Romapne people. This moꝛtalitie 
dured the ſpace of two peres, and it was vnpuerſall tho⸗ 
rough out all Italy to the great domage and feare of all 
the Romaines:foz they thoughte that goddes wolde haue 
dyſtroped them, fo: ſome dyſpleaſure that they had done a⸗ 
gaynſt them. There dyed ſo manp. as well ok greate eſtate, 
as ryche and pooze.greatte and ſmall, ponge and olde, that 
the wzpters had leſſe trauapyle to wʒyte the ſmall nombze of 
them that were lefte alpue, than to wzyte the multytude 
of them that were deed. Lyke as whan a greate buyldyng 
wplt falle, fyꝛſte there falleth ſome ſtone: In lyke wyſe the 
Romapns neuer had no great peſtylence in they tyme, but 
fyꝛſt they were thzetned with ſome token, ſigne oꝛ pꝛodigie 


_ fcoheuen, Two pere befoze that Haniball entred into J⸗ 


talp, in an euenyng whan the wether was clere and fapze 
ſodapnely it rayned bloudde and mylke in Rome, And it 
was declared by a woman that the blode betokened cruell 
warre, and the mylke a moꝛtall peſtylence. W han Scilla 
retourned from Champapne, to put Marius his ennemy 
out of Rome, his menne of warre and knyghtes ſawe in a 
nyght a fountapne that ranne bloudde, and who ſoo euer 
was bathed therin, ſemed to be poyſoned with venyme. 
Ok the whiche pꝛodigie folowed, that of. ii. C. and. l. M. 
dwellers in Rome, what with theym that dyed with che 
ſwerde, and other conſumed by peſtylence, were conſumed 
with Scilla, and of them that fledde wich — 1 the 
| tif, ayd 
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ſayde great multitude ot Romapnes, there abode alyue no 
mo but.xl.M perſones. Certaynely Rome neuer receyued 
ſo greate domage in!. vi. C. peres befoze, as they dydde by 
they; owne pꝛopze people. All the tyrantes were neuer ſoo 
cruell agaynſt ſtrange landes, as the Romayns were than 
agaynſt they: owne p2opze landis. Ind this ſeemeth to be 
true, bycauſe the ſame dap Þ Scylla paſſed thzough Rome 
with his bloody ſwerde, a capitayn of his ſayd to hym: Sir 
Scylla, pf we flee them that beare armour inthe feldes, x 
them that bere no armour in they: houſes, with whom (hal 
we lyue? J conture the by the hye goddis,ſyth we be bozne 
of women, let vs not flee the women: and ſyth we be men, 
lette vs not flec the men. Thou thynkeſt that in lepnge all 
the Romaynes, to make a common welth of beaſtis of the 
mountapnes. Thou entreſt with a crie to defende the com 
mon welthe, and to put out the tyzantes that diſtrope the 
common welthe and we do remayne tyzantes our ſelues. 
To mpue vnderſtandynge that capytapn merited as great 
glozte foz the good woꝛdes that he ſpake, as Scylla dydde 
merite chaſtyſement foz the crueltie that he dyd. This we 
haue ſaid, bycauſe that ere ſuche damages dyd fall, there 
appered befoze certapne pꝛodigpes and tokens. Noleſſe 
token was ſhewed befoze the moztalitie that fel in the time 
of this good emperour, the whiche was a fearefull thyng. 
The cale was ſo: Ona dape as themperour was at the tẽ⸗ 
ple of the virgins Ueſtales, ſodapnlp there entred in two 
hogges, and ranne aboute his fete, and there fell downe 
deed. And on an other dape as he came from the hygh Ca- 
pitoll, foʒ to haue gone oute at the gate Salarie, he ſawe 
two kytes ioynynge togyther with they; talantes: and ſoo 
fel downe deed at the emperours fete. And within a ſhozte' 
whyle oz ſeaſon after, as the ſayde emperour came fro hun 
tynge, his houndes rennynge at a wylde beaſte, as he gaue 
two 
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two gteyhondes that he loued well, water to dꝛynke with 
his owne handes, ſodenly they felt downe deev at his fete. 
Than he remembꝛynge the ſwyne, the kptes and the grey⸗ 
houndes deed fo ſodeynly, he was greatiy -diſmayed, and 
aſſembled all his pꝛieſtes magitiens.and diumes, deman⸗ 
dynge what they layde to the pꝛodygies. And they by thoſe 
thynges paſſed, iudged the dede pꝛeſent, and determpned, 
that within two peres the goddis wolde fende great x gre⸗ 
uous punyſhementes to Rome. Than within a ſhoꝛt while 
after there began a warre agaynſte the Parthcs, wherby 
there kel the pere after great famyn and peſtylence amonge 
the Romapus. This peſtplence came with ſozes vnder the 
arme pittes;fo that all the ſenate fſledde away, and the em: 
perour alone abode ſtyll in the capytoll. Than the avꝛe bez 
gan to be ſo coꝛrupt, that though he eſcaped the peſtylence 
yet he was vexed with hote fcuers. W herkoꝛe he was fayn 
to leue Rome, and went into Champapne: and fynally in 
the citie of Naples he made his abode durynge the tyme 
that the peſtylence was in Kome, | - | 


-  CHowMar.anſweredhis phiſitions that wolde 
1 haue him leaue his ſtudie. Cap. xxix. 


he emperour bepnge in the fapde citie of Aa⸗ 
ples, where as other ſoughte paſtpme to cons 


284 


erue they: lyues, this emperour occupped hym 


gette hym a newe boke: not ſuche as was wzyten in his 
tyme, but ſuch as were foꝛgotten foz age. This emperour 
Bas not onely a louer of olde and antyke bookes, but alſo 
of aunctent ſtoʒies, and ſet very great ſtooze by theym. 
And he thus beynge in the cytie lycke and verp yll — 
| ere 
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there was bzought tohym out of a citie of Aſia called he 
lia, by certapne Yebzewes,a boke wʒyten in Hebzewe: a he 


toke ſuche pleaſure in that boke, that ofte tymes he wolde 
leaue his meate aud goo to ſtudy: and fo all that he was 
in his hote feuer, he wolde not leaue to reede, foz all that 
his phiſitiens warned hym, and his frendes pꝛayde hym: 
and they that were about hym,counſapUed hyme, and de⸗ 
manded hym, why he lefte to pꝛocure the helthe of his per⸗ 
ſone in ſo moche redynge. He aunſwered: By the gooddes 
that we honour J conture pou, and foꝛ the frendſhyp that 
is betwene vs, J pꝛape you lette me alone. pe knowe well, 
that ſuche as are of a delycate bloode, haue not ſoo moche 
ſolicptude as the ruſtpcall people, that haue hard ſynewes 
and be of a moze harder complexion. Lpke maner they of 
clere vnderſtandynge haue nede of other medicynes, and 
to be heled with other ſyꝛopes thi they of groſſe vnderſtan 
dyng. This is the dyfferece that J haue of eyther of them: 
The pdeote kepeth dpete from bookes, and reſteth on his 
meate, and the wyſe man abhozreth meate, and dzaweth 
hym to his bookes: If they knewe that knowe not, what 
thynge knowlege is, I \weare to you they ſhulde ſe what 
auayleth moze the lytel knowledge that a wyſe man hath, 
than the greatte ryches of the ryche man. Foz the myſera⸗ 
ble ryche perſone, the moze that he encreaſeth in rychelle, 
che moze he dimintſheth in frendes, and groweth in enne⸗ 
myes to his domage, And he that is wyttye.the wyſer that 
he is, the better he is beloued of theym that be good, and 
fcared of them that beyll fo his p2ofpte. One of the thyn⸗ 
ges,wherin J holde mp ſelfe moſte bdunde to the goddis 
in this, that they haue cauſed me to — che tyme as 
IJ haue done, the which is not lytell gyft 


in this woꝛlde. J ſay it is, bycauſe I haue had great com⸗ 
paſſpon of the pooze, that be very pooze, of —_— of 
them 


82a man to lyue 


| 


| 
ö 
3 
8 7 
e 
E 
f 
n 


| nozantly amonge menne. J demaunde one thynge of pon: 
D 


AVRECIVS | 49 


them that be ſozowfull and vnhappy, and of Ozphelins. 
But without compariſon, I haue had greatteſt compaſ⸗ 
ſiõ ot them, that lacke knowlege.Foz the goddis, making 
menne ingnozaunt by naturalitte, myght haue made them 
goddis by connynge and knowledge: and as the llouthe⸗ 
full men ate tamed and made leſſe than men, by theyz ne⸗ 
glygence, ſo certaynly bleſſed is he, that is not contente to 
be à man, but yt he pꝛocure to be moze than a man, by his 
bertue. And curſed is that man, that knoweth not to be a 
man, but maketh hym ſelfe leſſe than a man by his vyce. 

By the iudgement of al philoſophers, there is but one, that 
is the fyꝛſt cauſe:whiche in one god immoꝛtall, and if there 
be dpyers goddes in the heuens, it is bycauſe there are di⸗ 
yers vertues in the erthe. And in the wozlde, that is paſte, 
whan the ſymple men were ſeruauntes and bonde menne, 
and the good men rulers and gouernours, they were then 
ſo eſtemed, bycauſe they were knowen and renowmed foz 
theyꝛ good werkes in they; lpfe. Soo that they were hol⸗ 


den and reputed as goddis after they; deathe. This is the 


ryghte rewarde, that commeth of vertue. It is a thynge 
conſonaunt to reaſon, that they that be good amonge ſoo 
many pll in this lyfe, ſhulde be greatly honoured amonge 
the goddis after theyꝛ deathe. pe are not well content with 
me, bycauſe J am alwape redynge: but J am wozſe con- 


tente with you, bycauſe I neuer ſe boke in pour handes: ye 


thynke it great trauaple, to à ſycke man, to rede, and J re⸗ 


pute it a very peryllous thynge,foz a hole manne, to reſte 


and be pdle. pe lap, my redyng is cauſe of my feuer quar⸗ 
tapne in my lleſche:and J ſape, that ydelneſſe engendzeth 
great peſtilence. Spth Þ may pꝛokyte mp bokes, let no 
man haue compaſſpon of my trauaple. Foꝛ J deſyꝛe rather 
to dye as a wyſe perſon, among wyſe men, than to lyue ig⸗ 


A man 
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a man, pꝛeſumyng to be a man, and is not lerned, what dyf 
ference is betwene hym and other beaſtes⸗ Certapnly, the 
beaſtes are moze pzofytable to labour the erthe, than ſpm: 
ple perſons be, to ſcrue the common welthe: A poze ore gy- 
ueth his (kynne to make ſhone, his fleſhe to be eaten, and 
his ſtrength to labour: and a pooze ſpinple ſhepe doth pꝛo⸗ 
fite, his flece and woll to make clothe,x his mylke to make 
cheſe. But what pꝛokpteth a foliſhe ideote man? Nothpung, 
but offondeth the goddes, ſclaundereth innocentes, eateth 
the bzeade of other, and is chieke heed of vacaboundes. Of 
trouth pf it lap in mp handes to do, J had rather giue lyfe 
to a ſpmple oxe, than to a malicious ideote. Foz the beaſt li⸗ 
ueth, foʒ the vtilite of dyuers, without doynge domage to 
any other: and the ſymple ideote man liueth, to the domage 
of all other and without pzofyte to any perſone. Therkoze 
thynke well, why Jam not pleaſed with theym that be ig⸗ 
nozaunt, and loue thepm that be lerned. Harke ſyzs, what 
I ſhall ſhewe pou: That man ſemeth good, that is meke 
and gentyll of condition, ſofte in wozdes and reſtefulle in 
his perſone, and gracpous in conuerſacpon. And contrary 
wyſe, that perſonne ſooze diſpleaſeth me, that is ſharpe of 
wozdes.ſo0ze moued in his warkes, rpottous in his con: 
dicion, and double of his pꝛomple, and harde harted, Al- 
ſo I ſap, that pf any thyng wante in a wyſe man by nature 
he ſupplyeth it by ſcience:and he that is ignozaunt and fo⸗ 
lyſhe. pf he want difcretton, he ſupplyeth it with his ma⸗ 


lyce. And truſte ſurelp, that a wozthy vertuouſe man ther⸗ 


by becomethe wpſe, and he is to be truſted: and he that is 


ok an other maner, beware ot hym, foz he goeth about to 
ſell his malyce. He that wyl begyle an other, the fyzſt thing 
that he doth is, he ſheweth hym ſelfe to be ſpmple and ig⸗ 
nozaunt.Foꝛ a man beynge in credence, mape (oone ſpꝛede 
abzode his malpce. The mothes and lofte wozmes, =_ | 
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the clothe, and the canker wozme perſeth the bone, and flat- 
tcrynge men beayle all the wozlde, 


¶ Howe ſcience ought to be in pzincts. Cap. rex. 


he ſapd emperour folowing his purpoſe, fayd: 
Frendes beholde, howe greate domage igno- 


787 


| | 884] rance dothe to all men. And thoughe it be do⸗ 
2) ESJ nageable to euerp man pet it is moſte hurte⸗ 
"cull to a pꝛynce, whiche oughte, not onely to be 
content, to Rknowe as moche as anp other wyſe perſon kno⸗ 
weth, but to knowe that euerp man knoweth, ſythe he is 
lozde ouer all other. To my iugement, theſe pꝛyncis ar not 
choſen, that they ſhulde cate moze meat, than all other, noz 
to be appardyled rychelyer than all other, no to renne fa: 
ſter than all other: but with pꝛeſuppoſitiõ that they ought 
toknowe moze than all other. Whan a pꝛynce wyll refrayn 
his ſenſualitie, than he ought to regarde, that his perſone 
be ryght honeſt, and remebze this woꝛde, that is, The gret⸗ 
ter that a pꝛynce is of power, aboue other, the moze oughte 
he to be vertuouſe aboue al other, Foz certaynly the great⸗ 
teſt inkamy is, to ſe a man moſt myghty # moſt ryche aboue 
all other, and than to be knowen an ideot, #leſſe of know- 
lege than other. Ali defautes in a gouernour map be bozne 
ſaue ignozaunce:fo2 ignozaunce in a pzynce,is a ſtroke of 
peſtilence:and it ſleeth dyuers, and inkecteth all perſons; 
and vnpeopleth the realme, chaceth awape freades, a gy 
ueth harte to enmies of ſtrange natios,that were in dꝛede, 
t finally domageth his perſon, and ſclaundzeth euery one. 
( d han Camyll triũphed ouer the frenche men, the daye 
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q: ofhis triumphe he wꝛote theſe wozdes in the Capytoll:O 


Rome, thou haſt ben moder of all wyle men, and ſtepdame 
to al fooles. ¶ Thele were wozthy —_— of ſuch a _ 
| | „ii. nd 
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and but yf my remembzaunce begyle me,certaynely Rome 


was moze renoumed foz wyſe perlones.that came thyther, 
than foz the featis of warre, that were ſente from thenſe. 
Our auncyent Romayns were moze feared,fo2 theyz wyſe- 
dome and knowledge, than foz theyꝛcõqueſtes. all the erth 
feared them moe, that tourned leaues of bokes in Rome, 
than them, that were armed with armourc. Foz that cauſe 


Rome was neuer banquyſhed:and though theyz armpes 


were deuyded and bꝛoken, yet they neuer lacked wyſe men, 
I can not ſape it without teares, Rome is fallen frome the 
molt hyght of her eſtate, not foꝛfaute of money and armes, 
foꝛ to fyght withall, but foz lacke ot wyſe men, and vertu⸗ 
ous, foʒ to gouerne. Our fozefathers wanne lyke men and 
we leſe lyke ſymple chyldꝛen. All thynges that are deſyzed 


of men:thep attayn by trauaple.ſuſteyn with thought, and 
departe fro, with great annoyance.And the reaſon is this: 


There is nothynge ſoo good, noz ſoo well beloued, but the 


courſe of tyme, cauſeth vs to leaue it, and to dyſpzayle and 


abhoze it, oz to be wery therof. This is the vapn vanite of 
the wozlde,and loſt tyme loſt:foz with they: pong deſpꝛes, 


they do refrapne they; deſpꝛes. They wolde oftentymes at⸗ 
tapne a thynge, and after they ſtudp howe to go therfro a- 


gayne. And pet to ſhewe further theyꝛ lyghtnes , that that 
coſt moche, they gyue foꝛ a lyttel pꝛice. That that they loue 
at one tyme, they hate at an other: and that that they with 
great ſtudye and labour haue attapned, with greate furye 
they foꝛgo. And me thynketh this is the oꝛdinaunce of the 
goddis.that he that loueth, ſhall haue an ende: and it that 
ts beloued, ſhall take an ende: and the tyme that we are in, 


ſhall ende. Than it is reaſone, that the loue, wherwith 


we do loue, ſhall ende in lpyke wyſe. Thus our appetpte is 


ſo dyſſhoneſt, that in ſeinge we deſpze it, and in deſyzing we 
pꝛocure it and in pꝛocurpnge, we attapne it, and in the at- 
tepn⸗ 
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tepninge we abhozre it, and in the abhozrynge, we leaue it: 
and than fozthwith agayne, we pꝛocure an other thynge, 
and that newe pzocurynge, weabhozre agapne: In ſuche 
wyſe, that whan we begynne to loue a thynge, than we fall 
agayne to hate it, and in the fallynge to hate it, we begyn 


agapne to loue an other thynge. So thus fynally, our lyfe 


dothe ende, er our couetyſe dothe leaue vs. It is not thus 
of wyldome and knowlege, the whiche,yf it ones entre in⸗ 
to a mans harte, it cauſeth hym to fozget the trauaple, that 
he toke in the attapnynge thereof. Foz he taketh the tyme 
paſt as good:and eniopeth with ryghtful toy. the tyme pꝛe 
ſente, and hateth pdelnes. Noz he is not contente with that 
he knoweth, but infozceth his appetite, to knowe moe, lo⸗ 
uynge that other leaueth: and leauynge, that other loueth. 
Finallp, he that is perfittely wyſe,ſpozteth in this wozlde 
with trauayle, and in trauaylyng in bokes, is his reſt. We 
haue not to ſaye of all thynges, but of that we fele of them. 
Fo: it is an other maner to ſpeake by ſimilytude of a ſtran⸗ 
ger, and of our owne experience. And in this caſe J ſape, 
that though we hope of no rewarde of the goddis, noz ho⸗ 
nour amonge men, noꝛ memoꝛie of the woꝛlde to come: yet 
am I ryght gladde, to be all onelp a phyloſopher, to ſe how 
glonouſly the philoſophers haue paſſed they: tyme. J de⸗ 


maunde one thynge, whan myne vnderſtandyng ts dul⸗ 


led in that J haue to doo, and whan mp memoꝛpe ts trou- 
bled,in that J haue to determpyne,and whan my bodye is 
compaſſed with dolours, and whan my harte is charged 
with thoughtes, and whan J am without knowledge, and 
whan J am ſet about with peryls, where canne J be better 


aͤccompanped than with wyſe men, oz els redynge amonge 
bokes : In bokes J fynde wyldome, wherby J map lerne: 
| alſo there J fynd woꝛthynes, which J may folowe: J fynd 
there pꝛudence, to counſell me, J fynde ſuche as be ſozow- 
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full, with whom J may wepe . J fynde them there that be 
merye, with whom J mayelaughe: I fpnde there, ſymple 
folke,at whame J may ſpoꝛt: J fynde that is nought, whi⸗ 
che I mape leaue: And finally, in bokes J fynde, howe in 
pꝛoſperitie, F ought to behaue me: and ho we in aduerſp⸗ 
tie, ought to guyde me. O, howe happy is that manne, 
that haty well red: And pet moze happy is he, that though 
he knoweth moche, yet ſtapeth vppon counſaple. Ind pf 
this be true generally, than moch moꝛe is it neceſſaty, that 
he kepe the true wape, whiche gouerneth all other. It 1s 8 
rule infallyble, that a:pzynce beynge wyſe, can neuet be ſim 
ply good, bnt very good: and the pꝛynce that is ignoꝛaunt, 
can not be ſimply yll, but very pll.A pꝛince, that is not well 
foztunate, his wyſedome mape greately excuſe hym to his 
people, of his myſfoztune gyuen to hym by foztune. Whan 
a pꝛynce is greatly beloued of his cõmontie, and is vertu⸗ 
ous of his perſone, than euery man ſapthe, pt he haue not 
ood foztune:Yll though our pꝛynce wat go9d foztune,yet 
is wozthyp vertues faple not: and though he be not hap: 
py in his ententes.yet at the leaſte he ſheweth his wyldom 
in the meane ſeaſon. And thoughe foztune denpe hym at 
one howꝛe, pet at an other tyme, ſhe agreeth, by his wyſe- 
dome. And contrarp wyle, an vn wyſe pꝛynce, and hated of 
his people, by puell foztune,renneth into great peryll. Foz 
pf lle ſuccede to hym in weighty mattiers, than inconty | 
nent it ſhalbe ſayd, it is by reaſon of the ignoꝛaunce of hym 
ſelfe, oꝛ by vll counſell of luch os be about hym, x yf good⸗ 
nes ſuccede to hym, it hall not be attrybuted by reaſon of | 
his good gouernaunce, but that foztune hath ſuffered it, 
and not by the cyzcumſpecte wyſedome, that he hath had de 
in the meane ſeaſone, but that it was of the pitie, that the 


goddis had of hym. Than ſith it is thus, a vertuouſe and 
a wozthy pꝛynce, in his ydell tymes, ought lecretely to — 
| in bo⸗ 
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in bokes, and openly to common and counſell with wiſe 
men. And in caſe, vll foztune wyll not permyt hym. to take 
theyz coũſayles, pet at the leaſt, he ſhall recouer credence a⸗ 
mong his ſubiectes. I wyl ſay no moze to you, but J eſtem 
the knowlege of a wyſe perſo fo moch, that pf J knewe that 
there were ſhops of fcicces,as there is of other marchaun⸗ 
diſe, J wol gyye al Þ J haue, only to lerne, that a wiſe man 
lerneth in one day. Finally N ſap, that I wyl not gyue, that 
lyttel that N haue lerned in one houre,foz al the gold in the 
wozlde :And moe gloꝛy haue J. of the bokes that J haue 
red, and of ſuch wozkes as J haue wptẽ, than of al the vic 
tozies, that J haue had, oz of Þ realmes that J haue won. 


¶ What a vilapne ſayde to the fenatours of Rome iu the 
N pꝛeſence of the emperour.Cap.xxxi. 


His emperour, beyng ficke, as it is atozeſayd, 
on a dape as there were with hym diuets phy⸗ 
ſitions and oꝛatours, there was a purpoſe ino 
[E hhuedamonge theym,howe greately Rome was 
are chaunged not all onely in edifyces but alſo in 
cuſtomes and was ful of flatterers, and vnpepled of men, 
that durſte ſay the trouthe. Than the emperour ſayd: The 
fyzſte pere, that Þ was conſull, there came a pooze vilayne 
from the ryuer of Danubie, to aſke iuſtyce of the ſenate, a⸗ 
yenſte a cenſure, who dydde dpuers exrtoztions to the peo⸗ 
ple: and he hadde a ſmall face, and great lyppes, and ho⸗ 
lowe eyes, his heare curled, bare heeded, his ſhoes of a 
pozkepes ſkyn, his cote of gotis heare, his gyꝛdell of bulle 
ruſhes, and awyld eglantyne in his hand. It was a ſtrãge 
thinge to le hym fo monſtruous: and meruaple, to here his 

purpoſe. Certaynlp ,whan J ſaw hym com into the ſenate, 

J wende it had bene fomebeaſte, in the figure ofa maune. 

And 


Ar — 


MARCVS 


Ind after J had harde hym, Þ tudged hym one of the god 
des,yfthere be goddes amonge men. And as the cuſtome 
in the ſenate was, that the complayntes of the pooze per: 
ſons were harde,befoze the requeſtes of the ryche:this vil⸗ 
layne had lycence to ſpeake, and ſo beganne his purpoſe, 
wherin he ſhewed hym ſelfe as bolde in woꝛdes, as extreme 
and baſe in his arap,and ſapd: O ye auncpent fathers,and 
happy people, J Mples, dwellynge in a cytie on the rpuer 
of Danubie, doo ſalute you Senatours, that are here al. 
ſembled in the ſacred ſenate. The dedes do permptte, and 
the goddes ſuffre, that the capitapns of Rome, with thepz 
greate pꝛyde haue reduced vnder ſubiection, the vnhappy 
people of German. Great is the glozy of you Romapnes, 
foz your battaples, that pe haue wonne thzoughout all the 
woꝛlde. But pf wzyters ſaye true,moze greater ſhalbe pour 
infamp.tn tyme to come, foꝛ the cruelties that pe haue done 
to the innocentes. Mp pꝛedeceſlours had people nyghe to 
the flode of Danubie, and bycauſe they dyd plle, the erthe 
waxed dꝛpe, and they dꝛewe to the freſhe water: than the 
water was nopfull to them, and they returned to the mayn 
lande. What (hall J ſay than! out couetyſe is ſo great, to 
haue ſtraungers goodes, and pour pꝛyde ſo renoumed, to 
commaunde all ſtraunge landes, that the ſee may not pꝛoo⸗ 
fyte vs, in the depnes therof,noz the erthe, to aſſure vs in 
the caues therof.Thertoze F hope in the iuſt goddes, that 
as ye. without reaſon, haue caſte vs out of our houſes and 
poſſeſſpons:(o other ſhall com, that by reaſon, ſhal caſt you | 
out of Italy and Rome. In infallible rule it is, that he, 
that taketh wzongfully an other mans good, ſhall leſe the 
ryght of his owne.Regatd pe Romains, though J be a vil | 
layn, pet J knowe, who is iuſt # ryghtwyſe.in holdyng his 
owne:and who a ty2ant, in poſſeſſpnge others. There is | 
a tule, that what ſo euer thep,that be pll, haue gathered in | t 
| many 
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many dapes, the goddes taketh fro them in one daye: and 
contrarye wyſe, all that euer the good haue loſte in manye 
dates, the goddys reſtozeth to them agapn in one day. Be⸗ 
leue me in one thynge, and haue no doute therin, that of 
the vnlaufull wynnyng of the fathers, there foloweth the 
iuſte loſſe to they chyldzen. And pk the goddes toke frome 
them, that be pl{,cuerp thynge, that they haue wonne,as 
ſoone as it ts wonne, it were but reaſone:but in lettynge 
them alone, therby they aſſemble by lytell and lytell diuers 
thynges, and than, whan they thynke leaſt theron : is ta⸗ 
ken from them all at ones. This is a tuſte iugement of the 
goddys, that ſythe they haue done yll to dpuerſe, that ſome 
ſhulde do yll to them. Certaynelp it is not poſſpble to any 
vertuous man, yt he be vertuous, that he take any taſte in 
an other mans good. Ind J am ſoze abaſſhed, how a man, 
kepynge an other mans good, can lyue one houre. Syth 
he ſeeth, that he hath don iniure to the goddis, ſclůdzed his 
nepbours, pleaſed his enmpes, loſt his frendes,greued the 
that he hath robbed, and aboue all, hath put his owne per- 
ſon in peryll. This is a ſhamefull thynge amonge menne, 
and culpable befoze the goddys, the man that hath the de⸗ 


ſyꝛe ok his harte, and the bzydelle of his warkes at ſuche 
lubertie, that the lytell, that he taketh and robbeth fro the 
pooze,ſemeth moche to hym: but a great deale of his owne 
ſemeth to hym but lytell. O what an vnhappy man is he, 
| whether he be Greke,oz latyn, that without conſyderation, 
| wyll chaunge his good fame into ſhame, iuſtice into wꝛõg. 


ryght into tyꝛanny, oz trouth into leſynge, the certayne in⸗ 


to bncertapne, haupnge annopaunce of his owne goodes, 
and dye foꝛ other mens: He that hath his pzincypall inten 
is tion, to gather goodes foꝛ his chyldꝛen. and ſeke not fo2 a 
good name, amonge them that be good:it is a tuſte cauſe, 


that he leſe all his goodes, and ſo withoute CF name — 
i. e 
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to be ſhamefull amonge them that be yll. Let all couetous 
and ayaricious people knowe, that neuer amonge noble 
men was gotten good renoume, with ſpzedynge abzode of 
pli gotten goodes. | cannot endure many dayes, noz pet 
be hydden vnder couert many peres:a man to be holden 
ryche amonge theym that be ryche, and an honozable man 
amonge them that be honozable:foꝛ he ſhal be infamed, ot 
that he hathe gathered his ryches, with great couetyſe, oz 
kepeth it with extreme auarice, O pk theſe couetous peo- 
ple were as couetous of thepꝛ owne honour, as thep be of 
other mens goodes: Þ (were to you, that the lyttell wozme 
02 mothe, that eateth the gounes oz clothes of ſuche coue- 
tous people, ſhulde not cate the reſte of thepyz Ipte, noz the 
canker of infampe, dyſtroye theyz good name and faame at 
they: deathes. Herke pe Romaynes, harke what J wyll 
ſap, J wolde to the goddts that pe coulde taſte it. le that 
all the wozld hateth pꝛyde, and pet is there none, that folo⸗ 
weth mekenes and humilitie, Euerp man condempnethe 
aduouterie and pet I lee none, that lpueth chaſte: Euere 
man curſeth exceſſe, and J ſe none lyue temperately: euc⸗ 
ry man pꝛayſeth pacyence, and J ſe none that wyll ſuffre:. 
euerp man blameth ſlouth, and J ſe none but thep be pdel, 
eucry one blameth auaryce, and pet euery body robbeth, 
One thynge J ape, and not without weppnge: J ſay eue: 
ry manne, with his tongue onelp, pꝛaſeth vertue, and pet 
they them ſelues with all thepz lymmes are ſeruauutes vn 
to vices. I ſape not this ouely foz the Komaynes, whiche 
bene in Illirie:but F (aye it by the ſenatours that J ſe in 
the ſenate, All pe Romapnes, in pour deuiſes aboute pour 
atuies beare theſe wozdes:Komanoztieſt debellare ſuper: 
bos, à parcete ſubiectis. That is it pertapneth to Romap⸗ 
nes, to ſubdwe them that be pꝛoude, d to fozgpue ſubiectis. 
But ccttapnelp pe mape better ſape:hit pertepneth to Ro⸗ 

mayns 
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mapns, to expell innocentes, and to trouble and vere wꝛoͤg 
fully peaſpble people. Foꝛ ve Romapns are but diſtropers 
of peaſpble people, and theues to robbe frome othere, that 
they ſweate foz 


C Of dpuers other thynges that the vylapne ſayd 
befonꝛe the ſenate.cap.xxxii. 

Je Romapns, ſapd this vyllapn, what action 
haue ye, that are bzought vppe nygh to the ry⸗ 
{ uer of Thyber agaynſte vs, that ate nygh to 
A the rpuer of Danuble: Haue pe ſene vs fren- 
des to youre enneinyes? oz haue we declared vs youre 
enuempes - 02 haue pe harde ſape, that we haue lefte 
our owne lande, and inhabpted any ſtraunge londes- oz 
haue pe harde, that we haue rebelled ageynſte our lo2des, 
8: haue troubled any ſtraunge realmes: oz haue pe ſente 
bs any ambaſſadours to deſpze vs to be pour frendes? oz 
hath any hooſte of ours come to Rome to diſtroye pou, as 
our enmies:02 hath any kynge dyed in our realme; that 
in his teſtamẽt made pou heyꝛs to our realme-o2 what an- 
tyke lawe haue ye founde, wherby we ought fo2 to be your 


fubiectes:Df trouthe in Almapne herby, they haue kelte 


your tyzanny.as well as we haue herde of your renowme. 
And moze ouer J ſay, that the names of the Romapnes, 


and the cruelte of tyzantes,aryued togither in one day vp⸗ 


pon our people. Þ wote not what ye wpll ſay, that the god- 
dys care not fo2 the hardynes of men:foz J ſee, he ß hath 
moche, dothe tyzannp, to hym that hath but lytell. And he 
that hath but lytel, though it be to his inkamy, wyll ſerue 
hym that hath moche, So that diſoꝛdꝛed me appoint them 
with ſecrcte malyce, ſecrete malyce gyueth place to open 
theft:x the open robbery no man reſyſteth. And therfoze it 


cometh, that the conctyſe of an yll man neceſſaryly is had 


P. ii. to be 
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to be complete, to the pꝛeiudyce of many good men. One 
thynge Þ wpll ſap, that epther the goddes ought to thynke 
howe theſe men (hall haue an ende, oz elles that the wozide 
muſte ende: 02 els the woꝛlde, to be no wozlve. Oz foztune 
muſte holde ſure with pou, yf all that pe haue won in. vin, 
C. eres pe leſe not in. vui.dapes. And where as pe are be⸗ 
tome lozdes oucr manp, pe hall become ſlaues to all the 
woꝛlde. Cettapne the goddes ſhall be vniuſte, withoute 
that thyuge come, that muſte fall to the wozide hercafcer, 
Foz that man that maketh hym ſelfe a tyzaunt perfo:ce, it 
is ryghte, that he retourne to be a ſlaue by iuſtyce. Ind it 
is reaſon, that ſyth pe haue taken our mpferable lade, that 
ye kepe vs in Juſtyce. I haue great maruaple of you Ro⸗ 
mapns, that pe fend ſo ſimple ꝑſous to be our iuges. Foz Þ 
ſwere to the goddis, they can not declare pour lawes, noz 
vnderſtande ours. I wote not whether pe ſente theym thy⸗ 
der oz no, but I ſhall ſhewe you, what they do theret Thep 
take openlp, what foo euer is delyuered to thepm:and they 
doo they: pꝛokytte with that they deſp2e tn ſecrete, They 
chaſtyſe the pooze perfonne greuoulelp, and they fozbeare 
foz monep.them that be rpche:thep conſente to many wꝛon⸗ 
ges, to bzpng them after to the lawes: without goodes it 
bot eth not to demande iuſtyce:and fynally, vnder Þ colour 
that they be iuges, vnder the fenate of Rome, they ſay they 
maye robbe al the londe. What is this pe Romayns? ſhall 
pour pzyde neuer haue an ende in commandyng, noz your 
couetpſe in robbynge-Saye what pe wyll: It pe doo it fo; 
our chyldꝛen, charge thepin with yzons, and make theym 
ſclaues: It pe do it foz out goodes, goo thyther and take 
theym: It our feruyce doth not coutente pou, ſtryke of out 
heedes. Why is not the knyfe ſoo cruell in our thiotes, as 
pour tyzannpes be in our hartes? Doo pe knowe, what ye 
haue doone pe Nomapnes: ye haue cauſed vs to ſweare, 

nener 
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neuer to returne to our wyues: but too lee our chyldzen, 
rather than to leaue them in the handes of ſo crueil tyꝛan⸗ 
tes. We had leauer (uffre the beaſtlp motions of the fleſhe 
Foz. xx. oz. xxx, eres, than to dye without wounde, leaupnge 
bur childzen, ſclaues.pe ought not to do this pe Romapns. 
A lond taken perfozce.oughte the better to be ruled, to the 
entent that the myſerable captiues, ſeyng iuſtice duely mi⸗ 
niſt ted to them ſhulde therby fozgette the tpꝛannp paſſed, 
and to ſet thepꝛ hartes to perpetuall ſeruitude. Ind ſythe 
we are come to complapne of the grefes that your Cenſy: 
res do vpon the fludde of Danubie, peraduenture pou of 
the ſenate wyll heare vs. Wotte ye what they doo⸗ Harke, 
and J ſhall ſhewe pou. It there come a ryghte pooze man, 
todemandetuſtyce,haupnge no money to gyue,noz wpne 
to pzeſent, no ople to pꝛompſe:thep fede hym with wozdes., 
ſapenge howe he ſhall haue Juſtyce, but they make hym 
to waſte the lyttell that he hath, and gyue hym nothynge, 
though he demaunde moch. And lo the inyſerable perſon, 
that came to complapne, retourneth complapnynge on vou 
all, curſpnge his cruell deſtenies, and maketh exclamation 
vppon the ryghtwyle goodes. F lyue with acozncs in wyn 
ter, and cutte downe the grene cozne in ſommer, and ſome⸗ 
tyme J go a fyſhynge fo; paſtyme.ſo that the moſte parte 
ok my lpupnge, is feedpnge in the fieldes and pe wote not 
whp:here me, and J ſhall ſhewe pon. J fe ſuche tyzannyes 
in pour cenfures, and ſuche robberpes amonge the pooze 
people, and J ſe ſuche wart es in that realme, and hope of 
o ſmall remedy in pour ſenate, that J am determined, as 
moſte vnhappp, to banyſhemp ſelfe out of myn own hous. 
and honeſt companp, to thentent that my harte ſhulde not 
fele ſo great a hurte. It is a great papne to ſuffre the ouct 
thꝛowe of foztune:but it is a greatter vll, whan one felech 
it and can not remedp it: and pet without comparyſon my 
P. iii. great 
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' [BE greatteſt grefe is, whan 


my lolle map be temedped, and he 
W! | that may, wyll not, and he that wyll, tan not remedpe it. O 
5 ye crucll Romapns. yf the ſozowes all onely ſhulde be re⸗ 


[1 duced to memozy,that we ſuffre,mp tongue ſhulde be wery 
J and all my membzes faynte, and myne epes ſhoulde wepe 
bluddy teares, ⁊ my fleſſhe wold cõſume. This in my lade 
may be ſene with eyes, harde with eares, and felte in pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe perſone. Certapnly my harte departeth, and mp ſoule 
is troubled, c myn enttaples bꝛeake. And J beleue pet, the 
goddys wyll haue compaſſyon. I wyll deſpze pou to take 
my woꝛdes fo: ſclaunder. Foz ye Romapnes, pf pe be Ro⸗ 
mapns,ye may well ſee, that the trouble, that we haue, co⸗ 
meth by men, and amonge men, and with men, and by the 
1 handes of men. Than it is no meruaple though men kele 
| | it as men. One thynge comfozteth me, and dpuers tymes 
ith amonge other, that be vnfoztunate, it cometh to ſuch pur: 
poſe, the whiche is. I thynke the goddys be ſo ryghtwpſe, 
that they? fperce and cruel chaſtiſementes come not but by | 
our owne cruell ſhzewdnes:x our ſecrete ſynnes awaketh 
vs ſo, that we haue open tuſtyce. But of one thynge J am 
ſoze troubled, bycauſe the goddys can not be cõtented. Fo; þ 
a good perſon, foꝛ a lyttel faute, is greatly chaſtiſed, and he 
that is vl, foꝛ maup fautes, is not punyſhed at al So thus 
the goddys fozbeare ſome, à ſome haue no mercy: Thus i 
ſemeth, that the goddys wyll tozment vs by the handes ol 
ſuch men as greue vs extremely. So that yt there were a 
ny iuſtyce in the wozlde, whan they chaſtyſe vs with they 
handes, we ſhoulde not meryte to haue our heedes on the 
hulders.Therfoze I ſay to vou, ye Romapns, and ſwerih | 
by the immoꝛtall goddis, that in. xv.days that J haue bag 
in Rome, F haue ſene ſuche dedes done in youre ſenate, 
pf the leeſt dede of them had ben done at Danubie, the ga 
lowes gibettes, ha ben hanged thycker of theues, * b 
the 
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the vineparde with grapes and reyſons. Ind ſith Þ my de⸗ 
ſyꝛe hath ſene, that it deſyꝛeth, my harte is at reſte: in ſpꝛe⸗ 
dynge abꝛode the poyfon that was in it. Af my tonge hath 
ollended you in anp thynge, J am here redy, to make tecõ⸗ 
pence with my thꝛote. Foz in good fothe. J had rather to 
wynne honour, offerynge mp ſelfe to the deathe, thanne ye 
ſhuld haue it in takpnge my lyke fro me. Thus this bilain 
ended his purpoſe. Than the emperour ſapde: how thinke 
ye my frendes, what kernel of a nut: what golde of fplthe: 
what grayne of ſtrawe, what roſe of thoꝛnes, what ma⸗ 


he laye at Salon to reſte hym, and to appopnt his atinye, 


rowe of bones, dyd he vncouer: What reaſon fo hye, what 
woꝛdes lo well (ctte, what trouth ſo true, and what malice 
opened he ſoo. He diſcouered the duetpe ot a good manne. 
And J (were to pou, as I may be delpuered from this euill 
feuer that Þ haue, that ſaw this vilaynſtandynga hole 
houre on the erth boldly, à we holdynge downe our hedes 
abaſhed,x could not anſwere hym a woꝛd. The next day tt 
was accoꝛded in the ſenat to ſend newe iuges to Danubie 
And we cõmanded the vilayn to delyuer vs in wwtyng, al 
that he had ſaydz that it myght be regeſtred in the booke of 
good ſapenges of ſtrangers. And the ſapde vilapne, foz hig 
wyſe woꝛdes was made patticien, æ ſo taried ſtyl at Rome, 
and foz euer was ſuſtepned of the common treaſute. 


¶ Howe the emperour deſpzed the welth or his peo⸗ 
pet plg,andthe people his welth, ca. rcxui. 


NMthe ſeconde pere that Mat. was choſen em: 
A perour, the. xl v. yere ok his aege, as he retour- 
A ncd fro the warres, that he had in conqueryng 

A the Germayns and the Jragons, wherby Ho 
got gloꝛy a ryches foꝛ the Romaynes emppꝛe 


and 
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and to the entente, that the Romapnes ſhulde apparell his 
trtumphe in Rome rpght glozyous and rychly. There was 
one thynge done, that was neuer ſene befoze in Rome. Foz 
the day of his tryumphe, by all the people and conſente of 
the ſenate, the pꝛince Comodus, ſonne to Marcus Aurelt, 
was choſen after the dethe of his father to be Emperoure 
bniuerſall of themppꝛe. He was not choſen by the petition 
of his father,foz he was agapnſte hit with all his powere, 
ſayeng,that thempyꝛe ought not to be gyuen fo; the laude 
of them that be deed, but he ſhulde be choſen, fo2 his owne 
good warkes, Oftentymes this Emperoure wolde ſape, 
Rome ſhall be loſte, whan the election (hall be taken from 
the Senate, and the Emperour to enheryte the emppꝛe by 
Patrimonte. | 

¶ Nowe to retourne where as we lefte. This Emperour 
beynge at Salon, ſtudyed ſoze to entre into Rome in good 


oder, and Rome ſtudped ſooze howe to recepue hym, as it 
appartapned triumphantly foz ſuche a warre.He was ſoze | 
delpꝛed of thempp3ze:and euer he imagyned,howe to do ple | 
ſure to the people, and the people were redp to dye in his | 


ſerupce. Dpuers tymes was moued a pleaſant-purpoſe in 
the ſenate, which of theſe thynges was moſte to be loued: 


The Emperour to loue the people of thempy2e,o: the peo: | 


ple of thempyꝛe themperour. On a dape hit was determy⸗ 


ned, to ſette iuges in that caſe:There were choſen the am: | 
baſſadours of the Parthes and Roodes: and bppon that | 


effecte they hadde wzitynge. It was layde fo2 the Empe⸗ 
tout, the good dedes that he had done in his abſence, and 


the tokens of loue,that thep hadde alwayes ſhewed tn his | 

pꝛeſence. And on an other daye the emperour moued an o⸗ 
ther queſtion befoze the ſenate ſapeng, that it was a great: | 
ter glozie, to haue ſuche ſubiectes, than the glozie of the ſe: | 


nate, to haue ſuche an emperour.Than the Senate ſayde 
| nay: 
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nay: Affirming that it is a greatter gloꝛie that they had of 
hym, than he coulde haue ot them. And in this maner the 
emperour gaue the gloꝛie to the people, and the people to 
the emperour. Thus in ſpoꝛte and play they toke iudges 
agayne. It was a merueylous thyng to ſe the toy that they 
al had to pꝛoue thepꝛʒ intentes. And che good emperour foz 
ainemozye gaue the laude to the people, bycauſe of thepz 
reat obedience and ſeruice, and extreme loue that he had 
ounde in them: And the happy people recounted the great 
clemencie and mercy that was in the emperour, and his 
vertue and wozthpnes in gouernynge, his honeſtpe of ly⸗ 
uynge, and his fozce and valiantnes in conquerynge . J. 
was a great thyng to ſe the honour that the people gaue to 
themperour, and the good renoume that themperour gaue 
tothe people. The wzptpnges were gyuen to the ſtraunge 
ambaſſadours, to thentent that the people myght lerne to 
obey thepz pzinces : and pꝛinces to loue they people. To 
the ende that by ſuch examples, as it was reaſon, the good 
people ſhulde enfozce them ſelues, and the pll to withdzaw. 
Thus this emperour adzeſled his entre with his capitap⸗ 
nes and captpues. And Rome apparapled theym with all 
their ſenatours and people to recepue hym. It was a huge 


thynge to ſe what people Bas at Rome to go fozth to mete 


hym, and what people were with the emperour to entre. 

They that were at Salon hadde they: eyes and alſo thep; 
hartes at Rome: and they that were at Rome hadde they 
hartes at Salon. In ſuche wyle that theyz eyes daſeled 
with that they lawe, and they; hartes aked foz that they ho 


ped to ſe. There is no greatter payne, than whan the harte 
Zs dekerred fro that it longeth ſoze to haue. | 


C Howe themperour gaue Lucilla his doughter lp⸗ 
cence to (pozte her at his plapes. * 
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OS Tis tobeknowen, that the Romayns had a 
„ 7 cuſtome,thatinthe monethe of Janiuer they 
172 51 make triumphes to thep2 emperouts: 
NN 


PS 


7 and in the ſame leſon that the tryumphes were 
*apparaylcd. Fauſiyn thempꝛeſſe cauſed dyuerg 
hygh perſons to pꝛape the emperoure to gyue lycence to a 
doughter of his, to com from there as ſhe was kepte, to the 
palays, and ſpozte her at the feaſtes. This mayden was 
named Lucie oz Lucyll: She was hygher than the pzince 
Commodus her bzother:ſhe was of a goodlye geſture and 
well pꝛopoꝛcyoned of her body, and wel beloued of her mo⸗ 
th er. And ſhe reſembled her not all onelpe in her beautpe, 
but alſo in her lpuynge. And though the requeſte was py: 
tifult,and they that made it familier, and he to whome it 
was made. was the father, and the demaunder was the 
mother and ſhe foz whome it was made, was the dough⸗ 
ter: the emperour graunted it but not withoute great dyl⸗ 
pleaſure.Meuertheleſſe Fauſtyne was full gladde, and as 
ſone as ſhe had obteyned lycence, ſhe bzoughte her dough: 
ter to the palays. And ſo whan the day ofthe great feaſte 


and tryumphe was comme, the damopſelt Lucylle beynge 


out of gouernaunce, and ſeynge her ſelfe at large, truſtyng 


thanne vpon her owne innocencpe, toke noo hede of any 


ſtraunge malyce, laughed with them that laughed, talked 
with them that talked,and behelde them that behelde her, 
aud without care ſhe thought that none thought pll of. her 
bycauſe ſhe thought yll of none:yet tn thofe dayes. a map⸗ 
den to laugh among men was reputed as moche as a wo⸗ 
man to haue done aduoutrte with the pꝛeſtes of Gꝛece, ſo 
great was the honeſtie of Romapn women eſtemed. And 
lightnes of mapdens was a great infamie: foz they were 


woꝛs pu ſched foz one open tpghtnes:than fo: two ſecret F 
fautcs Amonge all other feyenthynges the women — . 
oblerue 
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obſerue ſurely,that is to wytte, not to ſpeake moche at fea- 
ſtes, not to eate moche at bankettes, to dzynke no wyne in 
they: helthe,noz to ſpeake alone with men: not to Iyfte vp 
they: eyes in the temples,noz to ſtande longe lokynge out 
at wyndowes,noz to go out of they; houles without thepz 


bhuſbandes.Tye woman taken with any of theſe dyſho ⸗ 


neſt thynges, was alwayes after reputed inkamed. Many 
thynges were ſuffred of perſons in ſmall reputation, that 
were not ſuffred in perſons of honour. Foz the noble wo⸗ 
men coude not cõſerue tht reputatiõ of they: eſtate, but by 
reaſon of kepyng thep: perſon in great feare a good ozder, 
Al thynges done vnkyndly is ſyn, à may be amended: but 
the diſhoneſt woman is alway ſhamed. The noble ladyes, 
if they wyl be taken as ladyes, wha they excede other in ri: 
ches, the leſſe Iycence ought they to haue to go wandzynge 
about. Certaynly the plentie of goodes,x the liberty of per 
ſons, ſhulde not be a ſpur to pꝛicke the foꝛward but rather 
a bꝛydell to kepe them in they; cloſettes. And this is ſayde, 
foz bycauſe that duryng the ſapd keaſtes, the damoyſel Lu⸗ 
cille, as a yonge mayden, and Fauſtyne, her louynge mo⸗ 
ther not beynge olde, ſommetyme a foote, and ſometyme 
rydynge on hozſebacke, ſommetyme openly, and ſomme⸗ 
tyme meruaplous ſecretelp, ſommetymes with company, 
ga nd ſommetpmes without companye, ſommetyme on the 
dape, and nowe and than by nyght, they wolde walke a- 
bꝛode in the ſtretes of Rome to ſe the keldes of Uulcan : in 
gardepnes Saturnines, and dꝛyncke at the couduptes of 
Neros water, and ſommetyme paſſe the tyme by the fayze 
rpuer of Thiber, and in all ſuche other pleaſaunt ſpoztes 
as appertapned to they: age. And thoughe the foze ryped 
pꝛymtyme pꝛouoked them therto, pet the grauitie of ſu⸗ 
che ladies ſhoulde not ſuffre it. J wylle ſaye one thynge, 
to thentent noble women ſhulde take ang therby, 
Ai. any 
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and that is this:J knowe not whiche was the greateſte 
diſſolution, epther the walkpnge abzode of Fauſtyne and 
Lucylle thzough the ſtretes and other places, oz elles the 
boldnes of yll ſpeakers, ſpeakynge agaynſt theyz perſoneg 
and good names. The withdzawyng and kepynge of wo⸗ 
men cloſe is a bꝛydell to the tongues of all men: and the 
woman that doth otherwyſe, otherwyſe putteth her good 
name in daunger, Or trouthe it were better foz a woman 
neuer to be boane, than to be defamed. Amonge the Ko: 
mayns the lygnage of the Coznelies were had in great e⸗ 
ſtimation. fo: of them all. neuer none was founde aco- 
warde, noꝛ a woman defamed: The hyſtozyes ſhewe, that 
ones a woman of that lygnage beyng onelp dekamed, was 
hanged on the galowes by the handes of her owne kpuſ⸗ 
folke, Surely it was well doone of the Romapnes, to the 
entent that the wyckednes of one woman ſhuld not ſuffere 
pll fame to reune vppon the hole lygnage: where is there 
noblenes without ſhame⸗ The thynges that touche ho⸗ 
nour, ought not to be hyd but amended by Juſtpte, and to 
put theym to deathe,that lofe thepz good fame. Jt is not 
fuffycyent foꝛ a perſon to be good:but it is neceſſarye that 
he put fro hym all occaſions that are reputed to be pll. All 
the loſſys that a man may haue of any tempozall goodes, 
cannot countrepeyſe the leeſt loſſe of good fame. A man 
that lapeth his good fame foz a farchynge at a but of this 
wozlde.,at a hundzcth ſhottes (cantly ſhalt he ſhoote one a⸗ 
ryght.And contrary wpſe the man that feareth no ſhame, 
noz wyll not haue his perſonne in reputation, there is noo 
hope of goodnes in hym. Than this emperour,as a ſhyp- 
mayſter ſaplyng in mooſt fapze and calme wether, foꝛeca⸗ 
ſtcthze, and is in great thoughte and feare of tempeſtes 
and ſtoꝛmes to comme, in the feaſtes of his gteatte glozy, 
was in doubte of thole two ladpes, leſte lodenly any — 
amine 
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fame ſhul d folowe. Ind certaynly he had great cauſe. Foz 
hit is an inkallyble rule ot enupous foztune, that this pes 
ſente felycitie is gyuen with a pzycke of a ſodapne falle of 
myſchaunce. Jn thynges naturall, we ſe ſointyme the ſee 
caulme, and yet fozthewith foloweth a peryllous ſtozme, 
and conſequentlye the great heate of the dave is (ygne of 
thunder at nyght. J ſap foztune comynge with ſome pꝛe⸗ 
ſente delyte oz pleaſure.is a tokene that by flaterpnge vs, 
ſe hath made vedy her ſnares to catche vs. Whan the mil 
ler is ſure,he dzelleth his water gaate, and the labourer 
whan it repneth not. couereth his houſe, thynkynge that 
an other tyme the wethers oz rapnes wyll falle theron and 
trouble hym: In lpkewpfe a wyſe and a vertuous man 
ought to thynke, as longe as he lpueth in this wozlde, he 
holdeth his felicite but at aduenture: and his aduerſitie 
foʒ his naturall patrimony. Amonge ali them that coulde 
retopce in pꝛoſperitie, and helpe theym ſelfe in aduerſitie, 
this emperour Marcus Aurellius was one: whiche fo: az 
ny flaterynges that Foztune coulde ſhewe hym, he neuer 
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truſted in them:noz foz.mplhappe that he had in this lpfe, 
he neuer diſpayzed, 

1 ¶ what Marcus themperour ſayd to a Senatour 

N as touchynge trpumphes. Cap. xxxv. 

5 T4223; 5: Hanne thcſe feaſtes were paſſed: as, 


* W & Dcrrus Cheronenſe ſayth, a ſenacour 
, named Alumnus ſayde to themperour, 5 
0 „ FS ſame nyght that the tryumphe ceaſſed: 
9 BY AY AW Dr2rctopce you lpthe þ this daye ye 
P haue gyuen ſo great: ryches ta 8 com- 
2 mon treaſure of Rome. and J haue ſene 


your perſo in pᷣ trium phe of glozic:Fto þ wozld to teme of 
f- Þþ pou ⁊ pour houlc peu haue lefte perpetual memoꝛyc. The 
| . Q. iii. cmpe- 
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emperour herpng theſe woꝛ des, ſaid in this maner:Fredeg 
it is good rcaſon we beleue, the hũter knoweth the kierſnes 
of beſtis, the philition the pꝛopertpe of herbes, the mariner 
the perils and rockes, the capitaines the chances of warre, 
and the emperour that triumpheth, the iopes that he hath 
of triumphes, As god heipe me, and as euer J haue 
part with my pzedeceſſours,and as euer J haue good foz- 
tune:the thoughtes that J haue had foꝛ theſe feſtes, haue 
bene farre greater than the feares that J haue had in all 
the iournepes and bataplles afoze. And the reaſon therof 
is very euydent to thepm that haue clere vnderſtandynge 
Fo: alwayes in cruel battailes I was euer in hope to haue 
glozie, c feared not the ouerthzow of foztune. What coude 
N loſe in battayle-Nothynge but the lyke, that is the leeſt 
thynge that men haue, and alwapes in theſe triumphes J 
feare to loſe renoume, whiche is the greateſt gyfte that 
the goddes haue gyuen me. O howehappy is that man, 
that loſeth his lyke, and leaueth behynde hym perpetuall 
memozie: Lette euerp man vnderſtande this that wplle, 
and ſay what they Iyſte : that amonge noble and valy: 
aunte barons, he dyeth not, that leeſeth his Ipfe, and lea: 
ueth good renowine after hym, and moch leſſe tyme lpucth | 
he that hathe an yll name, thoughe he lyued many peres. 
The auncyente phyloſophers reckened not the lyfe of a 
man, thoughe he lyued manp peres, but they rekened the 
good werkes that he hadde doone. The ſenate was im: | 
poztune vppon me, that Þ ſhoulde take this triumphe, as 
ye knowe well: and J can not tell whiche was greatteſte, | 
they: deſpze oz mp reſyſtence , pou knowe not the trouthe 
why J ſay thus. J dyd it not bycauſe of ambicion, and foz | 
couetouſnes of glozte,but it was bycauſe J fere p humain 
malyte. At the day of the triumphe there was not ſo great | 
toy ſhewed by the ſpmple perſons, but the hyd enup was 
greattet 
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greatter among the greatteſt perſons, This glozy paſſeth 
in one day, but enup abydeth a hole pere. The plentyfulle 
realme of Egypt, ſo happy in the blodſhed of thepz eninyes 
as in the waters of yle, had a lawe immouable. Thep 
neuer denyed thepꝛ mercy to the captyues onercome: no2 
they gaue no tryumphe to theyz capptaynes ouercomers. 
¶ The Caldees mocke at the Romayn triumphes, affyz⸗ 
myng how there is not gyuen ſo great chaſtyſement to the 
tapptapne of Egypte ouercome, as the empire Romane 
gyue to the oucrcomer, whan tryumphe is gyuen toHym, 
And furely the reaſon is good, foz the thoughtfull capy- 
tapne, whanne he hath. chaſed his ennempes, that Rome 
bathe in ſtraunge londes, with his owne pꝛopꝛe ſpeare, in 
payment foꝛ his trauayle they gyuehpm ennempes in his 
owne pꝛopꝛe londe. J ſwere to you, that all the Ronrayne 
capytapnes hauenotlefte ſo many enmpes deed by ſwerd, 
as they haue recouered yll wyllars the daye of they: try⸗ 
umphes. Let vs leaue the Caldees,and ſpeake we of our 

auncyent Romapnes. whiche yk they myghte retoꝛne now 


agapne into the wozlde, they wolde rathere be tyed faſte 


to the charpottes as captiues.than to ſyt in them as vyc⸗ 
tours, And the cauſe is.theyʒ neyghbours feynge them go 
inge as captpues, wolde moue thep2 hartes to ſet theym at 
liberte.ſo that the gloꝛy of theyʒ triumphes ts a meane to 
cauſe them to be perſecuted and perſued. J haue redde in 
wzytpng.,and herde of mp pꝛedeceſlours, and haue ſcene of 
' myneyghbours, that the aboundaunce of felicitie hathe 
cauſed cruell enuie to be in many. tn what peryl are they 
that with parcicular honoz wolde be exalted among other- 
In the moſte hygheſte trees the fozce of wyndes is mooſte 
aduaunted. And in moſte fumptuous bupidynges lyghte⸗ 
ninge and thunder dothe mooſte hurte, and in greatte 
thycke and dzye buſſhes the kpers keudle mooſte W 
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I ſay that in them that foztunc hath reyſed moſte hyghly, 


agapnlſt them ſpzedeth the greatteſte poyſon of enuye . All 
ſuche as be vertuouſe (ay : The mo enempes they (ſubdue 
to the common welthe : the moo euious they recouer of 


theyz renoume. One ought to haue great compaſſyon of a 


vertuouſe manne:bycauſe where he trauaileth to be good, 
there abydeth one thynge in hym, of the whiche all onelp 
at the deth he ſeeth the ende. And that is the moze a man 
recouereth here renoume amonge ſtraungers, the moe he 
is perſecuted with enup amonge his owne nations. Bo- 
mer ſhewethe in his Jlliades, that Caluitio kynge of th 
Irgyues was expert in clergie, valiant in armes, and in: 


dued with diuers graces, beloued with his people, aboue 


all other he was a great louer of his goddis and wozlſhyp: 
per of thepm. This good kynge had a cuſtome, that in all 
thynges that he had to do, he wolde fyzſte aſke counſaple 
in the temples of the goddes : he wolde begynne no warre 
agaynlte other, noz ozdepne no newe lawe ao; cuſtome in 
his realme : no2 gyue aunſwere to the ambaſſadours,noz 
put no treſpaſours to death:no2 ſet no tribute on his peo: 
ple: but fyꝛʒſt he wolde go to the temple, and make dyuers 
ſacrifpces to knowe the wyll of the goddes . Ind bycauſe 
he wente lo often to the ozacles, he was demanuded what 
anſwere the goddes made to hym tn ſecrete, ſeynge he was 
ſo impoztunate.Then he aunſwered and ſayd: J demande 
of the goddes, that they ſhulde not gyue me ſo lyttell, that 
eucry man myght abate and ouercome me. Noz allo that 
they ſhulde gyue me la moche, that cuery manne ſhoulde 


hate me, but my deſpꝛe is to haue a meane ellate , where⸗ 


with euerp manne myghte loue me. Foz J hadde leuer be 


felowe with many in loue, than to be kynge of all with ha: | 
tred and enuy. f 
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C©fthe great repꝛoche that the emperour gaue 
to his wyfe Fauſtyne and her doughter, 
Capitu.xxxvi. 


f fter the feaſtes of the triumphe afoze ſapde, . 
<A this good emperour wyllynge to ſatyſtye his = 
a barte, and to aduertiſe Fauſtine his wyke, and } 
co teche his innocent doughter, without know: 
edge ok any other, he ſent fo: them and ſapde: 
Jam not contet Fauſttne, wich that pour doughter doth, 
and yet leſſe with that you do, which ar her mother. Theſe 
maidens, foz to be good inaydens, ought well to knowe, 
howe to obey theyꝛ mothers , And the mothers to be good 
mothers, ought to know how to bzinge vp they: chyldzen. 
+ (Thefather is excuſed in gyuyng counſaple, yt the mother 
be vertuous, and the doughter ſhamefaſt. It is a greatte 
ſhame to the father, bepng a noble man, that his wyfe be- 
ing a woman, ſhuld chaſtyſe his ſonne: And a great incon 
| gienicce of the mother, beyng a mother, that her doughter 
ſhulde be chaſtiſed by the handes of her father. There was 
a lawe o2deyned by the Rodiens, that the father with the 
| | doughter, pf ſhe had a mother, noz the mother with the 
ſonne, yk he were a man, ſhulde not entermedle eche with 
bother, but alonely men with men, and wome with women 
ought to be bꝛought vp. 3nd thertremptie of the law was 
| || Cuche, that among them that dwelled in one houſe, ſemed 
that the fathers had no doughters, no2 ß mothers no ſon⸗ 
e | nes. © Rome, J wepe not to ſee thy ſtreetes vnpaued,noz "| 
that ther is ſo many gutters in thy houſes.noz that the ba 14 
s | tylmentes fal downe, noz the tymbze hewed do wne, noz fox k 
the mynyſhynge of thyne habitantes, foz all this the tyme 
. Þ bzyngeth, and the tyme beareth away: but J wepe foz the 
J | and wepe fo2 the agapne, to ſe the * 9 fa- 
| thers 
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thers, and vnpꝛouyded in the nouryſhyng of thep2 ſonnes 


Our countre began to faille vtterly, whan the doctryne | 


of ſonnes and doughters was enlarged, and theyz bzydel 
Ictte go at libertie. Foz there is nowe ſuche bolneſſe in 
men chyldzen and fo lyttell ſhamefaſtnes in women, chyl: | 
dꝛen with the dilhoneſtie of the mothers, that wher as one 
father ſuffyſed foꝛ.xx.ſonnes, ⁊ one mother foʒ.xxx.dough 4 


terg, nowe. xx. fathers, fcantly dare vndertake to bzynge | 


vp well one ſon,and.rre,mothers one doughter. J lap to 
you thus Fauſtyn, you remembze not how pou. ar a mo⸗ 
ther, foꝛ you gyue moze libettie to your doughter, thame 
ought to be ſuffred. And you Lucylt remembze not, howe | 
you are a.doughter: Foz you ſhewe to haue moze libertie, | 
than requyzeth foza yong mayden, The greatteſt gyfte 
that the goddys haue gyuen to the matrones of Rome is 
bycauſe they are women, they kepe them ſelfe cloſe and fe- 
ctete:a bycauſfe they be Romains, they are ſhamefaſt. The 
day, whan the women want the feare of the goddys ſecrete 
lpe, and ſhame of men openly; beleue me epther they ſhall | 
kayle the woꝛlde, oꝛ the wozide them. The common welthe þ 
requyzeth fo great neceſſitte, that the women that dwelle þ 
therin, chulde be as honeſt, as the capytapnes be valiant, | 
Fo: the capytapnes going to warre.defende them, and the 
women that abyde at home, conſerue them. As à.iiii. eres 
paſſed ye ſawe the great peſtilence, and J demanded then 
to haue a compt of the people. and J founde, that of a.C, 

xl. M, women well lyuyng. lxxx. M. dyed: And of. r. M. 
li women, in maner they ſhaped all. J can not telle fo 
whiche J ſhulde wepe, eyther foz the lacke, that we hau 
of the good and vertuous women in our common welthe, 
02 elles foz the greuous hurthe and domage, that theſe yl 
and wycked women do to the youthe of Rome. The fyꝛ 
that bzenneth in mounte Ethna, dothe not (o greatte do- 
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mage to them that dwelle in Scycille, as one plle woman 


doth in the circuit of Rome. A fierſe beaſt and a perillous, 
ennemie to the comon welth is an yll woman, foꝛ ſhe is of 
power to do moche harme, and is not apte to folowe any 
goodneſſe. O how many realmes and kynges rede we of, 

to be loſte by the pll gouernaũce of women, and to reſyſte 
agapnſte them hath ben nede of wyldome, peryls, money, 
fozce,and wozthynes of many men. The vices in a woma 
is as a grene rede, that boweth euery wave: but the liber⸗ 
tie and dyſhoneſtie is as a dꝛye kyr, that bꝛeadeth in ſuche 
wiſe that the moze yll they btter, the indze vnlykely is the 
redꝛes therof agapn. Beholde Fauſtin, there is no creature 
that moe deſoꝛeth honour, aud wozs kepeth it, than a wo⸗ 
man. And that this is true, ſe by Juſtice, by ozaitons, by 
wzitynge, and other trauaples, manne getteth renowine 
but( without it be by litterynge and fayze ſpekynge) vn⸗ 
to this houre by antyke wꝛytynge, we can rede of fewe wo⸗ 


men oz none that eother by w:ptynge,ceadpng, wozkpuge 


with nedell, ſpynnynge, oz by weauyng. haue gotten them 
any great renoume. But as J ſape of one, J lape ot an o⸗ 
ther. Certapnly of dyuers we rede, by kepynge them cloſe 
in they: houſes, well occupped in they; beſpneſſes, tempe⸗ 
rate in they2 woꝛdes, faythful to theyʒ huſoaàndes, well oꝛ⸗ 
dered in thepz perſonnes. peaſible with theyz neyghbours, 
and finally beynge honeſte amonge they: owne famylpe. 
| andſhamefaſte amonge ſtraungers.ſuche haue attayned 
great rrnowme in they: lyue,andlefte eternall memoꝛie of 
them after they: death. J woll tel youan antike hiſtozie, as 
pꝛofitable to reſtrepne our vices, as it dyd than augment 
vertues, and it is this: The realme of Lacedemoniens( as 
Plato ſheweth) was at a ſeaſon moze diſſolute by the vn⸗ 
thaiftines of women, than infamed by the crueltie of men: 
lo that ok all maner nations they were called Barbaryens 
| N. ii. What 
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Ko hat tyme Grece as & mother, called philiſophicof phi⸗ 
loſophers. Lygurge, a wyſe philoſopher in knowlege, and 
a ryght iuſte kynge to gouerne, partelp with his doctryne 
ryght pꝛofitable, and partelp with his pure lyfe, made la⸗ 
wes in the ſayde realme, wherby he extirped all vices, and 


planted all vextues. J cannot telle, whiche of theſe twoo | 
were moſte happy, The kynge, haupnge fo obedient peo- | 


ple,o2 cls the reaime, to haue ſo ightfull a kynge . Amõge 
all other lawes, foz women he made one greatly to be com 


mended; He commaunded, that the father that dyed,ſhulde | 
gpue nothyng tv his doughter. And an other, that nepther | 
tyuinge noz dienge, he ſhuld gyue any money to mary her 
with: to the entent that none ſhulde marye her fo2 her ry: þ 
ches, but all onely foꝛ her goodnes: and not foz her beau: | 
tie, but foz her vertues. And where as nowe, ſome be vn⸗ 
maried, bycauſe they are pooꝛe, ſo then they abode vnma⸗ 
ried,bycauſe they were ſhamefulle and vicious. O tyme, | 
wozthy to be deſy2ed, whan maydens hoped nothynge to | 
be maried with theyz fathers goodes,but by the vertuous | 
werkes of they? owne perſons. This was the tyme, called 
the golden wozlde:whan neyther the doughter feared to 
be diſſherited by the father in his lyfe, noꝛ the father to dye | 


ſozye fs: leaupnge her without remedpe at his deathe. O 


Nome, curſed be he that firſt bzought golde into thy hous, | 
and curſed be he, that fyzfte began to hurde vp treaſure, þ . 
W ho hath made Rome to be ſo ryche of treaſure, and ſoo | 
poze of vertues⸗ Who hath made menne wedde villapnes | 
doughters, and leaue the doughters of ſenatours vnma⸗ 
ryed:what hath made, that the ryche mannes doughter is | 
demanded vnwyllynge, and Þdoughter ofa poze ma none 
wpll deſyze-what hathe cauſed, that one marteth a foole 

with kyue. C. marke, rather than a wyſe woman with. x. | 
M. vertues: Than J ſape, that in this popnte the fleſſhe | * 

van- 


e 
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banquyſheth the fleſhe, and er euer the banitie of the ma; 
lice therof is vanquiſhed. Howe cometh (t,Þ a couetous ꝑ⸗ 
ſon wyll loner nowe a dapes haue a wyfe, that is ryche and 
foule, than one that is pooze and fapzez O bnhappy wo⸗ 
men that bzynge fozth chyldzen, and moze bnhappp be the 


doughters that are bozne:whiche to haue them marted,no 
ſtoze is (et by the blodde of theyꝛ pzedecefſours ,no2 the fa⸗ 
| your of they: frendes,no2 the value of theyz warkes, noz 
the beautie of theyz perſones,noz the clennes of theyz lyfe, 
O Ocurled wozlde, where the doughter of a good man, with 
out monep, ſhall haue no mariage. But it was not wonte 
to be ſoo. Foz in the auncient tyme, whan they treated of 
marpages, fyꝛſte they ſpake of the perſons, and after of 


: | the goodes:not as they doo at this houre, in this vnyap- 
pp tyme:foz now they ſpeake fpzſte of goodes:and laſte of 
all, of the perſone. In the ſapde golden wozlde, fyzſte they 


| ſpake of the vertues,Þ the perſon. was endowed with, and 
whan they were maryed,in ſpoztynge. they wolde ſpeake 
dk the goodes. Whan Camillo triumphed vpon the Gau⸗ 
les 02 frenche men, he had then but one ſonne, and he was 
uche one, that his perſon merited greate laudes. And foz 
| the renome of his father, dyuers kynges deſpzed to haue 
hym to theyꝛ ſonne:and dyuers ſenatours deſyꝛed to haue 
hym to theyz ſonnes in lawe. This ponge manne, beynge 
ok the age ot. xxx. yeres, and the father at. lx. was impoz- 
tunatelpe ſtyʒred by his naturall frendes, and deſpzed of 
* ſtrange kynges,foz to marpe hym:but alway the olde Ca⸗ 
myll repugned the counſell of his frendes,x the tmpoztu- 
nitie of the ſtraungers. whan it was demaunded, why he 
| determpned not vppon ſome marpage fo his ſonne, ſythe 


therby ſhulde folowe the reſtekulle lyfe of the yonge man, 


and the quietnes of him ſelfe in his aege, Be aunfwered: 
| T wpli not mary my ſonne, bycaufe ſomme offer me ryche 


. iii. dough⸗ 
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doughters, ſome noble of lygnage, ſome ponge, and ſome | 
fayze;but there is none hath ſayde to me, J gyue you mp | 
vertuouſe doughter.Cert apnly Camplle merited to haue 
triumph, foꝛ that he dyd. Ind he deſerued eternall memos 
tie foꝛ that he ſapd. I ſap to pou Fauſtyne al theſe woꝛdes 
bycauſe I fe pou lede pour doughter to the Theatres and 
playes,and do bꝛynge her into the Capytoll. pou put her | 
to the keppnge of the ſwerde players, you ſuffre her to fe | 
the toumblers,and yet ye doo not remembze, that ſhe is 
ponge,and pou not aged:ye go into the ſtretes withoute 
lycence, and plape by the rpuers. I fpnd no vilanie thertn, 
no: thynke that pour doughter is pll:but J ſay it, bycauſe 
pou gpue occaſyon, that ſhe ſhoulde not be good. Beware 
Fauſtine, neuer truſte in the caſe of the fleſhe of vonge peo 
ple. Noz haue no confidence in olde folkes. Foz there is 
no better wap, than to flee the occaſpon of all thynges. Foz 
this entent the virgins veſtales are cloſed vp betwene the 
walles,to eſchewe the occaſpons of open places not to be 
moꝛe lyght and foolyſhe,but to be moze ſadde and vertu⸗ 
ous, flepng otcaſpons. The pong ſhall not ſay, am pong 
and vertudus, noz the olde ſhall not ſay, J ain olde, à bzo« 
ken, Foz of neceſſitie, the dzye flare myll bꝛenne in the fyze: 
and the grene flagge ſmoke in the flamme. J ſaye, that a 
man beynge a diamonde enchaced amonge men pet ok ne⸗ 
ceſſitie he ought to be qupcke and mery amonge women. 


And as waxe melteth in the heate, we can not denye, that | 


thoughe the wodde be taken fro the fpze, and the pmbzes 
quenched. pet neuer the les the ſtones oftentyme remapne 
hote and bꝛennyng. In lykewiſe the kleſhe: thoughe it be 
chaſtiſed with hote a dꝛie maladies, oꝛ conſumed by many 
peres with trauaple, pet concupyſcence abydeth ſtyll in the 
bones. What nede is it to blaſen the vertues, a denye our 
naturallities:Certapnly there is not ſo croked a hozs, but 


pfhe | 
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pf he ſe a mare, he wyll bꝛay ones oz twyſe.Theris no man 
ſo ponge noꝛ old, but let hym ſe ponge damoyſels;eyther he 
wwyll gyue a ſyght 0za wpſibe: In all voluntary thynges 
N denie not, but that one map be vertuous : but in natu⸗ 
kall thynges, J confefle euery man to be weake. MWhan ye 

take the wood fro the fpze, it leueth bzennpng.whan ſomer 
cometh, the cold wynter ceaffeth:wha the ſee is caulme, the 
wawes leaue thepz vehement moupng: whan the ſonne 1s 
ſette, it beſhyneth not the wozlde. J wyll ſay that than and 
not befoze, the ſleſſhe wyll ceſſe to peyn vs, whan it is layde 
inthe graue. Ok the tieſthe we are bone, and in the fleſhe 
we lyue, and in the fleſh we (hail dye, and thereby it folo⸗ 
weth, that our good lyfe (hall ſooner ende than out fleſhe, 
| Oftentpmes fome holſome fleſhe foz meate cozrupteth in 
an vnholfome potte:and good wyne ſometyme ſauoureth 
of the foyſte. F fay,though that the wer kes of our lyfe be 
bertuous. pet thall we feale the ſtenche of the weake fleſhe. 
I ſay this Fauſtyn, ſpth age tan not reſyſte the hote enter⸗ 
pꝛyſe, howe can the tender membzes of youth reſyſt it: pou 
being the mother, without pou go the right way, ſhe being 


pour doughter can not go the ſame way. The Romapne 
matrones, i they wyl nouryſh theyz doughters wel:ought 


to kepe theſe rules. Whan they le, that they wolde goo a- 
bꝛode, than bꝛeke they legges:and pf they wold be gaſing 
than put out they? eies, and pf they wyl harke, ſtoppe their 

tares:pt᷑ they wyl gyue oꝛ take, cut of thepz handes: pf they 


dare ſpeke, ſowe vp they: mouthes: and pf they wyl entend 


any lyghtnes, bury them quycke. Woꝛdes ough to be gp- 
uen to an yll doughter:and in ſtede of pꝛeſentes and gyk⸗ 
tes at her weddyng, gyue her wozmes: and fo: her hous, a 


graue. Take hede Fauſtyne, yt you wyll haue great toy of 


pour doughter take fro her the occaſpos, wherby ſhe ſhall 
be ylle. Co vnderſette a hous, behoueth dyners the 
nd 
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pet, all though F know what J wpll ſay : Foz I wolde ne⸗ 
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And pf pꝛincipalles be taken awape, hit wylle kalle down, 
J wyll tell you, womenne are ſo fraplle, that with ke⸗ 
pers with greate payne, they can kepe them ſelfe : and fo} | 
a ſmall occaſion, thep wyll loſe altogether . O how manye 

vll hath ther ben, not bycauſe they wolde be fo, but by 
cauſe they folowed ſuche occaſpons.the whiche they ought | 
to haue eſhewed ?! It is fo2 me to entre into this battaple, | 
but pet it is not in me to attayne the victoꝛie. It is foꝛ me 
to entre into the lee, pet it lyeth not in my handes to eſcape 
the perylle. It is in the handes of a woman to entre into 
the occaſyon, and after that ſhe is therin, hit is not in her 
handes to delpuer her from kaute. 


C_Howe the emperour counſayled Fauſtyne, to 
eſhue pll occaſpons fro her doughter. 
Capitu. xxx vii. 


i Araduenture Fauſtyne pe wyll ſay to me none 
7 LD Nlimaye ſeke to pour doughter Lucylle, but pf pong 
oere hit: noꝛ ſe her, but in your ſyghte, noz hyde | 
her, but you knowe where: no; make none ap: | 
pointement, without your knowledge. And at this houre | 
pou knowe not, that they that do hate het, and wolde her pl | 
what diſhonoure they; tongues do ſpeake of her. Newe | 
loue in yonge bloudde in the ſpzyngyng tyme and floury: | 
ſhynge youthe.is a poyſon, that fozthwith ſpzeadeth in to 
euery vapne: It is an herbe, that by and by entreth the en 
traples: a ſwowning, that incontynently moztifieth all the 
membzes, c a peſtilence, that fleeth the hartes: and finally 
it maketh an ende of all vertues. J wote not what J (ape 


yer blaſen loue with my tonge, without J were ſozehurte | 
in myn vnderſtandynge, Oupde ſayth in his boke of the 
| art 
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arte ofloue . Loue is J wote not what: that commeth J 
wote not whens : who ſent it J wote not: it engendzeth 1 
wote not how: it is contented J wote not wherwith: it is i] 
felte J wote not howe ofte, noz Þ wote not wherfoze . And | 
fynally loue taketh rote without bzeakynge of the fleſche 2 
outwarde, oz percinge the entrayles inwarde. J wote not | 
what Ouide meanet hereby: but J trowe whan he ſaide 0 
theſe wozdes, he was as farre banyſſhed from hem ſelke, | 
as J am at this tyme from my ſelfe . O Fauſtin, they that | 
loue togither, ſhewe the lignes of theyꝛ hartes by dyuers | 
wapes, and in ſlepynge they reaſon and ſpeke : and by ly⸗ 14 
gnes they vnderſtande eche other. The great voyce oute⸗ — 
warde is ſygne of lyttell loue in warde: and the great in⸗ ll | 
warde loue kepeth ſilence outwarde. The entrayles with⸗ 14 
in imbzaced in loue, cauſe the tonge out warde to be muet. 1 
He that paſſeth his Iyfe in loue, ought to haue his mouth 
| « Cloſe, And to the entente that ye (hall not thynke, that J 0 
ſpeake fabels, J wyll pꝛoue this by auncient hyſtozies, | 
¶ we fpnde aunciently, that in the pere. C. and. lx.at᷑⸗ 
ter the foundacion of Rome, Eſtraſco a vonge Romapne 
that was dombe, And Teronne a fayze lady of the Latins, 
that was dombe alſo , Theſe two ſawe eche other on the 
mont Celpoit at a feeſt, and there fel in loue eche with o⸗ 
ther. Ind their hartes were as (ooze fixed in lone, as thep} 
tonges were tyed fro wozdes, Jt was a meruaplous thing 
to le them, and fearfull to note here. The ponge lady came 
fro Salon to Rome: and he went fro Rome to Salon, by 
the ſpace of. rrx,yeres togyther without the wittyng of any 
perſone, no the two ſpake not. Than at the laſte died the 
bhulbande ok the lady Ueronne, and the wyfe of Eſtracſco, 
and than they diſcouered their loue, and treated a mariage 
betwene them, of whome deſcended the noble lygnage of 
our Scipions: whiche were moze W the 3 
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of armes, than they: father and mother were in their ton⸗ 


ges. Than Fauſtine marke this thynge : Lyttell aduan- | 
tage it had ben to haue cut out the tonges of the two dom 


folkes, to haue remedied thryz loue, and not to haue cutte 
out they: hartes. 

C[_ Alſo J ſhall telle pou of Maſſiniſſa a wozthy knyght of 
Numedie, and Sophariſe a famous ladye of Carthage, 
al onely by one ſight, as they ſawe eche other on a ladder, 
he declared his deſpze vnto her;:and:ſhe knowyng his luft, 
bꝛeakynge the oozes of feare, and lyftynge vp the ankers 
of ſhame, incontinent raiſed the ſaples of thepꝛ hartes, and 
with the ſhippes of their pſons, they iopned eche to other. 
Here may we gather, how the firſt fight of their eies, and 
kno wlege of theyꝛ perſons, and the leage of theyz hartes, 
and the mariage of theyz bodpes, ⁊ the perdition of theyz 
eſtates, and the infamp of thepz name, in one dape, in one 
houre, in one moment and in one ſteppe of a ladder were 
agreed. What wyll ye that J ſape moze to this pourpoſe⸗ 
Do ve not knowe that Helapne the Greke, and Patys the 
Tropan, of two ſtrange nations and of karre countreps, 
with one only ſyght in a temple, they wylles were ſo knyt 
togither, that he toke her as his captyue, and ſhe aboode 


his puſoner. In Parys appered but (mal foꝛce, and in her 


but ipttel reſiſtence. So that in maner theſe two yonge p- 
ſons, the one pꝛocuring to vanqupſhe, and the other ſuffe- 
t:nge to be vanquyſhed. Parys was caule of his fathers 
deathe:and Helapne of theyz infampe of her huſbande, and 
they bothe of thepz owne deathes, loſſe to they; realmes, 
and ſclaunder to all the wozlde. All this loue cauſed: one 
onely ſpght. 
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C Khan great kyng Alexander wold haue gyuenbataile | 
to the Amazons the quene capitapn ofthemno leſſe fap:e | 
than.ſtronge and vertuous, came to a.ryyer ſpde, and the | 
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ſpace of an houre eche of them beheld other with they; eies 
without ſpeakynge of any woꝛde, and whan they retour- 


ned to thepz tentes, the fierſues was turned into ſwete wan 


ton amozous woꝛdes. 
¶ whan yꝛthe the faythefull defender of the Tarenty⸗ 


nes, and renoumed kynge of Epirotes, was in Jtalye, he 


came to Naples and he had not ben there but one dap, the 
ſame ſcaſon there was a lady in the ſam? citie named Ga- 


malicice ot᷑ a highe lygnage and greatly eſtemed in beau⸗ 


tie: The very ſame day ſhe was gotten with chyld and ſhas 


| med thzough out all Jtaly,and was truſte out of the cite, 


and after ſhe was delpuered of chylde,ſhe was llayne, by 


bone ok her owne bzetherne, . 


¶ Aiſo cleopatra in the pꝛouince of Bithinpe, in the wod 
Sehyn, made a goodly banket oz ſolempne feaſt to Mar: 
cus Anthonius her louyer. And thoughe ſhe was not very 
honeſt, yet had ſhe with her right chaſte women: and thus 
the banket enduryng a great part of the nyghte, and the 


wod beinge thicke, the yonge damſels were not ſo wilp to 


hyde them, but the ponge men Romapnes kounde them: ſo 
that of.lc.doughters of the ſenatours.lb.were gotten with 
chylde among the thycke buſhes:which thyng made a gret 
ſclandze in the people, and augmented the inkamp of Cle⸗ 
apatre,and miniſhed the honeſtte of Marc Anthony, 

¶ Thus as haue ſhewed of a ſal nombze, I coude ſap 
of many other, All men are not men, noꝛ all women be not 
women. J ſay it bycauſe F wolde it ſhulde be ſayde, let it 
touche them that it toucheth, and let them that can, vnder⸗ 
ſtande me. There is ſome ſhyppes. that are ſo lyghte, that 


| they wyll ſayle with a lyttell wynde:and there be ſome mil⸗ 
les that wyll grinde with a lyttel water. J ſape there be 
| ſome women lo bzittell, that as a glaſſe with a fyllop wyll 


{ bzeke,aud wyl llyp with a lyttel mpze. Shewe me Fauſtin, 


S. ii. haue 


MARCVS 


haue you ſufered your doughter to ſpeke but with her vn | 


cles, aud kept companye but with her coſins? Þ ſay in this 
caſe as moch wileneſſe hath the mother as the doughter 
to reune in peryll. Do you not knowe, that the quycke fire 
doth not foꝛbere the wod be it wete oꝛ dꝛye. but in lyke wyſe 
it conſumeth the harde ſtones? Doo pou not knowe, that 
the hongre erceſſtue cauſeth beaſtes to deuour with they; 
tethe the thynge that was bꝛedde in theyz entraples⸗ Doo 
you not kno we. that the goddes made a lawe ouer al thin: 
ges: except on louers, bycauſe they map not abyde it: And 
doubtleſſe it is ryghtwylelp done, that Rome condemneth 
not thele folyſhe innocentes, bpcauſe they haue none vu⸗ 
derſtandynge. The goddes gyue no peyn to amozous peo⸗ 
ple bycauſe they are depztued fro reaſon pe knowe whan 
J was cenſure, there was a ponge woman that had a child 
by her owne father, and an other that had a chylde by her 
ſonne, and a nteſe by her pꝛopꝛe vncle:and there was ſen⸗ 
tence gpuen on them, that the fathers ſhulde be caſte to the 
lpons, and the chyldzen buried quicke, and the mothers 
were bꝛente in the campe of Mars. The mattier was ſoo 
hozrible to here, that $ myghte not endure to le the curſed 
men. And J commanded by my decrees ,that none ſhulde 
be ſo bolde to ſpeake in ſuche a caſe any moꝛe. Ind pk this 
caſe were fearefull to men, than certapnely the Romapne 


- matrones ought tolyue chaſtely. Than yf the fyʒe of the 


father do chaufe the doughter, enflameth kpnſfolke, and 
bourne theym ſelfe:pe maye be ſicre, pf he kynde after ey⸗ 
ther couſyn oz fapze ſiſter, the flames of his concupiſcence 
wyll not leaue to take holde on her foz any parentage Jf | 
this riotous fleſhe wyll obep reaſon, than it maye be, that | 
pour doughter may ſpeake lyberally with her coſins : but 
ſyth that paſſion repugneth ſo moche at reaſon; J councel | 
you truſt not to moche in her bzetherne, you fee by expert» | 
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ence:that the woꝛme that is bꝛedde in the tymbze, eateth 


the fame tymbꝛe: and the moothes that are bzedde in the 
clothes, eateth the ſame clothe. J ſay that ſommetyme a 


man bꝛyngeth vp in his houſe ſome petſone, that after ta⸗ 
keth his lyke fro hym. Fauſtine take this that Þ haue ſayd 
fo: a warnyng, and theſe laſte wozdes Igyue pou foꝛ coun 
cell, Jf pou wyll kepe pour ſelfe from thoughte, and your 
doughter fro peryll, alwaye let pour doughter be occupied 
with ſome good werkes. Whan the handes are occupyed 
with any good exerciſe, than the harte is voyde fro many 
ydell and vaync thoughtes. Euerp lightnes done in youth 
bꝛeaketh downe a loope of the defence of our lpfe, but p⸗ 
delneſſe, wherby our enupe entreth, is it, whiche openeth 
the gate to all vyces. Fauſtine wyl pou wite. Þ ſe dayly the 
pardition of the pong Roinayn doughters. Foz as ſone as 
they be bozne, they pꝛeſume to be amozous : they as vn- 
thoughtfull, with the rechelclnes of the father, and wan⸗ 
tonnes of the mother, leue the iuſt trauaple, and take vn- 
iuſte ydclnes. Of pdell motion and outragious thoughtes 
the eies take licẽce without leaue, the mpnde altereth, and 


the wyll is hurte: and finally thynkynge to be the whyte, 


that amoꝛous men ſhote at,they remayne as a butte ful of 
all vices. And inconcluſton there is nothyng that moze re⸗ 


chaceth the ball of the thought(in this playe)thanne the 


hande lette a wozke therwith. 


C What thought Marcus the emperour toke foꝛ the 
marpage of his doughters.ca.rcrvitn, 


RO great hede of thynges that were paite, pzudent 
72 ly wapinge thynges pꝛeſent, a thinges to come, 


S. ili. Seyng 


Han the good emperour Marc. hauyng a clere 
9 vnderſtandyng, and a quiete wytte, toke ryght 
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Seing that the pardityon of pzincis, lay all in wyl, totally 
gpuinge them ſelfe epther to ſtrange thynges, fozgettynge 
thepz owne, oz els to entend to they: owne, nothyng regar⸗ 
dynge ſtrange thynges. His hart was ſo agreable to hym, 
that nepther the hyghe buſyneſſes of them: noz foz all the 
affayzes ot his houſe, he wolde not leaue one of themppze 
vnſped. I ſay this, bycauſe this emperour Marcus had 
foure doughters, whole names were Lucylle, Pozſena, 
Matrpna and Domptia. All reſembled thepz mother in ex⸗ 
cellent beautie, but they reſembled not theyz father in ho⸗ 
neſtie and vertuouſnes . Ind thoughe they were in gouer⸗ 
nance vnder theyz mapſtreſſes out of his pꝛeſence, pet he 
had chem always in memozye : and the elder they were, the 
moe ſtudy and thought he toke foꝛ them: and whan they 
cam to cõ plete age, he ſtudped to fynd pꝛouiſion foz thein, 
It was a laudable cuſtome, that the doughters of the of: 
fycers of the Senate, ſhulde not marye withoute lycence, 


no: the emperours doughters without the adupſemente of 


the ſenate . Than it was ſo, that one of the ſapd pꝛynceſſes 


his doughters, beynge of aege, and of wyll to be marped, 
her father ſepnge her umpoztunytie, to accomplyſhe her de: # 
ſyze, bycauſe he was ſycke, he ſente foꝛ Fauſtpne, that ſhe Þ 
Chulde goo and commune in the ſenate. The wiche with 
all her power ſhe wythſtode, bycaule that ſecretely Ce had 
treated fo2 an other maryage fo2 her doughter , And open: þ 
ly ſhe excuſed her ſelfe, ſayinge, that her doughter was to 
ponge and tender of aege: and as the goodys had gyuen þ 
agclufficift to the father, ſo had not the daughter of peres 
Whan the emperour vnderſtode this, he called Fauſtyne 
to his bedde ſyde, where as he lay, and ſayd: Dpuers thyn: | 
ges are dyllimuled in partyculer perſons, the leaſt of them 
is not to be ſuffred in the that ſhuld euſigne all other: The 
pꝛynce is neuer well obeyed, but yk he haue good credence 

| amonge| 
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among his people. I ſay this Fauſtin, bycauſe you do one 
thynge in ſecrete, and ſay an other openly, Here in faplech 
the credence of lo high a lady, and putteth inconuentence 
in the auctozitie of ſo great an empire. If ye ſuppoſe imp 
good delpzes be ſiniſter in your harte foꝛ the welth of your 
owne chyldzen : howe ſhulde we hope than in any of pour 
good wozkes foz the chyldzen of ſtraungers! It ſemeth to 
you better, to gyue pour doughter tothem that demand hit 
of the mother, and refuſe them that the father doth chuſe. 
Certainly bycauſe ye be a woman, vou deſerue pardon:but 
in that pou are a mother, pou augment your faut. Do you 
not knowe, that mariages are guyded ſomme by foztune, 
and ſome by vertues and wyſedome! Suche as demande 


the doughters of the fathers beleue me, theyz epes benne 


mooze vppon theyz owne pꝛopꝛe vtilitie, than vppon the 
welth ok an other. Þ knowe welle, vou bzynge fo:the the 
chyldꝛen but the goddis wpll mary them, ſithe they haue 
endewed them with ſo meruaplous beautie. Doo pou not 


| knowe.that the beautie of women Cetteth ſtraungers on 
delire, and putteth neyghbours in ſuſpection to great men 
tt gpueth foꝛce, to meane men enupe, to the parentes infa- 
mee, and peryll to the perſone lelfe⸗Mith great peyne it is 
kepte that is deſtered of many, Of truthe J lap the beau⸗ 
tie ot women is nothyng but a ſygne koꝛ dell folke: and 
and erly wakynge foz them that be lyghte: where as of the 
ſtrange deſyꝛes lieth the renome of them ſelfe. And J deny 
not but that a light perſon ſercheth ſoner a woman with a 
| faire face than one of bbneſt liupng: But J ſape, that a wo 
man, that is maried only foꝛ het beautie, many hope in her 
| age to haue a ſozpe lyfe. It is an infallible reule, that ſhe. 
that was maried koꝛ her fairenefle.,is hated foz her fowle⸗ 
nes. O what trauaple he offreth hym ſelfe vnto, that mart- 
eth a fayze woinane It behoueth hym to ſuffre her pꝛyde, 


foz. 


MARCVS 


fo: beautie and folp alway go togyther. Alſo he muſt ſuk⸗ 
fre her expences. Foz folye in the heed, and beautie in the 
face bene two wozmes, that frete the lyfe, and waſteth the 
goodes. Alſo he mult ſuffre her ryattes, foꝛ a faypze woman 
wyll that none but ſhe haue her commaundementes in the 
houſe:Alſo he muſte ſuffre her nyce mpntonneſle,fo2 euery 
fayze woman wyll paſſe her lyfe in pleaſure: Alſo he mult 
ſuffre her pꝛeſumption, fo euery fapze woman wyll haue 
pꝛeeminence befoze all other. Finally he that marieth with 
a fayze womaa, aparaileth hym to a ryght great aducture: 
aud I (hall tell you wherfoze, Surely Carthage was ne- 
uer ſo enupꝛonned with Scipions, as the howle of a faire 
woman is with lyghte perſones. D vnhappye huſbande, 
whan his ſpirite is at reſt, and the body ſlepyng, than theſe 
Iyght perſons wyll come about his houſe, dꝛieng his body 
with ielouſy, caſtynge theyꝛ eies to the wyndowes, ſcalyng 
the walles with ladders, oz clymynge ouer, ſpngyng ſwete 
ſonges, plapeng on diuers inſtrumentes, watching at the 
gates, tretinge with baudes, vncouerpng the houſe, x wat: 


tynge at euery cozner therot᷑. All theſe thynges in caſe they 


ſhote at the pꝛycke of the womans beautie, they leue not to 
ſhote at the butte of the ſozowfull hulbandes good name, 
And whether this be true 02 not, repoꝛte me to my ſelf, that 
maried me with pour beautie:and let them wite of mp re⸗ 
noume that go ſo aboute the citye. F ſap moche but truely 
J fele moze.No man complapneth of the goddes fo2gy: | 
uynge hym a fowle wpfe,amonge his deſtenies. Whpte 
ſyluer is not wzoughte but in blacke pytche:and the ten⸗ 
der tree is not conſerued but by the harde rynde, J ſay the 
man that marieth a fowle wyfe,ledeth a ſure lyfe:lette eue 
ry man chule as he lyſteth:and J ſay a man that marieth 
a fayze wyfe,chaſteth his goodname at haſard, and putteth 
bis iyfe in peryl. Al the infamp of our pꝛedeceſſours _ | 


AVRELIVS 69 
in one exercyſynge of dedes of armes: and no we all the 


paſtyme of the Romayne youth is to ſerue ladßes: Wijan 
a woman is famed to be fapꝛe, than euery man goeth thy⸗ 
ther, and taketh greate payne to ſerue her, and the women 
woll be ſene. J ſaye Fauſtine, you neuer ſawe a yonge da⸗ 
moylell Romapne, greatlp renoumed in beautie, but either 
in dede 02 in ſuſpection there folowed ſom yll name ok her. 
In that lytell that Þ haue redde, J haue harde of dyuers 
fayze women, bothe of Grece, Italy, Parthe, and Rome: 
and they be not put in remembzaunce, bycauſe they were 
fayze,but foꝛ the greate perylles and heuy chaunces that 
by thep: beauties felle in the wozlde. Foz in maner by rea⸗ 
ſon of their excellente beauties they were vyſited in theyz 
owne landes: and by theyꝛ infampe ſhamed thzoughe all 
C Whan the realme of Carthage was flouryſſhynge in 
ryches and happy in armes, they ruled the common welth 
by wyſe philoſophers, and ſuſtepned it by dyſcrete armes 
on the ſee. Arminius the philoſopher was as greatly eſte⸗ 


med amonge them, as Homer amonge the grekes, oꝛ Ci⸗ 


cero amonge the Romayns, he lyued in this wozlde (pre 


ſcoʒe peres and.ii.Ot᷑ the whiche happy age. lxxx. yeres he 


ruled quietly as a baron moſte peaſible of inynd: and was 
as ſtraunge to women, as familier with his bokes. Than 
the ſenate ſepnge he was ſo bzoken with the comon welth, 


and withdꝛawen from all naturall recreations , they deſt- 
red hym with greate inſtaunce to be maried, bycauſe that 


memoꝛy myght be had of ſo perfytte a wyſe man in tyme 
to come:and the moꝛe impoztunate they were, the moze he 


reſiſted,and ſayd, J wyll not be maried:foꝛ yt ſhe be foule, 


I ſhall abhozre her:yf ſhe be ryche, I muſte ſuffre her: pf 
ſhe be pooze, I muſt maynteyn her:yf ſhe be fapꝛe, J muſt 
take hede to her:yf ſhe be a ſhzewe, J can =_ ſuffre her: 

and 
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and the leaſte pedplente of all theſe, is ſuffycient to flee a 
M. men With ſuche wozdes this wyſe man excuſed hym 
ſelke: and he in his aege, by reaſon of his great ſtudy, loſte 
his ſyghte. And the ſolytarines of his ſwete lyberties con⸗ 
ſtrayned hym to take company of a womã and ſhe had by 
him a doughter, of whom deſcendeo the noble Amilcares 
of Carthage, copetitours of the Scipions of Rome, the 
which ſhewed no lelle wozthpnefle in defcce of Carthage, 
than ours were foztunate to augment Rome, 

¶ Tell me Fauſtine, map not ſuche ſuſpection fall vppon 
your doughters, though they: vertue ſuccour in the perpl 
and theyz honeſtie aſſure thepz perſons? J wyll dyfcouer a 
ſecrete thynge to you. There is nothynge, that can be ſoo 
quyckely commptted, pf a womanne be enupꝛonned with 
chalt kepers and feminine ſhamkaſtnes. Stedfaſtly they 
deſyze, and with great leyſure they pzocure theſe thynges, 
and lyghtly may be attapned. There is nothynge ſoo cer- 
tayue, but that the welth of an other is matter foz the owne 
eupll. And Fauſtpne ye knowe, that the mooſte honeſt wo⸗ 
menne, bp our malyce ate moſte deſpꝛed. Certapnely they 
ſhamefaſtnes and kepynge clole. ben arowes in defence of 
our honeſtte. We rede not that bludde, ryches, noz beautie 
of the vnhappy matrone Luctece was the cauſe, that ſhe 
was deſired: But the clerenes of her viſage,the grauitie of 
her perſon, the puteneſſe of her lyfe, the keppng of hp: ſelfe 
cloſe in her houſe, the exercytie of her tyme, the credence 


amonge her neyghbours, and the great renoume that ſhe 


hadde amonge ſttaunſters, waked the koolyſhe Tarquine 
to commptte with her aduoultrye bp fozce. What thynke 
pou: NOherok came this? J (hall ſhewe you, We that be 
vll, ate ſo yll,that as yll we vſe the goodnes of them that 
be good. This is no faute to the ladies of Rome, but ra- 


ther in the ummoztall goddis,Thepz cleane honeſtie accu⸗ 


ſeth 
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ſeth our cruell malice. Fauſtine pou ſay,yourdoughter is 
to yonge to be maried, Bo you not knowe, that the good 
father ought to endoctryne his ſonnes fro they; yong age: 
and to pꝛouide fo: his doughters whiles they be ponge. 
Ok a trouthe. pf the fathers be fathers, and the mothers 
mothers, as ſone as the goddes haue gyuen them a dough 
ter fozthwith they ought to fyxe in they; hartes a newe re⸗ 
meinbꝛaunce:and not fozgette it, tyli they haue pzoupded 
theyz doughter an huſbande. The kathers ought not to ta⸗ 
ry fo2 tyches, noʒ the moder koꝛ hygh lygnage, the better to 
marie them: So what with the one 3 che other, the tyme 
paſſeth and the doughters ware aeged: and than after 
this maner they be to olde to be maryed, and to abyde a 
lone, they be mapdens : and to ſerue.they be women, they 
lpue in peyne, the fathers in thought, the parentes in ſu⸗ 
pection, leaſt they ſhulde be loſt. O what great ladies haue 
F knowen doughters of great ſenatours, and not foz faut 
of ryches:noz of vertues in they: perſons, but all onelp foz 
lacke of tyme, and dꝛyuynge of one houre to an other, ſoo 
that at laſte ſodeyn deth came to the fathers, and no pꝛo⸗ 
uidence made foz the doughters. So that in mauer ſome 
were couered buder the erthe after thep2 deathe, and ſome 
buried with fo2getfulneſſe. Eyther J lye, oꝛ J haue redde 
in the lawe of the Rodiens, where as it is wzyten we com⸗ 
maunde the father in inarteage.r.ſonnes, to trauaple but 
one daye: but to marye done vertuouſe doughtcr, let hym 
trauaple.r.yeres:ye a ſuffre the water come to the mouth, 
ſweate d2oppes of blood, trauaple the ſtomake diſheritc 
all his ſonnes,loſe his goodes,and aduenture his perſon, 
Theſe woꝛdes in this kaw were pitiefull fo: the doughters 
& not leſſe greuous to the ſonnes. foz.r.lonnes by Þ lawe 
of men ate bound to diſcouer, a to go ouer al the would: but 
8 doughter, by p good law ought not to go out of ß houle, 
T. ii: J (ap 
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F ſay moꝛe ouer, that as thinges vnſtable thzete fallynge, 
ſolykewyſe it chaunſeth to ponge damſeiles, whiche thin- 
keth all thepz tyme loſte and ſuperfluouſe vnto the daye of 
they; mariage. Homere ſayth, it was the cuſtome of ladies 
of Grece, to counte the peres of theyꝛ lyfe, not fro the tyme 
of thep; byztb, but from the tyme of thepze mariage . As yt 
one demaunded of a Grecian her age, ſhe wolde aun vere 
xx. peres, pf tt were .xx. eres ſyth (ſhe was maried: though 
it were. lx. yeres ſyth ſhe was boꝛne. Affirmyng alter they 
hadde a houſe to gouerne and to commaunde, that dap ſhe 
begynneth to lyue. The Melon alter it is rype, and abp⸗ 
deth ſtyll in the gardeyn, can not ſcape, but eyther rotteth, 
oꝛ elles muſte be gathered. J ſay the mapden that taryethe 
longe, tyll ſhe be maried,caa not eſcape, eyther to be taken 
oꝛ inkamed. J wyll ſay no moze. As ſoone as the grapes 
be rype, it behoueth that they be gathered: ſo it is neceſſa- 
ry, that the woman that is come to perfpte age, be maryed 
and kept. And the father, that doth this, caſteth peryll out 
ok his houſe, and bꝛyngeth hym ſelfe. out of thoughte, and 
contenteth well his doughter. 


¶ Ot a ſyckenes wherof the emperour died, ok his 
age, and where he died. Cap. xxxix. 


Arcus the Emperour beynge olde, not onelp | 
by age, but by trauayle and great papnesß 
he had taken and ſuffred in warres. In the 
P: Lvut.yere of his emppze, and lxii. pere of his 
age, and of the foundation of Rome . bi. C. 2 
—_. —-* x.ashe was in anom now caled Hügatie 
with his hoſte, xCommode his ſonne, at a citie called Uen⸗ 
debone ſituate vpon a ryuer, that had .tiit. M. fyze houſes 
and beynge in wputer, and the waters great, x. very weate 
| wether 
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| wether, he beinge in the fieldes about the .rcr. day of De⸗ 
! cember: ſodaynly vpon a nyghte as he wente with lanter⸗ 
nes about his campe, there toke hym a ſyckenes oz palley - 
in one of his armes, ſo that he coude not weld his ſpeare, 
noz pet dzawe his ſwerde, noꝛ put on his owne clothes. 

Chan this good emperour charged with yeres, and with 
noo leſſe thoͤughtes, and wynter increaſpnge with manpe 


greate inowes, and freſynge of the erthe, there felle on him 


an ether malady called Lytarge, the whiche put the Bar- 
bariens in great hardines, and his hoſte in greatte heuy⸗ 
nes, his perſons in peryll, and his frendes in great ſuſpect 
| ofhis helthe. There was done to hym all the experience 


that coude be founde by medicins as vnto great pꝛyncis 


aͤnd loꝛdes is accuſtomed. And all dyd hym no pꝛokpte: by 
reaſon the maladye was greuous, and themperour char⸗ 


ged with eres and the apze of the lande was contrarye 
to hym, and the tyme helped hym nothynge : and alſo he 
was not well intended. And as men of wozſhyppe do ſette 


moe by theyz honour than by thep2 lyues, and had rather 


dye with honoure, than lyue dyſſhonoured, to aſſure thep; 


honour they aduenture every houre theyꝛ lyues, and has 


leauer haue one hour of honour, than a. C. yeres of lyfe: 
So thus this ſicke emperour,cauſed hym ſelfe to be bozne 


all about his campe,and went to ſee the ſcarmyſhes, and 
wold ſlepe in the feldes:the which was not without great 
perpll of his lyfe, noʒ without great trauaplle of h s per⸗ 


on. Thus on a daye the emperour, beinge in a great feuer 
and letten bloudde, harde a great clamour oznoyſe in the 


kfielde: made by his men that had bꝛoughthome great quã⸗ 

titie of foʒage, and theyz ennemies ſette on theym, to relſ⸗ 
cue it: there was mediynge on bothe parties, the one ta 
beare awap, and the other to dekende: The Komapynes fo 


hungre, dyd what they coulde, to beare it awape. Ind the 
. Hun⸗ 
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Hungaryens fro whenſe it came, made reſpſtence : They 
medled ſo one with an other, and theyz debate was ſo cry: | 
ell, that there was flapne. v. capitaynes of the Romapns, | 
the wozſt of them was moze wozthe, than all the fourage 
that they had won. Ind of the Hungariens were ſo many | 
llayne, that all the fourrage that thep had loſte was not ſo 
moche wozth, Certainly conſyderyng the crueltie that was 
there done, the pzofyte that came therby, was very ſinall | 
to the Romayns, ſo that there went but a kewe awape with f 
the fourage,x of the Hungariens fewer was lefre to make 
teſiſtence. The empcrour ſeynge the yll ozder, and that by 
the reaſon of his bloudde lettynge and feuer, he was not | 
pꝛeſent at that acce,he toke ſuche a heupnes at his harte 
wherbp he fell into ſuche a traunce.that it was thought he 
had ben deade:and ſo he lay.tit. nyghtes and two dayes, | 
that he coude ſe no lyght of the ſkye,noz ſpeake to any per: 
ſone. The heate of his ſyckenes was greate,and his peyn⸗ 
nes greatter,he dꝛanke moche and cate Iytelle, he cowlde 
not flepe, his face was pelowe, and his mouthe blacke. 

1 


Somtpme he lyfted vp his cies,x oftentpmes toyned his 


handes together: He ſpake nothynge, and ſyghed many! 
tymes. is th:ote was ſo dꝛye, that he coulde not ſpytte; | 
his eies were verpe (ooze with ſobbynge and weppnge, | 
It was greatte compaſſyon to ſee his deathe, and a great 
plage of confuſyon to his howſe and alſo the very greate i 
loſſe of his warre. There durſte no manne looke vppon 
hym.and fewer ſpeakc to hym. Panutius his Secreta⸗ 7 
rye.ſozowpnge at his harte to ſe his mayſter ſo uere his |} 
dethe,on a nyght in the pzeſence of dyuers other that were a 


there, he lapde to hym. d 
0 

¶ Che woꝛdes of Panutius his ſecretary to thempe⸗ 1 
cour at the houre of his deathe. Cap. xl. 2 
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Marcus my loꝛde, there is no tongue that can 
be ſtyll, noz any harte ſuffre, noꝛ epes diſſimule, 
8. noꝛ wytte that can permytte it. My bloudde 


ge congelethe, and mp ſynewes dzye, the ſtones 
ip | openeth , and my ſowle wolde paſle fozthe : the (oyntes 


o vnioyne aſonder, and my ſpirits are troubled bycauſe 


s | you take not the wyſe and (age counſell, the whiche ye 
] gaue to other that were ſpmple . J ſee pou mp lozde dye, 
th and J oughte foz to be (ooze diſpleaſed therwith. The ſo⸗ 
ke || rowe that J fele at my harte is, how you haue lyued lyke a 
by] wyſe perſone, and at this houre you do lyke a ſpmple man. 
ot Tenne pere a knyght gyueth meate to his hozſe, to thentẽt 
te that he ſhulde kepe hym from peryll:and all that the wyſe 
he man ſtudteth foz a longe ſeaſon, oughte to be to paſſehis 
8, | lyfe with honour, and to take his death with great vertue. 
r: Byght dere lozde, J demaunde of pou, what pꝛouffyte is it 
n: to the mariner toknowe the carde ofthe lee, and after to 
de peryſhe in a tourmente oz tempeſt e What pꝛouffptte is it 
e, | to a capitayne, to ſpeake moche of warre, and after knowe 
not howe to gpue battayle : what p2ofyteth it to a knyght 
ny to haue a good hoſe, and to falle in the ſtrete : What pꝛo⸗ 
te: kyteth it one to teache an other the playne waye, and hym 
Je, elfe to wander aſyde ? J ſape, what pzofyted it the fozce of 
ite pour lpfe, that you eſtemed ſo Iyttelle, many tymes ſee⸗ 
ite kpnge pour deathe e And at this pzeſent howze, that you 
on haue founde deathe,you wepe, bycauſe it wyll take awape 
a: [your lyfee What thynges haut J wzpten with myne owne 
us] hande, bepnge your Decretarye, dyupſed by pour hyghe 
ere and pꝛokounde vnderſtandynge, touchynge the ſtocke of 
deathe ! What thynge was it to ſe the letter! that you ſent 
Claudine vpon the deathe of her huſbande⸗ What wꝛote 
pou to Anthpgone, whan your ſonne Ueriſſemus dyed⸗ 
Wherin pour veritue opdde conſolate his heuineſſe, what 


WW} hygh 
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highe thynges dyd J wꝛyte in the boke that you ſent to the | 
Senate, in the pere of the great peſtplence : comfoztynge | 


them after the great moztalitie paſſed : therin pou dydde | 
ſhewe theym, howe lyttell men ſhulde ſette by deth,# what 
p:ofpte foloweth therby. And J haue ſeene and harde yoy | 
blaſon dethe in your lyfe,and nowe you wepe, as thoughe þ 
you ſhulde lyue here ſtyll, Syth that the goddis comande F 


it, and pour age requyzeth it, x your ſyckenes is the cauſe, 


and nature permytteth it, and foztune conſenteth to it, and 
is the fatall deſtenie of vs all, than you muſte nedes dye, | 


The trauaples that come of neceſſitie, ought with a good 
courage to be abyden. Foz the couragyous feeleth nat oo 
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ſoze the harde ſtrokes, as the weake that falleth, oz he be | 
foughten with. you are but one man, and not two: and 
ye ought to haue oone deathe and not two, Therfoze why | 
wolde ye foz one lyfe haue two dethes , enterrynge the bo: | 
dy, and flepnge the ſpirite with ſighes e Akter ſo many pe: þ 
rylles of longe lyfe to take aſure pozte, wpll ye lyfte vp the 
kaples, and entre agapne into the ſwalowe of the ſee, foz to 


engloutte youe In the ſee pou haue chaſed the bulle, and 
fcaped his woodnes,and nowe pe refuſe to entre into the 
parke, where you mape ſurely flee hym. pou make aſſaute 
with victozte of your lyfe,and wyl dye atteynyng the deth, 


you haue foughte.lxii.peres in the campe of myſerie, and 
nome pou feate to entte into pour ſepulchze: you haue got 
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out of the buſſhes and thoznes wherin you were cloſed: | 
and nowe at this houre you ſtomble in the fayze waye:yoti | 


haue had in certayne the domage of your death: and nowe þ 
ye put in double the pꝛofyte of your death:you are entred | 


ä 


into the campe of defpenge of the wozlde : and nowe you þ 
wolde tourne your backe, whan it is tyme to putte yout | 
handes to armes. Lxii. pere pou haue foughte agaynſte 
foztunc:and nowe pou clooſe youre eyes, bycauſe w_ 
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wyl ftrike you. J ſap it, bycauſe that willpngly you refuſe 
this pꝛeſent dethe,the whiche wyll cauſe vs, to haue your 
Iyfe paſſed ſuſpect. what do you, hygh and myghty pꝛince⸗ 
why wepe you like a chylde! a why ſygh you, as one in dy⸗ 
ſpaite: if you wepe bycauſe pe ſhall die, why dyd you laugh 
ſo moche in pour lyfe tyme? Foz of moche laughynge in 
the lyfe tyme,cometh moche wepyng at the deth. wyll you 
do that you can not do, and not be contente with that you 
may do. The grounde and paſture, that is common, you 
wolde topne to your owne, the renowme ok the common 
welthe you applyed to your owne heritage. Ok a ſubſidp 
oz loue,you wolde make your perpetuall ryghte; J wylle 
ſhewe you who be deed. All be deed and ſhall dye. Ind a- 
monge all other pou wolde all onely lpue. wyll pe haue 
that of the goddes, that they be goddis foz? That is, by⸗ 
cauſe you are moztall,that they make you immoꝛtall. Ind 
you to haue that by pꝛiuilege, whiche they haue by nature. 
I that am but ſymple, demaunde one thynge of you mp 
lozde, that are auncient and wple, whiche is the greatteſte 
oz leaſt welthe, to dye well oz lyue pll? To lyue welle noo 


man can attayne certapnelp, foꝛ hungre, thyꝛſt, ſolitarines, 


perſecution, yll foꝛtune, ſpyckneſſes, and diſfauours, This 
can be called no lyfe, but rather a deth. Af an ancient man 
wolde make a ſhewe and booſte of his lyfe, from the tyme 
of his byꝛthe, to the lapenge in his graue, and the bodye 
to ſhewe all that it hath ſuffred by dolours, and the harte 
to diſcouer all the ſtrokes of foztune. Þ thynke, that the 


goddis wolde haue maruapyle therof, and men wolde be 


abaſhed therof, that the body coude ſuffre ſoo moche, and 


the harte beare it. J holde the Grekes wiſeſt, whiche wepe, 
bhan thepz chyldzen are bozne, and they (pnge, whan an 
olde man dyeth:but the Romapnes ſynge at the byzthe of 
thepz chyldꝛen, and wepe whan they dye olde, Certapnelp 
| U 
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to laughe at the deth of them that die olde, ſith they dye to 
laugh: and to wepe at the byꝛth of chyldzen, ſyth they are 
bozne to wep?, and that the lyfe abydeth the ſentence of pl, 
pꝛoueth well that the deathe is good. Wpll you, that 
I laye one veritie to you? J haue alwayes ſeene, that coft- 
ſell in the wyſeſt man, ſoneſt fapleth hym . Such as wolde 
gouerne al thinges, by theyz opinios, of neceſlitie in ſome, 
oz in the moſte parte, they do erre and kaple. © Marc mp 
dere lozde, wene you, that haue cauſed to burye ſoo ma⸗ 
ny, that ſome ſhulde not burye pou in lpkewyſe! And you 
haue ſeene the ende of they: dayes, ſo other (hal le the ende 
of pour peres. Therfoze me ſemeth, it were better foꝛ pou 
to Dpe, and to go pour wape, to attayne ſoo moche welthe, 
than to ſcape, and to lyue in moche myſerp. Ik you fele 
deathe, J haue no meruaple, ſythe you be a man. But J 
meruaple, that pou do not diſſimule it, lpthe pou are dyſ⸗ 
crete. They that haue clere vnderſtandpnge, feele many 
thapnges at they; harte, that putteth them to pepne, which 
they ſhewe not outwarde, foz. the pꝛeſumtion of honour, 
It al the poyſon, that is in aheuy harte, were ſpzed abꝛode 
in the wcke fleſſhe by ſmalle grepnes, noo walles ſhulde 
fuff"mſe vs to rubbe, noꝛ out nayles to ſcratche. Foz certain 
ly the deathe is but a play; wherinthe plaper, if he be apt, 
aduentureth but lyttell, to wynne moche: and they that 
play, may ſe wel, that this is a wyly play, and not a ſtrong, 
And that alſo, as well thep leſe, that haue but a ſmall card, 
not fearpynge deathe, as they, that with a grrat carde, loue 
long lyfe. What thynge is deth, but a trappe doze,wherin 
the tent is cloſed, in the whiche is ſolde all the miſertes of 
our lyfe? This the goddis do change bs, fro an olde filthy 
houſe, into a newe. And what other thyng is the ſepulchze, 
but a caſtelle, wherin we be cloſed agaynſt the aſſautes of 
the lyke? Df trouthe pou ought moze to coucte, to take that 
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pou find at pour deth, than the hurte of that pou ſhall leue 
in pour lyke. I demande of vou, what it is that doth you 
moſt peyne, in leſyng of the lyfe: Ff you peyn pour ſelf, foz 
Helie Fabzice youre wpfe,bycauſe pou leaue her ponge, we 
ry not pour ſelf,fo: ſhe is wel thought on in Kome, foꝛ any 
peryll of your lyte. And as ſone as ſhe knoweth it, J am 


in certapne, ſhe wyll not wipe moche, though you go your 


way. Thã you ought not to wep?,fo2 leuyng of her Theſe 
pong damoyſels, maried to olde men, haue euer they; eyes 
fixed in the deth of they huſbãdes. And holly kaſten their 
hartes on hym, that they thunk, to wary with ageyn. They 
wepe with theyz eyes, à laughe in they: hartes And thinke 
not contrary, though ſhe be an empꝛeſſe, and can not fynde 
an other emperour,to be her buſoande, yet ſhe wyll fynde 
ſome other man Foz pf they be ſo determyned, they wyll 
change theyz robes of ſolke, foꝛ a go vne of clothe. J dare 
well ſape, they moze deſoꝛe a ponge ſheparde than an olde 
emperour If you care foꝛ your chyldzen, whome pe muſte 
leaue behinde you: J can not tell, why you ſhuld do ſo: Foz 
if pour deth be diſpleaſant to them, moch moze diſpleaſeth 
them, p pou lyue ſo longe It is great peyn to the child, not 
to deſire the deth of his father: Foz yf he be pooze. it is fo 
fcarc,how they ſhuld be maynteined:yf he be rych, then by 
cauſe he ſhalbe his heire. They ſynge d you wepe, you fere 
the dethe,x wepe,bycauſe you leaue your life Do pou not 
know, ß after the night cometh the dewy moznyng : x after 
p cometh the bzyght ſon:x after Þ ſon cometh a derkcloud, 
and after ageyn cometh faire wether, + afcer that cometh 
lightnyng # thonder:x than agayne clere ayzez Allo J ſay, 
that after infancy cometh chylhode, tha cometh youth, 2 
age after that, and ſo at laſte comethdethe.and after dethe, 
fearefull hope, ot a ſure lyfe, Sit, beleue me, in one thyng. 
The beginning. the meane, and the ende euery man _ 
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Certaynly.yf you had ben takẽ as the floure fro the herbe: 
if you had ben cut grene fro the tree, pf vou had ben graf- 
fed in pzymetpme:if pou had ben eaten in the ſowernes of 
the vyne: i meane ik in the kyzſte youthe, whan lyfe wag 
at the ſweteſt if dethe had come and knocked at the gate, 
ye ſhulde haue had cauſe to be ſozy:but as nowe, the wal⸗ 
les are weake and redye to falle, and the floure wythered, 
and the bery putrified, the ſpeare full of moſſe, and canne 
not dzꝛawe the knyfe out of the ſhethe. Herein pou haue de: 
ſired the woꝛlde, as pf you had neuer knowen the wozlde, 
L xit. ere pou haue ben pꝛiſoner in the dongeon of the bo⸗ 


dy: now han the ſhakles oꝛ gyues ſhuld⸗ be taken from 


pou, you contplayne: pou loꝛde wold make newe of other 
newes. He that thinketh it not ſufficvent, to lpue.lxii.peres 
in this dethe, oz to dye in this lyfe, he wyll not be contente 
with the ſcoꝛe thouſande. 
C Auguſte the Emperour ſapde, that after that men had 
lpued.l. eres, they ought to dye, ozels cauſe them (ſelfe to 
be layne.bycauſe that vnto that tyme.is the felycitte of 
man. He that lyucth beponde that: tyme, paſſeth his tyme 
in heuyneſſe, in greuous aches, deathe of his chylderne, 
and loſſe of his goodes, in-impoztunities of his chyldzen 
in lawe, buryenge of his frendes , ſuſtepnynge pꝛoceſſe, 
papenge of dettes,and other infinite trauaples: So. that 
it were better with his eyes clooſed to abyde theym in his 
graue, thanne with his eyes open, to abyde theym in his 
Iyfe dapes. Certaynly it is a foztune of all foztunes, and 
he is ryght pꝛiuie with the goddes, that at. l. peres, leaueth 
his Iyfe. Foz al the time that he lpueth after is in decapeng 
and neuer vpzyght,but rollyng. relynge, and redy to fall, 
O Marc my dere lozde, do vou not know, that by the ſame 
wap, that lpfe gothe, cometh deth⸗ It is. lxit. pere that ye 
haue ſought the one from the other. Ind whan pe _ 
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fro Rome, where as you lefte pour howſe, ye wente to Jl⸗ 
lirtke, where pou lefte a great peſtylence : and nowe pou 
are retourned into Yungarie. Do pou not knowe, that as 
ſoone as you were bozne,to gouerne the erth, incontinent 
dethe iſſu ed out of his ſepulchze, to fynde pour lyfe: And 
if you haue honozed ainbaſladours of the ſtraunge kyn- 
ges, moche moze ye oughte to honour deathe, that comerh 
fro the goddis. What loꝛdſhyp can be loſt in this Ipfe, but 
you ſhall fynde greatter in the death. Ire you not remem⸗ 


bꝛed: whan Mulcan my ſofte in lawe popſened me, bycauſe 


he deſyꝛed my goodes moze than mp lyfe, howe pou, my 
lo2de,fo2 loue that you had to me,gaue me comfozte and 
counſell,foz the deth of mp ſozowfull youth:and you ſayde 
to me, the goddis were cruell, in kpllynge of them that be 
ponge, and pitiefull, whan they burie theym that be olde, 
And alſo you ſayde to me, Comfozte thy (elfe Panutius: 
Fo2 pt thou dydſt lyue to dye, now than thou dyeſt to lyue 
Therfoze ryght hygh and myghty pꝛince, j ſay to you, as 


you ſayd to me: and J counſapyle pou, as you counſayled 


me, and that you-gaue me, J gyue you agayne. Fynally, 
of this repynge, take the beſt in.wozthe,xlet the reſt abide, 


¶ How themperour demanded to haue in wꝛiting, al that 


the Secretarie had ſapde. Cap.xli. 
Md as of the contentynge of the wylle, often⸗ 


AY, ymes pꝛocedeth helthe and eaſe of the body 


75 che emperour was well ſatiſfped with the woz- 
des of Panuttus, whiche he eloquently vtte⸗ 
red, and with pzofounde counſell, hardily and 


. 


famili ariy, and in due tyme, as a good frende. Great con⸗ 
paſſpon it is, to them that wold dye, whã it is ſhewed them 
what they ought to do. Foz of them that be about the bed, 
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ſomme robbe hym ok his money, ſomme ſerue hym welle, 
ſome holde the place, to be his heite ſome gape foz gyktes, 
ſome wepe fo: loſynge of hym, ſomme laugh foz the gay. 
nes they haue by his death, and ſo in this maner the pooze 
pacient,haupnge many.lokpnge foz they: pꝛokyte, hath no 
body to coũſel hym. we ſe dayly, that ſeruantes, whan they 
ſe the going out of the cadel of lyfe, care not foz the clẽſing 
of they: loꝛdes vyces. And therof cometh, that as ſone ag 
he is deed, ſtreight wap begpnneth to ſtynke. And ſo J ſay 
that the ende of his lyke, is the begynnynge of his inkamp. 
All they that were there, as wel the olde ſeruauntes as the 
newe, belongynge to themperour,capytaynes of warre, x 
other, were not a lytell abaſhed,of the ſapenge of Panu⸗ 
tius, and they all allowed his ſayenge, aud ſayde, he was 
woꝛthy to haue the gouernaunce of thempire. The good 
emperour all the ſeaſon that anutius ſpake, wept with 
depe ſighes fro his harte. And bycauſe he was ſo ſoze gre: 
ued, he coude not fozthwith gyue hym an anſwere: At the 
laſte he commanded Panutius, to gyue hym in wzityng, al 
that he had ſayd, to thentent that he myght ſtudye theron. 
Foz he ſaid, it was no reaſõ, to fozget thynges ſo well ſaid, | 
So all the reſt of that night, the Secretarie occupied hym 
ſelfe, to put in wziting the ſame layeng: and the nexte day 

he delyuered it to the emperour, whiche toke it, and looked | 
theron all the daye: and kept it ſtyll on his handes,x often 
tymes redde theron, And the nerte nyght themperour ſent 
foz the Secretarie, ⁊ in open audience he ſaid, as foloweth 


¶ Che anſwere of themperour to Panutius.ca.xlii. 


Appy was the mylke, that thou ſuckedlt in Dacie, 

the bꝛead Þ thou diddeſt eate at Rome, a the lernyng, 

that thou haddeſt in Athenes, and thy bꝛyngyng vp — my 
| ous, 
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hous. Fo: in my lyfe, thou haſte well ſerued me, and at mp 
dethe, thou haſt well counſayled me. J commaunde Com: 
modus mp ſonne, to rewarde the foz thy good ſeruice. And 
J pꝛay the goddis to recompence the foꝛ thy councel. The 
reward fo2 diuers ſeruices a man may make: but Þ reward 
fo2 good coũcel, all the goddis haue nede to do. The gretiſt 
reward, that one frend map do to an other, is in a great ⁊ 
weyghtie matter, to ſuccour hym with good coũcel. Al the 


trauaples ofthe wozlde are weightie, but the trauaplle ok 


dethe is the weightieſt: all be perillous, but that is moſte 
perillous :al ben great, but this is the greatteſt:al thinges 
haue an ende at laſt by deth, ſaufe only deth, whoſe ende 1g 
vnknowẽ. He that is hurte with deth, is as he, p is ſicke of 


the llepyng euill, hauing a quicke vnderſtandyng, g pet he 


knoweth no man: a many thinges beinge offered to hym, 
he can determine vpon none, vet agayne J ſay, he is a true 
and faythfull frend, that in ſuche tyme, wil giue good coũ 
ſel to his krend. All they that here this that J ſay, wpl ſay; 


that it is true. But J ſweare, that noo man can knowe it 


perfitelp, but he that is in caſe, that J am in, redye to dye. 
Tru. yere hath ben the cours of my lyfe, and nowe deathe 
commaundeth me, to cloſe myne eres, a to folowe the cours 
of deth. Mozeouer, as thou kneweſt not the infyzmitie, ſo 
thou appꝛocheſt not to the cure and helthe. The dolour is 
not there. as thou haſt made defenſtues, it is not the fiſtu⸗ 
la, where againſt thou haſt gyuen cautere, it is not againſt 
opilations, that thou haſt giuen ſiropes, it is not in þ vey⸗ 
nes. p̊ thou haſt gyuen me inciſion: Thou haſt not wel he⸗ 
led the wounde, that thou haſt ſtitched me. J ſay, that thou 
muſte entre further in me, to knowe perfitelp myne acceſſe. 
The ſighes that pzocede fro the botom of mp hart, can not 


be vnderltanden with heringe of them: the goddis alonly 


know p thoughtes of pᷣhart.alſo diuers thinges are in me 
that 
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that Jknowe not of mp ſelfe, no moze than that is with- 
out me, O anutius, thou accuſeſt me that J feare death, 
To feare it greatly, 7 denp it:but I conkeſſe to feare it ag 
a man. Ok trouth, vt I ſhuld ſay, that Þ feare not death, J 
muſte denp, that J am not made of fleſhe. We ſe, that the 
Olyphant feareth the lyan, and the beate feareth the oly⸗ 


phant, and the wolfe feareth the beare, and the ſhepe fea- 


rethe the wolke, and the ratte the catte, and the catte the 


dogge, and the dogge the man, and all onely they: feare 


ig, that they dꝛede to be llayne. Than if theſe bzute beates 
refuſe deth, not fearynge the fyghtynge with furious ſpi⸗ 
rites.no2 the eniopenge with the goddes : Howe moche 
rather oughte we to feare the deathe⸗ Foz we are in feare 
to be tozne in pieces with the furies in theyz pepnes, oz to 
be recepued in pleaſure with the goddes.Therfoze I ſape, 
that the naturall feare of deathe. J haue oucrcome with 
the bꝛydell and lyberties of reaſon. Thinkeſt thou Panu- 
tius, that I ſee not my graſſe waſted, and my grapes ga⸗ 


thered, that my houſe bꝛeaketh, and that J haue nothynge 
lefte, but the ſtocke of the grapes, the ſkynne of the fleſſhe, | 


and but one onelp blaſte af all my Iyfe: Thou ſeeſte well, 


that by the tokens, the exercyſe is ſene. And nettes be caſte | 


in the riuers, and in the parkes bulles ben chaſed. J ſaye 
that the rumour of deathe holdeth in ſauetie the lyfe that 


is in me, at this houre redp armed agaynſte dethe. J make |: 
bataple with death, at this houre barapne and naked of |. 


Iyfe:and ſo redy to entre into the ſepulchze: at this houre 
J ſhall entre into the campe, where as J ſhall not be go⸗ 


red with bulles, but ſhall be eaten with wozmes : and fy⸗ 


nally, I ſhall go, from whens I can not flee, Thus J hope 


abpdyng deth. And this J ſap, bycauſe thou ſhalt knowe, 


that J knowe it, and that thou ſhalte fele, that J fele. And 
to the entent thou lyue vnbegyled, J wyll tell the a ſecrete, | 
The 
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The nouelties, that thou haſt ſene in me, as in abhoz- 
rynge of meate, bereuynge ok flepe, liupnge alone, we⸗ 
rynes of companp, dꝛownynge in ſyghes, and paſtyme in 
wepynge. Thou mayſte well thynke, what turment ought 
to be in the ſee of my harte, whan ſuche tremblynges and 
motions of erthe and reynes are ſet in the erthe of my bo⸗ 
dy. Shal J ſhew the, wherkoꝛe my body is in this thought 
and my harte in ſuche trouble? The cauſe why J ſuifce 
dethe ſoo greuoullp, is that J leue my ſonne Commode 
in this lyfe in a perillous age foz hym and ſuſpecious foz 
themppꝛe. By the floures the fruites are knowen. and the 
vines in burgenyng, by the colt the hoꝛſe is knowen, whez 
ther he ſhalbemeke oz tybbozne fo2 labour oz cariage:and 
in the pouthe the yonge man is knowen: and by the Iytell 
that 3 fe in my Iyfe by mp ſonne Comode. J feare me, it 
wyll be icſle after my deth. Thou knoweſt not. why J lap 
thus. And J (aye it not without cauſe:fo2 my ſonne Com⸗ 
mode is very ponge and pet ponger in wytte. He is of an 
pll inclination, but he be fozced; he gouerneth hym ſelfe by 
his owne wpte and vnderſtandynge, as though he were 
a man of experience: he knoweth but lytell, and carethe 
fo: nothynge.Of the tyme paſſed he hath no knowledge: 
all onely he occupieth hym lelfe with the tyme pzeſent. Fy⸗ 
nallp.by that I ſe with myn eyes, and thynke in my harte, 
J feare me the perſonne of my ſonne ſhall be in peryll, and 


the memoꝛie of his fathers howſe peryſſhe. Fauſtyne his 
mother hath foſtred hym to delycately:and by a harde ſto- 
my grounde he hath a great waye to go. Heentreth as now 


alone into the pathe of youth without any guyde. J feare 


me he ſhall goo out of the ryght waye,and wander in the 
- buſhes and thoznes of vices. O Panutius, harken what 


— 


J ap, J ſay it not without teares, thou ſeeſt that my ſonne 
kemapneth ryche, yonge, and at libertie. Riches youthe 
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ſolitarines, and libertie ben. ttit. peſtilences, that enpop⸗ 
ſone the pꝛynce, and waſte the common welthe: hit fleethe 
them that be alyue, à inkameth them that be deed. Beleue 
me one thynge.dyuers graces are requuſite to ſuſtepne di⸗ 
uers vertues. With the fayꝛeſt women the bzothell houſes 
are peopled, the mooſte vilapnes are made ruffiens : the 
mooſte hardye are robbers in woddes: the quyckeſt of vn- 
derſtandynge ofte pꝛoue fooles ; and the moſte fubtylle 
becom theues. J ſap, that ſuche as are clothed with dyuers 
graces of nature, lacke the furres of acqupzed vertues, 

We map lap, they holde in theyz handes a knyfe, wherwith 
they ſtryke and hurte them ſelues : fire on thep2 ſhulders, 
wherwith they bzen:and a cozde about thepz necke, wher⸗ 
with they hange : daggers at they; ſtomacke, wherwith 
they are flapne:thoznes at they? fecte, wherwith they are 
pꝛicked:a ſtony way afoze they: etes, where thep ſtomble, 


and ſtomblpnge fall, and fallpuge they lefe theyz lyfe, and 


wynne dethe. The great trees of whom we haue fruyte in 
wynter, and ſhadowe in ſommer, fyꝛſt be planted the rotes 
faſte in the entrayles of the erthe, oz euer thepz wauerynge 
boughes are aduentured in the wynde. Marke Panutius 
marke well. The man that from his youth hath ſet befoze 
hym the feare of the goddes, and the ſhame of men, is ha: 
bited in vertues, à he that accompanieth with thepm that 
be bertuous, mapnteyneth trouth to euery man, and liueth 
without pꝛeiudice of any man. Malicious foztune mape 
ſomtyme cleue the barke of the welthe of ſuche a tree, wy⸗ 
ther the floure in his pouthe, bꝛeake the leaues of his fa⸗ 
uout, gather the frupte of his trauaplle, bꝛeake downe a 
bough of his offices,# bowe downe the heyght of his coũ⸗ 
celi:yet foz all the ſtrokes that the wynde can ſtrike, it can 
not be plucked vp by the rote. Certaynely the ſonne that 
the father hath endewed with graces,and the lonne appil⸗ 

engt 
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enge hym in vyces, ought not to be bozne in this woꝛlde:x 
tk he be bozne,to be burped quicke.Foz the fathers ſweate 
by dap, and watche by nyght, to leue honour to they; chylz 


- |; dzen,whiche the fathers bye of the goddis with ſyghes, x 
the mothers delpyered of them with peyne, and bzinge the 
vy with trauaple:and the chylde pꝛoueth ſo. that he giueth 

gteuous age to the father in his lyfe,x great infamy after 
his death. A conſpder wel, that the pzince Comode, beyng 


: yonge and J olde,agaynſte his wpl,fozbare vices,# I fere 


me, that after my deth,he wyll hate vertues. A remcbze dt- 
uers of his age, haue inherited the emppꝛe, whiche were ſo 
hardy in theyꝛ lyues, that they deſerued to be called tyzan- 
: |? tes after thepꝛ dethes. Exãple of Denps,renoumed tyzant 
= of Spcill. whiche hired theym that coude inuentebyces, as 
our Rome rewardeth them that conquere realmes. What 
= greatter tyzanny can be in a tyzant,than to make moſt pꝛi⸗ 


uie to him, thẽ that be vicious: Allo J foꝛget not the foure 
kinges, that ſucceded after great Alexander, as Ptholoine 
Anthiocꝰ, Siluiꝰ, a Antigonus.whiche the Grekes called 
great tirantis:all that Alexander had gotten  renoumed 
triũphes, they loſt by theyꝛ viciouſnes. And in this maner 
the woꝛld p Alexãder had deuided amonge them. iii. came 
to the handes of mo than foure.C.foz Antigon? ſet fo litle 
by that had coſt his lozd Alexãder ſo moch, c was lo lighte 
in his age, q ſo bolde in his realme, in mockerie in 5 ſtede 
bk a crowne of golde, he ware a garland of Jute:x in ſtede 
of a ſceptcr,he bare a thyſtle in his ryght hande: and after 
that maner, he wolde (yt amongehis men, whan he ſpake 
do ſtrangers. lay ſhame to the yonge man ſo to do, but J 


. meruapyle, that the ſadde an wyſe men of grece ſuffred it. 


(I remembꝛe alſo Caligula the. tui. emperour of Rome, 
a vonge man, in whoſe tyme it was harde to knowe, whi⸗ 


1: | che was the greatter,eyther the diſobedience of the people 
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to thep2 loꝛde, oꝛ the hatred, that the loꝛde bare to the peo- 
ple. And this ponge pꝛince went fo farre oute of the wape | 
in his pouth, and was fo farre wyde frome reaſon in his | 


tyꝛannpts, that euery man ſtudped, howe to take his Iyfe 
from hym:a he ſtudied to flee euerp man, He wzote theſe 


woꝛdes in a table of golde: Wolde to god, that all Rome 


hadde but one heed, to the entente that with one ſtroke, J 
myghte ſtryke it ok. 


¶ J alſo remembze Tyberie ſonne adoptiue of good. Au- 


guſte, called Auguſt, bycauſe he augmented Rome. But 
this good olde pꝛince dyd not fo moch augemente it in his 
lyfe, but this yonge ſucteſſout diſtroped it moche moze af 


ter his deathe. The hate that the Romayn? people had a⸗ 
gaynſte Tyberie in his lyfe, was ryght welle ſhewed after | 
his dethe. Foz the ſame daye that he dyed, oz whan he was 


ſlayne, the people made dyuers pꝛoceſſions, and the ſena⸗ 


tours offred great gyftes in the teinples, and the pꝛieſtes 


offred gret ſacrifices to their goddis, to thentent that they 
ſhulde not recepue the ſoule of the ſayd Tyberie into their 
glozie, but to ſende it to the furies of Bell: 


( Alſo F mynde Patrocle, the ſeconde kynge of Coꝛpn⸗ 


the, whiche enherited the realme, beynge but. vi. pere of 
age, and he was ſo vicious of his body, and ſo lyberall of 
his mouthe, that where as his father helde the realme. lx. 
pere he poſſeſſed it but. xxx. dayes, 

C Allo the aunctente Tarquin the pꝛoude, the. bii. kynge 
of Rome, whiche was ryghte godly in geſture, ryghte va⸗ 
lyaunt in armes, and of a cleane bloudde, as an vnhappye 
pʒince, defiled all his vertues with noughtye lyuynge: in 
ſuche wyſe, that he conuerted his beautie into lechery, his 
power into tyꝛanny, fo the villany that he dyd to Lucrece, 

the chaſte lady of Rome, wherby he loſt not onely his re⸗ 
9 _ name of Tarquine was banpſſhed koz euer 


out 
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out of Rome, | 
C 3 remembze cruelle Nero, whiche inherited and dyed 
yonge : #1n hym ended the memozie of the noble Ceſars: 
and by hym was renewed the memoze of Antigones the 
” tyzantes.300hom thynkeſt thou this tyrant woldeſuffre to 
Ie 7 lyue, whiche flewe his owne mother⸗ Tell me J pzaye the, 
what harte is that of a chylde.to flee his owne mother, to 
open the bzeſtes that he ſucked, to ſhedde the blood of her 
1- |” thatnouryſhed hym in her armes, and to beholde the en⸗ 
11 traples, wherin he was fourmed? What thynkeſte thou, 


S that he wolde not haue done ſoth he commptted ſuche an 
f: vll dede! The day that Nero flewe his mother, an ozatour 
a: ſapde in the lenate, that Agrippyne his mother had deſer- 
et ued deth koz chyldynge ſuch a chylde in Rome. Thele the 


dapes that thou haſte ſene me ſo altred in my mynde, all 
theſe thynges came befoze me: and J haue dꝛawen theym 
into the depenes of my harte, and diſputed theym. This 
+ ſonne of myne holdeth me in the gulfe of the fee, betwene 
the wawes of feare, and the ankers of dyſpapze, hoppnge, 
that he ſhoulde be good bycauſe J haue nouryſſhed hym 
well, and fearynge that he ſhulde be ylle, bycauſe his mo⸗ 
ther Fauſtyne hath bzought hym vppe wantonly, and the 
ponge man is inclined to pll. And as pe ſee a thynge made 


l 


lr. by artifice periſhe, and a naturall thynge laſte: J am in 

2 great feare, that after my dethe,he wyll tourne that wape, 
ge that his mother hath chylded hym, and not as J haue no⸗ 
a- rilſhed hym. O how happy were J, vf J had neuer a child, 


to leue behynde me to be emperour: Then a chylde mpght 
be cholen amonge childzen of good fathers, and J ſchulde 
not haue ben troubled with hym, that the goddes haue gy⸗ 
uen me.Panutius, J demaunde one thynge of the, whe⸗ 
ther thou calleſt moſte foztunate, Uaſpaſian the naturall 
© father of Domitian, ozels Merua, the W adopty — ot 
5 (All; ta- 
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Traian: Maſpaſian was good, and Nerua verpe good, x 


Domitian was of all other mooſte cruelle, and Trapane 
the myztour of all clemency.Thi regard, how Uaſpaſian 
in the foztune to haue chyldzen was vnhappp, and Nerug 
in the myskoꝛtune to haue chyldzen was happy. J knowe 
not why thele fathers deſpꝛe to haue chyldzen.ſith they ben 
the occaſion of ſo moche trauaple. O Panutius, J wyll 
ſay one thynge to the, as à frende to a frende(as thou kne⸗ 


welt wel we be in thys woꝛlde) J haue lyued. xi. peres, in 


whiche tyme J haue redde many thynges, and haue hard, 
ſene, deſpꝛed, attepned, poſſeſled, ſuffred, and reſted moch, 
and nowe at this tyme J muſt dye: and of all thyng J ſhal 
beare nothyng awap, bycauſe bothe it and F are nothyng, 
Great beſines the hart hath to ſerche fo: theſe goodes, and 
great trauayle to come to them: but wythout compariſon 
the greatteſt dolour is at the houre of the dethe, to departe 


and leaue them. What greatter diſeaſe can be to the body, 


than ſondapnely to be ſurpꝛiled with ennempes! What pe 
ryll of the ſee, oꝛ loſſe of frendes, can be egall, to ſe a ver: 


tuous man dꝛawe to his deathe, to leaue the ſweate of hys 


face, the auctozttie of the empire, the honoure of hys per: 


ſone, the company of hys frendes, the remedpe of hys det⸗ 
tours. the rewardynge of his ſeruantes:! and to leaue it to 


a chylde, that hath not merited it, noꝛ hath not the power 
ts wyll to merite it. | 
¶ In the.ir.table of the lawes were theſe wozdis waltten: 


We commaũde and ozdeyne,that euery father who in the 


opinton of all men is good, ſhall diſheryte his ſonne, that 


is pl] in euery mans opinton.Yllo euery chylde, what ſoo 
euer he be, that diſobepeth hys father, oz robbeth any tem: 
ple,0z hurt any wydowe, ſo that ſhe blede, lee fro the bat 


taple, oʒ do any treaſon to a ſtranger, who lo euer is found 


in anp of theſe fyue caſes,lette hym be banylhed foz euer 


the 


3 
1 
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the habitation of Rome and caſte out fro the herytage of 


= hys father. 


In good ſoth this lawe was good, and in the tyme of 
Quintus Cincinate, hit was ozdeyned, and nowe by vs, 
whiche be vnhappy.itis cleane lcfte and fo:gotten. Pa⸗ 
nutius, without doubte J ain wery to ſpeake, and alſo Þ 


haue luche an impediment in my ſtomacke, that J wante 


bzethe: oꝛ elles J coulde ſhewe the all by ozder, yf myne 
vnderſtandynge faylcd me not, howe manye Parthiens, 
Mediens, Affiriens, Caldiens, Indiens, Egypcyens, 
7 Hebzewes, Grekes,and Romapnes, haue lefte they2 chyl⸗ 
2 dzen pooze, and myght haue lefte them ryche: and all was 
7 bycauſe they were victous ;and other chyldzen that were 
= very pooze, werelefte ryche, bycauſe they were good and 
bvertuous. J kwere to the by the immoztall goodes, that 
= whan J came fro the warres betwene the Parthiens and 
Rome, and that the triumphe and glozie was gyuen to 
me, and mp ſonne confirmed to be emperour: J wolde 
the Senate hadde lefte me my ſonne Commodns pooze, 
with all his vices, and that J hadde made the Senate 


heire and lo2de to the empire: and to haue chaſtiſed hym to 


the exaumple of all the wozlde. J wyll that thou knowe, 
I ſhall carte fyue thynges with me out of this wozlde in 
termedled, the whiche is greate ſozowe to my harte. The 
fyꝛſte is, that J haue not determined and iudged the plee 
and pꝛoceſſe of the noble wydowe Dꝛuſia, wich the Se- 
nate, ſeinge that ſhe is very pooze, and hath noo bodpe to 
doo her Juſtyce: The leconde ts,bycauſe J doo not dye in 
Rome, to the intente that J myghte cauſe to be cryed and 
= pzoclaymed euerp where in Rome, er J dyed, to wytte ik a 


ny complayned on methe thyꝛde is, that where as J dyd 


lee. xiiit.tyꝛantes that vndyd the countreye, that J hadde 
not as well banyſhed all the Pirates that kepte the ſees: 
[ che 
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the fourth is, that J lefte my dere ſonne. Ueriſlimus deed: 
and the. v. that J haue lefte alyue, as heyze to the emppꝛe, 
my ſonne Commodus. O Panutius the greatteſt happe, 
that the goddes can gyue to a man ( not couetous but ver: 
tuouſe)is to gyue hym renoume in his lyke, a a good heire 
to conſerue hym after his deathe.Fynally to conclude, J 
pꝛape to the goddes,yf I (hall haue any parte with theym, 
that if by my ſonnes offences. Nome be ſclandꝛeth and my 
renoume miniſhed, and my hous loſte by his lyke, that they 


wyll take a way his lyfe pet oz J dye. 


¶ x hat themperour ſayde to the mapſters ok his ſonne, 
and to the rulers of themppꝛe.Capi.xluii. 


A velde ine to dethe, and leaue this Iyfe, 
and treate with my ſepulchze. pe lozowe 
foz my ſozowe, pe are tourmented with 
myn angupſhe, and peyned foz my pepne: 

it is uo meruaplle. Foz the clere vnderſtandynge of the 
pure blod oft tue and fapthfull frendes, is to double they; 
trapuaples, and to wepe foz other:yf one bzute beaſt mozne 
fo an other, moche moze ough one humapne creature to ſo 
rowe fo2 an other, And this J ſaye,bycauſe I know by the 


| 


aa 


teares of your eyes, the felynge of your hartes. Ind ſythe | 


that the greatteſt rewarde fo2 any benefite, is to knowe it, 
and thanke the patte therof:as moche as Þ can, J thanke 
pou.Fud pf mp weake thankes be not cozreſpondente to 
pour pitiefulle wepynge, J requyze the goddes, after they 


haue taken away mp lyfe, to rewarde you fo2 my duette. | 


It is great pleaſure foz the familie to knowe they _ 
et 


ſter go with the goddig, and greate peyne to hym fo leage 
them. Foz company of many peres is loth to leaue the lyfe, 
In m lyfe tyme J haue done withyou as F ought to do, 
and as nowe J muſte do as J map. The goddes wyl take 
my ſoule away, Comodus my ſonne the eimppze, the ſepul⸗ 
chꝛe my bodye, and ye my ſpecyall frendes my harte. And 
ſothly it ts reaſon, that ſpth ye were in the lyke my hartes, 
that it be yours after my deth, And in that Þ wyll ſpeake 
moꝛe particular this night (hall be our reaſonnyng. Nowe 
my harty frendes ye ſe, that J am come to the ende of my 
laſte iourney, and to the begynnpnge of my fy2ſte tourney 
with the goddis. It is reaſon, that ſyth N haue loued you 
in tyme paſt, that ye beleue me now. Foz the tyme is come 
that ye can deinaunde nothyng of me: noz J haue nothing 
to offer pou:noꝛ myn cares as now can not here flatteries, 
no: my harte ſuffre impoztunities, pf ye neuer knewe me, 
knowe me now. IJ haue ben he that J am, and am he that 
hath ben, in tymes paſte lyke vnto pou, ſomwhat: nowe 
ye ſe J am but lytell and within a lyttell whyle I ſhall be 
nothynge. This daye ſhall ende the lyfe of Marke your 
krende, this day ſhall ende the lyfe of Marc your parente, 
this day ſhall ende the fkatall deſtenies of Marc pour lozd, 
this day (hal ende the ſeignozy of Marke pour emperour, 
and this day ſhall ende his empy2:e. J haue vanquyſthed 
many, and nowe J am ouercome with deth: J am he that 
bath cauſed many to dye, and J can not as nowe gyue my 
ſelke one daye of lyfe: J am he that hath entred into cha⸗ 
riottes of golde and this daye J (hall be layed on a biere 
of wodde: Jam he, foz whome many haue ſonge meryly, 
and this day they wepe: Jam he that hath had company 
in all exertiſes, and this daye I ſhaltbe gyuen to hungrye 
wozmes: I am Marcus greatly renoumed, that with fa⸗ 
mous triumphe mounted into the high capytolle, and this 
Ts 5 X daye 
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day with fo:getfulnes J ſhall diſcende into the ſepulchze, 
I fee nigh with myn eies that was farre hyd in my harte. 
And as the goddes be fatourable to you in this wozlde, x 
equalle and fauourable to me in an other wozide, as my 
fleſhe neuer toke pleaſure to paſſe this lyfe, but my harte 
was ſodaynly taken with the feare of death, than take no 
peyne fo2 me, fo epther J muſte lee the ende of pou, oz 
pou of me. J pelde great thaukes to the goddis, that they 
take awape this olde perſon to reſte with them, and leaue 
you ponge foz to ferue in themppze:Foz there is no compa 
ryſon foꝛ to ſpeake of death to the lyfe, no to elchewe the 
deathe at the houre therof, And pet J wyl not denpe, but 
F do fcare deth, as a moztall man. Whan the lyfe paſleth, 
there is no pzudence in a pzudente.no2 vertue in a vertu⸗ 
ous, noz loꝛdſhyp ina loꝛʒde, that can take a wape the feare 
of the ſpirite, noꝛ peyne of the fleſſhe. Atte this tyme the 
ſowle and the fleche are ſo combpned and fo conglutinate 
togpther, and the ſpirite wyth the blonde are foo. anuexed, 
that the ſeperation of the one from the other is the mooſte 
terrible, and the laſte terrible of all terriblenes, Certapnly 
it accozdeth vnto good reaſon, that the ſowle departe do⸗ 
loꝛouſlp, leauynge the fleſhe vnto woꝛmes, and the bodye 
as enuious to fc the ſowke go and fpozte with the goddis; 
O what lytell thoughte we take in this Iyfe, vntylle we 
falle grouelynge with oure eies vppon deathe. Beleue 
me, Spthe J haue paſſed from whens pe be, and haue er⸗ 
petimented that pe doo ſe, that is the vanities of vs that 
are vayne, is ſo agreable to vs, that whanne we begynne 
too Iyue, we pmagpne that oute Iyfe wplt endure a holle 
wozlde:and whanne it is ended. it ſeemeth vs to be. but a 
puffe o2 a blaſte of wynde. And bycauſe' than ſenfaalytie 
peyneth foz lenſibtlitie, and the fleſſhe foꝛ the fleſſhe, rea- 
ſon gupded with them that be moztall telleth me, — 
pepne 
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peyneth not with the departynge. Ar J haue lyued as a 
bꝛute beaſte it is reaſon that J dye a diſcrete man oughte 
to do. I dienge this day, ſhal dye al my ſyckeneſſe, hungre 
ſhal dye, colde ſhall dye, al my peynes ſhal dye, my thought 
(hall dye, my diſpleaſure ſhal dye, and euery thynge that 
gyuethe peyne and ſoꝛowe. This day the nyght ſhal be ta- 
ken awap, and the ſonne ſhyne bzyght in the ſu ye: This 
daye the ruſte ſhall be taken from myne eyes, aud J hall 
ſee the ſonne clerely: This dape the wape ſhall he made 
ſmothe foz to goo ryghte: this is, the daye ſhall ende the 
turney, wherin J ſhall not dzede the ſtayes of F oztune, 
J thanke the goddes immoztall, that haue ſuffred me to 
Iyue ſo clerely, and ſoo longe a tyme. This dape J ſhall 
haue an ende of al! vnhappy deſtenes of enupous foztune, 
and not they of me. Ok trouthe pk the goddis haue com⸗ 


maunded my fleſ;He to be hydden in the ſepulchze, and to 
be as moꝛtalle:pet yf they be iuſte and doo well, they wyll 
make my ren oume to be immoꝛtall, bycauſe haue lyued 
well. Than ſyth I change this wery lyfe and company of 
menne, koꝛ the ſwetenes ofthe goddis, and the doubtes of 


fo:tune fo this ſyre lyfe; and greate and continuall feare 
fo: perpetuall peace, and this ylle and naughty cozrupte 


| Iyfe foz good renoume and glozye , Ithpnke veryly this 


ſhulde be none pll change 

¶ It is nowe thze ſcoze and two yeres ſythe the erthe hath 
ſuſtepned and kedde the erthe of my bodye : Jt is nowe 
tyme that the erthe knowledge me foz her lonne, and J 


| wpll alſo take her foꝛ mp mother. Merelp it is a pitiful mo⸗ 


ther, that wyll nowe take me into her entrayles foz euer, 


| ſythe that J haue ſoo longe ſpace troden her vnder my 


feete, And yet thoughe that J were as Jam, foz to be as 
ſhe is, Jam in certayne that ſhe wolde kepe me ſurer a⸗ 


monge her wozmes,than Rome amonge the Senatours. 


p. ii. And 


And all though it be peynfull-topou,yf it pleaſe the god⸗ 
des to haue it thus. no man can excuſe noꝛ ſcape it. ſhuld 
be ryght well eaſed, ik this webbe were broken, and my poſ 
ſeſſnon taken in the Sepulcre. Than ſhulde. J haue the 
fyzſt thynge pzoper of myne owne. and petpttual without 
any feare of leſynge therof. Ali thynges moztall, that moz 
talle folkes haue and the cnuye of them that be enuyous 
maye be bꝛoken, except the deth and the ſepulcre, the whiz 
che are p2itilegedfrom enraged hougre of enuye.F ſe you 
well, ſhedynge teres from pour eyes, and reaſe heuy ſighes 
from the depencs of pour hartes. Wylle pe not that J 
ſhulde deſyꝛe deathe, ſith the phiſitions gyue me but the 
haures of lyfe: andithere are coutepned in me. iu. M. pe⸗ 
res of peynes, the length wherof is a cyꝛoniſme of deathe. 
And all though our debylptie be weke, pet foz all that our 
honour is fo ſenſible, that at the houre of deathe, the moze 
that the bones diſchargeth them of the fleſſhe, the moe is 
the hart charged with thoughtes. In maner that whan | 
the ſinewes vntie them from the bones of the bodye, than 
newely they tye agayne a ſooze knotte to the harte. Nowe | 
let vs leaue ſpeakynge ot that that touchethe particulariy 
mp ſelfe, and ſpeake we in generall of it that ts conuenp⸗ 
ente to a ponge Pꝛynce, and to pou that are his tutours F 
and mapſtres: 1 15 — 4 
¶ ve ſe here my ſonne Comodus onely pꝛince and heyze a | 
bydynge fog the heritage of thempyꝛe: neyther £02. bepnge | 
good, that he meriteth pꝛayſe, noꝛ foʒ bepng yll rep:cfe.Foz | 
he hath taken his naturallttie of the goddes, and his noꝛ⸗ 
ture amonge pou. Dyuers tymes whan he was a chylde, 
pe toke hym in your armes: to thentent that nowe he is a 
mau, ve ſhulde ſeite hym in your hartes. Hytherto he hath 
taken pou foz his mapſters: and nowe at this tyme, he 
muſte repute you as his fathers;And whyles J Gy 1 
eld! 
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helde hym koꝛ your pꝛince in nouryſhynge hym, koꝛ pour 
emperour in ſeruynge hym, and as pour parent in helpyng 
hym, and as pour ſonne in teachynge hymn, Hytherto ye 
onely helde hym charge, as kathet, mother, and mayſters: 
he is nowe as a newe ſhyppe put this daye into the ryghte 
ſee,fletyng to the botomles ſwolowe, where as the ſaples 
of pꝛoſperitie wyll make hym falle, and the rockes of vn⸗ 
happynes, wyll dzowne hym. Than amonge fo many vn⸗ 
poztunate wyndes and vnſtable waters, there is greatte 
neceſſitte of good 002es, Surely J am very lozy foꝛ them⸗ 
pyze,and haue great compaſſpon of this yonge pzince,and 
ſuche as wolde his welthe, ſhall moze bewaylle his lyfe 
than my dethe. Foꝛ ſcapynge fro the ſee J le my lelfe at a 
good ſure pozte, and vppon mayne lande, and leaue hym 
the ſweatte and trauaple. Fo: as yet he knoweth not howe 
to aduenture to ſayle on the ſee:noz yet knoweth not whe- 
ther he ſhal abyde the age of mylonge expertence,noz whe: 
ther he ſhall be a reaſonable emperour oz noo. But what 
(hall ſozowfull Rome do, whan it hath noutyſhed a good 
pꝛynce, and that fatall deſtenyes maketh an ende of hymz 
o2 that by enuye of thein that be yli he is ſlayne: oz the cru⸗ 
eltie ot the goddes taketh hym awaye: oz that the body bp 

his owne pꝛopꝛe handes be lyfte vp in ſuche wyſe, that in 
thexperiment of pꝛinces, al the lyfe tyme parteth in beway 
Iyngeof the youth of ponge pzinces. and the grauitie of 
theyꝛ aunciente pꝛynces paſled. O pk theſe punces beleued 
at the begynnynge of theyz empyze,other kynges that are 
fayled in the woꝛld. howe they be taught whan it is ſo im⸗ 
potable foꝛ one man without charge to rule loo many re⸗ 
almes and he doynge nothynge but take theyz goodes, 

robbe hym of his renoume, banpſhe theyz perſons fro him, 

and he to ende his lyfe, and his ſubiectes augmente thcy2 
ſozowes: and lith he is but one, he can doo no moze than 

p. iu. one, 
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one though dyuers hope that he doth fo2 all. Regatde in 
what myſaduenture a pzynce lpueth, whan the leaſt villain 
in Italy thynketh, that all only foz hym and on hym alone 
the pꝛynce ſetteth his eies. Ind ſyth the wozlde is fo chan⸗ 
geable,and the people ſo vnruly,the dape that a pꝛynce is 
crowned and exalted with a ſcepter ryalle, the ſame daye 
he ſubmitteth his goodes to the couetouſe, ⁊ all his eſtate 
to the ſemblaunce of other. Thus than in this the goddes 
ſhewe they; power. Foz all the vnderſtandinges are tacked 
to one free wyll. The ſemynge of all they condempne, and 
alowe but oue. They gpue the domination to one, and the 
ſubiection to many, To one thep gyue the chaſtyſemente 
of all, and not al tothe chaſtyſement of one. Foz the taſt of 
manp, they gyue meate but to one: the ſauour wherokt is 
ſwete to ſoine,and ſowze to other: to ſome remayneth the 
bone, and to ſome the fleſh, at the leaſte ſome be dzowned x 
other be hynd2ed,# at the ende all haue an ende. J woldede 
mand of you that be moſt familiar, what is the crowne of 
themppy2e,o: the ſceptre of golde,o2 the coler of perieg.oz p- 
ciouſe ſtones, oꝛ rubes of Alexãder, oz veſſell of Cozinth,oz 
chariottes ot᷑ triũph, oʒ what offices of Conſules oz dicta⸗ 
tours are deſired in chande of theyz reſtcefoz it is certapne, 
they can not attayn to the one, without leſpng of the other. 
And this is the cauſe Þ there be pll mariners, cto hardy pi⸗ 
lottes,foz they flee fro the ſee to the lande, x fro the land to 
the ſee, One thing J wyl lay, p ts ageinſt my ſelf:euery mi 
hateth warre a no man ſeketh fo2 peace. Al ſozowe faz one 
that is angred, and none is cõtent to appeace, all wolde cõ⸗ 
mande, but none wyll be cõmaunded. This hath ben in the 
woꝛld paſſed, # nowe at this pzeſent tyme men be ſo light, f 
they rather choſe to comand with peryl, than to obey with 
reſte. Seyng that my dayes ate diminilhed, a my ſyckenes 
augmented, ſuſpecting than that J ſe nowe, whan J _ 
ne 
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(oz the herbes aud poynſons can be gyuen but on one dap: 
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ned fro the water of Sycill, J determpned to make my te. 


ſtament, the whiche ye map ſee here: Open and beholde it FP 
and therbp ye ſhall ſe,howe J leaue pou to be maàyſters of 
my ſon, pet in loue and fidelitie ye be to gyther all as one. 
Great peryll the pzpnce is in, and the common welth in an 
vll aduenture, where as be many intentions amonge the 


gouernours. Certapnly the pzinces are gloꝛpous, and the 


people well foztunate, and the ſenate happ, whan all a⸗ 
gree in one counſell, and that the counſaylers be aunctent, 
and map of them, and all thepz intétions agree bpon one 
thynge. Whan this was in Rome, it was feared and dꝛed 
of tyꝛantes, haupnge theyz conſultations appꝛoued with 


li. C. barons. And though theyz reaſons were diners, pet 
* thep2 wplles and intentis were al one fo2 the comon welth, 


I deſpꝛe and coniure pou by the goddig, that pe be all fren⸗ 


des in conuerſation, and confozmable in counkell. All the 
weake debilities in a pzince may be ſuffred, except vll coun⸗ 
lell: and all defautes of counſellours are tollerable,cxcept 
enup and pꝛe. W han the freting woꝛme called a mothe, en⸗ 
treth among them, it cauſeth peril in Juſtice, diſhonour to 
the pꝛynce, ſclaunder in the comons, and parcialitie in the 
ſuperiours. The conſaplour that hath his mynde ouer⸗ 
come with ze, and his harte occupied with enuy, and his 
bozdes outragious to a good man it is reaſon that he loſe 
the fauour okt the goddes, his pꝛuitie with the pꝛynte, and 
the credence of the people. Foꝛ he pꝛeſumeth to offende the 
{ goddis with pil intention, to ſerne the pꝛynte with yll coũ⸗ 

ell, and to offende the common welth with his ambition. 


O howe ignoꝛant are theſe pꝛyncis, that take hede of ſuche 


| herbes # venims that myghte poyſon theym in they: mea⸗ 


tes, and care not foz the poyſon that they of theyz pꝛiuve 
conſaple do gyue theme Doubtles there is no comparilo, 


but 
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but the venym of yll counſeyle is gyuen euery howꝛe. Ue⸗ 
nym is defended by the hozne of an vnicozne, by trpacle, 
and otherwyſe by vomites: but the poyſon of yll counſell 
hath no remedy ,and leſſe defenſiyes, Ind fpnally J ſape, 
that the venym gpuen by an enmy can but flee one empe⸗ 
tour in Rome, but the poyſon gpuen by hym that is moſte 
pꝛiupe to euyll couuſell, leeth the emperour, and diſtrop⸗ 
eth the tommon welthe. And where as euerp vertuous 
pꝛince ſetteth moze by perpetuall renoume than this fally- 
bly lyfe, ye beynge gouernours of thempyꝛe, and mapſters 
to my ſonne, they that owe hym pll wyll haue not ſo moche 
power ouer his lyfe,as pe haue vpon his renoume. Ther⸗ 
foze pt he be awaked by his enmies ſtraungers, moche ra- | 
ther he ought to be awaked amonge his domeſticall fren⸗ 
des. One thynge J commaunde as to mp ſeruantes, and | 
J deſpꝛe you as my frendes, that ye ſhewe not your ſelfe 
ſoo pztute openly,as pe be in ſecrete:to thentente that ſome F 
ſeme not as naturall ſonnes, and other as hired ſeruatites | 
He that is vertuous ought to haue great regarde to the 
pꝛofpte of his lozde ſecretely, and to be meke of conuerſa- 
tion with euerp man openly, els his pꝛiuetie wyl not longe 
endure, and the hate of the pꝛynce wyth the people wyll in: 

creace, Oktentymes J haue redde of our pzedeceſſours, 

and N haue ſene it in the pꝛeſent Romaynes, whan many 

holde with one, that one holdeth but lytell with dpuers, 

and leſſe with mauy.the which kepeth theyz wylles as far F 

of, as the perſons be nygh. And ſyth the pines of the tyme, | 

and vnſtablenes of foztuneneuerleaueth any chynge in 

one caſe,but all is as in maner of a dz2ame:the moſte ſute 

purchaſe is to flee fro peryll, foʒ then whi the pꝛinces haue 

paſſed their pleaſures entermedled in trauaples, they ſer: 
_ chefoz manp, and fynde not one,Therof cometh, that one 
pꝛeſent, koʒ feare wyll withdzawe hym, and an — ok! 
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Mi 
favourandabſence, wy not coinec Jul] eweyolicog 
thynge, thewhiche you ſhallalwap put in mpiſonnes' ns- 
mozye; They that in our trauayles haue determined of a 
long ſeaſon to applye them, we ought to wynne theyꝛ good 
ylles. The wyly labourer in one here laboureth to gette 
cozners together and in an other pete hr lo weth and gade⸗ 
ceth. Be not to pꝛeſumptuous, koʒ the pʒeſumption of an 
aunctent p2rmce; fozpoth the auctozitie of the ponge pꝛince: 
yet:fozall this diſpayze noz rebuke him not to moche: Foz 
the lacke of maners in the ſtate of a lozde engendzeth dn⸗ 
ſhamekaſtnes in hym, and boldnes to che ſeruante. J haue 
lefte in my teſtament the pꝛince Comodus foz youre ſonne, 
and pou fo: his fathers. But J wyll and commande, that 
euery man knowlege hym to be theyz lozde, and to be at his 
commaundement. And ye my other ſeruantes and {abies 
ctes to be in his obedience, and in all his hyghe buſpneſſes 
to be wel guyded as his frendes and louers. Juſtice ought 
to be ſene to; i wyſe oꝛatours, accoꝛdynge to the opinion 
ol vou that be his gouernaurs· And al way the determins⸗ 
tion to he doone by the pꝛynce, whiche is loꝛde of all. One 
counſell I wyll gyue you (and if you fynde it yll, blame nie 
afoze the goddes) wherby the empire of mp-ſonne ſhall be 
ſtable and permanent in Rome, and pour pꝛiuetie ſure ia 
his houſe, if your counfelles be moued by. reaſon, and his 
wyll ruled by pour councels : deſyꝛe ſoʒe that pe be not 
couetous: and therkoʒe J haue gpuen pou dyuers gyktes 
and thankes in my lyke, to take couetouſnes frome you a⸗ 
foze my dethe. It were a monſtrous thyng und very dzed⸗ 


full, that ſuche as oughte to refrayne couetyſe fro ſtraun⸗ 
gers, to haue thep2 owne handes open foz theyꝛ owne pꝛo⸗ 


pꝛe lueres The vertuous pʒiue men, oughte not to doo al 
the pit that they map, noz to deſyꝛe all that they may atteyn 


| vnto, to the intente that the pztace gpue theym lo moche 


2 goodes 


. er e ** 


„ 


OTA RT 4 4574 ERS eee 


2 W 2 1 
r e e ee me 
— — — — 
N 1 — 


MAR CVS 

goodis foz the pzafyt of their ho wies, as peyne and enup 
of the people to their perlones. And as in meane ſhyppes 
men (cape beſt in a meane ſe, fooner than in greate carrac⸗ 
kes in the wawes ofthe roꝛynge and impitious ſees: in 
tykewyſe ſuche as be in meane eſtate amonge them that be 
but meanly-enuious, lyue moze ſurely, than ſuch as are ſet 
in high eſtate and pꝛiuite beinge ryche, to be paſſioned a⸗ 
monge ennemies, that diſdapnfully wold put them vnder. 
It is a notable rule amonge wyſe men, and an inkallible 
experience amonge them that be good, and J thynke that 
by herynge therok the pll ſhall knowlege it: The glozte of 
one amonge great men maketh fſtryfe; fuſpection in thein 
that be egall, and enuy amonge them that be meane. One 
thinge, that they that gouerne well, ought to haue, is ly⸗ 
beralitte. The leſſe pe be couetous, the moze pe ſhalbe libe: 
rall. Foz with the rage of couetouſnes, the ryght of tuſtice 
is myniſhed. It is longe tyme ſyth J determpned:to gpue 
you the gouernynge of thempite, and the nouriſhinge of 
mp fonne. And to haue pꝛouided to haue giuen pou large: 
ly of my goodes, to put the couetynge ot other mens goo⸗ 
des from pou. Þ warrant you one thynge : if couetouſnes 


n 


de amonge pou, and be enuyed of your-neypghboars; poy | 


hall tpue in peyne, and your hattes ſhall be peyned with | 


other mens bulpneſles, and pour myndes ſhall. be euer in 
ſuſpecte. Than ſhall ye folowe the Juſtice of other; where 


as pe ſhal ſe your owne pꝛopꝛe welth. One coũſeł finally 


wyl gyue you, whiche J haue taken al way my ſelfe, Neuer 
commptte pour honours to the myſhappes ot foztune ; no: 
neuer offer pour ſelte to peryll with hope of remedpe. Foz 
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ſuſpecious foztune kepeth alwayes her gates wyde open 


fo2 perylt and her walles benhighe,andher wickettes-ng: 
rowe to fpndeany remedy. Ind bycauſe J fele my ſelfeſb;e 
trauayled, I pꝛape you ſuffer me to reſte a Ipttell,. 
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C Howe themperour at the houre of his death, ſent fo: his 
ſonne,and declared ta him, who ſhulde go- 
| uerne the Empire. cap. xluii. | 


bus a great parte of the nyght paſſed,and the 
I I day began to bzeake,and the lyfe of this good 
FA 1 emperout began faſt to drawe to an endes pet 
D > F foꝛ al that he left not the remembzance of ſuch 
2 thynges as ſhulde be oꝛdered after his deathe; 
There were that tyme in the warre with him dyuers right 
excellẽt men ſenatours of Rome:and in al thinges he ſhe⸗ 
wed him ſelfe right wiſe, x ſpectally he wold neuer haue a⸗ 
ny vicious perſon in his houſe. He hadde euer in his com⸗ 
pany.[.gentilmen knyghtes, and in eche of them he might 
haue put truſt to gouerne Rome, Oftentymes this good 
emperour wold lap, that pzincis. lyued moze ſurelye with 
the gadzyag to them men of good lyuyng & conuerſation, 
tha with treſure of money ſtuffed in their cheſtes. Unhap- 
py is Þ pꝛince, that eſtemeth hym ſelfe happye to haue his 
coffers ful of treaſure, and his counſell full of men of pl ly⸗ 
uyng. Theſe malicious and pil men make pzinces pooze 
and a perfyte inan ſuffyſeth to make a holle realme ryche, 
Durely this emperour ſayde well. Foz we do ſe daily, that 
what the father hath gotten in fyftp peres, the ſonne loleth 
in halfe a pere. Than chuſpnge amonge many a fewe,and 
of fewe to take the beſt, this einperour appoynted out. vi. 
notable barons: The of the to be maiſters of his ſon, a.iii. 
to be gonernours of thempite. One was called Partinar, 
whiche after was emperour, an other was called Pompez- 
lano, huſband to his doughter, as ſure in coũſel as he was 
aged in peres: The. iii. Gneo Patrocle of the ancient ſtock 
ok the Pompeies whiche was no leſſe cleane in his liuing 
than his heare were white: The. uli. was called 3 
3. li. iche 
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which in gdodlynes of his geſture, highnes of bodpe, bers 

tue of courage; and wyledeme in conſcience, none was 

egall to hym in Rome: The. v. was named Bononius, 

which at that tyme was conſule, and in the auncient lawes 

very expert: The laſt was called Juan Uarius, the good 

and he was called the good, bycauſe that in. lx. pere neuer 
man lawe hym do any pll wozkes, noz harde hym ſpeake 
any dell wozde, noꝛ do any thynge but it was pꝛokytable 
to the common welthe. Though in caſe they were all egall 
in gouernynge: pet J ſape theſe laſte thze were pꝛincipall. 
Foz Juan. Uarius perttculatly was left to be chefe capi⸗ 
tayne ol the armpe, and to hym was delyuered all the trea⸗ 
lure hand the teſtament was put into his handes: and with 
foze weping the Emperour recommended to hym the pzince 
his ſonne. Than whan the peyne of his licknes encreaced, 
and that he loked foz the houre of his deth. he commanded 
to awake his ſonne Comodys, which withoute any tare 
was faſte a flepe, and whan he was bꝛoughte into the pze⸗ 
fence ot his father; it was great pitie to ſe the eyen of the 
olde Cinperour ſooze: diſcoloured with weppnge, and the 
cies of the lonne alindoſte cloſed with flepynge: the fonne 
was wakynge with ſmalt thoughte, and the father coulde 
not llepe foꝛ great thoughte and peyne. And whan he was 
in his pꝛelente, ſeyng the lyttell care that the ſonne toke fox 
the deth of his father, and conlyderynge the great deſyꝛe of 
the father fox the good lyfe of his ſonne, it moued to pitie 
the hartes ok all the great lozdes that were there, noo leſſe 
to leaue the companp of the good old man, than the annoy- 

ance of the dealynge ol the yonge pꝛince. Than the Empe⸗ 
rour fayde to his ſonne thefe woꝛdes. | | 


¶ Tohat the Emperour ſayde to his ſonne at 


the houre of his deathe, Ca. xlv. 1 
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Into thy matſters and iny gouernours J'hane 

Z7/A\(hewed howe they ſhall counſell the: and nowe 
Amp ſonne at this houre Jaye to the, howe they 
thoughe they be but a-fewe) all foz the alone 
ſhal[gouerne: and it is not to be takene in (mall eſtima⸗ 
tion. The mooſte eaſpeſt thynge in the wozlde is to gpue 
counſell to an other: and the mooſte hardeſt and hyeſte 
thinge is a man to take it-fozhymrſelfe , There is none ſog 
ſfimple a man but he may giue good councell, though there 
be no nede. Ind there is none lo wyle that wyl refuſe coun⸗ 
cell in tyme ok neceſſitie. Ile one thyng that all take toun⸗ 
tell foz all, and at the laſte take it fo2 hym ſelfe. Some J 
thynke accoꝛdynge to my hety katall deſtenyes, and thyne 
pll cuſtomes, that one thinge ſhall not pꝛokite the, that is 
if thetyttell goodnes that thou haſte done was foz feare of 
me in my lyke, that thou wylte doo leſſe whan thou haſte 
fozgotten my dethe. J do moze nowe foz to ſatisfie mp de⸗ 


ſire and the common welth; than fo2 the hope that J haue 


of the amendement of thy lyke. There is not a wozle com⸗ 


playnte, than that a man holdeth of him ſelfe, If thou mp 


fonne be yll, Rome wyl complayne to the goddis, that they 
haue giuen the lo vll inclinations: They wyll complayne 
of Fauſtine thy mother, that hath bzought the vp fo wan⸗ 


tonlye: and they wyll complayne on thy ſelfe, that thou 


doſte not refrapne the from vices : and they ſhall not com⸗ 


| plapne of thyne olde father, that hath gyuen the ſo many 


good counſelſes J am in certapne, thou haſt not ſo great 


i dolour to ſee the ende of this nyghte, and the ende of my 


byte, as thou haſt pleaſure to ſee the day that thou ſhalte be 
# Cimperour, and J haue no meruaple, foz where as ſenſu⸗ 


alitie reigneth, reaſon is put aſyde. Dyuers thinges are 
deleued bycaule they are not knowen certainly. O how ma- 
up thynges of trouthe ben there, that ik they were knowen 


Z. iii. truly 
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truly they ſhulde be lefte. But we ben ſo doubtful in eue- 
ty thing, and go about our buſineſſts ſo variably and in⸗ 
conſtantlp, that ſometywe our ſpirites bzeake the purpoſe, 
and an other tyme they rydde vs not ok trouble noz hyn⸗ 
dance. I ſape we be ſo ſwykte to do yll, that ſome tyme we 
leſe by a carde of the moſte, and to do wel we be ſo dul, that 
we leſe by a carde of the leaſte: and at the laſte we doo no⸗ 
thing but leſe. Sonne J wyl aduertiſe the by wozdes, that 
IJ haue knowen in.lxii.peres by long experyence: and ſith 
thou arte my ſonne and ponge, it is reaſon that thou be⸗ 
leue hym that is thy olde father. As we pzinces are regard 
of all men, and regarde all men, and are regarded of al o⸗ 
ther, this dap thou doſte enherite themppꝛe of the wozlde 
and the court of Rome. J knowe well there be pnowe in 
the court of pꝛyncis, that knowe nothyng what is to make 
them ſelke of wozthynes, and to maintayn them (elf amog 
ſo manp trũperies as are treated in the houſes of pzyncis, | 
Flette the to wytte, that in the courte is auncient parciali⸗- 
tes, pꝛeſente diſcentions, fearefull vnderſtandynges, eut- |: 
dente witneſſes, entraples of (erpentes, tongues of (coz- | 
pions, many detractours, and fewe that ſeke peace; and 
where as al men ſhulde harken to the comon voyce, euery | 
man ſercheth his owne pzofptte .Euery manne ſheweth a | 
good pzetence,and all are occupied in yll wozkes : In ſu⸗ 
che wyle that ſome by auarice leſe thepz good fame, and 
ſome pꝛodigally ſpende and waſte all theyz goodes. What 
ſhoulde J ſape moze: In the courte every day the lozdes 
chaunge and alter the lawes, awake ftryfes, and reyſe 
nopſes, abate nobleneſſe, exalte the vuwozthy ,banyſhe in- | 
nocctes, and honour theues, loue flatterers, and diſpzaiſe 
theym the whiche be vertuous, they embzace delites, and 
treade vertue vnder they? feete: they wepe foz them that be 
ylle,and laughe to ſcoꝛne them to be good, and _ 
| they F 
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they take all lyghneſſe foz theyꝛ mother, and vertue foz 
they; ſtepmother, And my ſonne J fay moze vnto the, The 
courte, the which thou ſhalte enherite this day. is nothinge 
but a ſhoppe with waares, and a houſe of vacaboundes, 
wherin komme elle vyle and cozrupte thynges, and other 
bye lyes, ſome haue credence, and ſomme hauc renoume, 
ſomme haue goodes, and ſome haue lpuinge, and all to⸗ 
gether is but loſſe of tyme: and that wozfte of all is, they 
wyll not beleue the poyfon therok, tyll it be at theyꝛ hartes, 
they are lo folyfhe and ſturdye. Rome hath bery hye wal- 
tes and the vertues is very lowe: Rome vaunteth it ſelfe 
to be very ſtronge in nombꝛe of inhabytauntcs,and after- 
warde Rome (hall wepethat there is moze people than ver 
tue, ond byces are not occomted, In a monethe a manne 
might becken all the ſtones of the pꝛonde edefyces, but in 


a.M.yeres he myght not compꝛyſe the mulyſſes of his ll 
tuſtomes. I ſwere to the by the immoztal goodes, that in 
* | thzeveres J repaired all that was decayed in Rome, and 

min thirty pere J conde not refourme one quarter therof to 
good lyuynge. Good fonne beleue me, the greate cities full 

bk good inhabitauntes oughte to be pzapled, and not the 
d great edifices. Our pꝛedeceſſours haue triũphed on ſtran⸗ 
gers as wekeand keeble: and nowe they maye triumphe 
@ dn vs allo as menne that bemoze vanquyſſhed with vy* 
u- | ces than any of the other. By the myghtynes and pzoweſ- 


nd |} ſegof our pzedecefſours, we that be nowe, are greattely 


— j honoured and exalted: and by the ſmalle eſtimation of vs 
© 1} that be now, they that come after vs (hall be greatly aſha» 


2 med. Ot a very trouthe it is a great ſhame to ſay and no 
1 leſſe inkamp to doo, that the goodneffe and trauayle of the 
— auncientes ſhuld now be tourned and conuerted to folpes 
* and pꝛeſumption. My ſonne loke wel on thy felfe, that the 
all | Tepne of thy youthe, and lybertie of the empire cauſe the 


not 
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not to commptte vyce. He is not called onelp free, that is 
free bozne, but he that dieth within the ſame. O howe wel] 
are the llaues bozne, that after theyꝛ deth are free by theyze 
goodues rand how many haue dyed ſclaues by their nough 
tpnes, that were bozne free : There is fredome where no⸗ 
blenes abydeth. The pꝛowes of thy perſon ſhall gyue the 
moze hardines and libertie than thauctozitie of thempire, 
It is a generall rule, that euery vertuous man of neceſſi- 
tie is to be holden hardy: and euery vicious man of necel⸗ 
ſitie is to be Na a cowarde. Nowe boldelpe they be 
chaſtiſed that be noted with any vyte, and coldely they be 
chaſtiſeth that deſerue chaſtiſement, Let the pzince be in a 
certapn, that the loue of his people, and the libertie of his 
offpce, hath not wherwith to vpholde hym in armes ſpaed 
abzede on the erth; without the dyuers vertues aſſembled 
in his perſon, | F 

¶ Certainlye Octauius Ceſar ſubdewed mo nations by 
the renoume of his vertues, than dydde Gaius his vncle 
with his armpye of many men. All the wozlde toye of a ver⸗ 


tyous pꝛince: and it ſemeth that al the woald ryſeth ggeinſt 
a vicious pꝛince. Uertue is a ſtronge caſtel, and can neuer 


be wonue: it is a riuer where nedeth norowyng, a ſee that 
moueth not, a fire that quencheth not, a treaſure that ne- | 
uer hath ende, an army neuer ouercome, a burden that ne⸗ 
uer werieth, a ſpie that euer retourneth, a ſigne that ne- | 
uer decepucth, a playu wape that neuer fayleth, a ſpꝛope 
that healeth foꝛthwith: and a renowme that neuer perykl⸗ 
ſheth. O mp ſonne if thou knewelt what thynge it is to be 
good, and what a man thou fhuldeſt be ik thou were ver⸗ 
tuous, thou ſhuldeſt doo ſerupce to the goddes, good re⸗ 
noume to thy lelfe, pleaſure to thy frendes: and engender |} 
loue of ſtraungers, and finally all the wozlde ſhulde feare 
and loue the. | | 
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J remember that in the boke of yeres of the battayle of 
Tarentpne,J founde,that the renoumed Py2zrhus, kyng 
of the Epyrothiens, bare in a rynge grauen theſe wozdes: 
To a vertuous man is but a ſmalle rewarde, to be lo2de 
of all the earth:and it is but a ſmall chaſtyſement to take 
a vicioule mans Iyfe from hym. | 

¶ Truely it was a wozthy ſentence of ſuch a pzynce. what 
thynge is it, be it neuer difficile, begonne by a vertuous 
man, but there is hope to haue a good ende therok. Soth ⸗ 
ly Jhaue ſene in dyuers parties of myn emppꝛe, dpuers 
men very darke of good fame, very lowe in goodes, and 
vnknowen of they; kynne and bloud : vndertake ſo great 
thynges, that to my ſempng,it was a feareful audacitie to 
begynne. And yet by the wynges of vertue all onelp they 
haue had good renoume at the laſt. By the iminoztal god: 
dis, and as the good Jupiter bzynge me in his mancion, # 
ſtablyſhe the, in all that is myne. There were ones, a gar⸗ 


* dynerand a potter, dwellynge in Rome, whiche onelp by 


their vertues, cauſed to put tenne vycious ſenatours out 
of the ſenate, and the fyzſte occaſyon was, foz makynge a 
hedge of thozne,and a potte, fo: the wozkemanſhyp and 
labour wherof,the Senatours wolde not pape them. J 
tell it the mp ſonne, bpcauſe that vyce maketh a bolde per⸗ 
ſonne thoughtekulle, and vertue cauleth hym, that is in 
thought, to take ſtrength and boldnes. J was well ware 
ok two thinges in my lyke, not to pleade agaynſt the clere⸗ 
nes of tuſtice,noz to take part ageynſt a vertuous perſon: 
Foz with vertue god ſuſteyneth vs, and with iuſtyce the 
people are well gouerned and ruled, 


¶ Df other moze partycular counſaylles, 
gyuen by the emperoure to his 
Aa Nowe 
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Obe to come to thinges moze particular, 
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Seinge ſonne, that thou arte ponge, and 
zi that nature can not deny the: Ind as in al 
dyfficile thynges, ripe coũſell is necefſarie, 
no leſſe to cõfoꝛt the ſtate of our lyuing, we 
— deeſire ſome recreatiõs. Foz thy pouth, J 
leue the w great lozdes chyldzen, w whom 
thou mapſt paſſe Þ tyme: And to teache the, leue olde Ro⸗ 
maynes, g haue nouryſhed the, a ſerued me, ot whom thou 
ſhalt take counſel. The inuentiũõ of interludes, ok theatres, 
to fyſhe in põdes, to hunt wilde beaſtes, to courſe in 8 ftel- 
des, to hauke foꝛ byꝛdes a to exerciſe dedes of armes, are Þ 
thynges Þ thy youth deſpꝛeth. And pouthwith youth ought 
to kepe copanye, in doynge the ſame. But behold my ſon, p 
in ozderyng of armies, to apply the warres,to purſue vic- 
tozies, to accepte truce, to cofp2me peace, to reple tributes, 
to make lawes, to pꝛomote ſome , diſmiſſe other, to cha⸗ 
ſtyce the yll, a recompence the good: in all theſe thynges, þ 
be fo chargeable, they that be of clere ininde,redp bzoken + 
trauayled of their bodies, whyt heared, ought to be take 
to coũſel p. And ſith thou art yoge #luſty of bodp, retoyce 
t ſpoꝛt with them that be yong:# whau thou art emperoz, | 
then touching thy lecrete affaires, take coũſel of them Þ be 
old. Beware iy ſon of all extremities,Foz as vll may the 
p2ince be, vnder the colour of grauitie, to be rulyd by the 
ancient perſones, as vnder the colour of paſtyme; to kepe 
copany with ponge folkes. It is no generall rule, that all 
yonge perſons ſhall alwayes be ponge and lyght, noz that 
all olde perſones (hulde be alwayes wyſe. J am Cure of one 
thynge, that ik the ponge man be bozne with kolp, the olde 
man lyueth and dieth with couetpſe. Therfoze my ſonne 
beware, be not extreme in extremities. Foz the ponge peo⸗ 
ple wyll cozrupte the with their lyghtnes. and olde _— 
pll 
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wyl depzine thy minde with they: couetouſnes. what th ing 
can he moze monſtrous, than a pꝛynte that commaundeth 
euerp man, to be commaunded of one⸗Sothelp the gouer⸗ 


nynge of dyuers, can not be gouerned well by the opinion 


of one alone. Than the pꝛince, that gouerneth many ought 
to haue the intention and opinion ok dyuers. 

¶ In the annales ofthe Pompeyens , Þ founde a Iyttell 
boke of rememb2ance, the which: greate Pomnpete bare al⸗ 
waye with hym: wherin were dyuers good counſelles and 
aduertiſementes the whiche were gyuen in dyyers parties 
of the wozlde : Amonge the whiche , J founde theſe woz- 
des: e that gouerneth the common welthe , and putteth 
the gouernaunce to them that be olde, ſhewed hym ſelke vn 
able: and he that truſteth in pouthe, is lyghte : and he that 
gouerneth by hym Cſelfe alone, is hardy and bolde: and he 
that gouerneth by hym ſelfe and other, is wyſe. Theſe were 
notable wozdes, : 

¶ Than my ſonne,determin the to take counſell, and ſpe⸗ 

ctally in hygh thynges and maters of difficultie, and other 

wyſe let them not be determined. Foz whan the counſaple 

is taken of dyuers, than pf any faute be, it halbe deuided 

amonge thein all. Though the determination myghte be 

done by a fewe.yet take counſell of many. Amonge all thy 

welthes, here the common counſell. Foz one wyll ſhewe the 

all the inconuenience, an other the peryll, an other the do⸗ 

mage, an other the pꝛokytte, an other the remedye, And 

ſette as well thyne eyes vpon the inconuentences, that they 

laye, as vpon the remedye, that they offre. Whan thou be⸗ 

gynneſt any harde mattier, eſteme as well the ſmall doma⸗ 

ges that map befall afoze, and ſt oppe them, as to remedye 

the great myltoztunes, that come after. Of trouth þ ſtrong 

and myghty ſhyppe ofte tymes fo2 a (mall takynge hede 


of the pylotte, is ſounken and dzowned in a lpttell water: 
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and an other ſhyppe, not ſo ſtronge, with wile diligence, is 
ſaued in the guife of the (ee. Be not annoyed to take coũcel 
in (mall matters euery houte. Foz many thynges fozth- 
with requpꝛe to be loked to, and in abydynge fo2 councel, it 
endomageth. And that that thou canſte diſpatche by thyne 
owne auctoziite, without domage of the common welthe, 
put it not to any other perſon. Foz ſith thy ſeruyce al onely 
dependeth of thyne, the rewarde dependeth of the alone, 

¶ In the pere. vi.C, xxx. of the foundacyon of Rome, af- 
ter the cruel warres done agaynſte the kynge of Mumedie, 
the day that Marius trtumphed, without puttynge of any 
of the riches, that he bzought,intothe common treaſurye, 
he deutded it to his men of warre. And whan he was ther- 
foze accuſed, and aſked, why he toke not fyꝛſte the opinion 
of the ſenate: He anſwered and ſayde: Sythe they toke 
not the opinion of other, to do me ſeruice, it were not reaſon 
that J ſholde take councell of other, to rewarde and recõ⸗ 
pence them. 

¶ Son, yet I wyll aduertiſe the of other thynges. Perad⸗ 
uent ure lome wyll gyue the counſell, er thou demaunde it: 
In that caſe kepe this general rule:neuer abpde the ſecond 
counſell of a man, yf he haue gyuen the counſell befoze in 
the pꝛeiudice of an other, Foz he offreth his woꝛdes in thy 


ſerupce, to bzynge the beſynes to his owne pzofyte, © my 


ſonne, there are many thynges to knowe a man. Tv. pere 
J haue ben a ſenatour, conſule, cenſure, capptapne, and tri- |: 
bune:and x viii. peres J haue ben emperour of Rome, and 
dpuers haue ſpoken to me, in pꝛeiudice of other, and many |} 
mo,fo2 thep2 owne pꝛofpte, and none haue fpoken clerely to 
me, foꝛ the p2ofite of other, no fo2 my ſeruyte.Greate com- 
— — ought to be taken of pꝛynces: foʒ euery man folo: | 
eth them fo2 theyz owne pꝛofpte, # none fozloue and ſer⸗ 
uyte. One counſell J toke foz mp ſelfe, all the 82 ; 
haue 
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IJ haue gouerned Rome: I neuer kepte man in my houſe, 

after that J knewe hym hatekull agapnſte the common 

¶ In the pete ot the foundation of Rome, vi.C.lir.of the 

Olympiade. C. Ixviu. Lucullus Patricien, greate frende 

to Sylla, goynge to the warre of Metridates, It chaun⸗ 

ced that in Tygoano, a cytie of Caldies, he found a plate 
of coper 02 bzaſſe vpon the kynges gates, wherin were cer 
tayne lytters, whiche they ſayde were grauen there by the 
commaũdement of Alexander the great. The letters were 
in Caldee conteynyng theſe ſentences, That pꝛince is not 
wyſe, that wyll holde his lyfe in peryll, and wyll not aſſure 
his lyfe and ſtate with the loue of all men: That pꝛynce is 
not vertuous, that is giuinge moche to one perſon, wyl⸗ 
leth all other haue but lyttell: That pꝛince is not iuſte 
that wyll ſatiſfye moze the couetiſe of one perſon, than the 
voices of all men: That pꝛince is a fole, that diſpiſeth the 
counfell of all ochet, and truſteth all onely vpon the opint 
on of one. Ind finally that pzince is to bolde and hardye, 
that koꝛ the loue of one, wyll be hated of all other. 

¶ Thele were woꝛdes of eternall momoꝛpe. And in dede 
thele pztnces ſholde haue this alwayes in they pꝛeſence. 
Sonne pet J ſhal ſay moze to this. This Lucullus Patri 
ciens bꝛought into the ſenate, all the treaſure that he had, 
and this plate, with the layde woꝛdes theron, to thentente 
that they ſhulde chuſe the one, and leaue the other. And 
the tenate refuſed all the trealure, and toke the councelles 
wzitten theron, 


¶ Of dyuers and partycular recommendations, 
whiche the emperour commaunded 
his lonne. Cap. xl vii. 
Ja. iii. J haue 
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baue ſhewed, lpke a kather, the thyng that 


ti 
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1 7 loued in my lyfe,yf thou wylte be ſonne to 
thy father, eſteme them after my deth. Fyꝛſt 


4 toucheth thy welthe: Now J wyll ſhew the 


| — 


my 2 recommende to the, the woꝛſhyppynge of the 


temples, and the reuerence of the pꝛeeſtes, with the honour 
of the goddis. So longe ſhall the honour of the Romapns 
laſte,as thep perſeuer in the ſeruyce of the goddes. The 
realme of the Carthaginens periſhed not, bycauſe they 
were not ſo ryche, oz moze cowardes than the Romayns: 
but bycauſe they loued theyz treaſo2s to moche, and were 
but yll wozſhippers and louers of the temples . Mp ſonne 
I recouende to the Helia;thy ſtepmother, # remembze, that 
though lhe be not thyne owne mother, pet ſhe is my wyle: 
and on the peyne of mp curſpng,ſuffre not that ſhe be yll in 


treated. Foz the domage that ſhe ſhulde ſuffre by thy cõſent 


ſhulde gyue eutdence of the ſmall thought, that thou takeſt 
of my deth which ſhuld be an iniury to thy like. J haue left 
to her the tributes and reuenues of Hoſtie, koʒ to mapnteyn 
her degre: and the gardens of Uulcan, whiche J cauſed to 
make foz her recreacpon. And pt thou take it fro her, thou 
ſheweſt thyne ylnelſe, And to ſuffre her to enioye it, I com- 
maunde the by thyne obedyence,and to ſhewe her thy boun 
tye and largeſſe, Remembze ſhe is a Romayn,yonge and a 
wydowe of the houle of my lozde Traian, c how ſhe is thy 
mother adoptife,x my naturall wyfe: wherfoze I leue her 
vnder thy recomendatio.Alſo J compyt to the thy bꝛetherne 
in law:a thy ſiſters, my doughters, I leue them al maried 
not to ſtraunge kynges, but tothe naturall inhabitaũtes 
and citeſens of Rome. They dwell al within the walles of 
Rome, where as they may do the leruice, and thou — 
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do the good. Son intrete them tn ſuch wife, that though 
their good father be deade,yetlet them haue fauour. And 
though they ſe their bzother emperour of Rome, yet let the 
not be defouled. women be ofa ryght tender codition, they 
wyll complayne foꝛ a ſmalle cauſe,and foz leſſe they wylle 
reyſe vp in pꝛide, thou oughteſt to conſerue them after my 
deth, as J haue done in my lyke. Foz otherwyle theyz con- 
uerſation ſhulde be fekylt to the people, and impoztunate 
to the. Allo J compyt to the Lipula thy ſyſter, that is amog 
the virgins Ueſtales. Thinke that ſhe is doughter of thy 
mother Fauſtyn, which J haue greatly loued in my lyke, 
vnto the houre of my death. J haue lamented hers, Euerp 
pere J gaue to thy ſiſter.ii. M ſerters, fo2 her neceſſittes: 
ſhe had ben as well maryed as the other, yx ſhe had not be 
bꝛent in the vyſage: whiche was eſtemed of euery man an 
yl aduenture, and ſpecpallp of her moder, that wept al way 
fo2 her. But J eſteme that vll aduenture, a good foꝛztune. 
Fo: yf ſhe had not ben bzent in the face with fire, ſhe had in 
the wozlde,as touchynge her renome, be bzent with dyuers 
tonges. Son, J\were to the, that fo2 the ſeruice of p god⸗ 
des, # the fame of men, ſhe is moꝛe ſurer with the virgins 
in the temple, than though ſhe were in the ſenate; with the 
ſenatours. J deme, p at the ende of the tourney, ſhe ſhall 
finde her ſelfe better at taſe, cloſed a locked in, than thou 
with alt thy libertie. In the pꝛouynce of Lucany, J haue 
lefte fo2 her, the. ii. M. ſexters: J wyll not that thou take 
them fro her. Alſo J comptte Dꝛuſia the wydowe to the, 
which hath layd a great pꝛoces agaynſt the lenate, bycauſe 
by motions afoze paſſed, her huſband was baniſhed: Þ 
haue great compaſſpon of her:foz it is the monethes, ſyth 
ſhe put in her demaunde, and bycauſe of my great warres 
A coude not declare her iuſtyce. Sonne, thon (halt funde 


u trewe, that in. xxx v. ere, that J haue goucrned Nome, 
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MARCVS 
there was neuer wydow, that helde her pꝛoceſſe befoze me, 
paſſynge.viii.dayes. Take compaſſyon of ſuche. Foz wo- 
mennes neceſſities are ryght peryllous,and at the laſte, yf 
their beſpnes belonge tn hande,they recouernot lo moche 
of thepz goodes,as they leſe in they; renowme.Yllo haue 
compaſſpon of pooze men, and the goddis ſhall rewarde 
the, with great ryches. Alſo J commytte to the, my aunci⸗ 
ent ſeruantes,to whom my longe peres and cruel warres, 
my often neceſlities, the diſpleaſure of my bodye, and my 
longe ſpckeneſſes,hath ben ryghte paynkull. Foz they, as 
true ſeruantes.to gyue me lyfe,haue taken peyn vnto the 
deth. It is reaſon, that ſyth J haue taken their dethe, that 
they inherite parte of my lyke. One thynge J holde foz cer⸗ 
tapne, Jn caſe that my bodye abyde in the ſepulchze with 
wozmes, pet F ſhall alwayes, befoze the goddis haue re⸗ 
membzaunce ot them. In this doyng, thou ſhalt do as a 
good chylde, to ſatyſfye theym, that haue ſerued thy father. 
Take hede my ſon, euery pꝛynce, dopng Juſtice, acquireth 
ennemies in the execution theiof.And this is done by the, 
that are mooſte nere to hym. Foz the moze pꝛiuie they are 
with the pꝛince, the moze hatefull they are to the people, 
And though euery man loueth tuſtyce in gerall, yet they 
all hate the execution therof in particular. Whan a tuſte 
pꝛince is dead the people take vengeance of the vniuſte 
ſeruantes. Whan thou were a chylde my ſeruantes nozy- 
ſhed the, to the entent, that thou ſholdeſt ſuſtepne them in 
their age. Surely, it were great (ſhame to the empire, an of- 
fence to the goddis, and iniurie to me, and an vngentylnes 
ok the, that thou haſt foũd them. x vili.peres, with their ar- 
mes abꝛode to halle the, that they ſhold fpnde one day thy 
gates ſhet ageinſt them. Theſe thynges J compt to pᷣ pat 
ticularly, k epe them al way in memozy.And ſyth J remem 
bze them at my deth, cõſider howe J loued them in my 157 


Ot the laſt wozdes that themperour ſpake to his ſon, 
and of a table that he gaue hym. Capt.xlviit. © 
Ea ©; Han the emperour had ended his ſaide re: 
> \ YC commendations,the day began toſpzynge, 
and his eye ſtringes begã to bzeke, and his 
72 ſtonge faultred, and his handes ſhoke. Thã 
the ſayde happy Emperoure, felpynge that 
b weakenes began ſoze to dzawe aboue his 
hatte, he cõmaunded Panutius to go into his ſtudpe, and 
to bzynge to hym a coffre that was there. And whan it was 
bzought to his p2elence he opened it, and toke qut a table 
ok the fote bzoode, and two fote longe, it was of woode 
Lybanus, and rounde aboute garnyſhed with vnicozne, 
It was cloſed with two leaues, ſubtyly wzoughte of a red 
wood, that ſome ſayde was of the tree that the Phenir bꝛe⸗ 
deth in:x is called Raſin, And as there is but one byꝛd Phe 
nix bꝛedinge in Arabie: ſo lykewyſe there is no moꝛe trees 
in the woꝛlde ofthe ſame kynde. On one of the outwarde 
parties of the table; was pyctured and grauen to god 
Jupiter: on the other the goddeſſe Menus: Jun the in- 
warde parties of the Table that ſhette, was pictured god 
Mars, and the goddelle Ceres: In the pꝛincipall ot the 
ſayde Table was pictured a Bulle ſubtylly wzoughte to 
the qupcke, and vnder that a kynge was pyctured. The 
whiche payntures were ſapde to be of the handye warke 
of the experte Appelles and auncient wozkeman in payn⸗ 
tynge. Than the Emperoure toke the table in his hande, 
and with greate payne, he ſayde: Thou ſeeſt my ſonne 
Comodus, howe J am al ready ſcaped from the trappes 
of foztune, and am enterynge into the heuy aduentures 
of dethe. J wote not why the goddis haue created vs, ſyth 
there is ſo great annoyance in out lyfe, and ſo greate pe- 
xylle at our deathe. I vnderſtande not ar” 3 
7 aue 
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haue and bſeſo great crueltie to the creatures. Lxii. pete 
J haue ſapled with great trauaylethzough the greate pe⸗ 
rylles of this lyfe: and at this howze J am commaunded 
to take lande and diſcharge me of my fleſhe, and to take 
erthe in the ſepulchze. Nowe vntyeth the lyuelpe thꝛedes, 
nowe vndoeth the ſpyndell, nowe ryueth the webbe, nowe 
endeth my lpfe. Nowe am J awaked from the lepynge 
eupll: remembzinge howe J haue paſſed my Iyfe, J haue 
no moꝛe deſpze to lyue. And in that J knowe not whiche 
wape to go, J refuſe dethe: What ſhall J do: J am deter: 
mpned to put ine into the handes of the goddis wpllyngly, 
ſythe J muſte do lo of neceſſitie, whome J requpꝛe, yt they 
haue created me foz any goodnes, not to depziue ine fro 
them foz my demerites. J ain nowe in the laſte gate: and 
to this howze J haue kepte the greatteſt and moſte ex⸗ 
cellent Jewell that J coude fynde in all my lyfe. In the. x. 
pere of myn Empire there aroſe a marre agaynſte the Parz 
thes:wherfoze J determined in myne owne perſon to gyue 
them battaple. Akter that warre came by the auncpente 
titye of Thebes, foz to ſee ſome antiquitie. Amonge the 
whiche in a pꝛiſtes howſe J fonde this table, the whiche 
as a kynge was reyſed in Egypte, incontinente it was 
euer hanged at his beddes heed, and this pꝛieſt ſhewed me 
that it was made by a kynge in Egypte named Ptholome 
Irſacides, that was a vertuouſe pꝛince. And in the memo⸗ 
rie ot hym, and example of other, the pꝛieſtes kepte it dilp⸗ 

ently , Ind ſonne J haue kepte it alwaye with me: and J 

eſeche the goddis, that ſuche may be thy warkes, as there 
in thou mayſt fpnde good counſell. Is Emperour Jleaue 
thehepze of many countreys and realmes : and as thy fa- 
ther J do gpue vnto the this table of counſaples. Lette 
this be the laſte wozde, that with the Empire thou ſhalt be 
keared, and by this table thou ſhalte be beloued. This f 
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This ſayde, and the table delyuered to his ſonne, the Em - 
perour turned his epen, and within a quarter of an houre 
he pelded the ſpirite. 
¶ Now to retourne to the ſayd table and wzitinge. There 
was wzitten betwene the bulle and thekyngea ſcrowe in 
Greke letters, in maner of heroicall verſes, contepnynge 
in our vulgar tonge thus. J neuer chole ryche tirant, noz 
abhozred the pooze iuſt man. neuer denyed iuſtyce to a 
pooze man fo: his pouertie, noz pardoned a ryche man foz 
his great goodes and rycheſſe: I neuer dyd good deedes, 
noz neuer gaue hyze foz affection,noz gaue cozrectton onely 
fo; the pepne: I neuer left ylnes vnchaſtiſed, noz goodnes 
without rewarde: J neuer committed an other to do iu⸗ 
ſtyce that was clere, noz darke iuſtice I neuer determined 
by mp ſelke alone: I dyd neuer denpe iuſtyce to them that 
demaunded it, noz mercy vnto hym that deſerued it: Y 
neuer dydde cozrection foz angre, noz pꝛompſed any re⸗ 
warde in my myꝛth: J was neuer charged with thoughtes 
in ip pꝛoſperitie, no diſpapꝛed in myne aduerſitie: Þ ne- 
uer committed yll by malpce, noz any villany foz auarice: 
F-never opened mp gates to flatterars noz diſſemblers, 
noz lyſtened myne eares to murmures: I haue laboured 
alwayes to be loued of them that be good, and to be dzead 
and feared of them that be pll: And fynally J haue fauou⸗ 
ted the poze, that myght do but lyttell, and haue be fauou⸗ 
red of the goddis that may do moche, 


C Hytherto is ſhewed bzefely the wozthy and 
laudable lyfe of the Emperour Marcus 
Aurelius, and of his deathe, 
Ind hereafter enſueth 
the ſeconde parte 


of his boke, 
Bb.ii. Jletter 
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BY MIAT“ : 
CQ letter ſente by Marcus Aurelius to Pyꝛamon 
his ſpecyall frende. Capitu, xlix. 29 4} 
Che kyꝛſte letter, 


_ Irke ozatour Komapne, bozne at mount 


| Celio to Ppzamon- of Lyon , iny greatte 
rende, deſpzynge (alutation to'thy'per- 
ſon, and ſtrengthiand vertue againſt thy 
imer foztune. Fn'the thyzde Kalendes 
I of Januatie J receitied-thy letter, wher⸗ 

by J percepue thou haſt receiued one of 
myn. I ſet ſmal ſtoze by thy woꝛdes, but J eſteme greatly 
what thou meaneſt bythem. So that without declarpnge 
therof J haue gadꝛed the ſentence. Reaſon wold, bycauſe 
IJ haue wꝛitteu fo often to the, that thou ſhuldeſt the better 
vnderſtande me: but thou arte ſo ſlouthfull, that though 
I call the, thou wylt not here: noz thoughe J ftryke the, 
thou wylte not feele. But nowe to comme to the purpoſe, 
Thou knoweſt well Piramon, howe nere we be in paren⸗ 
tage, auncyent infrendſhyppe, ſtedfaſte in loue, and tens 
der of hartes, and whan ſo euer thou put it in expetpence, 
than one true frende ſhall pꝛoue an other. Thou remem⸗ 
bzeſt well, when we were at Rodes that we dwelled lehne 
ther in one houſe, and dyd eate at one table and all that 
thou thoughteſt J dyd it in effecte: and that J ſayd, thou 
neuer gaynſapdeſt.Certaynly thou were in my harte; and 
J in thyne entrayles, J was thyne, and thou were mpne, 
We beinge together, hit lemed to all other that we were 
but one, and of one wyll. What is it my frende Pirainon? 
Thou wzteſt howe thou arte heuy,and yet thou doeſt not 
ſhewe the cauſe why:thou complayneſt Þ thou art almoſt 
deed and thou ſheweſt me not who taketh thy Iyfe fro the. 
If thou wylt not (hewe to me thyn pll deſtenies, ſith _ ? 
atte 
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arte mp frende, Jwyll thou knowe, that J demaunde it of 
ryght, yt thou wylte not, J wyll that thou knowe, that the 
pitiefull goddes haue determined, that all pleaſures and 
p;ofyte ſhall departe from my houſe: and that all heupnes 
and domages ſhall be regyſtred in my perſonne. Sythe J 
am pꝛynce of al honour, beyng in tribulation, pf thou wol⸗ 
deſte, thou canſte not eſcape out of my ſeignourie. Foz yf 
thou complapne, that thou arte vnhappy in foztune, than 
J eſteme mp ſelfe to be happy in vnhappynes. I demaund 
one thynge of the: whan haſte thou ſene me haue ſuffpcy- 
ent, and thou nede? whanne haſte thou ſene me llepe, and 
thou wake! and whan haſte thou trauapled, and J reſted? 
Ok trouthe ſythe the goddes and perſones are theyz owne 
pꝛopꝛe, the trauaples and pll aduentures are alwayes com 
mon. One thynge thou oughtelte to knowe, yf in myne a⸗ 
mitie thou wylte perſeuer, that all my goodes are thyne, 
and all thyne cuylles are myne, ſith thou arte bozne to lyue 
cafplpand to be gentlly o2dered and intreated, and J do 
tpue foꝛ to trauaple. J laye not this fapnyngly : foz thou 
daſte hadde experience of me, that whan Jamaria thy ſp⸗ 
ſter dyed, that was no leſſe vertuouſe than fapze, thou ſa⸗ 
weſt well whan ſhe was buryed deed, J was buryed quyck 
and at the fowne of my teares thyne eyes daunced. Sythe 
thou holdeſt ſuche ſuteties of mp perſon, ſurely thou mapſt 
dyſcouer to me thy peyne. vet as often as haue deman⸗ 
ded it, there hath not fapned reaſons fapled in the. Jre⸗ 
qupꝛe the, and deſyze the agapne, and in the name ok the 
goddes. J pꝛay the, and in theyz names J conture the, that 
thou diſpoſe all thy ſozowes into myne entraples. Foz the 
waye that thou goeſt, J wyll not leue one pace to go fro 

the ſame: vt thou go, J wyll go: yt thou reſte, J wyll reſte 

yk thou wozke, J wpll wozke: yk thou leue of, J wpll doo 

the lame: pf thou wylt dye, thou knoweſt well F = not 

| B. iii. pue. 
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lyue. Regarde frende what thou wylt do, Foz thyne euyls 


and mpne, tozmente bothe one harte. It thou haue diſple- 
ſure, all thinges diſpleaſe me: yt thou wepe, J (were fro 
hensfoztheneuer to laughe: yt thou. diſcharge the of thy 


peyne: fro hensfo2th I ſhall take it foꝛ myne:yf thou go 


alone, Þ wpi fozſake cõpanp, and fozthwith lyue ſolytarily, 
What wplt thou that I ſhulde deſpzce Foz all that euer 
thou wylt J wyll. Thou complapneſt that in all thy tra⸗ 
uaples thou canſt fpnd no parent to remedye the, noꝛ frend 
to counſell the. A were to the my frende Pyzamon, that of 
theſe two thynges haue as moche pouertie in mp houle 
as thau haft ſozow in thyn. J know well the remedy ſhuld 
come by ryches, and by councell, and conſolatton of them 
that be wpſe, And by reaſon of my heuy deſtentes, Couth 
hath taken fro me the knowlege of wyldome: and foztune 
wyll not permitte me to haue great riches, Certapnlye J 
wepefoz thy inpyſerie, and pet there is but (mall remedy in 
me. Thou ſapeſte in thy letter, that thy neyghbours and 
frendes in pzomyſynge haue behighte the many thynges: 
but in gyuyng they do nothyng. Yereof J meryaple: foz 
the vertuous hand ts not bounde to make the tonge a fole, 
(Truly though our fete daunce, our handes ſhulde werke 
at the ſowne of the tonge : oure Iyfe endecthe in fewe dayes, 
and our renowůme in fewer. amps is an auncient cuſtom 
amonge the ſonnes of vauitie, and of cuſtome the tonge 
ſpcketh haſtelp, and the handes wozke at leyſure. Rowe 
lette vs ſpeake moze particularly, 

¶ Thou oughtelt not to complapne, in that thou tyndeſt 
not but in a kewe, that dyuers haue founde in the alone, 
Cuſtome is to recepue fozthwith and merely, and to gyue 
flowelye with pll wylle and repentaunce. They that be 
pꝛeſumptuous do the one, and they whiche be Nouthfull, 
Do the other, The G2ckes ſape: that he that n. 

an 
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and is longe in fulfpllyng, is but a llacke frende, we Ro⸗ 
mapns ſape, that he is moche better that denyeth foꝛthwith 
bycauſe he wyll not begyle hym that aſketh, In this caſe 
I ſaye, He that map gyue aud gyueth not, is a clere enne⸗ 
mye: and he that pꝛompſeth fozthwith, and is longe oz he 
do it, is but a ſuſpecious frende, what nede wozdes to our 
frendes, whe we may ſuccour them with wozkes? Js it not 
right, to whome we gyue our hartes, which is the beſt thing 
within vs, that we gyue hym our tongue, that is the woꝛzſte 
thinge of our vyces In good ſothe the goddes wplle not 
ſuffre in the place of amitie, to deſire any thynge of oure 
frend in haſt, and to be dꝛyuen it of with longe delapinge. 
Plato in his lawes ſayth, we commande, that in our gouer⸗ 
nynge, that polptike counſaple be gpuen to them, that bez 
in pꝛoſperitie, to thentent that they decay not: and to ſuc⸗ 
tour them that be in heupnes and trouble, to thentent that 
they deſpapze not; Certapnly vnder theſe wozdes are com⸗ 
pꝛyſed diuers great ſentences.Thou knoweſt wel my frend 
Pitamon, that ſwete wozdes cofoztthe hart but lytell that 
is in tribulation, but pf there be ſome good wozkes ther⸗ 
with. Þ.wyllnat deny, but that they, to whom we haue gy⸗ 
yen. oure good wylles in the tyme of oure pꝛolperitie, be 
bounde to giue vs of their goodes, and to ſhewe vs fauour 
in our aduerſitte. I demande one thinge ok the, wherfoze 
holdeſt thou a pꝛeſumptuous licence to demandee And re⸗ 
pꝛoueſt on the other part the libertie of denieng. Truly as 
there is ſhame in the demãding, there is obligation in ſome 
thing to deny: an impoꝛtunate man is not woꝛthy to haue 
mercy. Thou mayſt knowe, pt thou knowe it not my frend 
iramon, that to attain to euery thinge that ts demanded, 
belongeth only to the goddis, To gpue all thing that is de 


ö mãded is no ligne ot᷑ any ſeruant. Ind to deny any thing is 
| of libertte, To wepe koꝛ g̊ is dented is the cõditiõ of tirãtis. 
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And to conne no thanke foz that is gyuen, is the conditi⸗ 
on of the Barbartens : and to haue euera ſtedfaſte hoope 
of that is denyed,ts the guyſe of the Komaynes, One of 
theſe thynges, where in Gayus Ceſar ſhewed hymſelke to 
be of hyghe courage was, that he had moſte greatteſt iope 
whan the ſenate refuſed any thynge deſyzed by hym. Of- 
tentymes he ſayde: There is nothinge wherin Rome gy⸗ 
ueth me moze glozie and renoume to my perſone, thanne 


whan TJ ſhewe mpyſelfe moit haſty to demaunde, and they 


moſt ſtyffe todenpe me: to thentent that after they ſhulde 
knowe what is mp power to abyde, and how lyttell theyze 
ſtrength is to reſyſt. Me think it is better to haue recours 
to the goddis with vertues, than to diſpleaſe theym with 
quarelles. And to gyue contentation to thy repoſed wpll, 
whan thou ſeeſt thy ſelfe in tribulation: and that thou de- 
maundeſt of the goddis and of men to be kruſtrate, thou 
oughteſt to meaſure it with a right meaſure, and to pꝛayſe 
it in a ryght balaunte, the great quantitie that hath bene 
gyuen to the, and the lyttell quantitie that hath be graun⸗ 
ted the. O how vncourteyſe be we ta the goddis, and of 
ſinall remembzaunce to men, whan we mpnyſhe with foz- 
ectfulnes, that we haue recepued of them: and that lytle 
that hath ben refuſed vs, we augmente it with complayn⸗ 
tes? Frende Pyzamo, J am begpled pf thou be not fyftye 
eres of age, and all that ſeaſon thou haſte done nothing 
but recepued gyftes : and yet foz all that, I haue nat ſenę 
the do one dape of ſerupce. Certaynly it is no reaſon to cõ⸗ 
plapne of. vii, dayes of yll foztune, beynge fyfty yeres of 
age. Thou ſapeſt in thy letter, howe thou haſt moch peyn, 
bycauſe thou knoweſt all thy nepghbours to be enuyous, 
In good ſoth J haue pepne foꝛ thy pepne, and of thy mer⸗ 
uaplyng J haue great meruaple. Foz all admiration pꝛo⸗ 
cedeth but by ſurmountynge of ignozance, and faulte of 
be, expe⸗ 
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experience. Both the quycke vnderſtandpnge ok men rule 
theiyfe of them that be moztal.that they nede not to thynke 
of the trauaple to come, hauynge in they; handes haſtye re- 
medp? Ik they be hungry, thep mape eate: whan they are 
colde, they mape warme them: pk they be llepy, they inaye 
flepe : whan they be wery, they maye reſte : whan they are 
ſycke:they may be healed : whan they are heup, they maye 
reioyce in ſuche mauer, that the thoughtfull lyke paſſeth, 
ſome to make tiltes and Iyſtes, ſome to make armure and 
ſcaffoldes, ſome to inuente newe gynnes, and ſome to re⸗ 
payze bulwarkes, J ſay the woꝛld and the fleſh do nought 
els, but fyght agapnſte vs, and we haue nede at all tyines 
to defende vs fro them. All thele remedies are agaynſt the 
trauaple of the fleſhe. But what ſhall we do, that the cur⸗ 
ſednes of euupe extende not amonge all theſe? Curſed is 
that welthe, that euerp man enuteth. Certainly agaynſte }- 
enup is no foꝛtreſſe to defende,noz caue to hyde, noz hye hyl 
to mounte on, noꝛ thycke wodde to ſhadowe in, noz ſhyppe 
to ſcape in, noz hoꝛſe to beare awaye, noz money to redeine 
bs. Enup is (0 venomous a lerpent, that there was neuer 
moztall man amonge moztalles, that coulde ſcape fro the 
bythynge of her tothe, and ſcratchynge of her naples, koy⸗ 
Iynge of here fete, and poiſonynge of her poyſon. J (were 
to the my krende Pyzamon.that ſuche as foztunelifteth vp 
with greate ryches, ſhe full of crueltie gyueth theym pꝛo⸗ 
kounde bytynges. Enuie is ſo enuious, that to them, that 


ok her are mooſte denyed, and ſette fardeſt of, ſhe gyuethe 


moſt cruell ſtrokes with her fete, This bnhappye enupe 

pꝛepareth poyſon ſecretly foz them that be in reſte amonge 

dyuers pleaſurs, 

CF haue redde dyuers bookes of Hebzewe,Gzeke,1La- 

tyu, and Caldee, And alſo J haue ſpoken with many very 

wyſe men, to le it there iuyght be foude any —_— ageinſt 
of an 
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an enuious man. J conkeſſe the truthe : Rede all that can 
be redde, and imagine all that can be, demaunde all that 
can be demaunded : and pe ſhall kynde none other cure a⸗ 
geynſt this curſed enupe, but to banyſhe vs kro all pꝛoſpe⸗ 


Cite, and to ſytte with aduerſe foztune. O howe vnhappp 


ate they that be in pꝛoſperitie: foʒ iuſtly they that be ſctte 
vp in hygh eſtate, can not flee from the perplle of Scilla, 
without fallynge into Caribdis. They can not ſcape the 
peryll, without caſtyng theyz treaſures into the lec, J ſape 


that the malady of enup wylle not ſuffre them to ſcape fro 


dethe, and the medicyne that is applped to them, wpll not 
aſſure they; lyfe, IJ can not determpne me, whiche is the 
beſte, oz to ſape moze pꝛoperly the wozlte, extreme miſerie 
without the danger of fo2tune, oz extreme pꝛolperitie, that 
is alwaycs thꝛethened to falle. In this caſe to be fo extreme 
J wpll not determyn me. lith in the one is a perpllous lpke 
and in the other renowine is (tre. 

¶ I hall tell the, what wyſe Cicero ſapde, whan he was 
purſued with many at Rome: Seholde you Romayns, J 
holde you not fo2 ſoo good, no2 wy f[elfe ſo plle, to ſape the 
trouth alwapes, noꝛ alwapes to make lpes. J am certaine, 
that ye bere me none enuie, fo2 that J am not as pe be, but 
it is bycauſe pe can not be as Jam. In this caſe J had ra⸗ 
ther that my ennempes had enuie at my p2oſperytie, than 
my krendes at iny pouertie. 


n 1 
ä OI 


C This oꝛatour ſpake after the appetite of them that be 


in pꝛoſperitie, leupnge to gpue remedy to them that be ſo⸗ 


rowfull. Ind after this Cicero had ſene the keldes of Far- 
ſayle, he toke other counſell and remedy. ſuche as pleaſed 
hym in Rome. Foz if Ceſar had granted hym his goodes, 
yet that turned not his credence # renowme. Surciy frend 


Pyzamo J know no remedy to gyue the ageinſt enuy, (pth | 
thou ſeeſt al the woꝛld kull therof, we ſe how we be the ww ; 
of 


— 
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of enupe, and we lyue with enuy, and bye with enuy and he 
that leuetth moſt ryches leueth the greateſt enuye. The an⸗ 
cient wyle inen coũſalled rich men, that they ſhuld not haue 
poze folkes nere them:and they admoniſhed the poze, that 
they ſhuld nat d well nere to the ryche. And truly it is good 
reaſon. Foz the tycheſle of rych me is the ſede of enup tothe 
pooꝛe. And bycauſe the pooze mi lacketh and the rych hath 
to moche, cauſeth diſcozd among the people. I (were by the 
goddis immoztal,frende Piramon, though they that be vll 
wold that Þ ſhuld were falſely, as moche as ryches with 
thought nozyſheth couetyle, ſo moch the enuious noziſheth 
enuye therby. J tell the one thynge, and that is, that it is 
no good counſell to flee enuy, and to auoyde the vertue con 
trarye the lame. Homer ſayth, that in his tyme there were 
two Szekes extreme in all extremities: The one was ex⸗ 
treme in riches, ⁊ therfoze he was perſecuted by enuy, and 
that was Achilles: and the other was ſoze noted of malice, 
but no man had enuy at hym, and that was Thieſtes. Cer⸗ 
tainly IJ had letter be Achilles with his enup, tha Thieſtes 
without it. Thou knoweſt well, that we Komapnes ſerche 
not but ko reſte in our lyte, and koʒ bonoure akter deathe. 
And ſith it is ſo, it is not poſſible but the man that euerpe 
man enuieth his renoume, ought to be exalted in the reſt of 
his lyke. And lithe J le thoſe two thinges in the, ſuche as 
be thy frendes taketh lytell thonght, foz that thyne enne⸗ 
myes murmur agaynſt the. Thou wꝛiteſt to me, howe thep 
of Lyons do well, and are mery, excepte thy ſelfe, that arte 
heup, and full of penſpueneſſe, and ſith they ſhewe not to 
haue pleaſure at thy diſpleaſure, ſhewe not thy ſelfe diſple 
cd with theyꝛ pleaſure, Foz it maye chaunce one daye 
they ſhall be ſozowfull, whan that thou arte merpe : than 
thou (halt be quyte with them, In an euyll perſone there 


can be no greater yll, noꝛ in a good man a greatter kaute 


Cc.ii. than 
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than to be difpleaſed with an othere mans welthe, and to 
take pleaſure at an other mans harme, And tn caſe that all 
do vs domage with enute, pet moche moe a frende, than 
the enemy, Foz of myne enmpy J wyll beware, and foz feare 
he wyll withdzawe : but a frende with his amitie maye bez 
gyle me, and J by my kidelitie ſhall not perceyue, Amonge 
all moztall enemies there is none wozs than a krende that 
is enuyous of my felicitie. pꝛamon iy frende, J wylle 
conclude, pf thou wylte withdzawe thy ſelfe fro enempes 
than kepe company with thyne owne familiar frendes. J 
wote not what to wzyte moze to the, but with all my harte 
I lamente thy heupneſſe. Thou knoweſt howe thy nyece 
Bꝛuſia was ſlayne with a daggere by her owne huſbande, 
I had great compaſſion foz her deth, and foz the renoume 

that ſhelefte behynde her. Flauius pꝛiſcus thyn vncle is 
newlpe made Cenſure. The pꝛoceſſe betwene thy bzothere 


Foznto and Bꝛitio is determined by the ſenate, and hit, 


pleaſeth me ryght well, that thep be frendes, and euerpe 
man well content. The boke intytuled the conſulation of 
heuynes J haue ended, and lapde it in the capitoll. I haue 
wziten it in Gzeke, and that is the cauſe that J ſente it not 
to the. But J do ſende the a rychſwerde, and a fapze gyz⸗ 
dell. Fauſtine my wyfe dothe ſalute the, and ſendethe thy 
wyke two ſclaues. The goddis be my kepers, and coinfozt 
the in thy pꝛeſent heuyneſſe. Marke the man foztunate, to 
Ppzamon ſoze diſcomkozted. * 


¶ L letter ſent by Marcus the Emperour 
to Coznelius of the trauaple of warre, 
and vanitie of triumphe. 
¶ The ſeconde letter 


 Warke 


— —— — 


ius my fapthfull frende, ſalutation to thy 
N Pperſone, and good foztune to thy delyzed 
ite. As thou in tyme paſſed, haſte bene 
EA partener of my trauaples, J haue lente 
— to calle the to gyue the pleaſure ot my try⸗ 
umphes. By the haboundance of rycheſſe, diuerlitie of cap 
tiues, fierſneſſe of capitapnes that we haue bzoughte to 
Rome, thou mapſt percepue what peryls we haue ſuſtred 
in this warre. The parthes are good men of warte: and 
as euer man fyndeth in theyꝛ own lande defendeth theyze 
houſes with ſtronge hart: and ſurelye they do lyke good 
men. Foz without reaſon we dye of affection to take other 
mens goodes : and they with reaſon do laboure to defende 
that is theyꝛe owne, Letteno man take enupe at the Ro⸗ 
mapne capitayn, foz any triumphe that is gyuene hym by 
his mother Rome: Foz one dape of honoure, he is a. M. 
dapes in diſpaire of his lpfe. J wylle not ſpeake that J 
myght ſaye of them that be in warre, and dwell in Rome, 
and ben cruell iuges of theyꝛ owne kame. And ſyth that the 
pꝛopꝛe renome of a man lpeth in other kolkes t onges, it is 
not ſayde bycauſe his perſone hath meryted, but bycauſe 
that they do ſhewe theyꝛ enuye. But our foolyſhnes is ſo 
koolyſhe, and the reputation of men lo vapne, that fo2 one 
vapne woꝛde, moze than foz our pꝛofyte, we put oure lyke 
in daunger, and lay our honour to gauge with trauaple, 
rather then to lpue, and to aſſure our renowme with reſte. 
Iſwere by the goddis immoꝛtall, that the daye of my try⸗ 
umphe being in the cartoth, J was as penſiue as I might 
be. O Rome curſed be thy foly, and wo be to him that hath 
bꝛought vp in the ſoo moche pꝛide. And curled be he that 
hath inuented ſo great pompe in the What greatter oz 
moze vnegall lyghtnes can be, than that a Romane ca⸗ 
Cc. iii. pitapn 
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pitayn, bicauſe he hath conquered realmes, altered peali⸗ 
bles, dyſtroyed cityes, caſte downe foztreſſes, robbed the 
pooze, enriched tyzantis, ſhedde moche bloode, and made 
infinite wydowes, ſhoulde foz recompence of all theſe do⸗ 
mages be receyued with great triumphe! vohere haſt thou 
ſene a greter folye Jnfinite nombze is diſtroped in warre, 
and one alone ſhal beare away þ glozy therof: And though 
ſuch miſerable conquerours merited not to be buried, pet 
whan J wente thzough the ſtretes of Rome (IJ tell it as a 
ſecrete betwene the and me) that whan the chariot tryum⸗ 
phaunte came, and the vnhappye pziſoners charged with 
pꝛons, remembꝛynge the infinite treaſurers vll gotten, and 
herynge the lamentations of the wydowes ſozowkullp we⸗ 
pynge koz the death of theyze huſbandes, and callynge to 
mynde oute manyfolde frendes deed: thoughe J reioyced 
me openly, J wepte dꝛoppes of bloode ſecretelye. J canne 
not tell what perſonne taketh pleaſure in hymſelfe of an 
other mannes dammage. Jn thts caſe J pꝛayſe not the 
Aſſyziens, noʒ N enup not the Perſians, noz am contente 
with the Lacedemoniens, noz appꝛoue the Caldeens, noz 
contente me with the Gꝛekes. J curſe the Tropans, and 
condempue them of Carthage, bycauſe they folowed not 
the ʒeale of iuſtice, but what they dyde in they? tyme was 
with rage of pꝛyde, wherby thep and theyz realmes were 
bꝛought into lclaunder, and was occaſion to leſe vs. O 
curſed Rome, curlſed thou haſte ben, and curſed thou ſhalt 
be. Foz if the fatall deſtenies deceyue me not, and myn bn- 
derſtandyng kayle me not, and that foꝛztune holde not faſte, 
we ſhall ſec in tyme to come, Rome ſhall be in lyke caſe as 
other rsalmes be nowe in our dapes. And where as nowe 
with tyꝛanny thou arte lady oucr all ſeignourpes, it (hall 
comme by iuſtyce, that thou ſhalte tourne to be bonde to 
theym, that are nowe vnder thy bondage, O ylle foztu= 
nate 
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nate Rome: I ſape it bycauſe that bertue is ſo dere in the 
and makeſt foolye fo greate cheape. Peraduenture thou 
arte moze antentike than Babilon, faprer than Yely, ry⸗ 
cher than Carthage ſttronger than Trope, better peopled 
thanue Thebes,moze ſtozed with ſhyppes than Cozinthe, 
moze delitious than Thyze, moze tnexpugnable thanne A- 
quplle, moze happy than Numancy : we ſe howe they all 
are peryſhed, foz all thepz vertucs and valiaunt defenders 
and thou hopeſt to abyde perpetually, ſtozed with the that 
be vicious, and peopled with ſuche as be full of Vice. O 
Rome, marke this foz certapne, that the glozie that thou 
haſt at this houre,was fy:ſt theyꝛs: and this diſttuction 
that nowe is theyzs,hcreafter ſhall be thyn. My dere frend 
Coanclius, ſhall I ſhewe the the lofie of the Romapne 
people, but I can not tell it the withoute weppnge: IJ the 
Emperour ot Rome commaunde, J make decrees foz the 
marre: if any countreye aryſe, by ſownynge of a troum⸗ 
pette to make menne to reyſe theyz baners, and to create 
newe Capitaynes, And hit is a thinge very euydente, to 
ſee, that whan they repſe they: ſtaderders, and haue leaue 
to make and aſſaple ennempes, childꝛen leaue thepze mo⸗ 
thers, ſtudentes leaue theyze (holes, ſeruauntes kfozſake 
theyꝛ mayſters, and officers they2 offices, to the entente 
that vnder the colour and crafte of gopnge to warre, they 
ſhulde not be chaſtyſed by iuſtyce. They haue noo feare 
of the goddes, noz reverence to the temples, noz obedy- 
ence to they? fathers, noz loue noz awe of the people, and 
loue to lyue pdplly, and hate iuſte labour, and thep2e exer⸗ 
cyſes are domageable, Somme do robbe the churches, 
ſomme make quarelles and ſtryFes, and ſome bzeake 
gates opene and beare the goddes awape. Doinetpme 
they take theym that be at libertie, and delyuer theym that 
ſhulde be pꝛiſoners. Thep paſſe the nyghtcs in plapes, 
and 


MARCYVS 


and the dapes in blaſphemes: Fynally they ar vnfete to do 
wel: and are holly diſpoſed to do yl, what ſhal I ſay of their 
necligence? J am aſhamed to wzite it. They leaue theyze 
owne wyues and take other mens, They diſhonour the 
doughters of Honeſt men, d begple ponge maidens. They 
enfoꝛce theyꝛ hoſteſſes, and neyghbours wyues: and wozft 
ok all, the women that do go with them, ſette theym agog 
that do tarye. And loo in this maner none of theſe women 
that ſo goo, ſcapeth without loſſe of honour, and the other 
are ſtryken with vices in they hartes, bycauſe they tarye 
Thinke ſurelye Coꝛnelius, that the enterpzyſes arc (mall, 
where as women do goo to warre. Thou knoweſte, that 
the women Amazones haue made greatter warre in Gzece, 
than the cruell ennempes, and not foz bycauſe they hadde 
not men pnobe, but bycauſe they were ſo manpe women. 
Pyꝛthus was ouercome by Alexander. The valpant ca- 
pitapne Daniball was lozde of Italy, as longe as he ſuf- 
kred no women to come in his warres. And when he was 
enamoured ok a fapꝛe yonge damopſell of Capue, he was 
faine fozthwith to turne his back to Rome, bycauſe Rome 
clenſed the felde fro lecherie. Foz the ſame cauſe Ruman⸗ 
cie was caſte to the erthe. And J my ſelfe haue ſene in the 
warre of Parthes.rvii. M. hozſe men.lxrr,M.fote men, 
and. xxxv. M. women. And our beſpnes wente ſo, that fro 
our hoſte I lent awaye Fauſtyne my wpfe, and ſo dydde 
other ſcnatours theyz wyues home to their houles,to then⸗ 
tent that they ſhulde r erue them that were olde,and bzynge 
bp they: chyldzen, That daye that a Patricion is appꝛo⸗ 
ued by the Senate, and ledde aboute Rome by the Con⸗ 
ſules, the egle is hanged at his bzeſte, and his rapment is 
ccade, and he after ryſeth in ſuche pꝛyde, that he remem⸗ 
beth not the poucrtie of the tyme paſſed, but thynkethe 
to be Emperour of Rome fozthwith. Beholde than = 

| they 
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they do. They wꝛyth they; herdes, and rulle theyꝛ heares 
boyſtous their woꝛdes, they chaũge theyz clothes, and rolle 
theyꝛ eien that they may ſeme the kierſer. And finally, they 
loue to be feared, and hate to be loued. And woteſt thou not 
that they wyll be feared⸗ On a daye beyng at Pentapolyn, 
IJ harde a capitaine of myne, not ſeyng me, ſwexe and blaf- 
pheme, lapenge to a woman his hoſteſſe: ye vyllapnous 
people, wyll nat knowe the capitapnes of warre: Þ wylle 
thou knoweſt mother, that the erthe neuer trembleth, but 
whan it is thꝛet of a capitayne Romapne: and God neuer 
cauſeth the ſonne to ſhyne, but where as we be obe yed. 
But nowe krende Coznelius, ſythe J haue blaſoned his 
baunt, harken his vertue and wozthyneſſe. J were to the 
that the ſayde capitayne, foz all his boſte, beynge in à cru⸗ 
ell battaple; was the fyꝛſte that fled alone fro the batayle, 
and lefte the ſtanderde: wherin he dydde inough; to cauſe 
me lofe the fielde. But whan it was done F-cauſed to ſtrike 
of his heed, It is an infallyble rule, that they that ſhewe 
them ſelfe moſte fierſe, iu cffecte are moſte cawardes 
¶ In dpuers bookes J haue redde, and of dyuers Jhaue 
harde, and in many F haue ſeene, that it can uot fayle in a 
man that can ſuſtre and take pacience, ta haue vertue and 
fozce : And it is meruaple, that he is ſtronge and valyant, 
that can not ſuffre. vohat ſhall J ſaye moze of the greues 
and domages, that theſe menne ok warre do, in paſſynge 
thzough realmes. and of theftes and rabberies; that they 
commttte in the houſes, where as they lodge: J enſure the, 
the wozme in the tymbꝛe, noꝛ the mothes in the clothes noꝛ 
the ſparcle in the towe, noꝛ the darnel amõg p coꝛne, noꝛ the 
weſel amõge the grayn, noꝛ the caterppllers in frupt trees, 
dothe not ſo moche domage, as one companye ot menne 
ok warte dothe hurte the pooze ptople. They leaue noa 
cattaple vnſlayne, no gardepne — — 
Xs} | D ncha⸗ 
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dnchafed, noz no mapde vndefloured: a pet which is woꝛs 
they eate without payment, and they wyl not ſerue without 
papement, noz no man can conuerſe and endure amonge 
them. Whan thep are payed, by and by they plaped away: 
il they be not papde, they robbe, and grudge: and the caſe 
is come to lo great cozruption, that if thou ſaweſt it, thou 
woldeſt ſape, that eche of them were the heed of rumoure, 
and the begynnynge ok ſtryfe, poyſon to vertues, Ppꝛate 
of rouers, and capitayne of all wzetched theues. J ſaye not 
this without wepinge. It is the greatteſt mockpnge of all 
mockeries: and the cauſe goeth to ſuch loſſe and pardition, 
that theſe mpſcheuous people are our homely and familiar 
ennemies: and pet there is no Emperoure, that can haue 
lozdſhyp ouer them, noz iuſtyce chaſtyſe them, noz feare 
withdꝛawe them, noz lawe ſubdue them, noz ſhame tekrapn 
them, noz dethe that can kyll thepm,foz they be men reme⸗ 
dyleſſe: They ouertene, and eate, and diſpoyle euere 
manne. O how ſozowfull J am foz the Rome, that was 
not wont to haue in the ſuche pil aduentures. Certapnlye 
in the auncyent tyme whan thou were peopled with righte 
and trewe Ramapns, and not as thou art nowe with ba⸗ 
ſtarde chylderne, than the armies, that wente fro Rome, 
were as well diſciplined and mozigerate, as the ſhovics 
of the philoſophtes, that were in Gzece, The olde auncys 
ent hyſtozies witntſſe, that kynge Phtlyp of Macedonp, 
and his ſonne Jlexãder, were happy in warre, bycauſe thei 
kepte thepze armpyes foo well-ozdered, that it ſeemeth bets 
ter, to be a ſenate ruled, than an arinye that wolde kyghte. 
F ſwere to the by myne honeſtie, that fro the tyme of Quin 
tus Cincinatus, vnto the noble Marcus Marcellus (in 
the whiche tyme was the greatteſt pꝛoſperitie o᷑ Rome 

the common people had great glozye, as longe as the dyſ⸗ 
ciplyne of knyghthoode was welle cozrected: and we be⸗ 
gan 
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ganne to loſe, whan our capitapnes beganne to deſerue, 
to be depꝛaued and condemp ned. O curſed be thou Iſie. 
and curſed be the daye,that we hadde conquelt of the. The 
goodnes that hath folowed therby, we ſe it at our eye: and 
the domage that is come by the, ſhall alwapes be ſoꝛowed 
In the we haue waſted our treaſures, and thou haſt fylled 
vs with thy vyces: In chaunge of ſtronge and vertys 
ous men. thou halt (ene thy wantons ta vs: We haue 
oucrcome thy cities, and thou triumpheſt of our vertues: 
we haue beats dowae thy foztrefies,and thou haſt diſtroted 
our good cuſtomes: by fozce thou arte become ours, and 
with our good wplles, we are nowe thyne. Unſuſtly we 
are lo2des of thy realines, and we are iuſt ſubiectes to thy 
vices. Finally, thou Aſie ſhalt be the ſepulchze of Rome, 
and thou Rome ſhalt be the ſyncke and gutter of the kyl⸗ 
thynes of Aſie. Certapnlye Rome ought to haue ben con⸗ 
tent with the landes ol · Italy, whiche is the nauyll of the 
wozld, without conqueryng the landes of Alte, to bereue 
them from other. I lpke wel all thinges that I haue red of 
my pꝛedeceſſours, ſauynge that they were pzowde, as we 

thepz ſucteſſours be to hardp, And J ſweare vnto the: that 

pet peraduenture, after the pepne, we ſhall become ver⸗ 
tuous and good. All the ryches and tryumphes that our 

fozefathers haue bzoughte out of Alpe, the goodes and 

the rycheſſe, and they alſo, with the tyme at laſte hadde an 

ende: but the wantonnefle and vyces, that are in vs theyz 
chpldzen, dothe remayne ſtylle vnto this dape. J wolde 

to god, that the pzincis knewe, what an outragtous thinge 
it is, to inuente warres in ſtraunge landes and countreis, 

and what trauaple they ſerche in they2 perſons, and what 
thoughtes in thepz myndes, and what murmure and moci⸗ 
on in theyꝛ ſubiectes, what ende and waſtynge of theyz ry⸗ 
cheſſes and treaſureg. What pouertte pg 1 
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what pleaſure to they; ennemies, what domage to their na⸗ 
ttue countreis, and what poyſon they leaue to theyz owne 
enherytours? J ſweare to the, that if J had knowen, that 
J do knowe(J wyll not ſay, but by bloude ſhedde they be 
taken) if they had offered themſclfe with good wylle, and 
Cedytige of teares, J'wolde not haue taken theym. The 
trouthe is that oure capytapnes neuer ſlewe. xx. M. men of 
Alte, with theyꝛ armour, that they bare out of Jtaly, but 
they loſte mo than a. C. M. Romapnes, with the vices that 
they bꝛought to Rome: As eatynge openly in the palapes 
Aufonzss, ſuppynge in thepz houſes ſecretlye, the women 
to tloth them as men, and the men peinted as women. The 
Patrittens:btarynge Meaſques, The Plebepens vſpnge 
ſmelles; and the Emperours to weare purpull. Theſe.bii. 
vices of Aſie. Alte ſent fo2 a pꝛeſent to Rome, Seuẽ noble 
capitayns dꝛoughte them; I leaue to ſhewe theyz names, 
leſte I ſhulde ſhame: thepm with they? faultes, ſyth they 
were lo noble men by theyz hyghe dedes ! Nowe ye pꝛincis 
beholde what pꝛokite it is, to take ſtraunge realmes with 
our warres: I leaue the vices, that they recouer, and the 
vertues that they leſe, with the perditlon ot theyꝛe tteaſtire 
that they lone, Foz certapne there is nepther kynge nox 
realme bꝛoughte to extreme: pouertie, but by warrynge a 
ſtraunge realme, with finall and extreme conqueſte. J de⸗ 
maund ok the myne owne frende Coꝛnelius, vohat cauſeth 
pꝛincis to leaſe theyꝛ treaſure, and require theym of other: 
Whan theyꝛ owne can not luflyſe, then theytane fro chur⸗ 
ches; ſerche dyuers lon es, teyſe tridutes, and inuent newe 
ſubſidies, gyue and ſpe nde on ſtraungers, and make hym 
lelte hated of his owne, pꝛap euery man, and haue nede of 
every man:aduenture his perfone, and aduentute his re⸗ 
noume If thou kneweft not this, J wyll tell the, vk thou 
. bylt here me. Theſe pꝛincis counſell wh men, chen ith 
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with men, andfinally at thelaſt they are men. At one tyme 
by pꝛyde, that ſurmounteth them, an other tyme by coun- 
cell, that fapleth them, ſome imagininge by theyze kanta⸗ 
ſies, ſome fapinge, that pf he haue great goodes, he ought 
to encreaſe his fame, and that no memozy ſhulde be of him 
if he inuented no warre, and that the Emperour ok Rome 
by tight, is lozd of all þ erth. And in this maner,as his foz- 
tunes is baſe.and his thoughtes high, p goddis luffte that 
whan he thinketh iuſtlye to wynne an other mans, than 
iuſtly he loſeth his owne. O pꝛincis. J can not tel what be⸗ 
gyleth vou, foꝛ where as ye maye be ryche with pleaſure,ye 
wyll be pooze with warre: where as pe may be beloued, pe 
wyll be hated: where as pe map play and ſpozte pour ſelke, 
and reſte in a ſure lyfe.ye wyll committe youre ſelfe to the 
chaunces of foztune : and where as other haue neceſſitie of 
vo, ye put pour ſelfe to be in the neceſlitie of other. And 
though the pꝛince make no warre, he ſhulde not luffre his 
people to warre: Euery manne oughte to leaue his warre. 
Frende Coznelius, I demaund ok the, whether is moze tra⸗ 
uaylle to his perſone, oz domage to his realme, a kpnges 
eunemtes, ozels his owne armie e His ennemies robbe on 
the coſtes, but our men robbe all the londe, The en”*:c5 
maye be reliſted, but we dare not ſpeake to our owe men; 
The enemies enuade vs on one daye, and reclude backe az 
gapn, but our gariſons robbe dayly, and abyde ſtyll. The 
ſtraungets haue ſome feate, but outs are ſhameies:and at 
the laſte, the karther that our ennemies go, the moze they 
ware liberall, and our armies of men, euerp dape encreale 
in crueltie, in ſuche wpſe, that they offend the goddis; and 
be impoꝛtunate to they pꝛinces, and nopkull to the people 
lyuynge to the domage of euery man, and be Unpꝛofpta⸗ 
ble to all men. By the god Mars, J ſweare to the, and as 
J maye be holpen in the warres, that J goucrne with my 
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hande, J haue no complapntes daplpe from the ſenate on 
the capitapnes that ben in Illpꝛike than on all the enne⸗ 
mies of the Romane people: I haue moze feare in mains 
teynpnge one ſtandarde of a hundzed menne, than to gyue 
battayle to. l. M. ennemies. Foz the goddis and foztune 
diſpatche a battaple in an houre, be it good oz baddde: but 
with theſe other, J can do nothing in all my lyfe, Thus it 
bath beu my ftende Coꝛnelius, and thus it is, and thus it 
ſhall be. Thus J founde it, thus J holde it, and thus Y 
ſhall leaue it. Oure fathers dpde inuente it, and we ſu⸗ 
Qtepne it. that be they chyldzen, aud foz plle, it Call abyde 
to our heyzes. J ſape to the one thynge, and J thynke 
F am not decepued therin. To endure ſo greate domage, 
and to no p2ofpte of the people, I thpnke it a greate foly 
in man, oꝛ els a great punyſhment of the goddis. Be the 
goddis ſoo iuſte in all iuſtice, and ſo true in all veritie that 
they wyll ſuffere vs withoute reaſone, to do pll in ſtrange 
landes, to whome we dydde neuer good, and in our owne 
 howſes to haue ſh:zewde tournes of them, to whome we 
haue alwape done goode Thele thpnges krende Coznez 
ltus, J haue wziteu to the, not bycauſe I thynke it nedeful, 
that thou ſhuldeſte knowe it: but mp ſpirite reſtethe in 
ſhewpnge of it. Panuytius my ſecretarpe wente to viſitte 
this lande, and on the waye J gaue hym thts letter, and 
F do ſende to the two hoꝛſes, I thynke they be good. The 
armoure and jewels, that J won on the Parthes, I haue 
departed them. Bowe be it. J ſende the a chariot of them. 
Mp wyfe Fauſtyne ſaluteth the, and ſendeth to thy wpfe a 
ryche glaſſe and an ouche of pzecious ones to thp dough⸗ 
ter: I beſeche the goddis, to gyue the good lyke and me 
a good deathe. Marcus thy loue wziteth to the Cozne⸗ 
itus his krende. i 
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¶ To Tozcates beyng at Gapette, in conſola⸗ 
tion of his banyſhement, 
C The ii. letter. 


— Atke of mount Celio, companion of the ein- 
A274 pire, to the Tozcate, bepnge at Gapette, pa- 
A tricien Romapn, ſalute to thy perſon, and ver⸗ 
tue and fozce agaynſt aduers koztune. It is a 
the monthes, ſythe J receyued thy letter, the 
whiche myne eyes myght not make an ende to rede, noz my 
handes to anſwere, J am ſo heup foꝛ thy heuyntſſe, fo pein 
full fo: thy peyn, and fo hurt with thy wounde, that where 
as thou wepeſt with thyne etes outwardlye, J weepe with 
my harte inwardly, J wote what difference is betwene the 
tree and the croppe, and the dzeme fro the trouthe: J here 
ol thy trauayles by ſtraunge perfons, and J fcle them in 
myn owne perlon. But where as true frendes be, the pey⸗ 
nes are in commen. The great tnfoztunes ought to be ſuf- 
fred foz one thynge, bycauſe they declare, who are the true 
frendes, J knowe by thy letter, howe thou arte banyſhed 
from Rome. and all thy goodes confyſcate, and that fo: 
pure heupneſſe thou arte ſpcke in thy body. J wolde go ſe 
the, and counſaple thy perſon, bycauſe that thou myghteſt 
ſee, with what hatte and wyll, J doo wepe foz thy mylad⸗ 
uenture. But pt᷑ thou take me foz thy trewe frende, beleue 
me, as J beleue the, that is, howe moche J keele thy mpy\- 
aduenture. Ok trouth, as thou arte banpſhed bodyly, loo 
am J banythed inwardiye in mp harte. And pf thy goo⸗ 
des 02 ſubſtaunte be taken awaye fro the. J am robbed of 
a good krende and companpon. And yf thou lackeſte thy 
frendes, I am abydpnge amonge myne enmies. Thougy 
Impght remedy by wozkpnge of my power, thy banyſh⸗ 
ment: pet I wyll counſaple thy ſptrite with certayn * 
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Ik J be not fozgetfull, I neuer ſawe the contente in this 
Iyfe : bycauſe thou were euer beſpe in thy pꝛoſperitie, and 
wery of any aduerſitie. And as now: I ſe the diſpayze, as 
though thou were but newe come into this woꝛlde. J haue 
knowen the this. xxxii.yeares in great ioye: and now thou 
complayneſt of. bi. monethes, that foztue hathe tourned 
her whele. O Tozcate, nowe thou mapſt knowe, that ver⸗ 
tuous men, feare moze two dayes of pꝛoſperitie than two 
hundzed of aduerle foztune. O howe manye menne, and 
howe many ryche cities haue thou and J ſene; flyppe fro 
their pꝛolperities, thꝛoughe thepze vicyous lpupnge and 
ſtraunge enmities In ſuche wyſe;that theyꝛ vaynglozye 
and ſlypper pꝛoſperitie, endured but two dayes : and the 
hurtes and loſſe that they haue hadde, and the cruell and 
extreme enmities, the whiche alſo that they haue wonne; 
laſteth to this daye in theyꝛ heires. Contrarye wyſe, we ſee 
ſome ſet in the heyght of tribulations, the which haue eſca⸗ 
ped by caſtynge awaye vytes, clothynge them with ver⸗ 
tues, wery of cupll warkes, folowinge goodnes , bepnge 
frendes to all, and ennemies ta none. What wylte thou 
that I ſhulde ſay mot: They that are happpe, are ouer⸗ 
come in peate, and they that are vnhappye, do ouercomme 
other in warre. Therkoꝛe my frende Toꝛcate, it ſemeth to 
me, no leſſe neceſſite, to gyue good counlaple, than to pꝛolſ⸗ 
per with great pꝛolperitie, to rcemedy them that ate in gret 
heuineſſe. Foz as wery ate they, that go the playn waye, as 
they that coſteth the hyghe mountaynes, By thy letter J 
perceiue, that what tyme thou hopedſt to haue ben in moſt 
quietnes and reſt, this pll foztune and chaunce fell. on the, 
Be not abaſhed therof , Foz: though that all newe chaun⸗ 
ces cauſeth newe thoughtes paeſently, vet therby cometh 
moꝛe cauſe of ſtedfaſtnes in tyme to come. Certaynlye the 
tree beareth not lo moche frutte; there as it ſpzyngeth _ 
a 
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as it dothe whan it is newg ſet u an otheꝝ piace And all 
good ſmelles are moze odoꝛyfexous, if then be well medled 
and chaufed togythar. I niave thetellme, abs dunge in the 
wozlde beynge a chelde of thefame, andlaypuge the wozld 
what hopeſt thou to haus ot᷑ the wozlde,.hug-woxldpthyn- 
ges the wozlde ſhall al wayes be the woxe. It this houre 
thou arte wozldly.and (halt he wozldly and ſhalt be entres 
ted as the woꝛlde is accuſtamed to entisate theym that be 
wozldly. Jfthouknewede thy ſelfe and thy weakeneſſe, uf 
thou kneweſt foꝛtune and har nuts ton t thou knoweſke 
the men and theyꝛ malyces;if-thoy;hneweltthe woꝛlde, and 
the flaterynge therok, thou woldeſt yeyſe the: frohe hande 


cherok with honoure, and notbeghaipled with infamye. 
O howe we hope to ſpzede by foꝛtune: O how often with 


gut reſpecte — vaſe ting lyfe⁊ M home aten 
we truſte tbe dobaunce ots wende z andi zul theeiu 

ed mann A lan it not by 
cauſe I haue hard it ſayde ndꝶ becauſe F haus redde it in 


- bokes : but foz we ſeit daꝝly with oux eyes, ſomme decaye 


and leſe they gaodeg, other tall and Jooſe;theyz- credence, 


ſome fallan band leeſetherz bene ur, and: atheraryſe 


aud joſe thend lyuen and ſome thynns that Ae free by: 


- pzygelege, where aa neuet none were pꝛꝝxupleged. O my 


treude Toꝛtate:; ot one thynge Jam tcertapne, and let eue⸗ 
ry man take it foꝛa waruyng : Men y whom we be hozne 
be of ſo.yli dyſpoſttion, and the marlde 0 fierſe anb cruell. 
with wheme watuue aud the ginge fernente foatune (0; 
kult of nopſon that they-hutte-v&:ith then fete, hte vs 
with they? teethe, and ſcratehe vs wh theyꝛ nayles, and 


ſmelle vs with they; poyſon, ſos that the paſſynge of the 


lpfe ts no leſſe than takynge of: deathe ; And in caſe thou 
haſte ſens ſomme ipus longs without any falle ozfoztune, 
chuntengtit is weit fozit ame by good e 15 
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the moꝛe his vll foꝛtune. Che wende is ſo malicious, that 
il we take not hede to pzepare agatnſt his wzinches, if wyl 
vuerthzows vs to dur greattet loſſe and hurte. Moche fo: 
ier dye they that bene heichtull with the infitniitts q ſytk⸗ 
nes ot few days than they that de weke with theyꝛ lagour 
of many perẽs. I ſay this bycuuſe J holde it fo moſt fure- 
tte, that the mylerable manne, that maye not lyue without 
myſeries, ſhulde fele the peynes dy lyttell and lyttell and 
not all at ones. Vt eate diuets thyng es by moꝛſels. which 
— — pc dy⸗ 
gersVipes we lues dyuerg tranaples whiche all togyder 
wolde mukke an ende or ba one dape. And than ſythe the 
goddis wyll permytte, that thy myſtoꝛtune ſhall fall, and 
thar the vyiter of thy decayeonerflowe her chanell, a where 
thou weneſt to bextioſiire;thou ſhhalt be un greaten peryl 
—— — to ehentent that thou loſe 

why good rendume;thoukdh thdu hate loſte thy goodes 

01 ene Ppzapethe Toꝛcate, why com⸗ 
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thyn owne mother, thinkeſt thau than, that. foztune wylle 
gyue it the, whiche is thy vniuſte ſtepmother. Kepe this 
rule foz certapne, and neuer fozget it. chat ali natural cour 
ſes are ſubiectis to mutation euern exe. And all wozldely 
folb e that truſte on foꝛtune, hall ſuffre ęclypgeuery mo⸗ 
ment. And than ſith naturall thynges can not be alwapes 
in one caſe, ok neceſſitie the goddes ol Foztune muſte pe 
ryſhe, ſythe they be ſuperfluitie, Ryght vniuſte chulde the 
ryghtwyſe goddis be, yt they had made perpetuall that, 
whiche is domageable to ſo many: O that whiche is pꝛo⸗ 
kitable, ta haue created it fallpble. J wyll ſpeake none 
ol thy pꝛoſperitie in tymes paſte, hut nowe J wyl comme 
to the banyſhement that thou ſuffreſt pꝛeſentlp. Huſpe⸗ 
cious foꝛtune made a fayze at thy gate, knowyng what 
the ſodle: and thou wyſt not what thou boughteſt 3 Dh 
made a dere bargaynezand ſolde 4t dere to the , ſhech 

gyuen. the ſowze foz ſwete, andi the ſwete is Kourned inte 
ſowzeneſſe fo; the:ſhe hath gyuen the puyll foꝛ good and 
hath;tourned thy good to yl Ind fynallyſhehath:bygyled 
the at a iuſte pꝛyce, not wenyng to the that qe wolde haus 
done the domagerand mann (be was malicious in 
ſellyngeto dhe dhe were no leſſs og lyſche in ehe wenns 
therof;fazthemoze there is in-foztunes; happe; che mene 
ſuſpecte is the marchandyſe . O how vnhappy! be wer fog 
in that market isnothyng ſold; but lyes. And che trufeth 
nothynge dut vpon- the pledges of gur rengume: and at. 
taſte nl not be pande hut with the ſhutte gf qui lyfe, and 
thats the moſtegreatteſte and myſcheinile woynde. Jt 
is ag openiy knowen to euery man as to the;that where 
as they thynke not to leeſe theyz wares; falſe Foztune in 
that they purpoſe, to they myſſhappe lyeth an a wayte, and 
is redy to bye them. Thou makeſte me very ſoze abaſhed 


Toꝛcate. N haus reputed the ryghte wyſe and vertuo ng 
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And nowe J take che fo; atoft fodle. Ju good ldthe whan 
Iſawe the pongein Gaßette, J iudged the wozthy to go⸗ 
uerne Nometandnowrhat the atte olde, thou deſerueſte 
vothyng bit to se. aan a galepas u fcalue O howe ma 
wpithiphges ate wet tw Ulestwe u man bye There is ndt lo 
dyghes toppe st hdi but if is kroden with ktrte nine 
ſdo depe a.ſte, hut it is ſoundeth with leade, Ind in a hun 
dzed peres ond manne can not artapne to knowe an other 
mannes harte; Tell me A pꝛape che, whartokedſte thou 
fox E körtune, after is &teatte welthe Kyuynge tö the 
moitde while ro beth dhe Wozld ! The chyldzen se vitiiite 
Jos and walke-f6'Tonge, that at läſte heit bilozdpnatt 
delyze tan not take fro he woꝛlde theyz antoke vilanyes 
undchamfulnes the whiche foztune dothe not with chem 
death vepſey unte the ſkyss] whynkeſt than, that 
Ghaiſbowowith ite td che iobeſte parties O kole To 
ety, Gbk#g{teſts chen Wo peilſe dhe ſee without pripll, to 
eate flelſthe Bithviite* bones ke Sjþneke Wyne withoute 
des te whldo in the wapes tichvitefyndpnge ſtones, to 
dy wheat wirhh den ehalke⸗ In good ſoth : ik thou 
teſt ed dx pk doors eee ee ; 
nende bene withous rar go⸗ 
eva gots, wald pte bitte; whar-choiwtpdeft' hops 
to do, ſythe ſo16hge fealdii How halte made a kace in the 
wozlde. rx; pire thou haſt bem in the grare or the wozlde 
notes it is tym tro hendkoꝛth to kal at me ditro de ſher⸗ 
e ee een e eee wut tus 
yeres 6f$68d pjofperntie's Musene Bityitanms but one⸗ 
iy pre. Abell Bynge of the Laredemontens⸗ Kyu utrets 
kynge ol the Caldeens. ii. Mexander kpnge ol the Gre⸗ 
hes. iu. Amylear the great of Catthage but two und our 
Sapas Cefar Romapn but out onely,'and many befoze 
and ſythe not one eke: and lyth chou K = 
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unowen of lpnage, the groͤſleſte of vnderſtanſdpeige, aud 
the leaſt . — darkeſt of kame; and che moſt wende 
tn merites : hevefoze than complapneſt thou on. foztune? 
If thou haddeſt ben vertuoulena altheſe;rrr::peres, thou 
haddeſt neuer eaten without thoughte, noz neuer ſpoken 
without ſuſpoction do; depte without ſtertyng, thinking 
what thou haddeſt to do, and wherin koztune myghte be 
gyle the. He that is ſo longe beſette aboute with. lo many 
enemies, I caa not tell howe he ſhulde take any ſure flepe, 
Ah Toꝛtate Tozcatt che wonlde hach ſo many kalles, and 
we knowe fe pl howe to contyuueamonge them, that be 
woꝛldlp, that ſcantih we ate fallen 'whan our handes and 
fete lyke ſtlaues beſo faſt tyed, that we can not loſe. them 
It fylleth dur perſons, full of vices, ſtrengtheth our ſine⸗ 
wes to wickedneſſe, weaketh our hartes in vertues and fy 
nally tendꝛeth our ſpirits in à traunte, and maſeth our 
vnderſtandynge aud chaungech our taſte, and ſufferethe 
bs as beaſtes to ſhewe sur eùylles that we fele with way- 
longes, all though as men we durſte not ſhew it. And that 
this is true, it appereth, that whanne we ſee, that we loſe, 
we lamonte and complapne:and none can helpe hym ſelfe. 
ThisTmallieffon J w2yte to the;to the ende thou chuldeſt 
ye in leſſe thought; The hoꝛle colte that thou dyddeſte 
ſende inejleapeth very wel: he ſpanyell that thou ſente 
to me:is welk, dut he is wylde: the calke was verye fatte, 
and J wolde haue eaten it fozthwith, but my wyfe Fau⸗ 
ſtyne veſily pꝛapen me to cepentiand thynketh that it was 
ſtolen in a gardeyne. ende to the. u.. ſerters foꝛ to 
ſutcout the in thy crauaztes;Xnd as touchyng thy bany- 
ſhement, at tyme conuenient J (halt biſpatch thy maters 
with the ſenate. The confolation of the goddes, and the 
loge of man be with the To:cace.The ſodeynnes of euils 
andthe pze ol the futies be ſperate froo me Marcus — 
N relius 
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relius.Fauſtywemy wpfe greteth the:and in lyke wiſe fro 
her patte and ours, to thy mother in lawe, and thy wyfe 
haue vs recommended.Marc of Rome m 1 wier 
tynge to Coꝛcate of Gapette: 7 440 prect 


(CAletter ent to Domitius of Capueto m- 
kozte hym in his baniſhement, 
N * fourth letter, 


Are 0:atour Romapn, bome on mount 
F/ ceuo, to the Domittan of Capue ſalute 
and. conſolation of the goodis conſola- 
| YN by tours. In this ryght colde wynter there 
1 „. aroſe in this lande a myghty great wynd 
| — N and by reaſon of the great wpade aroſe 
great quantitie of waters, and the wa⸗ 
ters haue cauſed. great humidites, and great humidities 
bzede diuers malidies and diſeaſes: and amonge all the 
infirmities of this lande, J haue the goute in my hande, 
and the ciatica in my legge. Foꝛ the helth of my wyfe Fau 
ſtine I can neyther go noz wzyte, I ſaye it bycauſe J can 
not wzpteto the ſo longe as the cauſe mold requpꝛe and as 
thy thankes meryteth, and mp deſpze coueteth. It is ſhe: 
wed me, that by occaſion of a hoꝛʒs thou haſt had ſtrif with 
Patricio thy neyghbour,z that thou art banyſhed fro Ca 
pue,and ſet in the pꝛyſon Mamartyn. Thy goddes are cõ 
fiſked,and thy chyldzenbanyſhed;thp houſe caſte downe, 
and thy neuewe is putte out o. the ſenate, and-bapyſſhed 
the ſenate foꝛ. x. percs. It is tulde me, that all the daye 
thou wepeſt, and wakeſt by nyght: in company thou dieſt, 
and doeſt loue to reſte ſolytarilye : Thou hateſt pleaſure, 
and loueſt penſpuenes, Ind J haue no maruaple : foz the 
Ny Aren hartes lyue with teares and weppnge, _ be 
merp 
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merp ⁊ laugh in dyenge, J am ryght ſozy to ſe the loſt: but 
moche moe, that foz ſo malle a thynge thou ſhulde be caſt 
awap, as foz a hozs to leſe al thyn eſtate. O howe vartable 
is foztune,and howe ſoone a myſaduenture kalleti befo2e 
our eies : oꝛtune gyueth theſe euyls;#weſee it not: with 
her handes ſhe toucheth vs, and we kele it not :ſhe tredeth 
bs vnder feete,and we knowe hit not: ſhe ſpeaketh in oure 
cares, and we here her not: che crieth alowde vnto vs, and 
we vnderſtande her not: and this is bycauſe we wyll not 
znowe het: and fyrially, whan we thynke we are moſte ſu⸗ 
reſt, than ate we in mooſte peryll. Trouth it is, that with a 
lyttell wynde, the frupte fallethe fro the tree :and with a 
lpttell ſparcle the houfe is ſette a fp2e : a ſmall rocke bzea- 
keth a greatte ſhyppe:and with alptell ſtone the legge is 
hurte. ſape that oftentyme of that we feare not, comethe 
gteate perylle. In a cloſe Fiſtula, rather than in an open, 
hr furgyens donbte the perylle. In depe ſtyll waters the 
flote feareth moze than in the greatte hye wawes: Okt ſe⸗ 
crete enbufſhement, rather than of open armies, the warri⸗ 
our doubtẽthe. J wyll not onely ſape of ſtraungers, bur ot 
his owne pꝛopze, not of ennempes, but of frendes, not ot 
trewelle warre, but of peace, not of open domage oz ſlaun⸗ 
der, but of ſecrete peryll and myſcheyke. a wyle man oughte 
to beware. Howe manye haue we ſene, that the chaunces 
of Foztune coulde not abate, and pet within a ſhozt whyle 
after, vnwarenes with greatte ignomynious ſhame hath 
oterth;owen them: J wolde wytte of the, what reſte can 
a perſone haue, that truſtethe euer vpon the p2oſperite dt 
foztune,(ythe foz ſo lyght a cauſe we haue ſene ſo greatte a 
ſtryfe in Rome; and ſuche a loſſe to thy howſe⸗ Sepnge 
that J ſee, I wyll not feare the wyndes of her trauaples, 
noz beleue in the elereneſſe of her pleaſours noꝛ her thun⸗ 
ders ſhall not feate me. noz wil truſt vpon her flatteringes 
0 no; 
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no; thanke her foꝛ that ſhe leueth with me, no; be ſoꝛye fo; 
that ſhe taketh froo me, noz. wake fo2 any trouthe that ſhe 
ſapthtome,no7ryle fo:any of her leaſpyges noꝛ lawghe 
to rp thyng that ſhe deſpzeth of meno2 wepe fog gyuing 
me leaue;;Ffthoyhnoweſt not thecauſe of this, {hal tel 
the. Our lyfe is ſo doudtefull, and foztune ſo way warde, 
that ſhe doth not al wape thzeate in ſtrykynge, noz ſtryketh 
in thꝛetnynge. The wyſe man goeth not ſoo temperately, 
that he thynketh ateuery ſteppe to falle, nozlyue; wich ſo 
ſmall a thought: to thynke to oyerthzowe in euerp plapne 
pathe, Fozoftentymes falſe foztune ſhaketh her weapon, 
and ſtrx keth not, and an other tyme ſtryketh without cha; 
kynge. Beleue me ok one thynge Domitius, That parte 
ok the lyfe is in mooſte pexyll, whan with lyttell thoughte 
oz cate men thynke them ſelfe moſte ſure, Mylt thou ſe the 
trouth therof. Call to thy mynde Hercules, that ſeaped fro 
many perylles by ſee and by lande, and pet dyed betwene 
his lẽmans armes. Laomedon peryſhed not vnder Trop, 
but was ſlapnein his houſe; Greate Alexander dyed not 
tw makynge warrequeralltheearthe,buthe endeth with a 
lyttelt peplon. The couragious Caius Ceſar ſaued hym 
ſelle in. lui. battayles, and after in the ſenate was. ſlapne 
with. xrxu.ſtrokes of pennyues. Aſclipio hꝛother of Pom 
pete peryſbed not flotynge. xxu. pere bppon the ſee, but he 
was dꝛowned after in dꝛawynge water at a welle, Tenne 
. eapitains that Scipio had with hym in Aſfrie, that van 
quyſhed many harde batayles, as they were mockynge on 
a bzydge:they fel fro the bzidge,and;were dzowned; Good 
Dꝛzuſio that had ouercome the Barthes,, the day of his tri 
umph, goyng to his chatpot, there felle a tyle that cleaue 
afonder his heed.ſo that vayne glo was, the ende of hig 
good lyfe. Hat (huld J tekthe moꝛe: Thou knoweſt wel 
that Lucye mp ſyſtet hauyng a nedel on her boſom, plays 
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enge with her chylde betwene her armes the chylde with 

his hande hytte the nedell ſuche a ſtroke into her bodpe, 

that he ſlewe his mother. Gneo Ruffyn the conſulle, ſente 
ageinſte the Germapns , of our tyme was lo valyaunte in 
armes, that none of our pꝛedeceſſours ſurmounted hym: 

pet he kymbynge his olde whyte heares, one of the teethe 
of the combe entred into his heed, wherby grewe an im⸗ 
poſtume, by occaſpon wherok he ended his honozable lyfe 
fo: ſoo ſmall a caſe. Howe ſemethe the Domitius? Js J 

do tell the of fo ſmall a nombze, I coude recpte infynite ex 
' amples.what myſfoztunes fell after good foztunes.. what 
miſchaunce after great glozie, what myſaduenture after 
greate happe, what greatte eupll they take of theyz deathe, 
after the hegynnynge of greatte welthe in the lyfe , J be- 
inge as they,knowe not what to deſpze, but they beinge 
as J am,wpl rather chuſe the ſabourours and honozable 
deathe, than an yll death, and an honourable lpfe. To mp 
ſemynge he. that wylle be a man amonge men, and not a 
beaſte a monge beſtes, oughte to trauayle ſoze to lyue well; 
and moche moze to dye better. Foz at the fynall ende an 
ll dethe putteth great doubte of the good lyke: and the 
good detheerecuteth thy pil ipfe,J haue wzitten to the at 
thebegynnynge of my letter, that by reaſon of the humy⸗ 
dities, the gowte greueth me plle. But to ſatisfpe thy de⸗ 
ſpze, I wolde fayne wꝛite with my hande moze at lengthe. 
Two dapes the loue that J beare to the, hath faught with 
the peyne that J endure, My wylle wolde wzite, but my 
fyngers can not holde my penne. The remedp ts, ſithe J 
map not as J wolde, that thou wylte take as thyne owne, 
that J map do, as myne owne dede. Fauſtine my wyfe la 
luteth the, who by reaſon of my dyſeaſes, is halfe ylle at 
eaſe, It is ſhewed her, that thou haſte greatte peyne of a 
hurte of thy kace:ſhe hathe lente the a — 
'L T that 
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that thy hurt ſhall not appere in thy viſage, It thou cant 
fynde auy grene almondes oz new nuttis. Fauſtine pꝛay⸗ 
eth the to ſende her ſome by this bearer. J haue but lyttell 
ſtoze of money, therfoze I lende the a gowne, and thy wyfe 
a kpztell. No moze but I pzay the goddis to gyue the that 
F deſire foz the: and to gpue ine, that thou deſireſte foʒ me. 
And beſyde, that J do wzite to the with iny hande, I gyue 
to the myne owne pꝛopꝛe harte. | 


Fletter ſente fro the Emperour to Claudius and 
Clandine his wyfe,bycauſe they being 
olde, lyued as ponge perſous, 
¶ The. v.letter. 


RIF = Ake of mount Celio to the Claudtus and 
74 & Claudine huſbande and wpfe,dwelipng in 
my warde, J deſpze helthe, ſendynge pou 


Ithis letter. The trouthe is, bycauſe pe are 
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many thynges, the which were done in Rome: and among 
other, he ſhewed me one thynge, that canſed me to laugh, 
whan J hard it: and yet it was ryght greuous tome, wha 
JF thought theron. Somme thynges we take ſodenly in 
ſpozte and mockerie, the whiche afterwarde, well conſide⸗ 
red, maketh vs very ſozye. Ye ſhewed me, howe that ye 
ſeme to every man right auncient, and very pong in your 
doinge: foꝛ you arap pour ſelfe dayly with newe apparell, 
as pe ſhulde go to weddynges: and where as men do ho⸗ 
nour you as ancient perſons, ye ſhewe pour felfe wanton: 
and whan kolke renne to ſe gewgawes, ye ar not the laſte. 
There is no lyghtnes in Rome, but it ts regeſtred in pour 
houſe, Thus pe gpue pour ſelfe to pleaſures, as they that 
thinke neuer to haue diſpleaſure, Ind fynallp, whanne ye 
ſhuldelpfte vp pour handes, ye entre newely into the wa- 
ges of the wozlde. Truely my neyghbours and frendes, to 
ſpeake with dewe reuerence, J am aſhamed of pour vn- 
ſhamefaſtnes, and am no leſſe ſozy foz your fautes. There 
be dyuers greuous faultes, that are made lyghte by the 
honeſte withdzawynge of them. And ſome other that are 
but ſmall faultes, and fyndpng no ways to leaue them, are 
eſtemed verp great. Bp all the goddis, J can fynde none 
occaſion, how foz to excuſe pour euylles: but I ſee tnowe, 
wherwith to condempne theym. Ttoherfoze pardon me, pf 
that I ſeme vnhoneſte to ſpeake ſo moch, whan pe be not 
honeſt in pour lyuyng. In good ſothe J denaye not, but 
that thou Claudius haſte bene ryght free and liberalle of 
thy perſon, and thou Claudine ryght fapze of viſage, and 
many perſons fo2 the beautie of thy koꝛhed haue ben curt⸗ 
ous to haue had the to wyfe, but J wold wit of the pouthe 
of the one, and beautie of the other, in vſpng alt your liues 
in vanitie, what goodly trinkettes pe hope to were in the 
liraitues of the Sepulchꝛe. O great koles, ve a _ — 
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Do vou not know pet, that the tyme lleeth with moupng 
of wynges ! The lyke trauayleth on her way without Iyf- 
tynge of her fete: koꝛtune ſtetceth her without ſtyꝛrynge 
her armes, the wozlde voydeth it felfe ſapenge nothyng, 
the flelſhe conſumeth without felynge, and our gloꝛye pal 
ſeth as it neuer had ben: and fynally deth aſſayleth vs er 
euer he knocke at the gate. Certaynely it is impoſſpble foz 
to make ſynewes of blode, of vepnes to make bones, of a 
craggy rocke a plapne wap, and ot᷑ poſſpble to make tmpoſ 
ſyble. I meane that none ſhall thynke but that the grene⸗ 
nes of youthe (ſhall waſte and wydder in age. O wozlde, 
what a wozld art thou: ſo lyttell is our fozce;and our weke 
nes ſo great, that without reſyſtynge dꝛowneſt vs wpyl: 
lyngly in the depenes of thy peryllous whyzlepoole: and 
hydeſt vs in the thyckeſt of thy mountapnes, and leadeſt 
vs out of the bzode way, wandzynge by thy narow pathes 
and bꝛyngeſt vs into the rugged waye. J do meane that 
they that be greateſt in fauout, thou bꝛyngeſt into daun⸗ 
ger, to the entente that with one ſtroke of thy foote, thou 
mapſt ouerth:zowe them. O wozlde.lit, pere J haue benne 
in the, and pet thou neuer ſaydeſt one trouthe to me, and 
J haue taken the with. x. M. lyes. I neuer deſyzed any 
thynge ok the, but thou dyddeſt pꝛomyſe hit me, but thou 
neuer gaueſt me anp thynge pzomyſed me. J neuer treted 
with the, but thou begyledſte me: J neuer arrpued at the, 
but thou loſte me: neuet ſawe thynge in the wherby J 
ſhulde loue the. Foꝛ all that we ſein the is wozthy to be 
abhozred, Ind beſyde this J wote not what is the wozld, 
O what faut is injivs thy woꝛldely wzetches : Foz pf thou 
ha te bs, we date not hate the:yf thou bzaule with vs, we 
muſte be ſtylle:yf thou ſpurne at vs, we muſte ſuffre the: 
if thou beate vs with a ſtaffe, we ſaye nothynge: And yet 
pk thou woldeſt haue vs gone, we wyll not go, And „ 
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ok all is, that we hadde rather ſerue the foz nothyng with 
trauaple, thanne the goddis with pꝛayer and teſt. J ſwere 
to the by the immoztall goddis, that oftentumes J make 
accompte of my peres paſſed:and an other tyme J reuolue 
my bookes, to ſee what J haue redde. Ind lykewiſe J de⸗ 
maund ot my frendes, to gyue me counſel to know, _ 
in it is that Þ wo lde ſpeake. J beynge at Rhodes, redynge 
KRhetoꝛique, My lozde Adztan kepynge me there, at the 
age ok. xxi, pere, my ponge fleſhe, and no leſſe weake than 
tender, at the fyzſte wozke J found ſolytarineſſe, and the 
ſolytar ineſſe with lybertie adozed the wozlde: In adozyng 
J kelte it, in felyng J folowed it. in folowynge Jouertoke 
it. in quertakynge J toke it, in takynge J pꝛoued it, in pꝛo⸗ 
uynge Itaſted it, in taftynge J kound it bytter, in fyndyng 
it bytter, I hated it, in hatynge it, J felte it, in leaupnge 
it, it retourned, and retournynge J recepued it. And in 
this maner.lit. yeres, we haue eaten of one bzeade, and 
dwelled in one houſe, wha J ſawe it diſpleſed, J ſerued it 
whan it ſawe me thouShcfull it chered me, whan J ſawe 
it in pꝛoſperitie, I demaunded it, whan it ſawe me merp, 
it begpled me. And thus we be togyther vnto this day, not 
gyuynge me leaue too goo, noꝛ J wyllynge to departe fro 
it. O woꝛlde, thou haſt ſo many countenaunces in the va⸗ 
nitie, that thou leadeſt all wandzynge iu vnſtablenes. 

Syth we luffer the to take vs, thou wylt neuer deliuer vs 
if we withdzaw our fete fro the ſnare of foztune, fozthwith 
thou fettereſt our legges faft with p2ons : and if by chance 
we kyle the pꝛons, anone thou manaclefte our handes:and 
though the way be ſtrapte, the pathe ſharpe, the iournepe 
longe, and our fleſhe weake, pet our bodies are euer laden 
wih vices, and our hartes fulfplled with thoughtes and 
penſpuenes, Ok one thynge J haue great meruaple, and 


I tan not deyyſe what it is:without any tonſtrapnte to the 
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contratp, we go ſurely ouer the bʒydge, and yet we wyll go 
an other waye: and though the ſame waye be fare. yet we 
wpll aduenture into the gulkre: ifthe wapes be dꝛye, yet 
wyll we go thꝛoughe the dyzte and mpze and plaſſhe: ha⸗ 
upnge meate foꝛ our lpupnge we ſerche foz poyſon to kyll 
vs: we ſerche to be loſt, and may be aſſured : withoute in- 
tereſt we commytte ſynne, ſeynge pepne commpnge with⸗ 
all: and fpnally, to the entente that we ſhoulde be taken 
fo2 good, we ſhote at the whyte of vertues, and hytte the 
butte of vyces. One thynge J conkeſſe, though it be mpne 
owne ſhame, Peraduenture in tyme to come it ſhal be pꝛo⸗ 
fytable to ſomme other. In. l. peres of mp Iyfe, J wolde 
p;oue all the vpces of this Iyfe, to ſee if any thinge might 
haue ſatis fied the humayn malyce: Ind after J had ſene 
all thynge, J founde, that the moze Þ dydde eate, the moze 
F dyed foꝛ hungre: The moze J liepte, the mozeflugaye 
F was: the moze J dzanke, the moze thyzſte J hadde, the 
moze J reſted, the moze werpe J was: the moze good J 
hadde, the moe couetous J was: the moze J ſoughte, the 
leſſe J founde: And finally J neuer toke pepne foz any 
thynge, but J was tuer lette: and thanne anone J hadde 
appetite to an other, Lette no man thynke to lpue in the 
lleſhe, and fatisfie the fleſhe. It hath power to take fro vs 
our lyte: and we haue no power to take from it the difoz- 
dinate couetyſe. I wolde fapne knowe of the goddis, why 
our dayes ſhulde haue an ende. O cruelle goddis, what 
is this: We can neuer paſſe one good lykes dap, we do but 

taſte it, and ſo paſſeth our Iyfe, and Iyfe is but a dzeame, 

and dethe waketh it. Lette euery manne knowe, that the 
wozlde taketh our wyll, and we with our good wyll gyue 
ie therto: and it takethe our wplle to the ende to contente 
vs, and pꝛayſe that we pzapſe, and the tyme paſfeth ſoo, 
that we ipue after the curled tyme, To atteyne _— | 
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wehane good deſire, but to atteyne to bices we putte to all 
our warkes. This haue J ſayde foz you Claudius and 
Claudine, that in thze ſcoze yeres, pe wylle not pſſue noz 
goo oute of the pzyſonae of the wozlde: Haupnge youre 
keete putrifped with yꝛons and chapnes, %ohat is thanne 
to be hoped of yonge perſonnes, whiche be of fpue and 
twenty peres olde? Excepte my memoꝛpe faple- me, whan 
F was with you, ye hadde pour neuewes, ſonnes of pour 
cyyldzen marped, and nyeces, doughters of pour dough- 
ters maryed: and me thynkcth, whan theguynes comme, 
the ſeaſon of cherpes is not comme: and whan the newe 
wyne is tounned: the dꝛye hulkes are caſte out. Canne pe 
ſuffre dyuers neuewes, ſonnes to pour chpldzen, in youre 
howle, and fewe peres in pour perſones? Uerp ſeldome 
we ſee fruite and the loweres- togyther: foz whanne the 
one is rype, and tn ſeaſon, than the other is cleane goone 
and auopded. enn 
¶ In this caſe J thynke greate maruaple, howe pe can 
be of manpe peres: and ſeeme to be ponge. A knowe none 
other thpnge, but whanne pe marped Lambert, vour own 
doughter to Dꝛuſio, and Matrpne youre nyece, - dough⸗ 
ter of pour doughter, with Lambert that were all lytt ell 
and ponge chyldzen : and ſythe that ye be ol a good aege, 
and lacke good, ye maye gyue vnto eche of them twenty 
peres of poure aege, iu ſtede of they; dowzie. And ſoo ye 
Call vnlade you of poure peres,and charge you with other 
mennes goodes and ſubſtaunce. Noo lelle this mattier 
paſſeth tn thoughte, than the ſhozte clothe doothe in a 
falſe weuers handes. Pe haue ſtrapned it on the tentours, 
and dꝛawen it on the perche, foz to lengthen the Iyfe, It 
pe were made kayze and clere cozdwatners ware, and ſwete 
of ſauiour, that pe myghte be dzawen out at lengthe; hit 
were welle done, but pe are but as frupte of almondes, 
f ſemynge 
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ſempnge dꝛie without, and wozme eaten within. Foz the 
loue that J haue to you, and foz nepghbourheed that pe 
haue had with me, Þ deſpꝛe ſtyll krendſhyppe ok you, that 
Iyke as I knewe pou ponge and verp ponge, ſo to knowe 
vou olde and verp olde. ay not that pe ſurmoũt in age, 
but your wytte fapleth pou. O Claudius and Claudine, 
A wylle ye knowe, that to ſuſtepne pouthe, and to deface 
age, to length the lyke, and dꝛyue awape dethe : it is not in 
mennes handes that deſpze hit: it is the goddis that doo 
gpue it, whiche accozdynge to iuſtyce and our couetyſe gp 
ueth vs lyke by weyghte, and deathe without meaſure,ye 
may know, that our nature is cozruptton of our body, and 
our bodye is putrifactionof our wptte, and our wytte is 
guyde to our ſoule, and our ſoule is mother of our deſp- 
res, and our deſpꝛes are lleers of our youthe, @ourpouth 
token of out age. and our age ſpye of our dethe. anddethe 
the houſe of our lte, wherinto youth goethe on fote, and 
from age we can not flee on ho2s backe. J wolde wyttea 
thinge of you: what fyude ye in this Iyfe : wherfoze dothe 
Iyfe content pou after. lxxx . peres of age: eyther pe haue 
ben good 02 yll:yf ye haue ben good and vertuous ye ſhall 
not retopce you with ll goddys :yf pe haue ben it, thau 
as well deſpze death, to thentente ye ſholde be no moze yll: 
ozels iuſtlo pe myght be ſlapn by tuſtyce . Foz he that hath 
benyll tyll.lx.peres of age, in hym ther is no hope of a⸗ 
mendmẽt. X0han the couragious gret Pompete; # Catus 
Ceſar were ennemies, and beinge tn cruell ciuil battaples 
Rome was inkamed, a them ſelfe loſte. The annales ſhew, 
that ſuche as came in fauour of Julius Ceſar, cam out of 
the veſt; and the ſuccours ot Pompeie out of the eaſte, a⸗ 
monge other there came certayne people out of Barbarte, 
dwellyng amonge the mountayns Riffees toward Inde: 
Their cuſtome was, whan they came to thage of 
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to make great fyꝛes, and bʒenne them ſelfe quycke in ſacri⸗ 
fyce to theyr goddis, and the ſame daye the parentes and 
chyldzen wolde make great feaſtes,and eate of the fleſſhe 
halfe bzente and dꝛynke wyne with theaſhes of the bones, 
This was lene with the eies of Pompet, bicauſe that in 
accompleſhed the peres of fpftye in the campe. O golden 
wo:lde ,wherin were ſuche men. O happy people, that ſom 
all the wozldes to come, haue left ſuch a memozye of them, 
Thep diſpiſed the wo;lde,and fozgatte them ſelfe. What 
ſtrokes gane they to koꝛtune: What delytes foz the fleſhe 
and howe lytell ſette they by thepz lyues, and pet moze, to 
ſet ſo ſmall ſtoze by deathe: O what bꝛidel was this foꝛ the 
vicious, and what hope foz the vertuous, what confuſion 
fo: them that loued this lyfe, and what enſaumple, not to 
feare death, haue they left vs? Ind ſithe they diſpiſed thepz 
owne pꝛopꝛe lyfe:it is then to be thoughte, that they dyed, 
not to thentente to take other mens goodes to thynke that 
our lyte neuer (hall haue ende, therkoze our couetyſe neuer 
hath ende. O glozyous people, and. x. M. tymes bleſſed, 
that lefte they; ſenſualitie and vanquyſhed thepꝛz naturall 
wyll, beleue not that ye ſe, but gyue fapthe to that ye ne⸗ 
uer ſaw, as they that ſe nothynge go agaynſt the fatal de- 
ſtenies: who goeth agapnſte the waye of foztune, gyue a 
wꝛynche to the lpfe,robbe the body at the dethe wynne ho⸗ 
nour of the goddis, not that they ſhulde length your Iyfe 
but to take the reſte of the lyfe. Archagatus ſurgien, and 
Anthonius the philitien, and Elculapius the father of me 
dicines, I thpnke wanne but lyttell in that lande. 
Who commanded theſe Barbariens to take ſirope in the 
moznyng.and to take pylles at nyght,and to refreſhe them 
with mylke, to take clere barly to annoynt thepʒ lyuers, to 
daye to be lette blode and to moꝛowe to take a purgacton, 
to eate one thyng,z to abſtayn fro _ thynges! Than 
LY g me 
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me thynke. that they beynge of. l. pere of aege,and you ok 
lIxxx.at the leaſte, ſhulde beegall with them in wyſedome, 
And yf we wpl not take dethe in good wozth, pet at the leeſt 
amende the pll lpfe. I remembze well of a longe tyme, that 
Fabzicius out nepboute wplled vs, to beware of a mocke- 
rye,the whiche pf it be not bꝛoken, there ſhall folowe greate 
dyſſhonoure. And ſythe he ſhewed me foo good a leſſon, Þ 
wylle pape pou with the ſame monep. wplle ſhewe it pou, 
ik pe pooze aged folkes doo not knowe it, pe be ſuche, that 
poure epes are bleated, poure noſes dꝛoppynge, poure hea- 
res whyte, pour herynge dulle, youre tongue faulterynge, 
youre tethe waggynge, youre face wꝛyncled, vour fete ſwol 
len,yourſhulders croked,and pour ſtomoke diſtempered, 
finaily if the graues coulde ſpeake,they myght ryghtfullyp 
call foz pou to come, and inhabyte in them. Df trouthe it 
ts greate compaſipon to beholde ponge ingnozance, that o: 
pen thepꝛ eyes, to knowethe infoꝛtunes of this lyfe, whan 
it is tyme to cloſe them and to entre into the graue. Ind 
therof cometh, that it is in vayne to gyue coũſaple to vayn 
ponge people. Fo2 youth is Wout experiẽce of that itdoth, 
#1s (ulpect of that it herethe, a wyll not byleue that is ſayd - 
and diſpzayſeth other mens coũſel, is right pooꝛe of their 
owne. And therfoze J ſape Claudius and Claudyne, my 
frendes, I fynde withoute comparpſon, none ſo plle an ig⸗ 
nozaunce of goodnes, that holdeth theſe ponge perſonnes, 
as is the obſtinacy of theſe aged perſonnes in pll, The dif 
finition of plle, is a manne not to know that he oughte to 
knowe, pet it is woꝛs to haue the knowledge of wyledome, 
and to lyue lyke a bzute beaſte. O pe olde goutpe people, 
pe fozgette pour ſelfe, and renne tu poſte, after the lyfe, and 
ye neuer reg arde whatte ſhall falle, tyll ye be ſuche as ye 
wolde not, and without power to retourne backe: & herof 
cometh that pe lacke of lyte, pe wyll ſupplye it with 2 
an 
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Than awake pe that be flombzynge, haue no koꝛce to ſlepe, 
open your flepy epes, and accuſtome vou to do well: Take 
that is nedekull fo: pou:and finally appoynte pou betymes 
with deathe, oꝛ he make execution of pour lyfe. Lui. perts J 
haue knowen them of the woꝛld, yet Þ coulde neuer knowe 
none ſo olde, no; lo putrifyed in they} membzes, but that 
thepz hartes were hole to thynke vnhappyneſſe, and they; 
tongues hole to make lyes. Take hede, ye pooze olde per⸗ 
ſoirs, me thynke ſyth ſomer is paſt, ye haſte fozwarde with 
the tyme: and pf ye tarp a (mall ſeaſon, yet pe make haaſte 
to take lodgynge. I meane, that though pe haue paſte the 
day in the ſee with peryll, the nyght of death wyll take you 
at the pozte of helthe. Mockes do paſſe with mockynges, 
and trouthe with trouthe: though N haue ſene you ryghte 
ponge and hardy, nowe J ſe you very olde : Though the 
knyght paſſe his caurſe, pet it is not his faute, yf the hozſe 
be not well reyned: but at the ende of his courſe, he wylle 
trymme his hoꝛſe. Tet not that begyle you that of cuſtom 
bath begyled men: That is. pe ſhalbe as well eſtemed ther⸗ 
by, as though ve had moche money. J belene pe folow dy⸗ 
uers, and pet they all haue enuye at vou But trud me, that 
at the ende honour is gyuen to a yo3ge perſone pooze and 
vertuouſe, rather than to an olde perſon ryche + bycyaus, 
The ryche may haue power to be moꝛe eſtemed w th pooze 
people, and accompanyed with ryche and couetous: but 
the vertuouſe pooze perſon, ſhaibe better eſtemed and leſſe 
hated. What can be greatter confuſyon to a perſonne oz 
moze ſhame to oute mother Rome, than to ſe in dyuers pla 
ces, the olde people behaue and appoynte theym, as ponge 
kolke, as though they lyke the vpne leaues dyd newly bur⸗ 
geyn⸗ What thynge is it too fee the olde perſones, nowe in 
dure dayes, bzapde and make fayze theyꝛ whyte hearts, 
trymme and kembe tyepz beardes, weare ſtrax te ſhowes, 
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their holen garded, their ſhurtes krounted, their clokes of 
ſcarlette, their bagges enbzoded, their chapnes of golde 
about their neckes, fringes of golde a ſpluer about thei 
apparell, eſtrige fethers vppon their hattes lyke grekes; 
pcries and rynges on their fingers lyke Indiens, they; 
gownes long lyke flamine pꝛiſtes, and finally wozſt of all 
whan dethe hath gyuen them day. than they anſwere that 
newely they wyll ferue a lady: O howe many haue J kno⸗ 
wen in Rome, that were high ly renoumed in they: youthe 
and after though wanton lyghtnes they were but loſt in 
theyꝛ age: and wozſte of all, thep loſte theyz renowme in 
they; age. and the fauour of their pare ntes, and the pꝛo⸗ 
fytte of their chpldzen. Certaynly Gua gyn Caton of the 
ancyent lynage of the Catõs, was in Rome, a pꝛieſte of the 
lawe. v. eres, à pꝛoueſt.iii. yeres, and Cenlute.it.peres, 
dictatour one pere and Conſule.v. tymes,x whan he was 
paſte the age ot᷑.lxb.ꝓeres than he began to ſerue Roſane 
doughter of G neus Curcius, a lady ryghte fayze # ponge: 
and he doted ſo farre in her loue, that he ſpente all that he 
had to ſerue her, and wolde wepe lyke a chyld whan he (aw 
her. It foztuned this lady fell ſycke of a feuer, and ſhe ly⸗ 
ſted to eate newe grapes, and it was in ſpꝛyng tyme, whi 
there was none rype as than iu Rome. He ſente fo: ſome to 
the felde of Danubius, that was a. M. and. v. C. mple 
thenſe, and this was ſhewed to the ſenate and they ozdey- 
ned, that Roſana was cloſed in with the virgins veſtales 
and the old man was baniſhed perpetually out of Rome, 
and his chyldꝛen lpued in greatte pouertie, and the father 
dyed inkamed. J beleue that pe haue harde of this. There 
were dyuers that reputed fo2 a — bylanye the dede of 
the olde louer, and pꝛapſed the ſentence of the ſenate. But 
thynke if Guagin had had as many ponge perſones in 
ts banyſhment, as there were old amozous perſons — 
: 0 
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toke dy hym example, thinke there ſhuld not beſo many 
men loſte,noz ſoo many women ſo pli maryed. Ind there: 
foze the beſt is, that ſuche people, whan they be warned by 
their ſeruaũtes, and repꝛoued bp they; parentes, and deſi⸗ 
red by their frendes, that they make not excuſe x ſape, howe 
they be not amoꝛous, but in mockerpe. Whã J was verye 
pong both of age wyt, on a night met with aneyghboz 
ot myn nigh to the capytol, I was his neuewe x fon to his 
ſonne, a ſapd to hym, Mp lozde Fabzictus pe are amozous 
thus and thus. He anſwered me, J do it but fo; paſtyme. 
Certapnlp J had maruayle to mete hym at that houre, and 
J was abaſhed of that anſwere that he gaue me. In them 
that be foze aged and of ſadnes and grauitie, ſuche reque⸗ 
ſtes oughte not to be called amours, but rather dolours, 
not a paſtyme. but a loſte tyme, no mockerp, but a foolyſhe 
nes. Fo: in loue with mockery,foloweth Þ trouthe of infa⸗ 
mie. To the Claudius and Claudine, N demaũde ot pou 
olde louers, what is it to be polpſhed and arrayed as pe be 
ſo gaply, but the bzonde of the tauerne, where there is no 
thpnge but vinegre, fapꝛe egges and nothpnge in theym, 
gylte pylles, and bytter in taſte, an olde bottell and a newe 
ſtoppell, a hole wounde rancled vndernethe, the fygure of 
an ore to take partriches, a lypper wape, where no foote is 
ſure, and fynally an old louer is as a knyghte decapd, that 
helpeth to leſe money, and can helpe no mon fro peryl. Of 
trouth the old lecherous louer is as a ſwyne with a whyte 
heed and a grene tayle. Than we thynke pe that be my 
frendes and neyghbours ,ye take no hede in bzeakyng the 
winges out of ſefon, whan the fethers be gone: and yet pe 
begyle me not, to ſap that there is tyme pnough:: Beleue 
me, that that mape be done in the daye leaue it no tylle the 
night of your age.Foz the blunte knyfe cutteth but yl with 
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eate the boones. Than lette vs comme to the remedye, to 
redꝛeſſe this dommage, that is, yt that the houſe begyn to 
kalle, Choze and ſtape it not with pieces of ſclender-tymbze, 
but with ſtteyght pyllers of the lyfe, that we haue to pelde 
the goddis, and to men by good fame, And pk the vyne of 
all our vertues, be redy to be gathered, at the leaſt lette vs 
gather that is lefte vs by vnderſtandynge, Ind ſythe the 
waters of oure rene, are waſted with our ylle werkes, lette 
vs water them with newe muſte of good deſy2es, and than 
the good goddis wyll be content with the ſeruyces, that we 
bought to do, foꝛ the merites and rewardes that they do to 
vs, ſoo thatyf we deſyꝛe, to attayne golde foz out warkes, 
yet to paye vs with the copper of our good deſyꝛes. And fp 
nallp, I ſay to you Claudius and Claudine, pt pe haue of- 
fred the floure of your pouthe to vyces, offre nowe at this 
tpme,the bzanne of pour age to the goddis. J haue wꝛyt⸗ 
ten thus largely to you, as I thynke: and bycauſe pe ſhall 
not be taken as cowardes,no;  foz hardy, gyue no parte 
of this letter to any perſon. | 7. 
¶ And J deſyzeyouto haue me recommended vnto all 
my neyghbours in Rome, namely vnto Dꝛuſine the hono 
rable wydowe. I ſende to the two thouſande ſerters, thou 
halte gyue a thouſande of theyin to Gaurina the dough⸗ 
ter to thy doughter, J ſende it to her fo a pleaſure, whiche 
ſhe dyd me at a feaſte. Fauſtine my wyfe is verp ſpcke. 
Thou ſhalte gyue the other thouſande to the Ueſtale vir⸗ 
gines, that they maye pzape fo: her vnto the goddes. Unto 
the Claudine, Fauſtyne mp wyfe, ſendeth a coffre, but by 
the godded J doo not knowe what there is within it. 
Nowe that pe be aged J beſeche the goddis to ſende pou 
and me, and mp wyfe, foz to ende the reſte of out dayes in 
a good lyfe. Marke pour neyghbour and frende hath wzi⸗ 
ten this with his owne hande. 8 Il 1 
: | | e 
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Aletter ſent fro Mark themperour to Labinia a Romain 

* -wpdowe,fo; to comfozte her foz the deth of het 

Hhhulbande. The. bi.letter. | 


XD Ark of mounte Celio, fyzſt conſull Romapne, 
ent ageinſt the Daces to Þ Labinia Romayn 
lady, wyfe to my good rende Claudine, ſalute 
tothe, and conſolation of the goddis conſola- 
tours. I think well:thou haſte ſulpecte, that Þ 
haue fo lytell ſet by the.ſpthan thy pzofounde.and greuous 
hurtes, my conſolation hath ben floutheful.But J remem 
bꝛe thy noblenes,whiche can neuer fayle:and my good wil, 
the whiche hathe neuer deſpzed to ſerue the. J am in ſuretie 
that thy greatte vertue ſhulde put awaye the ſuſpecte. Foz 
thoughe J am the laſte to comfozte the, pet Jam the fyꝛſte 
that feleth thy dolours.and Gal not be the laſt to remedye 
thy troubles, Ind in caſe that ignoꝛaunte is the ende of all 
vertues, tcſperance fo2 all vices, as wel ſomtyme greate ple 
ſure taketh away reſt from the wyſe kolkes, and ſclandzethe 
the innocent es: moche better amonge vs latyns we fynde 
with tgnoꝛance of vices, moze than the grekes do with the 
knowlege of vertues. It᷑ that we be ignoꝛaunt, we haue no 
peyne to abyde it, noꝛ ſoꝛowe to take it. ſape it bycauſe J 
haue knowen that Þ wolde not knowe.and that is, the tra⸗ 
uaples are at an ende of Claudpne thy hufband, and nowe 
begynnethe the ſozowe of Labinia. haue knowen it cer: 
tain days, and wolde not diſcouer it to the, foꝛ it ſhuld haue 
ben crueltye. She that hath ben in trouble ſo longe a ſpace 
with abſence, chat I ſhulde haue gyuen knowledge of the 
deth ofſuche an cntierlp deſpzed huſbande:and it hath ben 
no reſon, that ſhe of whom J haue recepued ſo many good 
dedis, ſhulde haue of me ſo vll newes. And ſith the houre p 
Akuewe, that ye wyſte therof, my peyne hathe ben 904% 7 
ele. 
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Ffele his dethe, and nowe J fele in his deathe my ſolyta⸗ 
tines, and thy deſolation. Thou haſte reaſon to wepe. not 
fo; that he is with the goddis in reſte, but foz vs myſeta⸗ 
ble perſons, lpuinge in the power of ſo manp plles, ther⸗ 
koʒe we ſhulde not ceſſe to take pepne and ſozowe. O Ka⸗ 
binta,oftentymes J haue thoughte, foz what thynge 1 
myghte fyꝛſte wepe, koꝛ thepll that lyuethe,oz fo: the good 
that dieth. Foz as mocha hurteth the pll that is founde, as 
the good that is loſte. It is great pepne to fee theſe inno- 
centes dye, and ſur elp it is no leſſe pepne to ſe the maliti⸗ 
ous people lyue But ok that that neceſſitie muſte ne⸗ 
des come, whan it cometh we ought not to ſclaunder hit. 
Shewe me Labinia, doeſt thou not knowe of howe good 
conuerſation the goddes be,to whome we hope to go, and 
howe yll the men be, with whom we are conuerſaunt, that 
as the pll are bozne to dye, tn lykewyſe the good dyeth to 
lyue: Foz a good man alway lyueth in dyenge, and the pll 
alwayes dyeth in lyupnge. And than ſyth the goddts haue 
cauſed him to come to them, it is no greatte thynge that 
they haue taken fro the. J am in certapne, thy deſyzed hul⸗ 
ban Claudpn, and my true rende, ſepnge where he is, and 
remembzynge what he hath ſcaped, had rather to be ſtylle 
there as he is, than to retourne agayn to the. Of trouth the 
remedpes foꝛ widowes is not to thynke of any companye 
paſſed no? of the ſolptarines pꝛeſent, but to thynke of the 
reſt, that they hope co come to. It hithervnto thou haſt ben 
en pepne,abydyng in thy houſe, nowe retoyce the bycauſe 
he abydeth foz the in his, fo thou ſhalt be moche better en⸗ 
treated amonge the goddis, than here amonge men: noz 
conſente not to thynke that thou haſte loit hym all onelp. 
Fo: ſyth we all teioyced of hys lyfe, we are than bounde to 
wepe foz his dethe. The greatteſt ſozowe to a ſycke harte 
amonge all other ſozowes, is to le other reiopce, at his do⸗ 
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lotirs: and contrarpe wyſe, the greatteſt eaſe amonge all 
greues af foʒtune, is to ſee that other feeleth their ſozowe, 
All that my frende wepeth fo: me with his eyes, and al that 
he feeleth of mp ſozowe, dyſchargeth ſomewhat myne in⸗ 
warde peyne. The bokes in the tyme of Auguſte the em: 
perour ſheweth,howe as he was nere to the xyucr of Da⸗ 
nubtus,he kounde a maner of people, haupnge this cu⸗ 
ſtome. The ſame houre whan ahuſbande taketh a wyfe, 
0: alouyer, they wolde ſwere by thepz goddis, neuer to wepe 
noz ſozowe foꝛ any maner of foztune, but to fo2get they; 
owne pꝛopꝛe troubles,and to dye to remedpe they; louer, 
r ſo in lyke wiſe eche to do with other. O glozious wozlde, 
O ryght happy age, O people of eternall memorye, wher⸗ 
in the men were ſo humble and they: louers ſoo true, that 
wolde fozgette their owne (0z0we, and wepe foꝛ others. O 
Kome beynge Rome, O tpine yll ſpente. © lyke yll apply⸗ 
ed, O ſmall thoughte recheleſſe in theſe dayes, the hartes 
pꝛeſente ſeperate from welthe, and aſſured withoute re: 
medy in euyll. that men fozgettynge that they be menne, 
tourne them ſelfe to the beaſteszF delpze to gyue the lyfe,s 
thou dyeſt to take awaye my lyfe: Thou wepeſt to lee me 
laughe, and J laughe to ſe the wepe. And thus with pꝛo⸗ 
kyte of any of vs we leſe, and we reioyce in leſynge of out 


lelke. By the lawe of on honeſt man J ſwere to the Laby⸗ 
nia, pt thy remedy laye in my handes, as thy ſozowe dothe 
at mp harte, thy pytiefulle wepynges ſhoulde not hurte 
me, noꝛ thy heuy and wofull ſolytarynes of thy huſbande: 
but ſyth thy remedy and mp deſyze can not be accomplyſ⸗ 
_ Hed, and that with death,noz with them that be deed we 

haue no power:than remyt it into the handes of the god- 


dis, who can moche better delyuer vs than we can chuſe. 
We ſe by experience naturall, that ſome ſpkeneſſe is hea: 


led by wozdes,that be ſayde to vs, and ſomme by wozdes 
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_ thatbelaydeto bs, and ſome with woꝛ des do leaue other 


medicines: ſay this, bytauſe the hartes that be in pepne 
make a ſee of thoughtes;fometyme comfozted with benefi⸗ 
tes done to the perſone, moze than with wozdes ſpoken in 
they2 cares:an other tyme the ſozowefull harte, is moze cõ⸗ 
fozted with wozdes of a frende, than with all other ſeruy⸗ 
ces of the wozlde.D howe ſoꝛowefull am J,foz in all theſs 
am J fautp, conſpderpnge the hyghnes of the honourable 
lady Romapn.and the ſmall abilitie of ine Marc of mount 
Celio: J ſce my ſelfe ſo vnable to comfozte the, and to re: 
medye the J lacke ſubſtance. J haue made the a ſoze woũd, 
the whiche wolde be taken in wozthe. J wylle not pape ihe 
with pnke and paper. that whiche J may do with my per⸗ 
ſont:foꝛ he that gyuethe counſelle with wozdes, map reme⸗ 
dye with woꝛzkes, ik he ſhewe hym ſelke a frende in tyme paſt 


not taken in luſpecte to be an ennempe in tyme to come. Ax 


thou haſte reputed me hytherto foz thy neyghbour and pas 
rente to thy huſbande, J pzaye the nowe to take me foz thp 
huſbande in loue, and foz thy father in counſaple, and foz 
ſonne in leruyte, and foz aduocate in the Senate, in ſuche 
maner that J hope thou ſhalt laye,all that A haue loſte in 


many, J haue founde in Marke alone. And bycauſe that 
is greuous conflyctes, where as crafte and ſubtyltie is 
kozgotten, the vnde — is altered, and the reaſone 

ere is as mo che neceſlytie of good | 
counſeil as of a meane remedy.Claudyne nowe deede, was 
mp frende,and J Marc alyue am his, and alſo bp thy de: 
ſeruynge thou mapſte commaunde me what thou wplte: | 
and foz the loue that A haue to the, thou mayſte deſpze of | 
me any thyng nedekull. JF pzaye the eſchewe the extremitie 
of the Romapne wydowes. Foz in all extremities lyeth the 
byce,foz al ſuche wetiethe them felfe,and anoyeth the god: | 
dis, aud tefe them that be alpue,+do no pzofut to them * ; 


withdzawen.thanne tl 
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be deed but gyue ſuſpection to them ß be yl, as dyd Fuluis 
wyfe the noble Marc Mercello, ſhe ſeing her huſbande bu 


tied in the felde of Mars, ſcratched her vyſage, x tare her 


heere, bꝛake her tethe, à at euery place ſwowned, x two ſe 
natours helde her by the armes, bycauſe ſhe ſhuld not hurt 
her ſelf. Tha (aid Flauiꝰ Cenſurius, let her alone, foz this 
day ſhe wyll folow the tourney of widowes,# lo it was, fo2 
whiles þ the bones of Mercello were a bzennyng, ſhe was 
intretynge to mary an other huſbad,x pet moze to be noted 
one of the ſenatours þ led her, gaue her his hande, as one 
Romain to an other by perpetual mariage.This cafe was 
lo foule, a take of euery mã foꝛ a great vilany, x all the Ro 
mains there pꝛeſent were abaſthed, a were in fuſpecteneuer 
after to beleue wydowe in Rome, Þ faye not this Labinta, 
bycauſe thou wylt do ſo;foz by the god Mars 4 ſwere, the 
hart ol Marc hath of the no ſuch ſuſpect noʒ thy great age 
wyll notſuffre it,no2 the auctozitte af ſoo ſadde a matrone 
wyll demaunde it. J requyze the ryghte hartely, foꝛget not 
the honeſtie that _ to be in aRoinapn woman,no2 re 
trayte that is requiſite in a wydowe. Foz yf thou be a wy⸗ 
do we of ſolytarines, that thou feleſte by hym that is deed, 
than comkoꝛt the of the reputation that is holden ofthe by 
them that be lyuyng. J wyl ſay no moꝛe to the at this tyme 
but that thy renoume mape be ſuche with all men, to caſte 


luch a bꝛydell vpo them that be yll to cauſe them to be ſtyl, 
and to them that be good to gyue theym ſpurres to ſerue 
the. And pl ve wyll thus do, take no thoughte foz any beſp- 
nes that pe haue in the ſenate. My wyke Fauſtyne greteth 
the, and oktentymes wepeth foꝛ this myladuenture. J ſend 
the money to paye thy credytours. The goddis that haue 
gyvuen reite to Claudpne thy huſhand, gyue comfozte and 
| confolation to Tabmiahis wyfe. Marc. of mounte Celio 
| hath wziten this with his owne hande. | | 
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¶ A letter ſent by Matt themperour to Cyncina⸗ 
tus his frende,bycauſe he beynge a gentpl⸗ 
man became a marchant. 
The. vii.letter, 


. Arc Edilis Cenſure , to the Cincinatus 
Wok Capue ſende falutacion foz thy per⸗ 
one, foꝛce and vertue agynſte ſiniſter foz⸗ 
tune. Sythe the feaſte Berelcinte, mother 
Y'of the goddis, J haue ſene no ſeruaunte, 
ol thy houſe, noz letter ot thy hande, that 
I haue redde, the whiche puttethe me in 

great ſuſpection of thy helthe, and that thou arte in fome 
peryll,oz els thou diſpꝛapſeſt our amitte. Difchargynge 
not thy ſelfe with ſo lyttell thoughte noz fozgette vs not 
with ſo greatte rycheleſnes:foz thy trauaple can not be foo 
moche in wꝛitynge as it ſhuld be conſolation to me to rede 
thy letters, and pf thy hande ware llowe frome trauaplle 
of wzitpnge. yet enfozce myn harte foz mpn eaſe, wherin ts 
ſemblaunt of true frendes. In that J wpll put the fro an⸗ 
noyaunce, and thou to do me pleaſure: thou knoweſt well 


N 


the (mall dyſtaũce that is betwene Capue and mount Ce⸗ 


lio, was not the cauſe of oure frendeſhpppe, but the ſpace 
hens to Fllirico ſhuld not cauſe vs to be ſtraungers. The 
delycate wynes ſent out of thep2 owne countrep to ſtraun⸗ 
gers take the greatter myght, and the ferther that the per⸗ 
ſons of true frendes be ſeperat, the ſooner they oughte to 
vnyte x iqyne together theyz myndes.Shewe me J pꝛay ß 
Cyncinafe,ſyth thou haſt euer founde me true, whp haſte | 
thou any ſuſpecte of mp deſpꝛe: The grene leus outwarde | 
ſhewethe, that the tree is not dꝛye inwarde:and the good | 
werkes openly nottfteth the inward harte ſecretely. Where 
it is not pꝛofpte, there is alwaps bzeakpnge and 9 in 
erupce: 
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ſeruyte:foꝛ he that perfettly loueth, perpetually and fayth- 
fully ſerueth. And J am as muche aſtonied of thy flouthe, 
in demaundynge ſomwhat of me. as ofthy couwardyſe to 
wzyte.J wylle confeſſe the one trouthe,yf thou haddeſte 
as moche hardynes as wyll and thought of the ſmalle ef- 
fecte of my letter myghte latylfye to the greatnes of thyne 
vnderſtandynge, it ſhulde abyde than foz yll done but not 
fo: ſhozte, as he that thzowethe his ſpeatre. In tyme paſte 
whan J was ponge, and thou olde, thou in thy counſaples, 
J with my money eche gaue to other: but at this houre, 
that thy heed is whyte. men reken the to be olde, a pet thy 
wozkes accuſe the to be ponge. Reaſon is that J ſuccoure 
thy pouertie with monep, a to remedy thy lyghtenes with 
counſel.Foꝛ the good wyll that J haue to the, and foz the 
lawe of amitie that J owe to the, J wyll aduertiſe the as 
a vertuouſe man ought to do, and that is to temembze the 
benekites that he hath receyued, and to fozget the iniuries 
done to hym :eſteme moche his owne malle power, and 
holde the greatneſſe of other at nothyng: fauour the good, 
and diſſunule with the euyll: be greate with the greatteſt, 
and communicable with youre inferiours, pꝛeſentlpe doo 
good dedes, and alſo of them that be abſente ſpeake good 
wozdes. (The greuous loſſes of foztune, holde theym in 
(mall eſtemation, and the ſmall loſſe of honour, holde that 
in great eſtemation,fo2 one thynge aduenture not money, 
and fo2 dyuers doubtfull aduenture not a certeintie: and 
finally be frende to one, and eunempye to none. Thele thin⸗ 
ges ought he to haue, that amonge good wpll be accomp⸗ 
ted good. know well thou haſte lefte to be pꝛetour of the 
warre, and nowe thou haſte ſette thy ſelfe by lande and by 
ſee to vſe marchandyſe. Thou makeſte me ſoze abathed, to 
conquere thyn enmies as a Romapn, and nowe to take on 
the, the office, to perlecute thy frendes as a tyzant, Wylte 


Hh ui thou 
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thou do yll to thy neyghbours, and leaue the ftraungerse 


©ylt thou take away the lyuyng fro hym that gyueth vs 
lyuing, a take awape deth fro hym that taketh awape our 


lyfee wylt thou. to them that be mouers # ſtraungers giue 


moderation, a fro them that be ſobze take away ther reſt: 
Thou wplt gyue to them that take awape fro vs, and take 
fro them that gyue vs: delyuer them that be condempned, 
and condemne innocentes. Thou wylte be tyꝛaunte to the 
common welth, and not defender of thy countrepe. Than 


ſythe to all this he aduentured hym that leaueth dedes of 


armes, and becometh a marchaunte. J ſtudpe ſooze what 
hath meued the to leaue chyualrye, wherin thou haſte had 
greate honour, and nowe to take on the an oſtyce, wherby 
koloweth ſo moche ſhame and rebuke. Surely Ithynke in 
the none other excuſe, but that thou arte olde, and canſt not 
clymbe the mountaynes, and nowe thou ſptteſt ſtylle, and 
robbeſt the plapnes. To olde men olde malady, whan out⸗ 
warde fozce fapleth them, than fozthwith they arme them 
with malyce in warde. F ſape it by the ſooze couetouſe per: 
ſons as thou arte nowe. One thynge J wyll ſay, thou haſt 
taken an offyce. wherby all thy felowes haue robbed in dy 
ucrs dayes.thou thalt gyue accompte therof in one howze 
ye and after the tyme ſhall come, that thou ſhalte leſe all in 
a moment. Foz the goddis permptte, that one (hal be a cha 
ſtyſement o? dyuers and longe tyme chaſtyſeth all. Howe 
is it nip frende Cyncinate, that in the houſe of thy father, 
Cyncinate were ſpeares,and not wzittinges hangynge: J 
haue ſene his halle full of armure, and not of fardels:and 


poꝛtall and gates full of nyghtes.a not marchantes.Cer | 


taynly there haue J (ene the ſcole ot noblenes, and not as 
it is now the denne of theues. O Cyncinate, curſed be fo vi 
layn an office the marchates lyue pozelp to dye ryche:à let 
vs ſay agayne, curled be it, by cauſe the couetyſe of one that 


is pll | 
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is vll, wolde be accomplyſhed to the pꝛeiudice of many that 
be good. J wpll not hurte the by thy pꝛedeceſſours, but J 
wyll aduertiſe the of thy miſerye # of thy pꝛedeceſſours. It 
thou thynkeſte p thy vertue ſhulde holde to the ende of the 
wozlde, as the wozlde holdethe to the, and hit lemeth by thy 
whyte heares, holde me excuſed of the trauaple in perſwa- 


dyng the to here me. Howe be it, it is reaſon, that the gate of 


ſo great a cauſe be knocked at with the hãmer of ſome war⸗ 
nyng,x to bzing it to good refon, of neceſſitie it muſte paſſe 
the myll: and to make clere the vnderſtandynge from tyme 
to tyme.of very nede there requireth counſell. Dyuers tp - 
mes wile men faple, bycauſe they wolde faile, but if the thin 
ges be of ſuche qualitie, that wpſedome ſuffiſethe not to af- 
ſure them, than it is nedefull, that his wyll be vntyed, and 
his vnderſtandyng diſſolued, and his owne pꝛopze opint- 
on voyd,x than incontinent to take a thzede to the aduyle 
of an othex. Take good hede Cyncinate, where as the foũ⸗ 
dacions be not wel edified, the buildynges ar in peryl. The 
dongeon of this wozld, wherin the chyldzen of vanite do a- 
byde, is founded on the ſande. Foz let it be neuer ſo ſump⸗ 
tuous, pet a lptell blaſte of wynde wyll cauſe it to ſhake, 
anda lytell heate of pꝛoſperitie wpll open it, and a lyttell 
rayne of aduertiſe wyll deupde it, and within a ſhozt whyle 
02 ſpace, whan we leaſte take hede, it wyll fall all flatte ou Þ - 
erth. It the pyllers be of ſyluer, and benches of golde, and 
though the benchers be kynges, and continue a thouſande 
pere, and ruls into the entraples of the erth:yet they can 
fynde no ſtedfaſte rocke noꝛ mountayne, wherin to cloole 
the goodis of thep; pꝛedeceſſours, and their eſtates perpe⸗ 
tuall. The goddes immoztall haue made all thpnges com⸗ 
muntcable to men moꝛtall, excepte immoꝛtalitie:and ther⸗ 
foze they be called immoztall;bycauſe the neuer dye, 4 we 
be called moztall and faplyng, bycauſe we all take 9 

owe 
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Howe ſtronge lo euer the walles be, pet greate age cauſeth 
it to fall to tuine. Two thinges ſemethe to be free. the whi⸗ 
che loꝛtune can not (et abacke,noz the tyme cauſe to be foz 
gotten, they be theſe: The good 0z yll renoume amonge 
men and the peyne oz rewarde that they that be good oz 
plle haue of the goddis. O mp frende Cyncinate, thus az 


cheuethe the perſones:but the goddis neuer. KC hat grene 


oz rype, oʒ rotten holdethe any ſeaſon the frupte of the tree 
floured:F eſteme it nothynge,bycauſe it muſte dye by na- 
ture. Howe be itdpuers tymes in leaues and flowers we 
beare the froſte of ſome malady,oz the blaſte of ſome enni⸗ 
ous myſhap. Longe is the webbe in makynge: but it that 
is made in many days, is cut aſonder in a moment. Sem- 
blably it is a pitious thinge to lee a man dye with ſo great 
trauaple, and to be ſette in the ſtate of honoure, and after 
warde we regardynge nepther the one noz the other, and 
pet we ſe it peryſhe. And without any memozy of any thing 
abydynge. O mp frende Cincinate, foz the loue betwene 
vs J pꝛap the, and by the immoztall goddis J coniure the 
beleue not the wozlde,the whiche vnder the colour of a lyt⸗ 
tell golde.hydethe moche fylthpneſſe:and vnder coloure of 


trouthe chaungeth vs into a. M. lyes:and fo2z a ſhozte de- | 


lyte gyueth vs a.M.diſpleaſures, To them whome it ſhe: 
weth moſte loue, it begyleth with greatteſte tromperpes:to 
whom the wozlde gyueth moſte goodes, it pzocureth moſte 


domages:to them that ſeruethe it with mockeries, hit re⸗ 


wardeth with true recompences : and to them that loue it 
crulpe,it gyuethe them goodes of mockertes:finally whan 
we llepe mooſte ſureſte, it wakethe vs with greatte perylle. 
g0hat wylte thou ſape than of the wozIlde,ſhewe mee One 


thynge J wyll tell the, and me thynke thou ſhouldeſte not | 
fozgette it:and that is, we oughte not to beleue the vayne 
banitics that we ſe with our eies, rather than the greatte 


mer⸗ 
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meruaples that we here with our eres. One thinge haue 


regarded, and by longe experience I haue knowen it, that 


but a kewe howſes paynted noz ſtalles rayſed vp, we haue 
ſene in Nome:but of a ſmalle tyme they take no thoughte 
fo; the walles, but they haue cruelle enmities with they; 
neyghbours, and greate anoy of they; heyzes, and impoꝛ⸗ 
tunate ſhame of thepꝛ frendes, and double malyce of their 
ennemies, and enuious pꝛokite in the ſenate, & ſomtyme to 
put a gouernoure out of poſſeſſion they (et foute in honoz: 


| andfinally all that with greate thought haue be gathered 


DW EE 


2 


oz their chylde whom they loue well with great reſt, ſom⸗ 


tyme an other heire eutoyeth it, ot whom they thynke leeſt. 
It is a iuſte ſentence, that ſuche as — dyuers with yll 
dedes in theyz lyke, ſhuld be begyled of theyz vayn though⸗ 


tes at their deth. Cruell ſhulde the goddis be, and ryghte 


geruous fo: men to ſuffte, that the plle chat hath gathered 
fo: one heire in p pꝛeiudice of dyuers that be good, ſhulde 
entoye it many peres. Me thinke it ſhoulde be a ſouerayne 


kolpe to be bone wepynge, to dye ſychynge, and to lyue 


laughynge. The rule to gouerne all partes ought to be e⸗ 


* 


gall. O Cyncinate, who hath begyled the, that foz a potte 


kulle of water, thou haſte nede of a greatte laake of this 


woꝛld to paſſe this wꝛetched lyfe ! wylt thou flay awap the 
ſkynne of thy handes with the cozde of thoughtes, bzeake 
thp bodp in battaple with great trapuayle, and aduenture 


| thyne honoure fo2 one potte of watere W hat wylte thou 
moze that Jſhulde ſay:but that to fyll a potte of thy goo: 


des thay wylt ſuffre a. M. perylles. And in the vyle exer⸗ 
cyſinge ot thy marchandyle, thou doubteſt not foz leſpnge 
of thy credence. And finally I ſweare to the, thou ſhalte az 
byde deed foz thurſte, as thoughe there were no water in 


the feldes. Jf thou wylt do by my counſell. deſyꝛe deathe 


of the goddis, to reſte the as an aged wyſe man: and de⸗ 
23 Ji. maunde 
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maunde not rycheſſe to lyue yll as a ponge foole. J haue 
ſooze wepte fo: manp, that I haue ſene in Rome departed 
oute of this wozlde, and foz the Fhaue wepte dꝛoppes of 
blode. to ſe the retourne newly d vplely to the woꝛlde. Pp 
' . amttie and the tredite ofthe ſenate, the bloude of thy pꝛe⸗ 
decefſours,the auctozitte of thy perſon, and the honour of 
the countreye oughte too refrapne thy couetouſnelfe, Dh 
krende, thy whyte heares ſheweth honoure and wyſedome, 
the whichs ſchulde ebercyſe and be occupped in noble dedes, 
Regarde, Itauapleth moze to folowe reaſon by the wapes 
2 — be good, than the comon opinyon, whiche ts 
the large waye of theym that be pll. Foz though the one be 
ſtrayte fo the fete, it reyſeth no duſte foz to blynde the eies 
As the other dothe, to lyghte ponge perſonnes, the whiche 
pꝛocure lyghteneſle, ignoꝛaunce excuſeth them:but the dil- 
oꝛdynate couetyle of the olde perſonnes, cauſeth theym to 
occuppe theyꝛ lyfe with trauayle, and to take deathe with 
greate annopaunce, and in the one as well as in the other, 
abydeth greate infamy. O Cyncinate, take this counſaple 
of a krende: Charge not thy ſelfe with takynge of theſe 
vapne goodes, ſyth thou haſte ſo ſmall a mozſell of thy iyfe 
Foꝛ ſuche as thou arte, we ſee conſume; and waſte ; and 
not lo qupcken, Put no trulte in krendes in the pzeſente 
pꝛoſperitie, fo2 it is a pꝛonoſtication of an eupll foztune. 
And ſythe thou arte in a haſarde Iyke a foole, me thyntz 
thou oughteſt to diſcende a foote lyke a ſage petſon. Ind 
thus euery man wyll ſape, howe Cyncinate is diſtended; 
and not fallen. J wyll ſape no moze, but the goddes be thy 
ſauegarde, and defende bothe the and mefrome gylekull 
fo:tune. My wyke Fauſtyne ſaluteth the, and ſhe is with: 
dꝛawen frome me, bycauſe J wzote this letter to the, and 
bathe coniured me to wzpte this wozde to the, that is, ſht 
ſapeth thou oughteſte to haue wytte whan thy necke is = 
| 0 
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of heare, and J thynke thou oughteſte in continente to 


come foꝛth. I wolde thy couetyſe ſhulde fozſake the, ⁊ foly 
Fauſtin, and the gowte me, and the ſoner oure ſoules may 
departe fro our fleſhe,than gile ſhulde remayne in our hats 
tes. Parc of mount Celio wzyteth this with his hande. 


_ CI letter lente fro Marc the emperour to Catulus 
cenſozious, that was ſozowfull fo: the deth 
of his ſonne Ueriſſimus. 
= The, viii. letter. 
=== tc cenſoze newe and ponge, ſalute and reue⸗ 
A rence to the Catulus cenſozius-olde and aun⸗ 
cent. haue witten two letters to the, à thou 
A bade wadeanſwere to none of them. Il it be 
Ahycauſe thou couldeſte not, J holde my peace: 
It it be bycauſe thou woldeſt not, than — 
fit be foz foꝛgetłulnes, thã I accuſe the: It it be bycauſs 
thou ſetteſte lyttell by me, than J do appeale the: It thou 
hate dꝛeamed:that thou haſte wzitten: J ſape beleue not 
(n,dzeames ; And pk thou wylte not it chulde vayle to glo⸗ 
rikie me as a rende, pet thon mighteſt take it wꝛite in ad⸗ 
uertilinge 4 repzeupng as the father to the ſon, yonge ver⸗ 
tuouſe perſons are boũde to honour auncyente wple men, 
i no leſſe olde wyſe men oughte to e the yong peo 
ple and very yonge as Jam, I iuſte thy 


NS ARES 


new fozces of youth ſupply a ſerue them — are woꝛne hy 
age. Foz they; longe experience mocketh our tender age d 
natural ignozance,youth is vll applyed, when it ſurmõteth 
the ou of the body, 12400 the vertues of the ſoule: c 
age is honoured wherin ze fozce dpeth outwarde, wherby 
bertues guickneth the moꝛe tnwarde, we may ſethe tre whe 
We art is gadered the leues kal, and 5a 4 

. u. an 
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take a barber, a ſhauc away the heare, that thy wytte may 
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than mozegrene and perfyte are the rotes. J-meane that 
whan the fyzit ſeaſon of youth is paſſed, which is the So⸗ 
mer tyme, than cometh aege called wpiter, and putrikieth 
the krute of the fleſhe, and the leaues of fauour kalte, and 
thefloutes of delyte are wyddered, and the vynes ok hope 
dꝛied outwarde, than it is ryght, that moche better the ro- 
tes of good wozkes within the good. They that be old and 
auncient oughte to pzayſe theyʒ good werkes rather than 
thepz white heares. Foz honour ought to be gyuen foz the 
good lyfe, and not foꝛ the whyte heade. Gloztous is that 
common welthe, and foztunate is that pꝛince, that is lozde | 
of yonge men to trauaple, and ancient perſons to counſell. 
As to regarde the ſuſteynyng of the naturalttie of the Iyfe 
in lykewyſe ought to be conſydered the polycie of gouer⸗ 
naunce, the whiche is that al the fruytes come nozdzpe nat 
al at ones, but whan one begynneth an other kapleth. Ind 
in this maner pe that be auncient teachynge vs, and we 
obedient, as olde fathers and ponge pullettes, beynge in 
the neſte of the ſenate: Ok lome they? kethers kaͤllyng, and 
other yonge kethered: and where as the olde fathers can 
not flye, theit trauaylles are maynteyned by theyꝛ tender 
chyldzen. Frende Catulus, J purpoſed not to wzyte one 
lyne this yere, bycauſe mp penne was troubled with thy 
ſlouthe: but the \mallenes of my ſpyzyte, and the greatte 
peryll ot myn offyces alwates called on me to demande thy 
counſell. This pꝛiuilege the olde wyſe men holde in they} 
houſes where they dwelle: They are alwayes lozdes ouet 
them that be ſpmple, and are ſclaues to them that be wyſe, 
J thynke thou haſte fozgotten me, thynkynge that (yth 
the dethe of my dere ſonne Uerifſimus, the tyme hath ben 
lo longe, that I ſhuldefozgette it. Thou haſt occafton te 
thynke ſo, koꝛ many thynges renneth in tyme, that reaſonj 
can not helpe. But in this caſe I can not tell whiche is — 

| | greate 
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greateſfe; thy truinperye oz mp dolour. [ſweare to the by 
the goddis immoztall, that mes in the en⸗ 


the hun 
ttaples of the vnhappy ehylve, are 7905 fo puyſante, as are 


the ctuell dolours in the harte of the father ſozewounded, 
And it is no compariſon, foz the ſon is ded but one tyme; 
and the heup father dyeth euer moment. vohat wylt thou 
moꝛe wy pate N one ought to _ 15 — 
his deth;# copallton of my lyke e, in dyen ue 
and in tying I dye. In pl 28 caſe of iyfe, Ind in 
the ſubtpl 28 of koztune, where as her gyles pꝛoki⸗ 
teth but lyttel, and her ſtrength leſſe, Ithynke the beſt re⸗ 
medy is to kele it as a man, and diffumule it as di crette and 
wiſe. If alt ah che — they be felte at hatt ſhuld be ſhewed 
— tech the t — 4 5 25 thinke that the windes ſhould 
bꝛeake the'Yarte with'fighinges, and water all the erthe 
with wepynge. O tf the 1 etes Nate hurte of the 
hart with a true wound, J (were to the, there they ſhuld ſe 
moze of a dꝛoppe of blondde fweatynge within, thanne all 


the wepyniKthat'(s made vntwarde, There is no compa⸗ 
ſon of the ul 1 phe bodyt, to the leeſt pepne 
that the ff viteh J. Foß ant trauaple of the bodye, menne 
may Nine temedß, bit pk the heuy harte ſpeke, it is 
not hard: wer this not lene: pt it complayne hit is 
not befeped?Vohe 05 e pooze harte doe Abhozre the 
Tait etwwith it dieth⸗ and deſite dech, wherwith it lineth, 
ettudus people conſp: - 


. ajnotije nöble ve 

ak ae ain the paſſions of the body, but allo 
to diſſimule — ok the fowle. They be ſuche that alter 
the humours, and ſhewe hit not outwarve: They bzynge 
a keuer -withbut altetynge the of poulce: They alter the 
oinake:'They make vs co knele to the erthe, to luffer the 


| water vp to the mouth, and to take death —— leauing 


of the lpte: and kynally they lengthe our lyfe, to thentente 
Ji. iii. that 
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1 that we ſhulde haue the moze trauaplle, and denyethe bs 
. our ſepultute to thentente that we ſhulde not reſte. 


5 
ET 


© *the epes,and to fele it with my harte. J paſſe my Ipfe, as 


2 


| | i | as is founded to the pzeiudice of other, and is poſſeſſed 
| . ; with 
14 
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them in all their vyces fo: theyz paſtyme, atlaft; Wen 


- Ws 
hat the hey2o't herytage 
ye, I hadde two ſonnes, 


—_ with great trauaple ſhuld dye with that 


TP  __M- 
with an euplt heire. And though the heuy deſtenyes of the 
fader permit, that the riches be left to theyzchyldze to ſerue 


tathey! werites the goddis wyll that the heyze t h 
os perplh?. Bache what e add 0 Te 
Comode # the pztnceUeriſſimus, the yotiger is dead, tha 
was greateſt in vertue. Alway J ymagined, that while the 
good iyued, J ſhuld be poze,#now that the yll remayneth, 


I thynke to be tyche. IJ Hall ſhewe the why, the goddis ar 
fo pltefull. that to a poʒe father they neuer 5 5 Ilchpld:x 
to a riche father they neuer giue a good child. And as in al 


pꝛoſperitie alway there falleth ſome ſiniſter fozttine,epther 


ſoone oz late, ſo therwith foʒtune doth arme x apparell vs, 
wherin ſhe'leeth we ſhal kal ts our greateſt hurte. And ther 
foe the goddis permit, that the coyetoule' 92170 in 81 17 
ert to leu 
ir riches to ——— vll 1 wepeas 
moch fo2 my child'p the goddis haue lekte ine as fo: hym 
they haue takenfrome, Fo; — — ok hym that 
lpueth inaketh immoztal memozy of hym 8 is dede. Che yl 
rel d cõuertatiõ ot them that nue cat 
company ol them that bedeed; The pll is alwyape deſyzed 


koz his pines to be deed, a the good al way metiteth to haue 
his deth bewailed. J kay my frend Catůlus, Ithoughte to 


aue loſte mp wyt. wha Fſawe my ſon Uerifſiune dpe:but 
J toke Hane apen:foz epthet he df mie, o: Not hym mult le 
theende,Coſideryng that the goddes dyd but lend hyim to 
me & gaue hym not. & how they be inheriters i J to haue ß 
bſe of the fruit. Fo: all thing is melured by the iuſt wyl of 
the goddes a not by out diſozdinate wylles x appetites. J 
thinke whã they toke away from me imp chylde, J reſtoze 
hym to an other. ⁊ nat that the hatie taken myn. But ſit 
it is the wyll of the goddis to gyue reſte to the good child, 
2 and 


2 


ule vs to ſygh fo the 


1 


other thynge but hurienge the quicke, hauy 
ban. ud 
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and hurte the father bycauſe he is vll, I yelde.thankes to 
them: koꝛ the ſeaſone that they haue ſuffred me to entope 
his lyfe: And foz the pacyence that J haue taken foz his 
deth, I deſyʒe them to mytigate ther with the chaſtiſemente 
of their ze. And J deſyꝛe, ſyth they haue taken awaye the 
Iyfe from this chylde, to cauſe good cuſtomes to be in the 
punce myne other ſonne. J knowe what heuyneſſe thou 
haſte take in Rome foʒ my ſozowe. I pzape the goddis to 
ſende the ioye of thy chylderne, and that J maye rewarde 
the with ſome tope. fog that thou haſte wept foz my pepne. 
My wyf Fauſtpneſajuteththe, and thou woldeſt haue co- 
pallpon to ſe her, Foz ſhe wepeth with her etes, and ſygh- 
eth with het harte, and with her handes hurteth her lelfe, 
and turſed with her tonge. She eateth-nathynge on the 
e llepeth in the nygbt. She louethe darbenes, and 
abyoareth lnghte, aud therof J hayeaomaruayle:foz.it is 
1 ne that fo that was nouriſhed in her entrayles, ſhe 
ſhulde fele lozowe in the lame. And the loue of the mother 


4s ſoo ſtronge, though her chylde be deede and layde in ſe⸗ 
pulture, yet alwayes (he bath. hym auicke in her harte. At 
18a generalle , that the;perſon that is entterlp beloued, 
cau 


h euex great greł at the deth. And as foz me J paſſe 


 thelpferyght ſozowfullp,though J ſhewe a-topfjll face, 


pet I want myzth at my harte. And amonge wyſe men be⸗ 
ynge ſoꝛowkulle, and chewynge their faces-merye, 1 
no 9 N 

ſweare.by the goodis immoztall, A fele mache 
anoze than I haue ſayde. Ind dyuers tyines we.thynke-J 
ſhuld fal do wne, bycauſe J deare not wepe with myne eies 
yet J fele it inwardly. I wolde fayne common with the in 
dyuers thynges. Come J pꝛay the to Bꝛpette to thenteute 
that we maye ſpeake together, And ſythe it hath pleaſed 
the goddis to take my chylde fro me, that Jloued (o well, 
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J wolde counſell with the, that art my louyng frend. But 
fewe dayes paſſed, there came hyther an ambaſſadour fro 
the Rodes,to whom J gaue the moſte parte of my hozſes: 
and fro the fartheſt parte of Spapne, there were bzoughte 
me. viit.of whiche J ſende the, iu. I wolde they were ſuch 
as myghte pleaſe the. The goddis be thy ſafegarde, and 
ſende me, and my wpfe ſome iope. Marcus Aurelius right 
ſozowkull hath wziten this with his owne hande, 


¶ A letter ſent by Marc the emperour, to 
MPꝰParcurtno beynge at Sannp, nowe 
| called Benauente; 
The.ix.letter. 


r ſpecyall frende and auncient compani⸗ 
on a mellanger of thyne, and a lackeye of 

mpne, wente oute together at Capue, the 
one bare my delpze and affectts to the, and 
Athe other bzoughte a letter to me. And pk 
- thou loke well, thou mayſte ſee my harte,. 
_._ ...:  asfullofthoughtes, as J ſee thy letter of 
complayntes. Thou doeſt ſende to comfozte me in my ke⸗ 
yer tertian, I thanke the greatly therof, and it is come in 
a good ſeaſon, Foz the goyng of the feuer out of my poulſe 
and the toye of thy letter to my ſpyzite, is all one. And ſu⸗ 
rely if this caſe be lefte in my hande, and that my feuer 
retourne not, than thy conſolation (hall ſerue. Lo beholde 
the myſerie of man, that pꝛeſumeth to take awape real⸗ 


mes from other, and pet can not take the feuer out of my 


bones. Thou knoweſt well, that we loue tagyther, and ok 
a longe ſeaſon thyne amptie hathe truſted in me. Mp 
trouthe byndeth me, that thyne plles ſhoulde be myne, 
and my goodes thyne. Ind there is trewe _ where be 
AE two: 
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two bodyes ſeperate, and but one hart togyther. And there 
is but a bytter loue, where the hartes be as ferre aſonder, 
as the ſtraungenes of they; perſones. Take hede J pzaye 
the, that our loue be not inuenimed with vnkyndnes, noz 
our remembzance enpopſened with ſmall thoughtes, and 
F bepnge an other than thou art hexe, and thou beynge an 
other than J am there, in maner that myne abſcnce with 
thy pꝛeſence, and my pꝛelence with thy abſence, may ſpeake 
togither. Thy mellager hath ſhewed me the loſſe of thy goo 
des, and bp the letter J knowe the anguyſhe of thy per⸗ 
Conne. And it hath ben ſhewed me, that thou haſte havde 
a ſhyppe pcryſhed, and that thy factours, Ipke wyſe men, 
to ſaue thepz perſonnes, dydde thzowe thy marchandyſe in 
to the ſee, Me thynke, thy ſhyppe hathe eaſed the of thy 


charge. But I thpnke as it ſemeth by the, they thzewe not 


ſo many fardels into the ſee, as thoughtes into thy harte. 
And accozdynge as thou were befoze, J ſhoulde be moze 
bounde to ſerche foz thy leade and tynne, thanne foz thy 
hatte. Thy leade is lonken to the bottome, but thy coun⸗ 
fell is ſpꝛedde abzoode ouer all the wozlde. Ff thou ſhoul⸗ 
deſte nowe dye, and thy bodye be opened, of trouthe J 
thynke, that thy hart ſhuld be rather found dꝛowned with 
thy leade, than alpue with thy bodpe. O Mcrcurius,at 
this houre thou keleſt no maladye of any feuer tercian, as 
F doo, foz the harte of thp bodye, and the dolour of thy 
ſpirite, cauſeth the to haue a quartapne, And this eupll is 
not in the body, but in the ſhyppe, not on the crthe, but in 
the ſee: not with phiſitions, but philoſophers. Fcounſaple 
the to ſeke hel the : Foz there thp lyfe is d20wned, where thy 
leade is ſonken. Be not angry, foz though thou haſte not 


thy leade with the, thy leade hath the with it. Ofte tymes 


auarice ſeketh out the auartfcious, and ſomtyme the aua⸗ 
ticious lcke auatice. It is ſhewed me, thou art ſoʒy, by⸗ 


cauſe j 
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cauſe thy domage can haue no remedy : and doeſt thou not 
know, that where no remedp is, thou oughteſt to take paz 
tiencet O Mercurius, nowe thou knoweſt, that whan thou 
diddeſt aduenture thy goodes to the ſuſpectous rockes, and 
thy delyzes to the depe wawes of the ſee, and thy couragi⸗ 
ous auàryte, to the impoztunate wyndes, and thy leed to 
ſtraunge waters, and as iopous, and deſyzous as thy fa- 
ctours went fozth, in truſte of wyunpnge, as noche nowe 
thou arte ſure of the loffe : and thus is thy deſpze dzowned 


and thy hope ſcapsd, Doeſt thou not remembze, that Dos 


crates, caſtynge into the ſee, not leade, but golde, not a lp⸗ 
tell, but a great dele, not goodes of other mennes, but of 
his owne, not by foztune. but by his wyſedome, ſayde, J 
wyll dzowne theſe gylefull richeſſes, to thentent that they 
ſhall not dzowne mee But I thynke,if a man ſhould ſe the 
do ſo, he ſhuld here the ſap : O my ſwete rycheſſes, J had 
rather dꝛowne mp ſelt, than other ſhuld dzowne you : This 
atncient wyſe man durſt not truſte in golde, and thou wilt 
truſt on leade: caſt lottes amonge pour goddts,he of Ithe⸗ 
nes, and thou of Rome, whiche of you hath moſt fapled, oz 
els is moſte aſſured: he, that caſt his gold from the erth, in 
to the ſe, oꝛ elles thou that woldeſt bzynge thy leade out of 
the ſe vpon the erth : J knowe, that the ancient Romains 
wyll ſap, it is he, and the pꝛeſent couetous folke wyll ſape, 
it is thy ſelfe, And J thynke, in this thou art diſpꝛayſed in 
the pꝛapſe therof and the viſpzapſed is alowed of all men. 
Thy meſſager tolde me, that thou were right ſozy and he- 


| uy, and crieit out in the nyghte, callynge on che gaddes, 


and wakeſte thy neyghbours, complaynynge on foztune. 
am ſoze diſpleaſeth foz thy heupnes, bycauſe ſozowe is 
nexte frende to thy ſolytarines, and ennemy to company, 


| and hepze of deſperation, J am ſozyec foz thy cryenges in 
the nyghte: foz it induleth foly. Foz the nyght, coucrynge 
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all the wozlde with derknes, thou aloue wylt diſcouer thy 
harte with crienges. J am not pleſed, that thou complay- 
neſt vpon the goddis, bycauſe they haue taken ſome thing 
fro the: bycaule thou that were alofte, they haue bzoughte 
lower: No2 I am not pleſed, that thou awakeſt thy neigh⸗ 
bours fo2 thy ryches, that cauſed them to enup the: thy pa⸗ 
cience ſhuld moue them to cõpaſſion. Noz Jam not contet, 
that thou ſhuldeſt ſo complayne on foztune: foʒ the thynge 
ſo well knowen of many.ſhuld not be inkamed by one alone 
O Mercurtus remembꝛe, that with them, with whom truce 
is taken, thou wylt entre agayne into the fielde of deftance, 
We vnbend, and thou wylt ſpend thy ſperes, Thou neuer 
cameſt into the fielde, and pet thou woldeſt entoye the try⸗ 
umph. All be ſtopped, and thou woldeſt paſſe ſurely. Thou 
yeldeſt thy ſelfe to foztune, and doeſt thou not knowe, how 
ſhe beteth downe the high wals, and dekendeth the olde ro⸗ 
ten houſes, and peopleth where there lacketh people, and 
vnpeopleth where as peple bes Of enmies ſhe inaketh fre- 
des, and of frendes enmies, and diſpoyleth the vaquiſhers 
and crowneth them that be ouercom. Ok traytours, lhe ma 
keth true men, and trewe menne ſhe maketh ſuſpecte per⸗ 
ſons. And fynallp, foztune ts ſuche a mapyſtreſſe, that ſhe 
ruleth realmes, ouercommeth armies, beateth downe kin⸗ 
ges, exalteth tyzantes, to the deed ſhe gyueth lyke, aud to 
coine renoume, and to ſome ſhame, Why ſtyckeſt thou to 
her doeſt thou not remembze the wozde, that the kynge ok 
the Lacedemontens hadde at his gate, ſapenge: This | 
houſe is at the puttynge downe of foztune. In good ſothe | 
theſe were hyghe woꝛdes, and of greatte vnderſtandynge, 
he knewe foztune moche better than thou, ſith he rekeneth F 
his houſe at foztunes diſpolition, and not foz inheritance. | 
And pf he hadde loſte any thynge,as thou haſte done, he 


thoughte, that ſhe reſtozed it to other as theyꝛs, and had 


not 
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not taken his. Reaſon holdeth confidence, to argue thy 
treaſon, by that ſhe depoſeth the fro thy heyghte, to be an 
heriter: fo; he thut lpueth, herpteth deathe, and not death 
the lyle, fo: all dyeth, and it heriteth all in theyꝛ lyfe. Wylt 
thou take vengeaunce,of that hath gyuen the ſo moch pein 
(Therfoze take this councell: be freunde to fo2tunes enmpe. 
the whiche is the graue: Ouer them that be bozne, and not 
ouer them that dye, is her empyze. O howe many greatte 
lozdes haue ben the thoughtes. of thy harte, ſoo as many 
wozmes ſhall be in thyn entrayles What greatter victozy 
mape be, thanne ſhe that ouercometh all lpuers, ſhall be 
banquyſhed of the alonely by dethe. J ſape one thynge to 
the, that all onely he that is clofed in his graue, is aſſured 
ok all thinges of this Iyfe, Thy meſlager ſhewed me, that 
this ſommer thou woldeſt come to Rome, and now that it 
is wynter, thou wylte fayle into Ilexandape. O, mp frende 
Mercurio, whan thy lyfe dzaweth to an ende, thou begyn⸗ 
neſt to be auaritious. Thou ſhalt fynde two cities in this 
wozlde, in two extremites, Rome the heed of vice, and A- 
lexandoye the ende of all vertues. I ſaye of thy merchaun⸗ 
dyfe, in Rome thou dooſt charge thy body with vices, and 
in Aletaundzye thy harte with with thoughtes. Þ ſwere by 
the othe ol a iuſte man that thou ſhalte haue moze deſp2e of 
that thou leaueſt, then contentation of that thou beareſte 
away. Thott remembzeſt not, howe it is wynter, and thou 
mult paſſe the ſee, and but if the pilotes lye to mecthe cauſm 
ſeaſon moſt ſure; is che vigil of che moꝛe vnfoʒtunee Thou 
wylt ſape, thy ſhnppes he voyde, and therfoze they ſhall go 
moe furcly, Ibeleue they ſhall go moze charged with aua 
tice, thanne they ſhall come with ſylke. O what a good 
che unge ſhall it be, if the auatice of Jtaly myght be chaun 
ged fo2 ſylke of Alexandzy. I knowe lurelp theyz ſylke wyl 
lade a ſhyppe, and our aua rice wyll lade 9 _ Great 
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is that couetyſe, whiche the ſhame of the wozlde doth. not 
tepzeue, noz the feare of death ſtoppe, no2 reaſon appoynt. 
I ſap it, bycauſe that he, which in ſuche a tyme offreth hun 
ſelfeto peryll, epther couetyſe ſurmounteth him, oz els vn⸗ 
derſtandynge fayleth hym. And bycauſe J can fynde none 
other excuſe ſufficient to excuſe ine to the, but that thou art 
as moche knowen by the ſee, as bnknowen to the goddis, 
that is, the vnſtable wawes knowe the wicked harte and 
vnreſtefull, and the hard? rockes bnruly menne: and one 
wynd knoweth an other wynd. J pꝛap the ſhewe me, what 
thou wylt go lerchee Wylt thou go into the gulfe of Arpi⸗ 
no foz to ſeke thy leade? Than take hede, and thpnke, how þ 
the fyſhe hath eaten thy harde leade, and let them not cate 
thy ſofte fleſhe, Thou wylt peraduenture go ſeke thy goo⸗ 
des with peryll of thy Ipfe, and to leaue renowme at thy 
deth, Knoweſt thou not, that ſuche reuowme, is a ſalue foz 
a rewine, a baume foꝛ aſwownpng, lyght to a blynde pers 
ſonne, a nyghtingale to the deake? J wpll diſcouer the en» 
buſhement, er thou falle therin. Thou ſekeſt thought foz 
thy ſelfe, enuye foz thy neyghbours, ſpurres foz thyne ene» | 
mies, wakynge fo: theues, peryll foz thy bodp, damnati⸗ 
on foz thy renome, the endynge of thy lyfe, flyghte fo} thy 
frendes,p2oceſſe foz thy chyldzen, and curſynge foz thyne 
heires. Ind bycaule the feuer haſteth towarde me, J leaue 
my penne to wzite any moze, Pp wyfe Fauſtine ſaluteth 
the, and is ſoꝛe diſpleaſeth foz thy loſſe. I ſende the a pzout 
toni te che entent that a ſhyppe map be gyuen the, bycauſe 


thou ſhaldeſt not loſe thy witte. It thou be in Aiexandzie 


returne not by Rhodes, leaſte the Pyzates take the. The 
goddis be thy ſaufgard, and ſende me and other good lyfe, 
and good name with ſtraungers. 
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¶ QA letter ſent by Marc the Emperour to Antigonus. 
cCeomkoztyng him in a ſozowfull caſe 
CThͤhe tenthe letter. 


5 Arke pꝛetout Romapne, Edile, Cenſoꝛʒine, com 
9 pauton ok the empite, to the Intigonus ba⸗ 

n nylhed, ſendeth greting to thy part, and good 
Ii bvovpe of the ſenate. To me beynge in Cam⸗ 
pain, thy heuꝝ caſe was. ſhewed, and at this 
houre in the temple ol Jupiter was thy pitifull letter deli⸗ 
uered to me. J fele as moche as thou feleſt, and am hutte 
with as many woundes . As thou art feparate fro thy neigh 
bours,ſo in lyke wyſe J am banyſhed from my wyttes: and 
J wepe at this houre foz the, as thou in my trauaples haſt 
wepte fox me: and nowe J kele foz the, as thou haſte felte 
foz me. Foꝛ to frendes affiicted with ſoꝛowe, we oughte to 
gyue remedy tothepz perſones, and conſolation and com- 
paſſion to theyꝛhattes. I ſwere to the by the lawe of good 
men, in this caſe J haue not ben vncourteps of aunciente 
tyme, noz cruell at this tyme, to feele it. As I redde the ly⸗ 
nes of thy letter, J coulde not holde my bandes from ſha- 
kyngr, noz my harte fram ſpghyng. noz mpn epen fro we⸗ 


pong, toſe the ſmall thing that thou ſendeſt to demaunde. 
and moche moze foz lacke of power to ſende to the. The 


greatteſt infoꝛtune of all infoꝛtunes, is whan a man mape 


do lyttell, and wolde do moche, And the greatteſt foztune 


of all koztunes is, whan a man mape do moche, and wplle 
do but Iyttell.” In this J wyll fe, if thou haſt fozgotten our 


amttie, and aduentureſt at one tyine, that J haue truſted 


in the dyuers times. Thou knoweſt well, that in the yonge 


dapes of imp pouth, al thinges were diſcharged fro my hart 
and charged them to thyne vnderſtandynge. Than it is a 
luſt chung, that thy trauayles ſhulde be diſcharged fro thy 


wylle 
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is that couetyſe, whiche the ſhame of the wozlbe doth. not 
tepꝛeue, noz the feare of death ſtoppe, noz reaſon appoynt, 
I ap it, bycauſe that he, which in ſuche a tyme offreth him 
ſelte to perpll, epther couetyſe ſurmounteth him, oz els vn⸗ 
derſtandynge fapleth hym. And bycauſe J can fynde none 
other excuſe ſufficient to excuſe me to the, but that thou art 
as moche knowen by the ſee, as bnknowen to the goddis, 
that is, the vnſtable wawes knowe the wicked harte and 
vnreſtefull, and the hard? rockes vnruly menue: and one 
wynd knoweth an other wynd. J pꝛap the ſhewe me, what 
thou wylt go lercher Wylt thou go into the gulfe of Arpi⸗ 
no foz to ſeke thy leade? Than take hede, and thpnke, how |. 
the fyſhe hath eaten thy harde leade, and let them not cate 
thy lofte fleſhe, Thou wylt peraduenture go ſeke thy goo⸗ 
des with peryll of thy Ipfe, and to leaue renowme at thy 
deth, Kno weſt thou not, that ſuche reuowme, is a ſalue foz 
a rewine, a baume foꝛ aſwownpng, lyght to a blynde pers 
ſonne, a nyghtingale to the deake: I wpll dilcouer the ens 
buſhement, er thou falle therin. Thou ſekeſt thought foz 
thy lelfe, enuye koꝛ thy nepghbours, ſpurres foꝛ thpne ene. 
mies, wakynge fo: theues, peryll foz thy bodp, damnati⸗ 
on foz thy renome, the endpnge of thy lyle, flyghte fo2 thy 
frendes,pzoceſſe foꝛ thy chpldzen, and cutlynge foz thyne 
heires. And bycaule the feuer haſteth towarde me, J leaue 
my penne to wzite any moze, Mp wyfe Fauſtine ſaluteth | 
the, and is ſoꝛe diſpleaſeth foz thy loſſe. I ſende the a pzout | 
ſioli te che entent that a ſhyppe map be gyuen the, bycauſe 


Thou ſhaldeſt not loſe thy witte. It thou be in Ziexandꝛie 


returne not by Rhodes, leaſte the Pyzates take the. The 

goddis be thy ſaufgard, and ſende me and other good lyfe, 

and good name with ſtraungers. 8 | 
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¶ A letter ſent by Marc the Emperour to Antigonus. 
dF .cemfoztyng him in a ſoꝛowfull caſe | 
;:1.: +, che tenthe letter. 


Are pꝛetoutr Romane, Edile, Cenſozine, com 
3 pauton ok the empire, to the Antigonus ba⸗ 
I uyſhed, fendeth greting to thy part, and good 
I vope of the ſenate. To me beynge in Cam⸗ 
— pain, thy heuy caſe was. ſhewed, and at this 
dure in the temple ol Jupiter was thy pitifull letter deli⸗ 
uered to me. J fele as moche as thou feleſt, and am hurte 
with as many woundes . As thou art feparate fro thy neigh 
bours, ſo in lyke wyſe J am banyſhed from mp wyttes: and 
J wepe at this houre foz the, as thou in my trauaples haſt 
wepte koz me: and nowe J kele foz the, as thou haſte felte 
foz me. Foꝛ to frendes affiicted with ſoꝛowe, we oughte to 
gyue remedp to:thepz perſones, aud conſolation and com» 
paſſion to they hartes. I ſwere to the by the lawe of good 
men, in this caſe I haue not ben vncourteps of aunciente 
tpme.noz cruell at this tyme, to feele it. Is I redde the ly⸗ 
nes of thy letter, Þ coulde not holde my handes from ſha⸗ 
kyngr no my harte from ſyghyng. noz mpn epen fro we⸗ 
pypng, to ſe the ſmall thing that thou ſendeſt to demaunde. 


© 


| and moche moze fo2 lacke of power to ſende to the. The 
| greatteſt info;tune of allinfoztunes, is whan a man mape 
do lyttell, and wolde do moche. Ind the greatteſt foztune 


of ail koztunes is, whan a man mape do moche, and wile 


do but lpttell. In this I wyll ſe, it thou haſt fozgotten our 
amttie, and aduentureſt at one tpine, that J haue truſted 
in the dyuers times. Thou knoweſt well, that in the ponge 
| dapes of iny pouth, al thinges were diſcharged fro my hart 
| and charged them to thyne vnderſtandynge. Than it is a 

luſt ching, that thy trauayles ſhulde be diſcharged fro thy 
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wyll, and charged bpon my harte. And in this maner thou 


and other, ſhall ſee and here, that my handes ſhalbe as re⸗ 
dy to temedye the, as my teares of wepynge are foꝛ thy da- 
mage. Howe come to the reſte of euyll foztune, Thou gy- 


ueſt me knowledge, that the goddis haue taken a dough⸗ 


ter fro the: And the monſtroũs earthquake hath thzowen 
downe thy howſe,and the ſenate hath gytiena ſentence a- 
gaynſte the, wherby thy goodes are loſte, and thy perſone 


banyſhed, The goddis be to me as pꝛopice and meke, as 


they haue ben cruelle to the. J ain ſoze abaſſhed, of: that 
my ſpitite hath contepued in this, as of the loſſe, thatithsu 
t thy wyfe haue felte: pet am J not abaſhed of the monſter 
that feareth the people, no2 of the trymblynge, that hathe 
ſhaken downe thy houles, no2 of the kyze, that hath bzente 
thy goodes, noz of the goddis that haue permytted ſuche 
thynges to falle: But J amabaſhed, that there is ſo mo⸗ 


che malpce in the, and in thy neyghbours: Faꝛ the whiche 


tuſtely pe do deſerue to haue ſo hozrpble and cruelle cha⸗ 
ſtyſementes. Beleue me in one thynge Antigonus, and 
double it not, yf men lyued lpke men, and chaunged not 
the rule of conditours, the goddis wolde then be alwayes 
as goddis, not to cauſe vs to be bozne of out mothers, to 


. gyue vs ſo cruell chaſtiſemetes by the haude of monſtrous 
beaſtes, Certaynely it is iuſte and moſte iuſte, that bzute 


beaſtes be chaſtyſed by other bzute beaſtes, and the mon⸗ 


ſterous, by other monſterous beaſtes, and ſuche as offende | 


with greatte fautes, to be punyſhed with greate peynes. 


I ſaye to the one thynge, the whiche ſemeth a newe thynge 


to the, and that is this, the eupll perſones offende:moze by 
inkamp, than the goddis gyue theym peyne foz it, rather 


than foꝛ the offence that is cõmitted agaynſt them. As the 
goddis naturally be pitiefull, and alwaye haue the name | 


therof, ſo we are alwapes eupl, and our eu ines * 
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full werkes deſerue to haue ſoze chaſtiſement. The ſpmple 
folkes call the goddis cruell, tn that they ſe they: chaſtiſe⸗ 
ment openlp, and foz they ſee not our ſecrete plneſſe. Than 
the'goddts haue reaſon to complapne, bicauſe we with our 
ſinnes offend them, and they by our cruelnes are infamed, 
An ineffablerule it is, that the pitiefull goddis do not pu⸗ 
nyſhe extremely with extreme chaſtiſementes, ſpthe that 
kyꝛſte the vicious men doo extremely with extreme vices, 
The tyme that Camillus was banyſhed Capue, and that 
the frenche men poſſefſed Rome, Lucius Clarus conſule 
was ſent by the ſenate to the ozacle of Apollo, to demande 
counſell, what the Romayne people ſhuld do to be delpue⸗ 
red out of their great perplle. And there this conſule was 
xl. dapes within the temple on his knees befoze Apollo, 
offeringe right ſtraunge ſacrifices, and ſhedde many tea⸗ 
res with wepynge, and yet he coulde haue none anſwere? 
and ſo with no ſmall inconueniences he returned to Rome. 
Than the holy lenat lente out of euery temple two pꝛieſtes 
and whan they were pꝛoſtrate on the erthe. Apollo ſayde: 
As one begynnynge is cozreſpondent to an nother begyn⸗ 
nynge, and one place to an nother. Meruaplle thou not, 
though by the reaſon of an extreme demaunde, Iſhewed 
mp ſelfe extreme to anſwcre, ye Romapnes ſythe ye faylle 
men, ye come to ſeke to the goddis, foz the occaſion wher⸗ 
of we wyll gyue you no good counſaile whan pe haue nede, 
noꝛ perinitte that men ſhulde fauour you, wyan pe goo to 
ſeke foʒ them. Regarde my frendes, not foz the ſacrifices, 
that ye haue offred to me, but koz the amitie, that I haue 
had with pour fathecs in tyme paſt, J wyll diſcouer to you 
a ſecrete, the whiche ts, that ye ſhall ſape to the Romapnes 


kro me.bit.thynges. The kyrſte is, lette neuer man leaue 


the goddis foz an other man, foz feare that the goddis de⸗ 
parte kro the mylerable man in his moſte * 3 
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tie, The li. is, that moze auapleth to holde the parte of 
one of the goddis (minoztall, that is in heuen, than with 
all the moztall men in the wozlde, The. ili.is, that menne 
ſhulde beware to anoye the goddts, foz the pꝛe of the god: 
des doth moze domage than the iniquitte of all men. The 
liit.ts, the goddis neuer foꝛgette a man at any tyme, but 
if the goddis be fozgotten by men a. M. tymes. The. b. 
is, that the goddis do ſuffre, that one ſhall be pcrſecuted 
by an other that is ylle, oz they haue fyzſte perſecuted one 
that is good. And therfoze pe are ſtryken with the feates of 
the frenchemen: bycauſe pe haue perſecuted and banyſhed 
Camillus pour naturalle nepghbour. (The .vi. ts, yk the 
men wpll haue the goddis fauourable in the tyme of warre 
they muſte ſerue them fyzſte in tyme of peace. The. vit.is 
that the pitiefull goddes lendeth not to any realme ſome 
extreme chaſtiſemente, but pt it be foz ſome extreme offen- 
ces commytted in the ſame realme. And ſhewe to the Se⸗ 
nate, that J wolde make none anſwere to Lucius Clarus, 
bycauſe thep ſent ſo pll a man to thepʒ god Apollo as am⸗ 
baſſadour, the which they ought not to haue done. Pe Ko⸗ 
mapns take this counſell of me, and pf pe fynde it pll, take 
no moze of me, Ju a ſtraunge meflage ſende alwapes the 
moſte eloquent men, and in pour ſenate ſet the wyſeſt men. 
And commytte pour hoſtes to valiant capitayns : and to 
your goddes ſende al wape the moſt innocent men. The iuſt 


goddes neuer appeaſe their ires againſte vntuſt men: but 


ik the requirers be verp innocente and meke, Foz a fowle | 
veſſell is not made cleane but with fapze water. Foz with 
foule handes it is hard to make the veſſell clene. The gods | 
dis be ſo iuſt, that they wyll not gyue iuſte thynges but by 
hãdes of tuſt men. Finallp J ſay. if ye wyl dꝛiue the french⸗ 
men your ennemies out of your landes, fyzſte caſte out the | 
paſſtons fro your hartes, Thynke foz trouth, that the — | 
es 
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des wpll neuer dziue pour ennemies out of Italp, ty ll Ca⸗ 
myllus and all the gyltles that be banyſhed, be returned a⸗ 
gayn to Rome, Certaynly the cruell warres that the god- 
dis permptte at this tyme pꝛeſente, is but a warnynge of 
the chaſtiſementes foz offences paſſed. Foz that the pil men 
haue done to the innocentes in dyuers dapes, after by the 
handes of other that be yl, the paiment is made in one dap. 
This anſwere Apollo made to the pꝛieſtes flampnes, that 
were ſent to hym out of Rome, whiche thinge made the ſe⸗ 

ate ſoze abaſhed. I remembze, that in the boke of the aun⸗ 
ſwere of the goddis, in the annales of the capitoll, there J 
kounde it: the whiche boke the fyzſt daye of euery monethe 
was red by a ſenatour,befoze all the other ſenatours of the 

ſenate.Therfoze frende Antigonus, as the god Apollo ſaid 

ik thou wylte not bpleue me, that am thy krende, beleue the 
god Apollo. O Antigonus, beholde howe the vnderſtan⸗ 

dyng of vayn men are but beſtly to the ſpirites of the god⸗ 

dis, whiche are ſecret and hyd: and where as they ſpeke, all 

other ought to be ſtylle. Foꝛ one counſell of the goddis ts 

moze woꝛth in mockerie, th al the counſels of men, though 

they be neuer lo erneſt, Ok whens thinkeſt thou that this 

comethe J ſhall ſhewe the: The goddis are ſo perłpte in 

ail bountte, and ſo wpſe in all wyſedome, and we are lo yl in 

al malpce, and ſo ſimple in al ſimplenes, that though they 


wolde erre, they can not bycauſe they be goddis: and we 


that wolde be aſſured,erre,bycauſe we be men And here in 
Aſe what a bzute beaſt man is: foz al theſe moztal men are 
ſo entier in their owne wllles, that they wpl loſe moe in fo⸗ 
lowyng their owne opinion, than wynne by the counſell of 


an other man: and that woꝛſt of all is, they take ſo the bytte 
in the teeth in doynge yll, that there is no bꝛydell that can 
rekrapne them. Aud they are lo llowe to do well, that there 
| G no pꝛicke noz ſpourre that can dꝛyue them fozwarde. 


LI. fi. Thou 
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Thou doeſt complayne of the pytiefull goddis, and ok the 
ſacrate ſenate, Alſo thou complapneit of toyfulle foztune, 
Thze thinges tiere be, that one of them is inoughe with 
one ſtroke of a ſtone, to take awap thy Iyfe, and burp thy 
renoume. And whan eche of them hath dꝛawen the apart. 
than altogether wyll ſtrpke on the with ſtones, Thou haſt 
taken great competitours,and yet I knowe not what thy 
wozthpnes is. J ſhall ſhewe the ſome ſtrengthes and valt- 
antnes that the aunciente barons hadde, and therby thou 
ſhalt ſe, what they of this woꝛlde dothe holde. 

¶ The felawe of Scipio Naſica toke a lerpente in the 
mountapns of Egypte, whiche after it was flapne, flayed, 
and the ſkynne melured in the fclde of Mars, it was. vi. 
ſcoze fote of lenght. Hercules of Thebes pꝛoued his fozce 
with the ſerpente Hydꝛa. And in ſtrykynge of one of his 
heedes, there ſpꝛange out. vii. other heades. 

¶ Mylon the gyaunt to exerciſe his ſtrength was accuſto⸗ 
med euery dape to ouertake a bull with rennyng a fote, and 
caſt hun downe, and he made many courſcs with the bull, 
as it were an other naked ponge man: and pet, that was 
moze metuaple, he with one ſtroke of his fyſt flewe the bull, 
and the ſame daye wolde eate hym all together. 7 


¶ On mount Olympe Ceraſtus the giaunt of the nacion 


of Gzece, wiaſceled with mo than. l. M. menne, and none 
coude ſtyze no ſhake hym. And if Homere begyleth vs not 
of this gia unt, he was ot ſuche fame and dedes, that eue⸗ 
ty foure petes, there was a tuſtome, that all nations of the 
921d went to wꝛaſtle at mount Olympe. And therok came 
the rekenpnge of the Olympiades. 
¶ In the ſecond warre punike amonge the captiucs of ſo⸗ 
roweful Carthage, Scipio bzoughte a manne, a lozde of 
Maurytapne,ryght ſironge and terſe to behold:and in ce⸗ 
lebzatynge a ſpectacle in the palayes of Rome, whiche = 
Wan 
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than of greatte renoume, there were innumerable beaſtes 
ron at. This captiue paiſoner lept into the parke, and kyl⸗ 
led two beares, and wzaſtled with a lyon a great whyle: fi⸗ 
nally beyng ſoze hurte with the lyons pawes, he ſtrangled 
the lyon with his handes. This was a monfirons thinge 
o ſe, and nowe it ſemeth incredible to be beleued. 
¶ In the pere. CC CC. xx. of the foundation of Rome, Cu⸗ 
cio Ledent a renoumed capitapne, compnge fro Tarente 
agaynſte Pyꝛro kynge of the Epirotes:he was the firſt that 
bꝛought.tiii. Oltphantes to Rome the day of his triumph. 
Stages and places were made foz. xxx. M. men to ſe the 
rennynge of theſe Oliphauntes: and in the myddes of the 
paſtyme the plankes bzake, and lewe mo than. v. M. per⸗ 
ſons, And amonge them there was Numatian, the whiche 
are vpon his ſhulders a planke with mo than. ini. C. men 
vll that he and they were ſuccoured. 
L Gaius Ceſar beynge ponge, fleinge the companye of 
Sylla, bycàuſe he was pertepnpnge to Marius, he bepng 
imonge the Rodiens whan his meate with courſynge and 
unnynge of hozſes, with his handes bounde behynd hym, 
{t was a monſtrous thinge to ſe, as the annales wptneſſe: 


| *10we he wolde gupde the hozſes with his knees loo fate, 


18 _ he hadde dzawen them with the reynes of thepz 
udelles. | | 
{{ In the.rv.ycre that the capitapne of Cartagenens en⸗ 


red into Italp. oure auncient fathers ſent to the reaime 


if Frigie foz the dyeſſe Berechintia, mother of the goddis, 


and whan ſhe arryued at the pozte Hoſtie, the ſhyppe that 
he camme in, ranne vppon the ſande, and by the ſpace of 


itt, dayes. xx. M. menne, that came in the armpe, coude 


not remoue it: by chaunce came thyther one of the virgins 
bveſtales named Rea, whiche with her gyzdclle tyed to the 
ſhyppe, dzewe it to the lande as ealely as ſhe wolde haue 


LI. iti. dꝛawen 
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dꝛawen a th:ede from the dyſtaffe, And to the intente that 
we ſhulde beleue ſuche thynges, as we here were done in 
tymes paſt, we may knowe it by dedes done pzeſently in our 
daye, J remembze whan my lozde Adzian came fro Dacie 
he dydde cclebzate a ſpectacle in Rome, wherin there was 
mo than. ii. M. wylde beſtes, and the thinge moſte notable 
that we haue ſene, there was a knyght bozne by the ryuer 
Danubio, who toke a hozſe and ran into the parke, and ſlew 
ſo many wylde beſtes, that there fledde fro hym lyons, leo⸗ 
pardes, beares, olpphantes, and we dyd flee fro them: and 
he llewe mo of them than they dpd of men. (Theſe range 
thynges J haue recyted to the, that of all theſe Jam not 
ſs abaſhed,as I am of the to le the redye to doo atmes as 
geinſt che goddts, and ageinſt the ſenate, and agepnſt foz- 
tune. (Theſe thze are gyauntes in bertuouſe balyauntyſe, 
and happy at all tymes : and they be luche as commaunde 
them that commande other. The goddis by theyz natura⸗ 
lytie and power cloſe vp the furtes, and gouerne the ſter⸗ 
res. And the lenate with theyz tuſtpce ouercommeth real⸗ 
mes, and ſubdued tyzantes: and koztune with her tyꝛanny 
taketh them that they leaue, and leauethe them that they 
take: and honoureth them that they diſhonour, and cha⸗ 
ſtyſeth them that ſerue her: ſhe begyleth euer perſon,and 
no perſon begyleth her: ſhe pꝛomyleth moche, and fulfyl- 
leth nothynge: her ſonge is weppnge, and her wepynge is 
ſonge, to them that be deed amonge wozmes, and to them 
that lyue in koꝛtune: as them that be pzeſent ſhe ſpurneth 
with her fete, and thzeateth them that be abſent, All wyſe 
men ſhzynke fro her, but thou lyke a fole ſheweſte her thy | 
face. Ok one thynge J am abaſhed of the, to complapne of 
the ſenate, and pet J meruaple not: foꝛ in concluſion they 
be but men: pet of trouth in thynges of iuſtyce they ought | 
to be moze than men. Zud to coinplapn on foztune, J = g 
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gayle not a lttell:foʒ in the ende foztune ts foꝛtune among 
moztall men. And all the heuens is of an aunctente qua⸗ 
relle, and whan we are beſette with mooſt greatteſt qua⸗ 
relles, than ſhe ſtryketh vs with moſt greuous hurtes. J 
haue great wonder, that thou beyng a Romapn, complap⸗ 
neſt on the goddes, as if thou were one of the barbariens. 
Foe Romayns are not ſo moche renowmed among all natt- 
ons fo; the multitude of realmes that we haue ouercome, 
as we are foz the great churches and ſerupces that we haue 
made, Thou complapneſt, howe the goddes haue bzoken 
thy houſes with an erthquake, and haue ſlayne thy dough- 
ter, felome in thy banyſhmente, and all in one daye: But 
thou doeſt not remembze the offences that thou haſt com⸗ 
mitted in dyuers caſes, O mp frende Antigonus, thou 
knoweſt not, that out of our yll pꝛoceſſes cometh fozth good 
ſentences, and thou knoweſt not, that oure wpcked wozkes 
are but a waking of true iuſtice. Knoweſt thou not, that the 
fierſe chaſtiſementes, is but a pꝛeſſe that haſteth the great 
tomminges of pour ponge defiresz and knoweſt thou not, 
that it is nothing that the goddes do chaſtiſe openly, to that 
they do diſſimule tn ſecrete? Doeſt thou not knowe that in 
concluſion the goddis be goddis, and the moztalles ar moꝛ⸗ 
talles, and they map do vs moze good in one dape, than we 
can do ſeruyce in a. C. M.pere.? Doeſt thou not knowe, that 
the leaſt pll done by the handes of the pittefull goddis, is 
moze goodnes than all the welth that may come by the han 
des of the cruell men? Than wherof doeſt thou complayny 
I pꝛap the be ſtyll. Ind ſith thou art amonge ſtraungers, 
ſuftre. Ind thou wylt haue honour, diſhonour, not the god⸗ 
dis of the Romains. Fo} the vniuſt men do gret iniuſtice to 
ſpeke pl of the that be iuſt, a ſpectally of the goddis, foʒ the 
are moſt iuſt. Certainly as Cicero ſaith the greteſt faut in a 
man that is good, is to approue the pl rather thã the wm 

and the 
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and the moſt greatteſt pucll in an pll man is to condemn» 


the good foz the yll. Thou knoweſt not how iuſt the gad. 

dis be. Ok trouthe they chaunge not foz any pzayer, noz 

leaue not foꝛ any thzetenynges.noz mocke not by wozdes: 

noz be not cozrupte with gyktes. Great ought thyn offence 

to be, ſythe the erthe hath taken vengeance foz the goddis: 
and thy innocent donghter hath papde the faute; fo2 the 

offence of her father. O Intigonus, doſte thou not know, 

that in all thinges the goddis map werke after t heir owne 

opinion and wplle, excepte in iuſtyce: foz in that they be 
goddis of all, they oughte to be cgall to alle And if their 

bountie doth bynde them to rewarde vs foz goodneſſe, no 
leſſe theyz iuſtice conſtrapneth them to chaſtyſe vs foz our 
plles. It is a greatte cuſtome, and a ryghtouſe Juſtice, 
He that wyllyngely dꝛaweth to ſynne, agaynſt his wyll is 
dzawen to peyne. J ſay it bycauſe thy doughter hath lefte 
to do ſome good openly, oz elles ſhe hath done ſome ſecrete 
plle, ſyth in her youth her lyke is bereued frome her father 
fo: enſamp:.. of chaſtiſement in other. And in the ende of 
thy letter thou complayneſt, that the peyn that men doo 
to the, ts moze greatter than the offences that thou haſte 
done to the goddis, And if hit be thus frende Antigone, 
thou oughtelt to haue no diſpleaſure, but pleaſure, no he⸗ 
Upnes but toye. And I lweare to the by the immoꝛtall god⸗ 
dis, wolde gladly chaunge my libertie foz thy captiup⸗ 
tie, and the ſtate of Rome foz thy banyſhement of Spcile 
And J ſhall telle the why: He is honoured amonge theym 
that be honoured, that fo2tune abateth without kaut e:and 
he is ſhamed amonge thepm that be ſhamed, that foztune 
tnhanceth without merite. Foz the ſhame is not in the inco- þ 
uenientes that is done to vs by men, but it is of the offence | 
that we committe agaynſt the goddis. And in lyke caſe the 
honourable Honour reſtethe not in the dignittes 1 we 
haue 
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haue, but in the good wozkes, wherby we merite, And 
therby the wozdes ſeme trewe, that the. ri. Emperoure of 
Rome bare wzyten in a rynge on his finger, whiche ſapde 
thus: Woze is he to be honoured, that delerueth honour 
than he that hath it and deſeructh it not, Thele wozdes 
are greatly to be noted,and ſpoked by a great lozde. Than 
retourne to the purpoſe. Thou complapnelt of the wꝛon⸗ 
es and greues that men do to men, and leue the goddts, 
J haue no meruaple: fo2 as the goddis do neuer vniuſte 
thynges, ſo the menne neuer lyghtly do any thynge iuſte 
Note this that J ſaye, and foꝛgette it not. The ſenate gy⸗ 
ueth an open peyne, and publyſheth the ſecrete kaulte, in 
ſuche maner that with the peyne they hurte vs, and with 
the kaute the ſhame vs. The goddes are moze pitiekull: 
foz though they gyue vs peyn, pet they kepe the faut cloſe, 
A my krend Antigone, though the goddes gather togyder 
the llouthe and wyckednes, that we cominptte lecretelpe. 
Beleue me and doubte not, the goddis gyue lyfe to many, 
the whiche men bereueth. Therkoꝛe J thy* ke, that thou 
ſhuldeſt thynke and wyſhe, that ſyth the goddis haue ſuf- 
fred the ylles that thou haft done ſecretly, that thou muſte 
ſuffre open chaſtiſement, that men haue gyuen to the. Foz 
otherwyſe thynkynge to put awaye the peyne, thou ſhalt a- 
byde charged with inkamy. J haue wzyten to tye this long 
epiſtle, to thentent that thou ſhuldeſt haue ſome thynge to 
paſſe the tyme with. Certaynly the greatteſt eaſemente to 
eaſe hymn that is in trauaple, is to exertyſe the wauerynge 
harte with ſome good occupations, J wyll wzite no moe 
to the at this tyme, but as touchynge thy banyſhemente, 
truſte me J ſhal bꝛynge the at one with the ſenate. J ſende 
Panutius mp ſecretatye to the, gyue as moche credente to 
his wozdes,as to my letter. And he bꝛyngeth a gowne to 
the. And therwith my harte and wylle foz to comfozte the. 
g Mm. Salu⸗ 
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Salutation, peace and good age be with the: and the ire 
ofthe goddis and yll fortune be ſeparate fro me. Marke, 
iny houſgolde, wyfe, and chyldzen ſalute the as thyn owne, 
And we ſalute all thy familie as oure owne. Though the 
halfe of mp letter be not of mp hande, comfozte the, foz my 
harte is entirely thyne. Thou knowelt howe J was grez 
uoully hurte in the warres of Dacte in inp hande, and in 
moyſte wethers one of mp kyngers ſlepeth. Thus J make 
an ende as alwapes thyne owne. 


¶ An other letter ſent by Marc themperour to the lame 
Antigonus ageynſt cru:ll iuges. 
Theleueth letter. 

Arke the ſycke manne, to the Intigonus ba- 
nyſhed, deſyzed ſalute koz hym, and reſte foz 
ay kaythe, To eſhewe the enuious trauaylles of 

* & Rome, and to ſe certayne bokes of Hebzewe, 

t = that were bzoughte to me fro Helya, I came 
hyther to Sana: I made greate haſte in my totzrnapes, 
bolvc be it at Salon the feuer toke me: and the. xx. daye 
of June J retepued thy ſeconde letter, and the ſame houre 
the fcuer quartepne toke me. I thynke none of vs bothe 
had the better hande. Foz neyther my longe letter dydde 
put awape thy travaple, noz.thp ſhozte letter dyd put awape 
wp feuer. And though as nowe the felpng of thy trauaple 
miniſheth that J had, the moze bzenneth the deſpze to re- 
mcdy the. Therfoze J wpll ſap ſome thynge to the, but not 
that I fpnde any conſolatton that thou haſte nede therof, 
In ſthe lawe of Rhodes J haue founde theſe wozdes : we 
commaunde. that none be ſo hardy to gyue counſaple with 
out remedp:foꝛ the woꝛdes to him that is in trouble giuethe 
ſinail conſolatton, whan there is no remedp. Allo the harte 
that is in ſoꝛow. hath moze reſt ſhewynge his owne 12 | 

than 
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than hering the conſolation of other, Thou ſapeſt in thy let 
ter, that the cenſures ar ryght rigozous in that realme: and 
therfoze all that nation hath yl wyl with the ſenate. J beleue 
well they haue good occaſion therof : foz diſhonoured men 
make the miniſters of 1uſyce to be rygoꝛous, and namely 
thep of that ple. Foz there is an ancient pꝛouerbe, that ſaith, 
lyghtly all theſe ylles ar pll, and the Siciliens woꝛſte of all. 
Now adays the pll are mpghty in theyz plies and the good 
with theyz vertues are kepte ſo clole, that pt there be not 
ſome bzpdell by iuſtice, the yll ſhulde poſleſſe all the wozlde, 
and the good ſhuld fynyſh ſhoztly, But finally to conſidere 
how vaable we be bozne,and ar enutronned with ſo many 
ylles, beyng ſubiecte to fo many miſeries. I meruaile not of 
the humanities that the humain people committeth: but J 
am aſhamed ok the cruel ſentence that our Cenſures do, not 
as Roinapns, but as cruell tpzantes, Ok one thynge Jam 
ſoze abaſhed. and greatly it troubleth my wyttes, ſeynge na- 
turally and of ryght the iuſtice of the goddis is good, and 
we offendyng them, and that haue iuſtice but lent to vs, yet 
we glozifpe vs to be cruell: ſo that the goddis do patdon in⸗ 
furtes dane to them, wherby fame of mekenes abydeth to 
them: and we chaſtyſe the iniuries of other wherby we wyn 
the fame of tyzantes. In good ſothe there is no man among 
men, no humain amonge the humains, but he is a bzute 
beaſt, and wylde amonge wyld beaſtes, that nameth hym 
ſcife to be of the fleſhe,and hath no pitie to hurte other fleſh: 
Noz conſpdereth not, that the goddis hathe made hyin a 
mcke beaſt and ldwly by nature, and he becommet ) a ficrs 
ſerpente by malyce, In the. xii.pere of the foundation of 
Rome, Romulus the fyzft kynge ſent a commaundemente 
into all places and realmes nigh to him:as to the Uolgues, 
Samptes, and Ruſſicns, to Capue, Tarentts, and Alba⸗ 
nois: to thentent that all ſuch as were banyſhed troubled 
Mm. ii. and 
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and perſecuted in their realmes, ſhulde come to Rome, and 
there they ſhulde be recepued and well entreated: and er= 
cept the hyſtozies lye, Rome was moe inhabyted in tenne 
peres, than Babylon oz Cartage in a. C. peres. O glozy- 
ous harte of Romulus, that ſuche a thynge inuented, and 
gloꝛious tongue, that ſuche a thynge commaunded: and 
glozious was the citye oꝛ coũtrep, that fouded them vpon 
luche mercp and pytie. Þ haue founde dyuers letters of 
dyuers realmes of the oziente, ſent fozth, mẽcionyng thus. 
We the kynge ok Parthes in Iſie, to the conſcrypt fathers 
of Rome, and to the happy people of Italp, and vnto all 
them of that emppꝛe, haupnge the name of Komapnes, 
and ſurename of clemency, Salutation to your perſones. 
We ſende peace and tranquilitie to you, as we demaunde 
the ſame of the goddis. 

¶ Thus than regarde, what gloztous title of Clemencte 
oure pꝛedeceſſours Romapnes had: and what exaumple 
of clemẽcy they haue lefte fo2 al emperours to come. Take 
this fo certapne that the Cenſures oz mynyſters of Ju⸗ 
ſtyce, foꝛgettpnge the pitie of the romayns ſhall be repu⸗ 
ted cruelle, as Batbariens : Noz Rome ſhall not repute 
them as her naturall chyldren, but as cruell ennempes: 
and not foz augmentours of the common welthe, but inka 
mours and robbers of clemency. 

¶ w han J was of the age of. xxx bii.perere, beynge in the 
ple of Crete nowe called Cypꝛes, in wynter tyme, There 
was a mountapne called Archadio, whervpon foure pyl⸗ 
lers were ſette, and a ſepulchze of a kyng of wozthy kame, 
and in his lyfe piticfull and full of mercy:and as one ſhe⸗ 
wed me, there were certayne wozdes waitten in greke let⸗ 
ters rounde about the ſepulchze ſapenge thus: J haue ta 
ken to me alwayes this counſayle, where as J myght do 
but lytell good, J neuer dyd harme: e that that J 9 
| aue 
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haue with peace, I neuer ſtroue foꝛ: Suche as J myghte 


ouercome with pꝛaper, J neuer keared with treatnynges. 
Where as J inyght remedy lecretlp. J dyd nener chaſtiſe 
openly: theym that J myghte cozrecte with warnynges, 
I ncuer hurted with beatynges : Suche as J chaſtiſed 
openly. I fyzſte aduertyſed ſecretly: and fpnally J neuer 
chaſtyſed one, but J fozgaue foure, Jam ryght fozowfull 
bycauſe that J haue chaſtyſed: and am glad bycauſe that 
J pardoned. In as moche as J was bozne as a manne, 
my fleſhe is here eaten with woꝛmes: and bycauſe Jhaue 
lyued vertuoullp in mp lyfe, my ſpirite ſhall now reſte with 
the goddis. 
C Bowe thynkeft thou mp krende Antigonus, what an 
Epitaphy was this e And howe glozious was his lyfe, 
ſythe the memoꝛie of hym vnto this daye abydeth foo im⸗ 
moztall? Aud as the goddis may helpe me in all goodnes, 
and defende me fro pll, J haue not ſo great delyte at Poms 
pey with his ariny, noz at Gaius Julius Ceſar with his 
Gaules of Fraunce, noz at Scipio with his Africans, as 
Jhaue at the kinge of Cypzes with his ſepulcher. Foz that 
kynge hath moze glozye in that mountapne beinge deade, 
than all the other had in all theyz lyues, with all theyz try⸗ 
umphes, that euer they had in Rome. J ſaye not, but that 
the wyckednes ok pll people ſhulde be chaſtyſed: foz with⸗ 
out comparyſon, he is wozſe that fauoureth the plle, than 
he that commptteth the yll: fo2 the one pꝛocedeth of weke⸗ 
nes: and the other of malice. But it ſemeth to me. and to all 
other that be wyſe, that as the ſynne is naturall, and the 
chaſtiſement voluntarie: ſo ought the rigour of Juſtyce to 
be temperate, ſo that the miniſters ſhoulde ſhewe com⸗ 
paſſton rather than vengeance : wherby the treſpaſſours 
ſhulde haue occaſion to amende theyꝛ ſynne paſſed, and 
not to reuenge the iniurie pꝛelente. O what places and 
Mm. iii. realmes 
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realines haue ben loſte, not f0z the plnes that the pll people 
hath committed, but rather by the diſoꝛdinate Juſttce, that 


the miniſters of iuſtice haue exercyſed e Thinking by theyz 


Cigotir to cozrecte the domages palled, wherby hathe rylen 
ſtzlaunders aud ſtryke, neuer none ſuch hard of afoze.Yohan 
a pꝛince lendeth any perſon with the charge of iuſtpce, he 
ought to laye to him theſe wozdes, whiche Auguſte Ceſar 
ſayd to the gouernour of Iffrike: J put not the confidence 
of mpn honour into thy handes, noꝛ committe to the my iu⸗ 
ſtyce, to be a diſtroper of innocentes, noz an executioner of 
ſpnners but that with one hande thou ſhuldeſt helpe the 
good to maynteyu them therin: and with the other hande to 
helpe to reyſe them that be yll from theyz noughtyneſſe. 
Ind mpn entention is to ſende the fozth to be a pzeceptoure 
of ozphans, and an aduocate foz wydowes, a ſurgton foz 
all woundes, a ſtaffe foz the blynde, a father to cuery per⸗ 
ſone, to ſpeake fapze to myn enmites,and to reiopce my kren⸗ 
des. In this maner J wolde thou ſhuldeſt vſe thy ſelfe in 
cucry place, ſo that by the fame of pietiefulnes, ſuche as be 
myn ſhalbe in reſte and content to be my ſubicctes, and that 
ſtraungers ſhalbe deſpꝛous to come and to ſerue me. 

¶ This inſtruction Auguſt Ceſar gaue to a gouernour of 
his, bycauſe it was ſhewed him, that he was ſomwhat cru- 
ell in that realme. Certainly they were ſhozte wozdes, but 
they be right com pendious. And wold to god they were wat- 
ten in the hartes of our iuges. Thou wziteſt, how that ile 
ts ſoze troubled by reaſon of the cenſures and iuges therof, 
It is a noyfulle trauaple to receiue the auctozite of iuſtyce 
into the hande of an vniuſte man: and it is a thinge not to 
be ſuffred,that one with tyzanny ſhulde tyzannyſe dpuers 
other: not with the lyfe, but with the auctozitie to cozrecte 
good inen,therby to be called a good cenſure. The auctozite 


of his office gyueu ts hym by his pꝛince oughte to be his ac⸗ 
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ceſſarie, and his good lyfe foz pꝛincipall: in ſuch maner, that 
by the rectitude of his iuſtice, the yl ſhuld fele the execution 
thcrof. All that haue auctozitie ſhuld tempꝛe it with wyſe- 
dome and purenes of lyupnge. It is a great goodnes to the 
common welth, and great confuſion to yin that is chaſtiſed 
with peyne, whan the miſerable that is chaſtiſed, ſeeth no⸗ 
thynge in hym that chaſtiſeth, wherby he hath deſerucd to 
be chaſtyſed. And contrarp, it is great ſlackenes in a pzince 
to commaunde, and greate ſhame to the comon welthe to 
conſente, and great inconuenience and repꝛoke to the iudge 
to execute: whan a pooze wzetche foz a (mall faute is put 
to moze pepne foz the ſaine (mail faut done in one day, than 
is gyucn to them that be great foz many tyꝛannpes, that 
they haue commytted durynge they? Iyfe, Theſe be they 
that peruerte the common welth, and fclaunder the wozlde, 
and put them ſelte out of auctozittc. | 
¶ In the. iii. ere that great Pompcte toke Elia, the which 
is nowe Jeruſalem, the lame tyme bepnge there Ualcrius 
Graccus, thyder came a Hebzewe, oz a iewe, as the annalcs 
ſhewe, to complapne to the ſenate of the wzonges and gre- 
ues that were done to hym in that londe, and fo in doynge 
his errande in the name of all that pꝛoupnte, he ſayd theſe 
wozdes, O fathers conſcript. O happy people, pour fatall 
deſtenies permitte, and our god leueth vs with Jeruſalem, 
lady of all Iſie, and mother to the Ebzues, to be in ſetuage 
of Rome and to the Romatns certetnly great was the power 
of Pompep and moch moze the fozce of his army to take vs 
But therfoze I ſap, that greater was the pze of our god and 
without capariſon Þ multitude of our ſinnes, wherbp me did 
writte to be loft. F wold ye knew one thing; a it ſoze diſplea⸗ 
ſed me, Þ pe Romains haue not pzoued it by experifce That 
is, our god is ſo iuſt, p̊ if among vs there had ben.r.1uſt men 
and among. l. M. pll, one good, he wold haue ꝑdoned al 3 pl; 
| nd 
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And than ye Romayns ſhulde haueſene as the Egiptiens 
dyd, howe our god alone may do moch moe than all your 
goddis togyther. And certaynly as longe as we be ſyn⸗ 
ners, ſo longe pe ſhall be our loꝛdes. And as longe as the 
vꝛe of the Hebzues God doth endure, ſo long ſhal the power 
ot the Romayns laſte. And bycaule in this caſe J folowe 
one wape, and by youre ſecte pe kolowe an other waye, ye 
can not retourne to honour one God onelp,noz F to honour 
dpuers goddis. J wyll leaue this matter to the God, by 
whoſe power we haue ben nouriſhed, and by whole bounte 
we be gouerned, and returne to the caſe of our embaſſade. 
pe knowe what peace hath ben betwene Rome and Judee 
and betwene Jndee and Rome, we with you, and ye with 
vs. In all thinges we haue obeyed pou, and pe vs. Moo 
tuſte thynge we haue denyed pou. And bycaule there is no 
thinge moze deſyzed ok the people, and leſſe put in opera⸗ 
tion than is peace, and there is nothyng moze abhozred, by 
the which abhozryng euery man lpueth, than is warre: J 
do warn you of this with truth, pꝛouide therfoze iuſtice, put 
them awapye that folowe pour wylles to do vs pll. Ind let 
vs haue no ſuche maliciouſe folke, as intyſe vs to rebell, 
The greatteſt ligne and ſtrongeſte pyller of peace is to put 
awape the perturbers of peace. What pzofyte is to ſape 
peace peace, and in ſecrete to ſape warre warre: I ſay this 
bicauſe pe haue baniſhed the eldeſt ſon of king Idumeo out 
of X yon foz his demerites, and ye haue ſente in his ſtede 
Campantus, Marcus, Ruffus, and Ualerius Gzaccus, 
foz pꝛelidentes. They be.iiii. plages, 02.titt, peſtilences, ſo 
that theleaſte of them were ſufficient to enpoyſon the hole 
Empire of Rome, than moche ſoner our miſerable realme 
of Paleſtpne. What thynge can be moze monſtrous, than 
that the iudges of Rome ſhulde lende men to put awapye yll 
cuſtomes fro thein that be pll, and they them ſelkes are the 
inuen⸗ 
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inuentours of newe vpces? vohat greatter ſhame and in⸗ 
conuenience is in iuſtyce, than they that haue auctozrtee 
to chaſtyſe wanton youth, to glozifye them ſelfe to be capi⸗ 
taynes of theym that be wylde e cohat greatter inkampe 
can be in Rome, than they that onght to be vertuouſe and 
iuſte, to gyue example to other to be yll and viciouſe: J lye 
ik they haue not lo wzythen and enlarged the diſcipline of 
iuſtyce, that they haue taughte the youthe of Jude ſuche 
byces, that haue not ben harde of by our fathers, fto2 red 
in no bokes noꝛ ſene in our tyme. O Romayns beleue me 
in one thynge, what counſelles Jude hath taken ok Rome 
at this houre, lette Rome take of Judee, Manp realmes 
are gotten with myghty capitaynes, and moche ſhedynge 
of blode, and ought to be obſerued with a good iudge, not 
in ſhedynge of blode, but in gettynge of hartes. Certaynly 
the rudge that wpnneth moo good wylles than money, 
ought to be beloued: and he that ſerueth foz monepe, and 
loſeth the good wylles, foz euer onghte to be abhozred as 
peſtilence. What thynke pe is the cauſe nowe adays, that 
pour pꝛeſidentes be not obeyed in a iuſt cauſe e Df a trouth 
it is bycauſe, that fyzit the commaunde vntuſte thynges. 
The commaũdementes that be tuft, maketh ſoft and meke 
hartes, and ſuche-as be vniuſt, maketh men cruell. We be 
ſo myſerable in all miſeries, that to hym that commaun- 
deth well, we obey yll: and the moze pll they commaunde, 
the moze obeyed wolde they be. Beleue me in one thynge, 
that of the great lyghtnes and [mall ſadnes of the tuges, 
is bzedde lyttell feare and great ſhame in the ſubtectes, we 
that be iewes thynk our ſelfe well aduertyſed by the mouth 
of our god that ſayth : Enery pꝛynce coinmittynge charge 
of iuſtice to hym that he ſeeth vnable to execute the ſame, 
oꝛ dothe not pꝛincipally foz Juſtyce ſake accomplyſhe iu⸗ 
ſtyce, but doth it koz his owne pzofyte, o2 cls to pleaſe the 
| Nn. partie 
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partie thynke ſurely, whan the p2zince dothe not regarde 
this, by ſome wap that he thynketh leaſt of, he ſhall ſe his 
honour inkamed, his credence loſt, his good miniſhed, and 
ſome great chaſtiſement come to his houſe, And bycauſe 
J haue other thpnges to lay in ſecrete, J wyll conclude as 
nowe openly. Fynally J ſaye, if ye wyll conſerye pour re- 
alme longe tpme, foꝛ the whiche pe haue put poure ſelfe in 
great perplles, kepe and mapntapne Juſtice, and we ſhall 
beare pou reucrence 3; Commaunde as Romapns, and we 
ſhall obey as Hebꝛues: Gyue vs a pzeſident, that is mercy 
full, and all our realme ſhall be obedpent: Be not to cruell 
to chaſtyſe our mekenes, and we ſhall be the moze obedient 
to pour pꝛeeminence: J require you deſyʒe vs 02 ye comand 
Foz in deſy2yng and not coinandyng, ye ſhal fynde loue as 
fathcrs to the chyldern, And no treaſon as of loꝛdes to fcr 
uantes. All theſe thynges ſayd the iewe, wherof the ſenate 
had great meruaple. And fozthwith the ſenatours pꝛoup⸗ 
ded foz.iti.iuſte thynges, The one was, that all theſe woz⸗ 
des ſhulde be put in wzytynge, to thentent that they ſhulde 
be put in the booke ozdepned to wꝛyte in all good ſayenges 
of all ſtraunge ambaſſadours. The ſeconde to put downe 
Graccus Uailcrius, bycauſe he was ſo cruetl, and inhatred 
with the people, The thyzde, they pzoupded Pilate of Lion 
to be pꝛeſident of that realme, Thanne howe ſemeth it to 
the my freude Fntigonus, dydde not this Hebzewe ſpeake 
hyghly? O Rome without Rome, that of Rome holdeth 
nothynge but the walles, and art fallen into vnthzyfty vp⸗ 
ces. What dyddeſt thou whan ſuche a ſhame was layde to 
the by an Hebꝛewe in the myddes of the ſenate Certapnly 
the greateſt plage among all plages, and the greateſt loſſe 
amonge all loſſcs, is whan the pzince hath his [yfe ſo with- 
out lyke, his iuſtyce ſo without tuſtpce, his dedes ſo with⸗ 
out dedcs,and in al euyl ſo bold and hardy, and in al _ 
ne 
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nes ſuch a coward, that tyghtwyſely his owne men do ac 
cuſe him, and ſtraungers repꝛeue hym, none doeth loue 
hym, but all hate hym, and his frendes wyl not helpe hym, 
and his ennemies wyll perſecute hym: They that be pꝛe⸗ 
ſent refuſe his godnes, and they that be abſent pꝛocure his 
vll: thep that lyue take awape his Iyfe, and the deade his 
ſepulchze, Nowe to returne to the purpoſe of our iuges. 
F pꝛaye the Antigonus, ſhewe me thy mynde, wherof co⸗ 
meth nowe adayes the great ſclaundze of the people, the 
inkampe ofthe pꝛince, and the perpll in iuſtyce⸗ Ik thou 
knoweſte it not, harken and F ſhall ſhewe the, wherby all 
goth out of oꝛder. They that be pzpue are ſo tmpoztunate, 
and the p2incis not refuſpng them: they begplpng and he 
ſufferyng to be begyled: The one with couetyle, and the 
other with ignozance, doth gyue to luche, that he ſhoulde 
take fro, and take awapye fro ſuche as he ſhulde gyue vato 
and honoureth them that diſhounozeth hym, kepeth the 
tyght wyſy in pzyſon, and delpuereth the vicious, diſpiſeth 
experte perſones, and truſteth them that be leude: and ki⸗ 
uallp they pꝛouyde not oſtyces to men, but men to offyccs, 
They oꝛdeyne the vntuſte to miniſter iuſtyte, and do iniu⸗ 
rie to them that be iuſt: yet here and J shall chew the moze. 
Theſe miferables after that they be appoputed and ſette 
in theyꝛ offyces, wherof they be nothynge woꝛthy, moze fo 
theyz auctozitie than foz meritie of they perſones, they are 
feared with they; extreme tuſtpee, They take on them the 
tate of greatte men with the ſweate and laboure of pooze 
men: They ſupply with malyce that they wante of diſcre⸗ 
tion: And woꝛſt of all, they meſure the iuſtyce of other men 
| with theyz obne pꝛopꝛe vtilitie. Pet harken and I hai ſay 
moe. Akter that theſe tdeotes fe them ſclfe in the gulte of 
theſe vayn betineſſcs, than they lacke the repne of knowz 
lege, and the ſaples of wiſdo, and the _— 0 AO 
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noz can not remedy a mall matter, but inuente other moze 
greattcr,altcryng and troublyng the peace foz theyz owne 
particular welth They wepe foz they2 owne harme, and 
no leſſe foz the welth of other, and finally leſe them ſelkes. 
And therfoze they àduenture tzemleike into the gulfes. and 
inflam e {yep2 lozdes, that haue gyuen them luche offices, 
to gvuec them to ſuche as haue delerued them. Thou mayſt 
know, that the begyunpng of them is pꝛyde and ambition, 
and thep2 inpddell is enupe and malyce, and theyz ende is 
death and diſiruction, And if my councel were taken, ſuche 
ſhulde haue no credence with pzinces oz gouernours, buy 
as ſclaundzed men to be ſeperate, not all onelye fro the | 
common welthe, but fro theyz lyues. Suretye greate is the 
couetyſe of them that be ſhameleſſe, which withoute ſhame 
demaunde offpces of the lenate 92 pꝛincis, but it is a moze | 
boldenes of malyce foz the pzttices to gyue them. In this | 
aud in the other thynges theſe are ſo vampnable, that ney- | 
ther the feare of the goddis doth, withdzawe them, noz the | 
punce doth not reirapne them noz vengeaunce dothe not 
lette them, noz the common welthe doth not accuſe thepm, 
and aboue all other reaſon, doth not commanad them, nos 
the la we ſubdur then; "7-7 
¶ O my krende Antigonus note this woꝛde that Jute 
in the ende of my letter. In the pere ol the foundation ok 
Rome, vi. C. xlu the Romaynes as thanne in the wozlde 
hadde dyuers warres, is G wus Celius ageyn te them ot 
Trace, and Guꝛo C0720! his bzother agepuſt Sardpne, 
Junius Sylla ageynſt the Umbꝛes, Minutius Ruffus a⸗ 
geynſt the Macidamens, Seruilio Scipio agaynſte the 
Luſitayns, and Marius coaſuttl agaynſt Jugurtha kpng 
ofthe Numidiens. Jt befell fo that Soco kynge of Mary: 
ritapne fauoured Jugurtha, and vppon them triumphed} 
Martius, and thep laded with chaynes were led afoze his 
chariots 


KF. ed LOIN Ss ms, E 


\ 
AVRELIVS. 143 

chariot, not without great comp ſſion of them that ſawe tt. 
After this trig np je done, inco itynent the lame dape by 
couaſell of tize ſenate, Jugurcha wis be jeeded in pzyfon, 
and his comp mion Bocus had pardon of his lyfe and the 
cauſe was, It was a cuſtome none to be putte to iuſtyce, 
but fy2 the auncient bookes ſhulde be ſerched, to ſe if any 
of his pꝛedeceſſours had done befoze any ſeruyce to Rome 
wherby the capt ' ue ſhulde merite co haue pardone of his 
lyfe: and than it was founde, that the graunt tather of Bo 
cus came ta Rome and made great ozations befoze the le⸗ 
nate by whoſe woꝛdes and ſentences, his ſayde neuew me⸗ 
rited to haue paroon ok his lyfe: and amonge other of his 
ſayenges, he reherſed theſe verſes that ſayd : what is that 
realme, where is no good amonge the yll, no2 ll ainonge 
the good: what is that realme, that hath theyz houſes kutt 
of good [imple perſons, and banpſheth awaye all wiſdom? 
Oz what is that rcalme. that ſuche as be good are cowar⸗ 
des, and the yl hardye: oz what is the realme, where al pea⸗ 
ſidle are diſpleaſed, and the ſedictous pꝛapſed?⸗ What is 
that realme that flecth them that wolde they welche, and 
are angry with them that wolde helpe they? vll; 02 what is 
that realme, that permitted the pꝛoude pooze fol kes, and 
the ryche ty2antes? oz what is that realme, where they all 
know the euyll, and none pꝛocureth any goodnes? oz what 
is that realme, where ſuche vices are openly commytted, 

that other realmes feate to doo ſecretely 7 02 what is that 

realme, where as all that they deſyze they procure, and all 

that they do pꝛocure, they attepne, and all that is yll they 

thynke, and al that they thynke they ſay, and all that they 

kay they map do, and alt that they map do, they date doo, 

and put in operatiõ that they dare do: and woꝛſt of al there 

is none ſo good to reſpſt itz In fuche a realme there ſhulde 

ve none inhabitaunte. Foz within ſhozte ſpace the pll men 
WE Nn. ii. hall 
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ſhall be chaunged, oz elles diſpeopled ok good men, oz the 
goddis wyll conkounde the, oz the ttrantis ſhall take them, 
Ppyuers thynges were ſapd, the which J paſſe ouer at this 
tyme. Howe thynkeſt thou Antigone: J ſwere by the im⸗ 
moztall goddts, that iny hart bzeketh to thinke of the great 
ſhame that was layd vpon Rome by ſuch waityng as was 
lefte to theym by the grauntefather of this kyngc Bocus, 
This my letter I wolde thou ſhuldeſt rede in ſecrete to the 
pꝛetouts, and if they amende not, we ſhal finde the meanes 
to chaſtyſe them openly. And as touching thy baniſhment 
F pꝛomple the to be thy good frende to the ſenate, that we 
map iope our auncient amitie together. And to get the out 
of that ple, certaynly I ſhall do wp diligence. J haue wiit= 
fen to mp ſecretary Panutius to delyuce the.ii. M. ſexters 
to releue thy poucrtie ; and thus IJ ſenpe the my letter to 
comfozt thy heup harte. J ſay no moꝛe, but the goddis giue 
the contentation of that thou woldeſt haue top, and reſt to 
thy perſon. And all coꝛpoꝛal cupls, cruel enmyes, and fatal 
deſtenies be ſeperate fro me Marke. Foz the behalt ol my 
wpfe Fauſtine, J ſalute the, and thy wyke ruffa : She is 
thpn, and J am thyn. W ith viſitation of ioy N haue recet- 
ued thy letter, and thankefullp J ſende the myne. J ſhall 
not reſte to deſire to ſe thy perſone in Italp, and there in 
Sicyle to leue my feuer quartepne. 


¶ A letter ſent by Martus to Lambert gouernout of the 
yle of Hcleſpont, whan he dyd banyſhe the vaca?⸗ 
bundis fro Rome, The.rtletter,” 


Arke emperour of Rome, lozd of Alfie, confederate 
with them of Europe, frend of them of Affrike, enne⸗ 
mye ofthe Maures: To the Lamberte goucrnoure 
of the ile of Heleſponte, ſendeth of his parte — 
an 
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and ſuretie fro the ſacrate ſenate, J am furred with the kur⸗ 
res that thou haſt ſent me, and am clothed with thy matel, 
and am ryght well pleaſed with thy griyhoũdes: At J had 

thought, that thyn abſcnce fro Rome ſhuld haue pzocured 
ſo moche fruyt in that ple: longe agoo J ſhuld haue deter⸗ 
mpned as well koꝛ thy pꝛokyte as foz my ſerupce. J ſent to 
the in demaundynge but (mall thynges in my ſpozte, and 
thou haſt ſent me many thynges in erneſt. In good ſothe 
thou haſt better pzopozcioncd thy lerupce with noblenes, 
than Þ to commaunde with my couetple. Foꝛ yt thou remẽ⸗ 
bze, I ſent to the fog a doſepne (kynnes of furre, and thou 
haſt ſent me.xti.doſeyn: and J dyd lende but foz .vi. gret- 
houndes, and thou haſt ſent me.rit. Truly in this cate my 
pleaſure is double. Foz here in Rome thy great largeſſe is 
publyſhed, and my ſmal couetpſe there in Heleſponte. Ind 
bycauſe Þ am ſure thou haſt great thankes of me. Þ pzaye 
to god to ſende the ſalute and helte: and that foztune be 
not dented the at a good houre. J ſende the. iti.barkes of 
mapyſter foles, and pet I haue not ſent the all. Foz if I had 
banyſhed al the foles in Rome, we ſhould haue peopled vs 
with a newe people. Theſe mayſter foles haue ben (o wily 
to teche foly, and the Romain youth ſo apt to lerne, though 
they be but in.iii.barkes, theyꝛ diſciples wold lade. iii. M. 
Carrakes. J haue great meruaple of one thynge, and my 
hart ſclaundzeth the goddis: foꝛ J le well that erthquakes 
caſteth downe houſes, and great waters bereth awaie bꝛid⸗ 
ges, froſtes freſeth the vines ſodeyn thonderinge and tem⸗ 
peſtes bꝛeketh down toures, ſcarſitie of water cauſeth derth 
cozrupt aire maketh an ende of them that be wyſe: and pct 
there is nothynge that can make an ende of theſe foles, All 
thinges at this day faileth at Rome, excepte all onely theſe 
pdell trewãdes, geſtours, tomblers, platers, oz dzomflayes, 
iuglers, à ſuch other, of whom there is inowe and - — 
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O what a ſeruice ſhuldeſt thou do to the goddis, and what 
pꝛofyte to Rome, that foꝛ thze barkes full of foles to ſende 
one lade with wyſe men: One thyng J wyll ſay, that with 
the bones of the wple men that ple is halowed, that ancy⸗ 
ently were banyſhed by the malyce and enupe of theym of 
Rome: ik thy ſmellynge wittes be not loſt, as Italp ſtyn⸗ 
keth ok them that be ſpmple, ſo that ple ſmelleth ſwcte of 


wyſe men. Whan J came fro the warres of the Barthes, 


the. iii. pere of myne empyze, J paſſed into that yle by dy- 
uers (ces to (ee the ſepulchzes of ancient wyſe men: and 
in the citie of Dozbite in the myddes therof, lycth Oupde, 
that was banyſhed by Auguſt: and vnder the mountayne 


Itrpines is the ſepulchze of the renomed Armeno ozatour, 


banyſhed by Sylla : at the pozte of oꝛganaut thou ſhalte 
fvnde the bones of Colltodorus recapituler of the antyke 
lawes, that was banyſhed by Nero the cruell : and in the 
feldeof Elinos, vnder a marble, is the pouders of Spſi⸗ 
fo Seteno that was ſo well lerned in the. vii. artes liberall, 
as though he had newe founde them, he was banyſhed by 
the Marians. J lay fo2 trouthe thou ſhalte fynde it thus, 
foz with inp knees J haue touched they: lepulchzes. And 
all that ſeaſon my tender eyes were as fulle of water, as 
theyz bones were harde in the erthe. Thele were not ba⸗ 
nyſhed fo2 no vilanyes that they had done: but it was the 
merpte of our fozefathers, that they wolde be pꝛiuated fro 


the companpe of ſo noble barons : and we they? chylderne | 
fro the pouder of ſo renowmed cages. J can not tell whych 
is the greatter, the fantaſye that J haue to thyne ple, oz Þ 


the compaſſion of miſerable Rome. J do pꝛap the as my 
frende, and commaunde the as my ſeruant, to regarde the 
places that I haue ſhewed the. Foz it is a iuſt thynge, and 


moſt iuſte, that ſuche cities be pꝛiuileged by them that ly- 
ueth, whan they are peopled with ſuche deade wyle men. 


And 
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And moze ouer, Centurion knoweth by wozdes, the heuy 
caſe, that theſe pzyſoners had with vs, and we with them, 
the dap of the feaſte of mother Berecintia. Þ ſape, J ſawe 
not that dape ſo inoche crueltie in Rome, as we cauſed inka⸗ 
mye thꝛoughe all the Einppꝛe. Rome that neuer was ouer- 
come, by them that were valiaunt and vertuous, that dape 
we lawe ouergone, and troden vnder foote, by thole koles. 
The walles of Rome, that were neuer touched by the Poe⸗ 
niens had that day they; lowpes full of armed trewandes : 
Rome s triumphed ouer all realmes, was triumphed vpon 
that daye. with tomblers and iuglers. J am ſo abaſhed 
in this caſe, that I wot not what to ſap oz to wzite. Pet one 
thynge.comfozteth me, that ſith Rome and the Roinayns 
vniuſtly do retoyce with theſe fooles : ſhe and the famous 
wyſe men, tuſtly ſhalbe chaſtiſed foz theſe foles. Ind in this 
the goddis ſhall not be diſpleaſed, that ſythe Rome lau⸗ 
gheth at theſe trewandies and mockertes one day ſhe ſhall 
wepe with theſe tomblers and tuglers. J banyſhe all theſe 
foz euer fro Rome, not foz the bloudde that they haue ſhedde 
but foz the hartes, that they haue peruerted: not foz the oc⸗ 
caſion of any that be deed, but bycauſe they were maiſters 
of foltes, Without compariſon it is greatter olfence to the 
goddis, and moze domage to the common welthe, theſe tre⸗ 
wandes to take awaye the wittes fro the wyſe folkes, than 
the murtherers to take awape mens lpues. If the greatteſt 
gyfte, among all gyktes of foztune, be, to kepe a good wit, 
let no manne pꝛeſume, to be of a reitfull vnderſtandynge, 
that is an extreme frende to theſe trewandes. Beleue me 
one thynge. As one byꝛde loueth an other, and one beſte an 
other, and one wyſe man an other: ſo one foole loueth an 
other foole. 
¶ J remembze, on a dap, as J reuolued the regyſters in the 
Capitoll, I redde a ryght meruaplous thynge — 9 
5 3 «taza 
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a famous ozatour, which is buried in the ple of Heleſpont, 
on the mount Adamantine, W han great Scipio came fro 
the warre of the Poeniens, better accompanied with hun⸗ 
ger ſtozuen trewandes, than with valtant capitapnes, he 
ſapde to hym ; Oftrouthe it is great ſhame to the, and a 
ſmall honour to the ſenate. that thou, that haſte ouercome 
the wyſe Affres, and beynge ſo wyſle thy lelke, and of the 
blode of the wple Koinapnes, wylte be accompanyed with 
thele trewandes and fooles, In that vahappy realme, all 
the wyſe men coulde not ouercome one. that was thought 
ſo mpghty, amonge ſo many foolcs, J ſaye to the, that thy 
wit is in moze peryll here in Rome, than thy lyfe in Affrike. 
C Theſe were good woꝛdes and not of no wozldely ma⸗ 
Iyce. And within a ſhoztc while after, and by dyuers lyght 
pcrſons, and koz a ſmall occaſion this pooze olde ozatour, 
and ryche philoſopher, by the ktrendes of Scipio, was ba⸗ 
nyſhed Rome, and ſent into that ple. 

¶ Than bcholde Lambert, let vs returne to theſe iuglers 
and trewandes. Whan they are landed in that ple let them 
go frank and fre, ſo that they vſe not thepꝛ accuſtomed toys 
Thou ſhalt conſtrapne them to labour, and chaſtyſe them 
pf they be ydel. Foz theſe miſcrable folke.fleinge from inſte 
trauaile, take on them vniuſt pdelnes, and conuert mo men 
with theyz trewandyſe, than pf open ſcooles of vacaboun⸗ 
des were kepte, There ts nothyng that our fozefaders did 


that diſplcaſcth me ſo moche, as the (ufferaunce of thele 


vbnthzyfty trewandes, | 
¶ Fn the pcre, CCrxvi.of the foundation of Rome, in the 
tyme ok an hozryble peſtilence in Italp, to retoyce the peos 
ple, was fp2(t found out the tnucntion of Theatres, bp the 
aduiſe of the trewandes, It is a ſhamekull thyng to here, 
that the peſtylence duryd but two peres, and the rage of 
theſe vnthzyktes, dureth. ili. C. petes. 


Lam⸗ 
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CXnnberte, J beleue well, that the complayntes, that 
theſe pꝛiloners haue begon here, (hall neuer haue an ende 
there. Howe be it, I care not: foz the grudge of them, that 
. beylle, iuſtikieth the iuſtice and ſentence of them, that be 

ood, As the mapſter of Nero ſayde: As moche as the 

ame of ſynne ought to be lledde of them, that be good, 
ſo moche pꝛayſe, is the infamte of the pll. J (hall telle the 
one thynge, to the intent, that the chaſtyſemegt ſhulde not 
ſeme cruell to the. Seyng the emperours of Rome are ful 
of clemency to ſtraungers, it ts no reuſon, that they ſhulde 
beſo ſharpe to thepz owne. Sythe katall deſtenycs hathe 
bzought me into this wozlde, Jhaue ſene nothynge moze 
vnpꝛokptable to the common welthe, noz greatter folye in 
them, that be lyght of condicions, noz a wozſe intention 
foz vacabũdes, noz a moze colde reuocation of moztal folke 
than to lerne of theſe gamners and trifelers and ſuch other 
iuglers. What thyng is moze monſtrous, than to ſe wyſe 
men reiopce at Þ paſtime of theſe vayn trikelers: what grea⸗ 
ter mockerp can be in the capitol, than the folyſh ſaieng of a 
| geſtour, to be pzapſed, with great laughter of wyſe men⸗ 
what greater ſclaunvers can be to pꝛincis houſes, than to 

haue their gates alwayes open to receiue in theſe foles and 
neuer open to wple kolkes: what gretter crueltye can there 
be in anp perſon, than to gyue moze in one daye to a fole, 
than to his ſeruãtes in a pcre, oꝛ to his kin. al his life what 
gretter inconſtancie can ther be, th to want men to furniſh 
the gariſons and frontiers of Illirico, and theſe trewandes 
to abide at Rome e what lyke ſhame can there be to Rome, 
tha that the memozy ſhalbe left moze in Italp, of theſe tom- 
blers,trewandes.pppers,ſingers of geſtes, tabourers,cru- 
ders, daͤcers, mömers, geſters, and iuglers, than the renome 
of capitains. with their triũphes and armes. And wha theſe 
caitties wadzed al about in Rome in ſauctte, ſowning their 
Od .ii. lewdes 
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ſewdenes, and gederyng of money:the noble barons and ca⸗ 


pitapnes, went fro realine to realme, waſtyng their monep, 
aduenturynge thepz lpues, and ſhedynge thepz blode. 

¶ In the vttermoſt parte of Spayne, whanne warre be⸗ 
gan betwene the LUüberiens and Godttaynes, and they of 
Liberte laked monep: Two tuglers and tabourers, offred 
to mayntapne the warre a hole pere. And it folowed, that 
with the goodes of two fooles, many wyle men were flaine 
and ouercome. | 

¶ Jn Epheſe, a citie of Alte, the famous temple of Dyana 
was edified with the confiſcation of the goddes, of luche a 
trewande and fole, | 

¶ han Cadmus edifted the citte of Thebes in Egipte, 
with. l. gates, the mynſtrelles gaue hym moze towarde it, 
than all his frendes. | 

¶ It the hyſtorie be trew, whan Augult edifted the walles 


of Rome, he had moze of the trewandes, that were dzowned 


in Tybze, then of the common treaſourie, 
The fyzſte kynge of Cozinth aroſe by ſuche vyllapnes, 
ſawe his ſepulchze at Cozinthie, And as J Cape of theſe 


be had in memozy foz thepz foly, and ſome foz theyz wyſe⸗ 
dome. One thynge is come to mp mynde, of the chaunce of 


theſe trewandes, and that is: while they be in pꝛeſence, they 


Imall nombze, I myght ſap of many other. Beholo than La: | 
bert, howe lyttell care the goddts take, and howe vartable F 
the caſe of foztune is, and how the dedes of men fall. Dom | 


| 
5 


7 


make euery man to laughe at the folyes, that they do and 
ſaye: and whan they be gone, euety man is ſozy foꝛ his mo- 
ney, that they bare away. And ok trouthe, it is a iuſte ſen⸗ 


tence ot the goddis, that ſuche as haue taken vayn pleſure 
togpther, whan they are departed, to weepe foz they; lol⸗ 
ſes. J wyll wzyte noo moze vnto the: but J do ſende the 


this letter in Gzeke, to the entent that thou ſhewe it ouer 


all 
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| all the ple; Sende fozth with the ſhyppes agapne, foz 


they muſte be ſent fozthe with pzoniſtons into Jllyzyco, 
Peace be with the Lamberte, helthe and good foztune be 
with me Marc. The ſenate ſaluteth the, And thou on mp 
behalfe, ſhalte ſhewe to the Jle, the toyfull happy cuſto- 
mes. My wyfe Fauſtine ſaluteth the, and lendeth a ryche 
p2dell to thy doughter. And in recompence of the kurres 
ſende the ryche tewelles, 


Aletter ſent by Marc themperour to Catulus his 
ſpeciall frende,of the nouelties of Rome. 
The.xiti.letter. 


the olde Cenſure, Jt is x. dapes paſte, 
that in the temple of god Janus, J recey- 

ued thy letter: and J take the ſame god 
Atto witneſſe, that J hadoe rather haue ſene 
thy perſonne. Thou wzitteſte, howe mp 
wzitpnge is longe, but the ſhoꝛztneſſe of tyme maketh me 
to aunſwere the moze bzefely, farre awaye moze thanne 
J wolde Thou deſpzeſte me, to gyue the knowledge of 
the newes here. Therto Þ aunſwere, that it were bettere 
to demaunde, pk there be anye thynge abyden here in 
Rome oz Fttalye, that is olde. Foznowe by oute heupe 
deſtinpes, all that is good and old is ended, and newe thin⸗ 


ges that ve yll and deteſtable, we maye ſe daply. Thempe⸗ 


cour, the Conſule, the Trybune, the Senatours, the E⸗ 
diles, the Flampnes, the Pꝛetours, The Centurions, all 
theſe thynges, be newe, but the vilantes. that ben olde and 
al paſleth to make newe offyces, and to oꝛdeine ſtatutes and 
pꝛactykes, to come to the counceles, and toreyſe vp ſubs 
lidies. In luch wyle, that there hath ben now mo nouelties 
Oo. iii. within 
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within thele. iti. yeres, than in tyme paſſed in. iiii. C. petes 


e nowe aſſemble together a.ii.C.to counſell in the ca⸗ 
pitoll: and there we blaſon and boſte, [were and pꝛomiſe, 
that ſome of vs mape ſubdue and put vnder other, to fa⸗ 
uour one, and diſtrope au other, other to chaſtyſe the pl, and 
rewarde the good: To repayze olde, andedifye ne we: To 
plucke vices vp by the rootes, and to plante vertues: to 
amende the olde, and folowe the good: to repꝛoue tyzauns 
tes, and aſſiſte the pooze: and whenne that we are goone 
from thens, they that ſpake beſte wozdes, are often taken 
with the wozft dedes. O heupy Rome, that nowe adayes 
hath ſuche Senatours, that in ſayeng, we ſhal do, we ſhal 
do, pafleth they: lyfe: and than euery man, ſekpnge foz his 
swne pꝛofpte, fozgetteth the common welthe. Oftentpmes 
J am inthe Senate, to beholde, other, as thep regarde me: 
and J am abaſhed, to here the eloquence of theyz wozdes, 
the zele of iuſtice, and the tuſtification of thepz perſones: 
and after that I come thens, J am aſhamed, to ſe they; ſe⸗ 
crete extozcions, theyꝛ dambnable thoughtes, and they; vll 
werkes, ſo plapnelp manikeſte. Ind pet there ts an other 
thynge of moze meruaple, and not to be ſuffred that ſuche 
perſonnes, as are mooſte defamed, and vſe mooſte dyſho⸗ 
neſt vices, with theyz moſt damnable intentions. make 
thepz auowes to do moſte cruell iuſtice. It is an incffable 
rule, of human malyce moſte vſed, that he that is moſte 
hardy, tocommitte greateſt crimes, is moſte crucll.to gyue 
ſentence agapnlt au other foz the ſame offence. Me thynke 
that we regarde our owne crymes, as thꝛoughe (mall net⸗ 
tes, that cauſeth thynges to ſenie the leſſer. And we remem⸗ 
bꝛe the fautes of other, in the water, that cauſeth thynges 
to ſeme greatter than they be. © howe many haue Þ (ene 
tondempned to be hanged by the ſenate,foz one ſinal faute, 


done in all che lyfe, and pet they commytte the ſame faute 
euery 
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euerp houre. : 
CJ baue redde, that in the tpme of Alexander the great, 
there was a renowmed pirate o2 a rouer on the ſee, whiche 
robbed and dzowned all ſhyppes, that he coulde gette: and 
by commaundement of this good kynge Alexander, there 
was an army ſent fozth to take hyin. And whan he was 
taken, and pꝛeſented to Alexander, the kynge ſayd to hym: 
Shewe me Dionides. why doeſt thou kepe the fee in dan⸗ 
ger, that no ſhyp can fayle out of the eaſt into the weſt, foz 
thee The Pyꝛate anſwered, and ſapde: If F kepe theſe in 
daunger, why doeſt thou Alexander, kepe all the ſee and 
lande as loſte? O Alexander, bycauſe J fpghte with one 
ſhyppe in the ſee. Jam callyd a thefe, and bycauſe thou 
robbeſt with.it.C.\ſhyppes on the ſee, and troubleſt all the 
wozlde with two. C. thouſande menne, thou art called an 
Emperour. F (were to the Alexander, pf koztune were as 
fauourable to ine, and the goddis as extreme ageynſt the: 
they wolde gyue me thyne empire, and gyue the mp lyttell 
ſhyppe, and than peraduenture, I ſhutde be a better kyng 
than thou arte, and thou a woꝛſe thefe than J am. | 
- (C Theſe were hygh wozdes, and well recepued of Alexan⸗ 
det: and of trouth, to ſe pf his wozdes were cozreſpondent 
to his pꝛompſes, he made hym from a ppꝛate to a great ca- 
pytapne of au army: and he was moze vertuous on lande, 
than he was cruell on the ſee. : 
[I pꝛomyſe the Catulus, Alexander dyd ryght well ther 
in, and Dionidts was to be pzayſcd gretly, foz that he had 
| fayd, Now adaps in Italy, they that robbe openlp, are cal 
led loꝛdes: and they that robbe pꝛyuelp, are called theues. 
In the pere bokes ofLiuius, I haue redde, that in the 
ſeconde troublous warre punpke, betwene the Romapnes 
and Cartaginens, there camme an ambaſſadoure Luſp⸗ 
tayne, lent fro Spapne, to treate foz accozde of peace. , 
Whan 


MARCVS 


Whan he came to Rome, he pꝛoued befoze the ſenate, that 
ſyth he entred into Italpe, he had ben. x. tymes robbed of 
his goodes, and whyles he was at Rome, he had ſene one 
of thein that robbed hym, hange vp an other, that had de⸗ 
fended hym. He ſeinge (o pllea dede, and howe the thefe 
was ſaued without iuſtyce, as a deſperate manne, toke a 
cole, and wzote on the gybet as foloweth. 

¶ O oybet thou art made among theues, noziſhed among 
theues, cut ot theues, wzought of theues, made ol theues, 
let amonge theues, and thou art peopled with innocentis. 
And there as J redde theſe wozdes, was in the oztginal 


of Liuius, and in his hiſtozies, J ſwere to the by the tmmozz | 
tall goddis, that all the Decade was witten with blache 
phe, and theſe woꝛdes with redde vermplpon. J can not 


tell, what wozdcs F ſhulde ſende the, but that euery thynge | 
is ſo newe and lo tender, and is topned with ſo vll ſement, 


that J feare me, all wyll fall ſodepnlp to the plapne erthe, | 
JF tell the, that ſome arc ſodepnly ryfen within Rome vnto |. 
valour, to whom J wyll rather afſure their fall, than they: 
Iyfe. Foz all buyldpuge haſtely made, can not be ſure. The 


longer a tree is kepte in his kynde, the longer it wyll be er 


it be olde. The trees, whole kruyte we eate in ſommer. doo 


wärme vs in wynter. O howe manp haue we ſcene, wher⸗ 
of we haue meruapled of thepz ryſynge, and ben abaſhed 
of they: kalles. They haue growen as a hole piece, and ſo⸗ 
deynly waſted as a comme. They? felicitie hath ben but a 


; 


| 

| 

. 
1 
| 


4 
2 


b 


ſhozt point, and theyz inkoꝛtune as a longe lyfe. Finally they tt 
haue aredted the mpll, and armed it with tones of encreace, al 


fene Cincius Fuluius in one pere made counſule, and his 
chyldzen tribunes, and his wyke a matrone foz ponge map⸗ as 


dens, and beſyde that, made keper of the capitoll, and = th 
t af 


and after a littell grindyng, lefte it in vtyle all the hole pere ſa 
after. Thou knoweſt well, my frend Catulus, that we haue yn 


tre 
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that not in one pere but the ſame day we ſawe Cincius: bs: 
heeded in the place, his chylderne dzowned in Tpbze, his 
wyke banyiHed froo Rome, his houſe raced downe to the 
grounde,and all his good confyſked to the comon treaſon 
tie. This rygozous erainple we haue nat redde in anp 
boke to take a copie of it, but we haue ſene it with our etes 
to kepe it in our myndes. As the nations of people are va⸗ 
ryàhle, ſo are the condictons of men dpuers, and appetites 
of moztall.folke:and me thynketh this is true, ſeynge that 
ſome loue, ſome hate, and that that ſome ſeke, ſome eſche⸗ 
weth: Ind that that ſome ſetteth lyttell by, other make ok. 
In ſache wyſe that all can not be content with one thyng, 
uo ſome with all thynges can not be ſatiſtyed. Let euerp 
man chuſe as hym ly:e, and enbzace the wozlde whan he 
wyll, J had rather mount aſofte pace to the fallyng,and if 
F can not comme therto, Þ wpll abyde by the waye, rather 
than with ſweate to mounte haſtely, and than to tumble 
downe heedlynge. In this caſe ſpthe mens hartes vnder⸗ 
ſtande it, we nede not to waite further with pennes. And of 
this matter regarde not the lyttell that J do ſaye, but the 
great deale that J wyll ſape. Ind ſyth J haue begon, and 
art in ſtraunge landes, J wyll wꝛyte the all the newes fro 
hens, This pere the.rxv.daye of May, there came an am⸗ 
baſſadour out of Aſ e, ſayeng he was of the ple of Cetyn, a 
barone tyght elegant of bodp, ruddp of aſpecte, and ryght 
hardy of courage, He conſidered beynge at Rome, though 
the lommers dayes were longe.yet wpnter wolde dꝛawe on 
and chan wolde it be daungerous ſaplynge into his ple, + 
ſawethat his beſynes was not diſpatched : On a daye be⸗ 
vynge at the gate of the ſenate, ſeynge all the ſenatours eu⸗ 
tre in to the Capitolle, without any armour vpon them, he 
as a man of good ſpyzite, and zelatour of his countrepe, in 
the pꝛeſence of vs all, fapde theſe wozdes, 
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¶ O father conſcripte,O happy people, J am come fro 
a ſttaunge countreye to Rome, onelp to ſe Rome, and J 
haue founde Rome without Rome: The walles where - 
with it is incloſed. hath not bzoughte me hyther, but the 
fame of them that gouerne it. J am not come to ſe the tre- 
ſourozye, wherein ts the treaſure of all realmes :but N am 
come to ſe the ſacred ſenate, out of the whiche iſlueth the 
counſell fozal men. J came not to le you, bicauſe ye van⸗ 
quiſhe all other, but bycauſe I thoughte you moze vertu 
ouſe than all other. dare well ſaye one thyng, except the 
goddis make me blynd, and trouble myn vnderſtandyng 
pe be not romayns of Rome, noz this is not Rome of the 
romapns your pꝛedeceſſours. MW e haue harde in our ple, 
that dyuers realmes ben wonne by the valpantes of one, 
and conſerued by the wyldome of all the ſenate: and at 
this houre pe axe moze lyke to be deſtroped, than to wynne 
As your fathers dydde:all they exercpſe was in goodnes, 
and pe, that are theyꝛ chyldꝛen, paſſe all your tyme in cerp⸗ 
monties. J fay this pe Romapns, bycauſe pe haue almoſt 
kylde me with laughinge at pou, to ſee howe pe doo all as 
moche pour diligence to leaue pout armure withoute the 
gate of the ſenate, as pour pꝛedeceſſours dyd to take them 
to defende the empyꝛe. What pꝛofpte is it to pou to leaue 
pour armes foz the ſuertyes of your perſonnes, and putte 


them on, wher with pe flee all the wozlde⸗ What pꝛopftte 


it to the thoughfull ſupter:that the ſenatour entreth vn- 


armed into the ſenate without werde oz dagger: and his 


harte entreth into the fenate armed with malpce e O Ro: 


mapnes, I wyl pe knowe that in our ple we holde pou not 
as atmed Capptayns, but as malicious ſenatours:not W 
ſharpe grounden lwerdes # daggars, but with harde har- | 


tes and venomous tongues pe keare vs. It ye ſhuld in the 


ſenate put on harnes ,# therwith take away pour lpues, it 
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were but a (mall loſſe,ſeynge that ye ſuſteyn not the inno⸗ 
centes,no; diſpatche not the buſineſſes of ſuyters. J canne 
not ſuffre it. can not telle in what cate ye ſtande here at 
Rome: koz in our ple we take armour from foles, whether 
your armours are take awape as fro foles oz madde fol- 
kes, I wote not. It it be done foz ambittouſnes, it cometh 
not of Romapns but of tyꝛantes, that wzanglers and ire» 
full-folke ſhulde not be iuges ouer the pealible, a the amb 
cious ouer the meke, a the malicious ouer the ſymple. Jf 
it be done bicauſe pe be folys, it is not in the law of the god 
dis, that.iii.C.oles ſhulde gouerne. iii. C. M. wiſe men; 
It is a longe ſeaſon that Þ haue taried foʒ myn aunſwere 
and licence, and by pour madnes J am nowe farder ol, thã 
I was the fyꝛſt day, We bꝛynge oyle, hony, ſaffron, wood, 
and tymber lalt, ſoluer, and gold out of our ple into Rome 
and ye wyl that we go elles where to ſeke inſtyce, pe wyll 
haue one lawe to gather pour tentes, and an other to de⸗ 


te rimpne our iuſtices, pe wyll that we pap our trybutes in 


one dap, and pe wyll not dyſcharge one of our errandes in 
a hole pere, I requyze you Romapns determpue your ſel⸗ 
fes to take awap our lyues, and ſo we (hal ende:o2 cls here 
our complapntes,to thentent that we maye ſerue pot. Fo 
in an other maner it may be than pe know by hering with 
your eates. whiche peraduenture yewolde not ſe with your 
eien, And if ye thynke mp woꝛdes be out of meſure:ſo that 
ye wpll remedy my contrep,F ſet not by my lyke. And thus 
F make an ende.Uerily frend Catulo theſe be the wozdes, 
that he ſpake to the ſenate, whiche J gat in wzytyng. J (ay 
ok trouth, that the hardines, that the Romayns were wont 
to haue in other countrees, the ſame as nowe ſtraungers 


haue iu Rome. T here were that ſayde, that this ambaſſa- 


doure ſhoulde be chaſtyſed, but the goddis foꝛbyd, that fox 
ſayenge trouth in my pꝛelence, he ſhulde haue ben coꝛrect. 
Pp it It is 
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It is pnough and to moch to, to ſuffre theſe euyls, though 


we lle and perſecute thoſe that aduertpſe and warne vs 


of them. The ſhepe ar not in ſuretie of the wolfe, but if the 
ſhepard haue his dogge with hym. J mene, dogges ought 
not to leaue barkynge foꝛ to awake the ſhepatdes. There 
is no god commaundeth, noz lawe counlayleth, noz com⸗ 
mon welthe ſuffred, that they whiche are commytted to 
chaſtyſe lpers, ſhulde hang them that ſap trouth. Ind ſith 
the ſenatours ſhewe them ſelke men in theyꝛ lyuynge, and 
ſomtyme moze humapne than other that be laues, who 
elles ſhulde delyuer them fro chaſtyſement?: O Rome and 
no Rome, hauyng nothynge but the name of Rome, where 
is nowe become noblenes of thy tryumphes, the glozte 
of thy chpldzen the rectitude of thy Juſtyce, and the ho⸗ 
nour ot᷑ thy temples-foz as nowe they chaſtyle hym moze 
that murmureth agaynſte one onely ſenatour, than they 
do them that.blaſpheme al the goddis at ones. Fo? it gre: 
ueth me moze to le a Senatour o2 cenſure to be wozſte of 
all other,than it diſpleaſeth me, that it ſhuld be ſapde;that 
he is the beſte of all other, Foz a trouthe J ſape to the my 
frende Catulus, that as nowe we nede not to ſeke to the 
goddis in the temples, foʒ the Senatours are made god⸗ 
dis in our handes. This is the difference betwene theym 
that ben immoꝛtall, and they that be moztall.Foz the god⸗ 
dis neuer do thynge that is pll, and the Senatours doo 
neuer good thynge:the goddes neuer lye, and they neuer 


ſay trouthe:the goddes pardon often, and they neuer foz | 


gyue:the goddis are content to be honoured, b. tymes in 
the pere, and the Senatours wolde be honoured. x. tymes 
a day. W hat wplte thou that I ſhuld faye moꝛe: but what 


ſo euer the goddes do, they oughte to be pzayfed, and the 


ſenatours in all theyz woꝛkes deſerue to be repzoued:Fy- 
nally I conclud, that the goddis aſſure and affyzme eue⸗ 
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ry thynge,and they erre and faple in nothynge : and the 
ſenatours aſſure nothynge, but erre in all thynge: onely 
fo2 one thynge the ſenatours ate not of reaſon to be cha⸗ 
ſtyſed:and that is, whan they intende,not to amende theyz 
fautes, they wylle not ſuffre the ozatours to waite they: 
tyme to ſhewe them the trouth. Be it as maye be, J am of 
the opinion, that what man oꝛ woman, withdzawcth theyz 
eures fro heryng of trouth, impoſſible it is koꝛ them to ap 
plye theyꝛ hartes to loue any vertues: Be it cenſure that 
tugeth,o2 fenatour that oꝛdeyneth, oz emperour that com 
maundeth, oz conſule that executethe, oꝛ ozatour that pꝛe⸗ 
cheth. No moꝛtall man, take he neuer ſoo good hede to his 
werkes, no: reaſon ſo well in his deſires, but that he de⸗ 
ſerueth ſome chaſtiſement foz ſome cauſe oz counſaple in 
his doynges. And ſith J haue wzttten to the thus of other 
JF wyll ſomwhat ſpeake of my ſelfe, bycauſe of che wozdes 
of thy letter. haue gathered that thou deſpzeſt to knowe 
of mp perſonne.Kknowe thou fo certapne, that tn the ka⸗ 
lendes of January J was made cenſure in the ſenate, the 


whiche offyce I deſyzed not,noz J haue not deſerued it. 


The opinion of all wyſe men is, that noo man, without 
he lacke wptte,oz ſurmounteth in foly, wyll gladdely take 
on hym the burden and charges of other menne, A great- 
ter caſe it is foz a ſhamfaſte man to take on hym an office 
to pleaſe euery man, foz he muſte ſhewe a countenaunce 
outwarde,contrarye to that he thynketh inwarde, Thou 
wylte ſape, that the good are oꝛdeyned to take the charge 
of offices. O vnhappye Rome, that hathe wylled to take 
me in ſuche wyle, as to be the beſte in it. Greuous peſtp⸗ 
lence ought to come foꝛ them that be good, ſyth J am ſca⸗ 
ped as good amonge the pll. I haue accepted this office, 
not fo: that J had anp nede therot, but to ſatyſtye the de⸗ 
ſpꝛes of my wyke Fauſtine, and to fulfyll the commaunde- 

Pp. iii. ment 
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ment of Anthonius my grauntfather . Haue no meruaple 
of any thynge that J do, but of that J leaue to be doone, 
Foz any man that is wedded to Fauſtyne, there is no vp⸗ 


lanp but he ſhall do it, F ſwere to the, that ſyth the dap we 


were wedded, me ſemeth that J haue no wytte. N leaue 
weddynge foz this tyme, and retourne to ſpeake of offices 
Surelp a peaſible man ought to be in offices, thoughe it 
be peynkull:foʒ as the offices are aſſured amonge them 
that be vertuous ſo perilloulliy goeth the vertuous folke 
amonge offices. And foz the trouthe hereof recken what 
they wynne, and than thou ſhalt ſe what they loſe. Sape 
that is good, yt thou knoweſt it and here the yll, yk thou de 
ſyꝛe to knowe it, He that wyll take the charge to gouerne 
other, he ſeketh thought and trouble foz hym ſelke, enuye 
fo; his neighbouts, ſpourres foz his ennempes, pouertye 
fo: his ryches, awakyng of theues, perpll foz his bodpe, an 
ende of his dapes, and tozmente foz his good renowme. 
Finally he ſeketh awape to retecte his frendes, and a re- 
peale to recouer his ennemies. D an vnhappp man is he, 
that taketh on hym the charge of chyldzen of manye mo⸗ 
thers, foʒ he ſhalbe alwayes, charged with thoughtes, how 
he ſhulde content them all: full of ſyghes bycauſe one hath 
to gyue hym:t eare that one ſhulde take fro hym, wepynge 
if he leſe: and ſuſpection that they infame hym. He that 
knoweth this, without longe tarienge ought to ſette a bꝛy⸗ 
dell at his heed. But J ſape of one, as I ſape of an other. 
Foz J wyll ſwere, and thou wylt not denye it, that we may 


finde ſome now adays, that had rather be in the parke to 
fight apenſte the bulles,tha be in ſurite vpon the ſcaffold. 
Oktentymes J haue hard ſay. Go we to the Theatres to 
trenne at the bulles:go we to chaſe the hartes and wylde 
boozes:and wha they come there.they renne c way, not the 


beaſtes fro them, but they fro the bea ſtes. In ſuch wyle as 


they 
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they went runnyng, they returne agayne fleyng. J ſap theſe 
ambycpous perſones pꝛocure to gouerne, à are gouerned: 
they commaunde, and are commaunded : thep rule and are 
ruled: and finally thynkynge to haue dpuers vnder thep2 
handes, theſc wzetches put them ſelues vnder euery mans 
kote. Foz the remedy of all theſe perylles my thoughte is 
comfozted with one thyng, and that is without pzocurynge 
oz offerynge m ſelfe, the ſcnate of theyꝛ owne wylle hathe 
commaunded me. In the.viti. table of oure ancyent lawes 
be theſe wozdes. We commaunde that in our ſacred ſenate 
charge of iuſtyce be neuer gyuen to hym that wyllyngly ot⸗ 
kreth hym ſelfe to it, but to ſuche as by rype delyberation be 
choſen, This ts certapnly a iuſte lawe. Foz men nowe be 
not ſo vertuouſe noꝛ ſo louyng o the common welth, p they 
wyl fozget theyz owne quietnes and reſt, doyng domage to 
them ſelfe, to pcure an other mans pꝛokyte. There is none 
ſo folyſhe, that wyll leue his wyfe, childꝛẽ, e his owne ſwete 
countrep, to go into ſtraunge coũtreis, but pt he ſe hym ſelfe 
amonge ſtrange people, thynkynge vnder the colour of iu⸗ 
ſtice to ſeke foz his owne vtilitie. (ay not this without we 
pinge, that the pzincis with theyz ſmall ſtudy a thoughte, a 
the tuges with they couetyſe, haue vndermpned @ ſhaken 
downe the hygh walles of the policie of Rome, O mp frend 
Catulus, what wylt thou that I ſhulde ſape, but that oure 
credence ſo miniſheth, our couetiſe fo largely ſtretcheth,our 
hardines ſo boldeth,our ſhamfaſtnes lo ſhameles, that we 
pꝛoupde foz fuges to go &robbe our neyghbours as capt- 
tayns apenſt our ennemyes? J lette the to wptte, where as 
Rome was beloued foz chaſtyſpng the yll, now it is as mo- 
che hated foz diſpoylyng of innocctes, I do remember that 
Fred.tn the tyme of Denis Spꝛacuſan, that ruled all St- 
cile, there came an ambafſadour [fro Rhodes to Rome, be⸗ 
pnge of agood age, welle lerned, and valyaunt in armes, 
and 
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and ryght curpouſe to regarde euery thynge. He came to 
Rome to ſe the maieſtie of the ſacred ſenate: the heyght of 
the hygh capitoll enuironned with the Colliſet: the multi⸗ 
tude of ſenatours, the wyſedome of the counſaylours, the 
glozie of triumphes : the cozrection of thepll, the peaceof 
the inhabitauntes, the dyuerſptie of nations, the haboun- 
dance of the mayntenaunce, the ozder of the offyces, and 
finally ſeynge that Rome was Rome, he was demaunded 
howe he ſemed therby : He anſwered and fayde, O Rome 
in this thy pꝛeſent wozlde, thou arte fulle of vertues and 
wyſe men, hereafter thou ſhalt be furnyſhed with foles. Lo 


110 1 142 v welt =— nowe vs fo2 they; 
mee chylderne oz extes att $70: fas. Thele be thrnges 
1 its vled in Rome but thou ſendeſte n woꝛde of that is vled 


in Agripine. J wyll wzptenothynge to the, to put the to 
peyne:wꝛyte to me ſome thynge to retoyce me, pf thy wyfe 
Dynſilla chanced well ok the Kate that came out of Cetin 
with ſalte, ople and honpe, J cauſed hit to be well pꝛouy⸗ 

ded koz her. Wytte thou, that Flodius our vncle was caſte 
downe by rage his hozſe, and is deceſſed. Laertia and 


age. I do ſende the a gowne, J pꝛay to the goddis to ſende i 
1 the toy therof. My wyke Fauftyn ſaluteth the. Recotnende | 
. me to Jamyꝛo thy ſonne. The goddis haue the in kepyng 
1 and contrary foztune be fro me. Marcus thy freude to the 


i Catulus his owne, | 
"0 Aletter F/ 


Collodius axffrendes togyther, by occaſyoi of amary- 
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¶ letter ſent by Marke the emperour to the amo⸗ 
roule ladyes of Rome, bycauſe thep made 
8 plape of hym,Thecxtii:letter, 


W= Irke ozatour lerninge at Rhodes the arte 
ot humanite, to you amozous ladyes of 
a Rome ſalutation to pour perſones , and 
1 ['amendement of pour deſpzed lyfe, It is 

A wyptten to me, that at the feaſt of the mo- 
g ther of the goddes, Berecynthia, al ye to 
gyther there pꝛenſent played, a geſted on 

me:wherin pe layd foz an example iny lyłe # my renoume, 
It is ſhewed me, p Yullia compoſed it, Lucia Fulua wzote 
it, a thy ſelfe Tozingula dyd linge it, a ye all together dyd 
pꝛeſente it to the Theatre:pe haue poꝛtrayed # paynted me 
in dyuers maners, Wa boke in my hande, tourned cõtrary 
as a fapned philoſopet: with a tonge alone, as a bolde 
ſpeaker without meaſure, with ahozneon my heede,acom 
mon cuckolde, with a nettell in my hande as atremblyng 
louer: with a baner fallen downe, as a cowarde capitayn: 
with halfe a berde, as a feminate man:with a clothe afoze 
myne epes as a condempned vacabonud: and pet not con⸗ 
tent with this, but the other vape pe pozttaped ine in a new 
maner.ye made mp fygure with fete of ſtraw, my legges 
. ofambze my knees of wod, the thyghes gf bzaſle, the be⸗ 
lvpe ok hozne, the atmes of pytche,the handes of mace, the 
heed ok pelſo, the eares ok an aſſe, the eyes of a ſerpente, 
the heares as rotes iagged, the tethe ofa catte, the tonge 
ok aſcozpion,and the fozcheed of leade, wherin was wꝛp⸗ 
ten in two lyues theſc letters, M, N, T. N, I, S, V, S, the wht⸗ 
che meneth( as J do take it) The moztall man taketh not 
the ſtate ſo ſtrange, as the doublenes of the lyfe : à than 
pe went to the ryuer, aud therin tyed his heed dounwarde 
5 Qq a hole 
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a hole daye. And yf the lady Meſſalyn had not ben, J think 
it had ben tyed there tyll nowe. And now pe amozous la⸗ 
dyes haue wzitten to me a letter by Fulutus Fabzitius, 
wherofJ receiued no pepue, but as an amoꝛousman, from 
the handes of ladies J take it as a mockerie. And to then⸗ 
tente that I ſhulde haue no tyme foꝛ to thynke thereon, ye 


ſende to wpt a queſtion of me, that is: yf J haue founde | 
in my wzitynges, wherof, by whome, where whan, what, 
and howe the fpzſte women were made. And bycauſe mp | 
complerion is to take mockes foz mockynges, and ſy th ye | 
demaunde it. IJ ſhall ſhewe it:pou and your frendes and | 
mpne, and fpectally Fuluius your meſſager hath deſyꝛed 


me therto. There is nothynge wherof J complapne,but F 
wyll holde my peace, ſaue to pour letter and demaunde 

wyll anſwer. And ſythe there hath ben none foz to aſke the 
queſtion, I pꝛoteſt that to none othe r. but to you ainozous 


women of Rome. F ſende myne anlwere. Ind yk any other ö 


honeſt lady wyll take the demaunde of pou, it is a token 
that ſhe hath enuy of the offpce that ye be of. Certaynly pf 
any lady ſheweth her ſelſe annoyed with your peyn open- 
Iy.fro henſtoꝛthe I condempne her, that ſhe kepeno faulte 
that ſhe knoweth in ſecrete. They that be on the ſtage, kere 


not the rozinge of the bulle: and he that is in a dongeon, | 


feareth not the ſhotte ot artyllerie. wyll ſay,a woman of 
good lyfe feareth no man with an pll tongue. The good 
Matrones map kepe me foz theyꝛ perpetuali ſeruant, and 
they that be yll foz thep2 chiefe ennemie, Now to aunſwere 
the queſtyon, to knowe wherof the lyꝛſt women were made 


J ſay that accozdynge to the dyuerfitie of nations, that be 


in the woꝛlde, dpuers opinions J fynde in this caſe. 
The Egypttens ſape, that whan the flode of Nyle ranns 
abꝛode, and watred the erthe there abode certayne pieces 


of erthe cleupnge to gether lyke greace, and thanne che 


heate 
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heate commynge in them created many wylde beaſtes:and 
ſo amonge them was founde the fyꝛſte woman. Note pe 
ladyes, that it was neceſſarye, that the flode of Nyle ſhulde 
flowe ouex his bʒymmes, that the fyꝛſte woman myghte be 
made on the earthe, All creatures are bzedde in the entrap⸗ 
les of thepz mothers, excepte the woman that was bꝛedde 
without a mother. And this ſemeth true, that without mo⸗ 
fthers pe were bozne, bycauſe without rule pe lyue, # withs 
but oꝛder pe dye,Uerply he putteth hym ſ(elfe to many tra- 
uuaples, and hath many wyles to fynde,and many tymes to 
fthynke, and to aſke many ſuccours, and to abyde many 
| peres, and to chuſe amonge many women, that wyll rule 
one onely wyfe by reaſon, Be the beaſtes neuer (00 cruell 
and fierce, at the laſte the lyon is ledde of his keper with- 
out any bande. The bullets cloſed in the parke: the bꝛy⸗ 
dell ruleth the hozſe, a lyttell hooke catcheth the fyſſhe, and 
the wolle ſuffreth to be tyed:onely a woman is a beaſte bn: 
able to be tamed, ⁊ neuer leſeth her boldneſſe koz any thyng 
that is commaunded her, noz the bzydell,foz not beynge cõ⸗ 
mauded.The goddis haue made men as men, and beaſtes 
as beaſtes, and the humapne vnderſtandynge very hyghe, 
| and his ſtrength ofa great power:but yet is there no man, 
be he neuer ſo hygh, that ſhal ſhape the woman lyghtly, noz 
dekende hym be he neuer lo ſtronge. But J (aye to you my 
ladyes: There is no ſpurres that can make vou goo, no; 
taynes that can holde you, noꝛ bzydelle that can refrayne 
you,noz angle oz net that can take vou: and fynally there 
is no law can ſubdue pou, noʒ ſyame refratneyou,noz feare 
abaſſhe you, noz chaſtyſemente amende pou, O to what 
lan yll aduenture putteth he hym ſelfe, that thynkethe to 
ule and cozrecte you, Fo2yfye take an opynton inhande, 
all the wozlde (hall not dꝛawe pon from it: yt a man telle 
zz warye you of any thynge, pe wylle neuer beleue hym: 
EF: | Qa ii It one 
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At᷑ one gyue pou good counſell, pe wyll not take it: pk one 
thzeaten pou, anone pe complapne: pt one flatter you, than 
pe ware pꝛoude: pf one teiopce not in you, ve are ſpytefull: 
yk one koꝛbeare pou, it maketh pou bolde: pf ye be chatty- 
ſed, ye tourne to ſerpentes: Finally a woman wyll neuer 
fozgpue anp tniurye,no2 gyue thanke foz any good dede, 

owe adapes the mooſte ſpmple of all women, J lwcare, 
wyll ſweare, that ſhe knoweth leſſe than ſhe doeth: and of 
trouthe the mooſte wyſeſte mans wytte ſhall faple in theyz 
reaſons : and pet the wyſeſte of thepm fwaructh frome- all 
w; Home. Wyll pe knowe mp ladpes, howe lytle ye kuowe 
and howe moche pe be ignozaunt That is, ye determyne 
ſodepnly in harde thynges of grauptie, as yf ye had ſtudied 


foꝛ it a M. yeres:and pf any gapneſape pou, ye take hym 
as a moztall enmpe. Yardy is that woman, that dare gyue 


counſell to a man, but he is moze hardyer that taketh it ok 


a!woman,But J ſape he is a foole that taketh it, « he moꝛe 
foole that aſketh it, and he is moche moze folyſhe that ful⸗ 


kylleth it. Myn opinion is, that he Þ wyll not falle amonge 
fo many ſtones, noꝛ pꝛycke hym amonge ſo many thoznes, 
noz blyſter hym amonge ſo many nettyls, lette hym heare 
what J wyll ſape, and do as pe (hall ſee: ſpeake welle and 
wozke pll: In pꝛompſynge pꝛompſe moche, In fultyllpnge 


fulfyll nothynge, and fynally allo we youre woꝛdes, and 


condempne pour counſeltes, It one ſhulde demaunde now 
adayes of dyuers ryghte tenoumed perſones, that benne 
deed, howe they dyd with the tounſelle of women whanne 
they lyued: I am ſure they wolde not haue rylen than to be 
leue them, noz at this houre to be rt᷑uyued agayne to heare 


them. How was kynge Philippe of Macedon with Olym⸗ 
ptasr Patys with Helapna: Alexander with Roſanae E- | 


neas with Dydo! Hercules with Depanira : Hanyball 
with Thampza? Nero with Agrippine? and pk pe 1 — 
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beleue what they ſuffred with them, demaũde of me howe 
J do amonge other. O pe women, I temembꝛynge that J 
am boꝛne of one of pou, abhozre my lyfe:and J thynkynge 
that J lyue with you, deſyze deathe. Foz there is none o⸗ 


ther deathe as to treate with pou, and no better lyfe thanne 


to flee fro pou. It is a common ſapenge amonge women, 
that we men be vnkynde, hycauſe we beynge bozne in pour 
entrayles. do entreate you as bondwomen and ſeruantes: 
and ye ſaye, ſythe pe bere vs with peryll, and nourylſhe vs 
with trauaple, that it were conuentent and iuſte that we al⸗ 
wapes ſhuld be occupyed in your ſeruyces, Dftentymes J 
haue ſtudyed, why men deſpꝛe women ſo moche. There is 
no epes, but they oughte to wepe, no harte but it ſhoulde 
bꝛeake. no ſpirite but it ſhulde be ſoꝛowfull to ſe a wple ma 
loſte by a foolyſhe woman. The foolyſhe louer paſſeth the 
dap to ſatist̃pe his ſpght, the darke nyght to tomble with 
vapne thoughtes:one day heryng tydynges, an other day 
he offereth ſeruice: one tyme louynge darkenes, an other 
tyme he hateth lyght: he dyeth with company, and lyueth 
ſolitarie:and fynally the pooze foolyſhe louer maye that he 
wyll not, and wylleth that he map not. Moe ouer the coũ⸗ 


ell ok his frendes p2ofyteth hym not, noꝛ the ſhame of his 


enmpes, no: loſſe of his goodes, noz the aduenture ok ho⸗ 
nour, noz loſynge of his lyfe, noz ſekynge of deathe, noz 
comynge nere, no2 goynge fere, noꝛ ſeynge with eyes, noz 
herynge with eares, n oz taſtynge with mouthe, noz yet fee⸗ 
lynge ok hande: and fynally to attayne vyctozye, he hathe 
alway warre agapſt him ſelfe. I wolde theſe louers knew 
fro whens loue pzocedeth, it is this. The entrayles that 
we are bꝛedde in, is of fleſhe: the bzeſtes that we ſucke, are 
of fleſhe : the armes that we are nouriſhed in, be of fleſhe: 
the werkes that we doo, are of the fleſhe, by the wiche oc⸗ 
caſpons commeth the repeale of our fleſhe to they? — 

anp 
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Many free hartes falle into the ſnares of loue. It ſemeth 
well my ladpes, that pe ate bzoughte bp in puddels, as the 
Egiptiẽs lay: The puddels kepe no clere water to dzynke, 
no; fruyte fo eate,no2 fyſſhe to be taken, noz veſſell to ſayle 
with: do layeye ate fowle in your lpuynge, ſhamefull in 
youre perſons, in aduerſitie feble and lethy, in pꝛolperitie 
ſubtyll and wylp, falſe in wozdes, doubtfull in youre wer- 
kes. In hatynge ye kepe a dyſozder, extreme to loue, aua⸗ 
rycious to gyue, vnſhameftaſt to take, and J ſape pe are a 
receyte of feare, where as wyſe men fpnde peryll, and ſim⸗ 
ple men ſuffre. Jn you wyſe men holde they: renomes dil⸗ 
alowed, and the ſymple men they; lyfe in penurp. 

Let vs leue the opinpons of the Egyptiens, and comme 


tothe Grekes, whiche ſape, that in the deſertes of Trabye 


the ſonne ſhyneth moſte hote and they ſaye, that at the be- 
gynnynge there appeared a woman alone with a byꝛde cal 
led Phenix, the whiche byꝛde they ſaye, was created of the 
water, and the woman of the greate heate of the ſonne,and 
of the cozruption of the powdꝛe. that fallethe fro the trees, 
whiche the woꝛmes do eate. In this wyſe there was a tree 
ſooze eaten with wozmes, and it chaunced by heate of the 
ſonne, and dzyeth of the powder, that a fyzc kpndlcd, and 
ſoo bzente it, and than of the fyze and powder of the ſayde 
bent tree, the fyzſte woman was made. Ind though J be 
a philoſopher Romapne, J wyll not ſape, that the opinion 
of the philoſopher greke was pll. Foz of trouth pe ladyes 
that be amozouſe, haue your tonges of the nature of fpze, 
+ pour condicions of the rottennes of the pouder of wood. 
After Þ diuerſite of beeſtes,nature hath put ſome ſtrength 
in dyuers partis of thepz bodyes, as the egle in the beake, 
the vnicorne in the hozne,the ſerpent in the tayle, the bull 
inthe heed, the beate in the armes, the hozs in the breſt, the 
dogge in the tethe the hogge in the gropne, the wod _ 
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in her whynges, and women in their tonges. Df trouth the 
flyght of the wood doue is not ſo hyghe as the fantaſie of 
your folyes, noz the catte ſcratcheth not ſo ſooze with her 
naples, as pe ſcratche foles with your ttmpoztunttics ; noz 
the dogge hurteth not them.thathe renneth at, as ye doo 
the ſ0z0wfull louer that ſerueth you : no: he is not in ſoo 
greatte peryll of his lyfe that catcheth the bulle by the hoz- 
nes, as the good fame of the louer is that falleth into your 
handes. Ind fynally the ſerpent hath not ſo moch poyſon 
in his taple, as pe haue in pour tongues. Set all the good 
Romapne ladyes apart, foz there be many, of whome there 
is no complapnte of their perſones, noꝛ ſuſpection of their 
good names, Of all ſuche my letter ſpeaketh not, noꝛ my 
penne wziteth not ok them, but of other: J lpeake of wo⸗ 
men that be ſuche, that all vencmous beaſtes haue not ſo 
moch poyſen in thepz bodies, as they haue in their tonges 
And ſyth that the goddis haue commaunded, and our de⸗ 
ſtenies do permpt, that the lyfe of men can not paſſe with 
oute women:therfoze J aduertyle theſe ponge people, and 
pꝛap them that be olde, and awake wyſe men, and teche the 
ſymple, to flee away from women of pll name, rather than 
from a comon peſtilence. | 

¶ Redpnge the auncient lawes of Plato, fynde wziten 
thus:we cõmande þ al women opcly infamed, be opely put 
out of the citie, to thentẽt that other ſeyng their ſinnes not 
vnpuniſhed, map abhozre the ſinne koꝛ feare to fal into the 
ſame pepne.Alſo the ſame lawe ſayth: We command, that 
pardon be gyuen to a woman of all the fautes commytted 
by her owne body, if any amendement be ſene in her: but 
neuer to pardon theym that haue commytted ſynne with 
their tonges. Foꝛ commpttynge ſynne with an yll perſone, 
is of fragilitie, but with the tonge it is of pure malyce. 

¶ © diume Plato, maſter x meaſure of al vnderſtiding, 
and 
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and pꝛince of all philoſophers whanne thou madefte that 
lawe in the golden wozlde, that there was neuer ſuche (car 
citie of pll women, and ſo great aboundance of good wo⸗ 
men in Grece. What ſhall we doo nowe in Rome, where 
there be ſo many ylle openly, and fo fewe good in ſecretee 
Naturally they were wont to be ſhamkaſte in they; vp⸗ 
ſages, temperate in woꝛdes, wyſe of wpt, ſobze in goynge 
meke in conuerſation, pittefull in cozrection well regar⸗ 
dynge they: lyuynge, not kepynge companpes, ſtedkaſt in 
pꝛomeſſe, and conſtant in loue. Fynally let not the women 
that wylbe good, truſte in the wyldome of wyſe men, noz 


in theflatterye of lyght folkes, But lette Her vertuoullp 


regarde her renoume, and beware alwapes of any manne 
that maketh her anp pꝛomyſe. Foz after that the flames of 
Uenus beſet on fpze,and Cupide hath ſhote his arrowes, 
the ryche man offereth all that he hath,the pooze man all 
that he map, the wyſe man ſayth he wylbe her greate frend, 
and the ſpmple alway her ſeruaũt:the wyſe man wyll loſe 
his lyke foꝛ het, and the foole wyll take his deathe foz her, 
The olde man wyl ſay. he wyl be frende to her frendes: and 
the ponge man wpll ſay, he wyll be ennemie to her enmpes. 
Some will pꝛomps to pay her debtes, and other to reucge 
her iniuties. Fynally to hyde theyz pouertye, and to ſhewe 
theyz beautie, they leaue theſe fooles loſing! their perſones 
and good fames, J wyll leaue to ſpeake of good women, 
fo2 it is not myn entent to lay any thynge to theyz charge: 
but to aduertiſe them well J demaunde of you amozous 
ladies, if Platon was there, whan pe made a playe of my 
lyke, and dzewe my kygure aboute in Rome: No ſurely, in 
dede by that J ſe in you, at this tyme, it is ſuſpecious that 
is ſayde o f other. Foz there is but a fewe in Rome, whome 
Plato and his lawe dothe excuſe, One thynge ye can not 


denp, if I were the wozlte of all menne, at the laſte * bay 
out 


AVRELIV'S, 5 
founde the ende af my vilanpes. And pe can not denye me. 
but ſhe that is leaſte pll of vou, in all my lyfe coulde not 
ſhewe the malyce of her lyke. It is greatte peryli to wyſe 
women, to benepghbours to kooles: Great petyll it ig to 
them that be ſhamefaſt, to be with them that be chameles: 
great peryll it is to them that be of a meke and ſtyl maner 
to be with them that be bolde and rude : great peryll it is 
foꝛ them that be chaſte, to be with them that lyue in auou- 
trie:great peryll it is foꝛ the houourable, to be with them 
that be dyſfamed. Foz the women defamed.thinkec that all 
other be defamed, and deſpze that they ſhulde be dekamed, 
and pꝛocure to haue them dekamed, and ſay they be pll fa- 
med. And to thentent to couer they: owne inlamp, they in 
fame all other that be good. O you ladyes in amours, it is 
longe ſith ye knew me and J you:and yf pe ſpeke, J ſpeke, 
pk ye knowe, A know: it pe be ſtyll, J am ſtyll: pf pe ſpeke 
openly, I wyll not ſpeke in ſecret. Thou knoweſt wel Aut 
lina, that made the teſte how Eumedes lolde calues derer 
in the boucherie, thau thou ſoldeſt the innocent virgins in 
thy houſe. Thou knoweſt wel Turinga, that one day thou 
reckneſt all thy louers, but thou couldeſt not recken them 
on thy kyng ers, but deſpꝛedſt to haue a buſhel full of pea- 
ſon; And thou Lucia Fuluta knoweſt well, whan thou 
were, thou woteſt where, with Bꝛeto, and madeſt peace 
with thy hulbande, thou tokeſt hym alpde, and ſaydeſte, 
but pf thou myghteſt lye out of thy houſe ones a wecke, he 
ſhuld not lpe in the houle. And thou Retoxaknoweſt wel, 

that in thy ponge dapes, two peres thou were appoynted 
on the ſee with a Pyzate.ſo that he ſhulde take no moo to 
ſatisfye a C. men of warren the galey. Thou Egna Coz 
cia knoweſt well that whan the cenſure entred to take the 
he founde. ve meng gomnes, in which thou wenteſt euer by 

nyght:a thou haddeſt but ont womans r 2 — 
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wareſt on by daye. Thou knoweſt well Peſplane Fabzice 
that Aluinus Mettellus à thou beyage maried, befoze the 
Cenſure demaunded openly his parte, ot that thou gateſt 
in thy houſe with thy ſecrete louers. Ind thou Campyl kno- 
weſt well,not bepnge content with thyne owne nation, but 
by reaſon of the great hauntynge that thou haddeſt with 
ſtraungers, thou canſt ſpeake all maner of languages. J 
wyl marke them that haue marked me, a hurte them that 
haue hurte me, perſecute theym that haue perſecuted me, 
and inkame them that haue infamed me: All other my pen 


doth pardon, bycauſe they haue perdoned me in their play. 
And bycauſe my letter hath begonne in that ye haue done | 


to my perſon, therfoʒe I wpl ende it in that it feleth ol pour 


mocke to receyue the anſwere. Marke Rodian to the amo⸗ 
rous ladies of Rome. 


¶ L letter ſent by Marc the emperoute to Boemta a 
louer of his, that wolde haue gone with hymn 
to the warres. CThe.xb.letter. 


A Arck pzetour Romapne lent to the warres of 
e 4 Dacy.ſendetyſalute to thehistouer Boemta 
$ 07 [ [which arte in the pleaſures of Rome. beyng 
. a 2 10 


ſcaped fro the cruell battell, haue red the fewe 
of the a longe infozmation · J ſape to the, thou haſte put 
me in a moze greate abaſhement, than the feare of myne 

| en 
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good names. And thus J conclude, that a man may ſcape | 
free fro all domages, with abſtepnynge fro them: But fro | 
women there is no way, but to flee fro them. Thus J ende 
and demaunde of the goddis, that Þ mape ſe ot you, as ye | 
delpꝛe to ſe of me. And ſythe ye be louers, J counſell. you | 
as pe haue ſent ine pour ieſte fo a mocke, in lykewpſe foꝛ a 


lynes wꝛiten with thy hande, and haue harde 
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ennempes. In takynge thy letter into my hande, fozth- 
with the herbe of malyce entred into my harte. Whanne J 
tempze my body with thy delytes. J thynke my harte is fre 
fro the venym of thy ainours, A of my wpll, and thou by⸗ 
cauſe thou canſte do no moze, we haue gyuen vs to be free 
of our pleaſures, I thynke as well as to make a. deuozle of 
our enmpes.But ſuche as pe be. ſo pe do, banyſſhementes 
of amours,and treaſures of pafſpons. The loue of pou all 
oughte to be digeſted with pylles:but the paſſyon of one of 
pou wpll not be oppꝛeſſed with all the Rubarbe in Alexan⸗ 
dꝛie. ye ſhewe your ſelfe cruell co pardon an ennemp, and 
euery dape lyght to chaũge louers. Curiouſly J haue kept 
you al the whyle that delytes ouerpꝛeſſed my pouth: pet 1 
coude neuer ſe in any woman no certayntie, no reaſon in 
loue, but hate at the laſt. Thy pꝛeſent lyghtnes quarclleth 


with my youth paſt: and it is bycauſe thou ſeeſt not in me 


the aunctent wyll towarde the, noz the pꝛeſent ſeruice. And 
certapnly herynge thyn accuſation, and not my iuſtifica⸗ 


tion, as tuſtly thou paieſt ine with deth, as I pay the with 


fo:getfulnes , The whiche fozgettynge is as ſtraunge to 
be in hym that ſerueth,as vngentilnes in the ladye that is 


ſerued. Thinkeſt thou, that J haue foꝛgotten the lawe of 
VUenus, where as it commaudeth, that the curious louers 


ſhuld exerciſe.theyz ſtrẽgthes in armes, and occupie they 


hartes in loue-and alſo that they; apparell be very clene⸗ 


ly, they; fete well compalſed, they; bodycs ſtedfaſt aud not 
wauerpng, thep; voyces lowe and ſofte, and ſadde in co ĩ⸗ 
tenance: they: epes open gaſyn ge at wyudowes,and cheyz 
hartes redy to flee in the ayze. Of trouth my loue Boemia, 
he is but a groſſe louer, that holdethe his wylle in capty⸗ 
uitie, and his vnderſtandynge free, The vaderitandynge 


| oughte to be loſte, where as wyll is in pon. J ſaye this 


to thentent that thoughe mpne age haue lefte the exercyſe, 


gupde, J was entred into the whpzlepoole:md'by the grol 
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yer my ſpirite hath not koꝛgotten the arte. Thou complap⸗ 
neſt, bycauſe F gyue mp ſelke to reſte, æ that J haue greatly 
koꝛgotten the. J wyll not deny thetrouthe: the daye ol foz- 
gettynge maketh the mufter or my thoughtes, and reaſon 
whiche is pzouplour declateth, that it is not to my grauyte 
to permpyt, that I ſhuld loue, noz thy age to ſuſfre to be be⸗ 
ioued. As nowe thou knoweſt, that dyuers thynges, that 
youth dylſpmuleth in ponge perſons; in age meryteth gre⸗ 
uous coꝛʒrection. The dedes done in pouthe pꝛocedeche of 
ignozaunce : but the vilantes done in age pꝛocedeth ort ma⸗ 
lyce. Whan J kepte the Cautons, J vetted tn the ſtretes, 
I ſange balades, J gaſed to the wyudowes, J played on 
inddrumentes, J ſcaled the walles, /J wakened lyghte per! 
fons: thynkeſte thou that J wyſt what J dyd in myyouths 
and nowe that J ſe my ſelfe pzomoted fro theſe pleaſures, |] 
and decked with ſoo many whyte heares, and apparapled þ 
with ſoo many dolours, J thynke nowe J was not than, 
oz elles J dꝛeame as nowe:ndt kaowynge the wapes that 
Jhaue gone, noꝛ ſepnge the wayts full of ſtones, . haue 
fallen ere J was ware, J haue fallen in ſnares: ſekynge no 


ſenes of my boldeneſſe, J was loſte, and therfoze J haue 
deſerued pardon, and not that J ame out of the thomeg 
and bulſhes, thou woldeſte haue me further in than euer | 
was. And nowe that J can not take the purgacyons, thou 
offereſte to me ſyꝛopes . J haue watched all uyghte, and 
touched newly the alarme Foꝛ thynuncpent amitte I pay 
the. and coniure the in che name os the goddog, ſuthe that 
my harte is rebell agapnſtt thy wyll, whiche ts right dout⸗ 
full:cauſe me to leaue to deſpꝛe the thus withoute doubte. 
And to thentent that thou ſhuldeſt not thynke anp vnkind 
nes in my whytt hentes as I mape atque thy face of ydel⸗ 
nes J wpll that we xecken what we haue wonne > 07 hope 
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to wynne. Shewe me what commeth of thele pleaſures:the 
tyme yll ſpente good name in ſcaterynge to pardycyon, the 
patrymonie waſted, the credence loſte, the goddis annop⸗ 
ed, the vertues (claundzed , the name of bzute beaſtes got, 
and ſurenames of ſhame: ſuche ye and we and other be. 

Thou wzytelt in thy letter, howe thou wylte leaue Rome, 
and come and le me in the warres of Dacy.Sepng thy folp 
J laugh, and knowledgynge thy boldneſle, J beleue the. 
And whan J thynke thus N take the letter agayne out of 
mp boſome,x beholde the ſeale, doubtynge it it be thy letter 


dn not. Thou altereſt my pulces and felynges of mp harte, 


# the colour of my face chaũgeth, imagenynge, that epther 
ſhame ſurmounteth in the, o elles grauptie fapleth in me. 
Foz ſuche lyghtnes ſhulde not be beleued, but of lyke lyght 
perfones; Thou knoweſte well, he that dothe yll, meryteth 
peyn ſoner than he that dothe infatny. J wolde wytte:whi- 
ther thou wylt goe Thou halte ben cutte fo2 vertin ace, and 
nowe thoy woldeſte be ſolde foz wyne. Thou beganſt fyꝛſte 
as cherpyes, and thou wylte be laſte as quynces : we haue 
eaten the in bloſomes, and thou wylt be lyke the fruyte: the 
nuttes are very good, but the ſhales be harde, wich ſtrawe 


and donge thou arte made type, and thou arte rotten, and 


il thou be rotten, thou art to be lothed. Thou art not cõtent 
with. xl. yeres; that thou haſte, of the whiche . rb. yetcs 
art paſſed in taſt as wyne, that is to be ſold: and as'ſtrawe- 
beries Hyd vnder the leaues that are cozrupte and rotten, 
Art not thou Boemia, that lacketh two tethe, the eies ho- 
lowed, with white heares, x a riueled fate, one haude loſte 
with the gout, #aTpbbe marred with childe berynge why⸗ 
ther wylt thou go? put thy ſelfe'tha in a barel, ⁊ caſte the ⁊ 
it into the riuer x thou ſhalt come out all weate. We haue 
eaten the freſhe fpſhe,#nowe thou woldeſt bꝛinge hyther þ 
Tuſty old alt fiſhe in ſted therok. O __ 
y CIS: v. 11. 
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Y knowe there is no truſte in youth,noz hope in age. Thon 
complapneſte, that thou haſte nothynge. That is an olde 
quarelle of the amoꝛous ladyes of Rome, whiche takynge 
all, ſape they haue nothpnge:and that ye lacke of credence, | 
pe do fulfylle with money. Therkfoze beloue me loupnge |: 


frende,the kolyſſhe eſtate, that pꝛocedeth of vnlawfull wpn |: 
nynge, gyueth (mall ſuertie and leſſe good name to the per 


ſone. I can not tell howe thou hau ſpende ſoo-moche., Foz |” 
pf I dzewe of my rynges with one hande, thou dyddeſte o- 
pen my purle with the other hande. A had greatter warres |: 
with my coffers than, than J haue nowe with mpne enne⸗ 
myes, I coulde neuer haue tewell but thou woldeſt demad |! 
it: foz I dyd neuer denye the. Nowe at this houre J mers | 
uayle,foz in this imyne age J fpnde greate hynderaunce by 
my youthe. Thou complapneſt of trauayle and pouertpe, | 
J ame he that hath great nede of that medycine foz this o: 


pilation, and a playſter foz that ſooze, and to haue forme |! 
colde water fo; that hote feuer. Atte thou not adupſed, that 


J banyſhed mp neceſſptie in the londe of fo:getfulnes,and |: 
dyd ſet bp thy wyll foz the requeſte of my ſerupce. Jn wyn⸗ 
ter IJ wente all bare, and in ſommer charged with clothes, 

wente on fote in the mpze, à rode in the fayze wape: whan 

was heuy Jlaughed, and whan J was merp, F wepte, |: 
Foz dꝛede J dzewe fozthe mp ſtrengthes, and oute of m6 
ſtrengthes cowardiſe. The nyghtes to ſygh. and on the dag 
to wayte where thou wenteſt by, Whan thou haddeſt nede 
of any thynge, I was fapne to robbe my father fo2 it. Tell 
me Boemia, with whom fulfpled thou thyn open folyes, | 
but with the yll ozders that J putte mp ſelke to in ſecretes 
wot ye what me ſemeth by you amozous ladpes of Rome: 
pe are in the court as the lytel mothes eatyng olde clothes, 
and a paſtyme foꝛ lyght folkes.treſozers of fooles, & ſepul⸗ 
chzes of vices. This that ſemeth me is, that if in thy youth 
eyerp 
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try ma,now thou giueſt thy ſelf to every ma,bycauſe euerp 
mã ſhulde gyue hym to the. Thou telleſt me, that thou haſt 
ii. ſons, a lackeſt hetpe foʒ them, yelde graces to the goddis 
ok the pitie that they haue vſed with the, they haue gyuen 
to. xv.chyldꝛen of Fabzicio my nepghbour but one father 
sã to two ok thy chyldzen onely, they haue gyuen.l. fathers. 
Cherfkoꝛe deuyde them amonge theyz fathers, and euerpe 
mã ſhall not haue one fynger. Lucia thy doughter in dede 
and myn by ſuſpecte, remembze that J haue done moze in 
marienge of her, thã thou dydſt in her pꝛocreation. Foz to 
the gettyng of her, thou dydſt call dyuers, to mary her J 
dyd it alone. J wzyte to the but lyttel, to the reſpect of that 

J wold waite.Butrio Coꝛnelio hath ſpoken moche on thy 
parte, he hym ſelfe ſhall ſhewe the as moche-of my parte, 
Ĩt is longe ago lyth J knewe thyn impacience. J knowe 
well thou wylt ſende me an other letter moze malicious. J 
p2ay the ſyth J wzote to the lecretely,defame me not opely 
And whan thou redeſt this letter, remebze what occaſyons 
thou gyueſt me to wztite,x though ß we be no frendes, yet 
wyl J not leue to ſend the ſpluer. I ſend the a gowne,s the 
oddis be with 8, a bzing me out ot this warre with peas, 

Marke pꝛetour in Dacie to his auncient louer Boemia. 


¶ The anlwere to the emperours letter ſent by 
Boemia. The. x vi. letter. 
Diemia thyn ancient louer, to the Marc of 
S moüt Celio her moztall enmp. J deſpꝛe vez 
gieãce of thy perſon, a vll foztune foz all thy 


i 


ute. J haue receined thy letter, a therby per 

eepue thy danable intẽtes a thy cruell ma- 
he Alices. Suche pll perſons as thou arte haue 
his pz ꝭ ſith one doth ſuffre you vilanies — 
| pe wp 


— 


euery man gaue to the,bycauſe thou ſhuldeſt gyue p to eue 
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ye wyll hurte them openly, but thou ſhalt not doo ſoo with 
me Marc:foz though J be not treſoureſſe of thy treſours; 
pet at leaſte I am treaſoureſſe of thyn ylneſſe: and where 


as I can not reuenge me with my perfone, J chall labour 
to do it with my tongue. And thynke, that though we wo⸗ 
men be weake and our bodies lone oyercome, pet wpte it 


fo: certayne, that our hartes are neuer vanquyſhed. Thou 


ſayeſt, that ſcapynge from a battayle thou dyddeſt receyue 
my letter, wherof thou were ſooze abaſhed, It is a very | 
comon thynge to theym that be weke and llacke, to ſpeke |: 
of loue, wanton fooles to treate of bokes, and to cowar- |? 
des to babble of armes: J ſap it, bycauſe the anſwerynge |: 
to aletter was not of neceſſitie toreherſe to a woman as 
Jam, whether it were befoze the battayle oz after. J know |” 
well, thou arte ſcaped fro it,fo2 thou were not the fyꝛſt that 
fought,noz the laſte that fled, Whan thou were ponge, | 
neuer ſawe the go to the warre,that euer J dꝛedde 02 had | 
ſuſpecte of thy lyfe:foz knowynge thy rowardpſe, J neuer 
toke carefoz thyne abſence, foꝛ therin J was mooſte ſure | 
of thy perſone. Than Marc tell me nowe, what thou doeſte 


in thyn age J thinke thou beareſt thy ſpeare not foꝛ to iuſt 
in the warte, but foz to leane on whan the gowte greuethe 


the. Thy helmette J deme thou beareſt with the to dꝛynke 
within tauernes, and not to defende the fro the ſtrokes ok 
ſwerdes:?oꝛ I neuer ſawe the ſtryke man with thy lwerde, 
but J haue knowen the flee a. M. women with thy tonge. 


O malicious and vnhappy Marc, it thou were as valy- 


aunt as thou arte malycious, thou ſhuldeſt be as greatly 
dꝛedde of the barbarycke nations, as thou arte Hated, as 


reaſonne ig, of the matrons of Rome. Tell me what thy 


lyſte:at the leaſt thou canſte not deuye, but as thou haſte 


ben a weake and llacke louer ſoo thou arte nowe a weacke 
and flacke co warde knyght, an vnunowen krende, auart- 
cious 
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cious, infamed, malicious, cruell, ennempe to euerp man, 
x frend to no body. And we that haue knowen the, yonge 
ſtronge and luſtp, condempne the fo: an olde foole. Thou 
ſayeſt that takynge my letter into thy handes, thy harte 
toke the popſon of malyce. J beleue it well without lwea⸗ 
eyng,to2 any thyng beynge maliciouſe fozthwith kyndeth 
lodging in thy houſe. Beaſtes, that be cozrupt,lightly take 
the poyſon, that they that ben ot good complexion caſte a⸗ 
way, Ok one thyng Þ am in ccrtayn,thou ſhalte not dye of 
poyſon. Foz one venyme oftentymes dyſtropeth an other 
venpme. O malpcious Marc, pt all they in Rome knewe 
the, as well as ſ0zowfull Boemia dooth, they ſhulde ſoone 
ſe, what dyflerence were betwene the wozdes that thou ſpe 
keſt, and the intention ok thy hart. And ik by the wzitinges 
that thou makeſt, thou meriteſt to haue the name ok a phi⸗ 
loſopher, by the ylnes that thou doeſt inuente, thou doefte 
merite to haue the name of a tyꝛaunte. Thou ſapeſt, thou 
ſaweſt neuer certitude in the loue of a woman, noz ende 
of her hate. J haue greate glozpe, that other ladyes beſyde 
me haue knowledge of thy ſmall wyſoome, A ſe Marc, F 
wyll not mocke the, thou arte ſuche one, as neuer deſer- 
ued that one ſhould begpnne to loue the. noz leaue to hate 
the. Wylt thou haue certitude in loue and thou vnfayth- 
full of thy ſeruyce? Wylte thou ſerue with mockeryes, and 
woldeſt be loued truely? Wylte thou eniope the perſonne 


without ſpendyng of any of thy goodes ? Wylt thou haue 


no complayntes of the, and thou not ceaſſynge thy maly- 


tes: Thou ſayeſt,thou knoweſt the plnes of women. J wil 


thou know, we be not ſo folyſhe,as thou thinkeſt,no2 thou 
ſo wyle,as thou weneſte, to pꝛayſe thy ſelfe. yet hytherto 
hath ben ſene mo men, to folowe the appetyte of women, 
then there hath ben women folowynge the wylle of men, 
In none of bothe is great truſt, and pet we _— * 
tha 
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that one man hath his harte fo myghty, to be moze wyſer 
than thze wyſe women, and one woman typnketh her ſoo 
ſtrong to put vader her feete, and ouercome iii. C.ſuche 
as be lpght, Thou ſapeſt thou arte abaſhed of mp lyght⸗ 
nes, to leaue Rome and come to the bepnge in the wacres. 
Gꝛeat is the loue of the countrep, ſyth that many leaue dy⸗ 
uers welthes that they haue in ſtraunge landes, and lyue 
ſtraytly, foz to lpue in theyʒ owne lande:but greatter is my 
loue, ſpth that J wold leaue Rome with all the plealurs, 
to go and ſerche foꝛ the in ſtrange landes among the cruel 
battaples. O malicious Marke, O ſtraunge louer, pt 
leaue Rome. it were to go and ſeke my harte beyng in the 
battaples with the. And eertapnlp dpuers tymes whanne 
J do thynke on thyne abſence, J [wowne and ſozowe as 
my hart were not with ine, and yet J fpnde no perfpte re⸗ 
medy.F thynke our loue is not lyke thele beaſtes, that toy 
of theyꝛ pleaſures, without to wyll, and deſyze they; wpl- 
les. I ſweare to the by the goddeſſe Ueſta, and by the mo- |? 
ther Berecinthta, that thou oweſt me moꝛe foꝛ one dape of | 
loue, that J haue had to the, than foz the ſeruices that Þ | 
haue done ro the in. xxu. pers. Beholde vnhappy Marc, 
howe moche in thy pꝛeſence J haue always regarded the, 
and in thyn abſence J haue alwayes thoughte on the, and 


flepynge J haue alwayes dꝛemed of the, J haue wepte 


fo2 thy trauayle and laughed at thy pleaſure, and fynally | 
all mp welth J haue wpſhed the, and all thyn ylles J haue 
wyſhed me. J enſure the one thynge, that as nowe J kele 


not ſo moche the perſecution that thou doeſt to ine, as 1 


do the inyſknowlege that thou makeſt to me. It is a great | 
ſozowe fo2 an auaricious man to ſee his goodes lolte, but 
without compariſon it ts farre greatter foz the louer to le | 
his loue pll beſtowed, It is a hurt that ts alway ſooze, q | 
peyn alway peynful,a ſoꝛow alway ſozowfuil,z it is _ 
I 


N. N 
e ea 
"NA 


AVRELIVS, 158 
that neuer endeth, O pe men, yf ye knewe with what loue 


women loueth you in perfytneſſe whan they loue, and with 


what harte they hate whan they are ſet to hate: Þ ſweare to 
vou ye wolde neuer copany with the in loue:oʒ yt pe do loue 
them, ye wolde neuer leue the fo2 feare of they: hate, there 
is neuer gret hate, but where as moche loue was fyzſt. But 
thou ſhalte neuer be gretly hated, foꝛ thou were neuer truly 
loued of ladyes. The ſoꝛowfull Boemia hath loued þ.rri, 
pere of her lyfe, x now ſhe only hateth the tyl after her deth. 
Thou ſapeſt, I mape be eaten foz veriupce, and pet J wold 
be lolde foz wyne. J knowe well J haue crred, as one that 
hath ben vonge and lyght, andwhan J perceyued that J 
had loſt my way, and that my inyſaduenture can fynde no 
way noz remedy: It is the greateſt loſſe of all loſſes, whan 
there is no remedy . Jhaue erred lyke a keble and a weake 
woman, but thou haſt erred as a ſtronge man: J haue er⸗ 
red by ſimple 1gnozaunce, but thou haſt erred of a pꝛepen⸗ 
ſed and wilfull malice: J haue erred, notknowpnge that 
FJ QHulde haue erred, but thou knewen what thou dyddeſt: 
F haue truſted to thy wozdes, as to a faythfull gentylle 
man, and thou haſte begyled me with a thouſande leſyn⸗ 
ges as a lper. Tell me dyddeſt thou not ſeke occaſpon to 

comme into my mothers houſe Getulia, to allure me her 
doughter Boemia to thy mynde : Dyddeite thou not p20- 
myſe my father to teache me to rede in one pere! and thou 

taughtethe me to rede the boke of Ouidius, of the arte of 
loue « Dyddeſt thou not ſweare to be my huſbaunde. and 

than withdꝛeweſte thy hande as a falſe aduoultter⸗ Doeſt 


thou not kno we, that thou neuer foundeſt villanie in my 


perſonne, noꝛ J neuer founde trouthe in thy mouthe 7 At 


leaſt thou canſt not denye, but thou haſt offended the god- 


dis, and arte inkamed of men, ⁊ odtous to the Romapnes, 


ſclaundzed of good folkes, and ecaimple to the yl! folkes: 
Sc.. and 
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and fynallp a traptour to mp father and mother, a bzeker 
of thy fapthe, and too me ſozowfull Boemia an vukyude 
louer. O malycious Marc, haſt thou not cutte me in lea⸗ 
yes, offerynge to mp father co kepe his vynes ſurely? Jil 
map the chekyn trufte the kyte, oz the lambes the wolues: 
t woꝛſe the to bꝛyng vp the doughters of the that be good, 
O curſed Marke, o domageable keper of vines hathe the 
matrones of Rome founde the, in kepynge thep: dough⸗ 
ters: J lweare, that there was neyther grape noz cluſter, 
but it was eaten o2 cut by the. Thou bydſt eate me beynge 
grene. J pꝛompſe the it hath ſette thy tethe on an yll edge. 
Thou ſayeſte, I ryped by power of heate and ſtrawe. It 
dyſpleaſeth me not ſo moche, that thou layeſt, as thou gy⸗ 
ueſt me occaſpon to ſaye to the. Thy ſhame is ſo ſhamefull, 
and thy malyce fo vnſhamefaſte, that J can not anſwere 
the too the pourpoſe, withoute hurtynge oz touchynge the 
quycke. J wolde wytte of the, whan thou marpedeſt Fau⸗ 
ſtyne, whether thou foundeſt her grene oz rype⸗Thou kno⸗ 
welt well, and lpkewyſe ſo do J, that other beſyde the, gau⸗ 
ged the veſſcil,and thou dꝛankeſt the lyes : other gathered 
the grapes, and thou gleynedſt the vpne: other dyd eate the 
grapes, and thou haddeſt the huſkes, © wycked Marke, 
beholde thyne cuylles , and howe the goddes haue gyuen 
the tuſte chaſtyſemente, that thou beynge ponge meritedſt | 
not to be deſpzed of thy louers,noz Þ thy wyues kepe feithe 
to the in thyne age. Foz to be aduenged of thy perſone, 1 
nede none other thynge, but to fe the maryed to Fauſtyne. 
By the mother Berecynthia J pꝛomyſe 8̊, that yf thy ſmall 
wyſedome myghte attapne to know entierly, what is aid 
of her and the in Rome, ſurelp, thou woldeſt wepe nyghte 7 
and day foz the lyke of Fauſtyn, and not leue the thought: | 
full Boemia. O Marc. lyttell thoughte is taken foz the, # | 
how fer is our vnderſtadyng vncoupled foz thy thoughz 
tes 
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tes bycauſe that with thy great doctryne by daye tyme thy 
houſe is made a ſchole of philoſophers, and the wanton⸗ 
neſſe ol thy wyfe Fauſtyne by nyghte, maketh it a boꝛdell 
of ruffiens, It is a iuſte iugement of the goddis, that ſith 
thyn onely malyce ſuffiſeth to poyſon many that be good, 
that one alone map ſuffyſe to vnbend a loſe thyn renoume, 
One difference there is betwene the and me, and thy wyfe 
Fauſtyne: foz my dedes are but in ſuſpecte, and yours are 
openly knowen in dede:mpne are ſecrete, and yours arc e- 
uident: Jhaue ſtobled, but ye haue fallen. Of one thynge 
alone J haue merited to be chaſtiſed, but pe haue deſerued 
no fozgyuenes : My diſhonour is deed with the faut, and 
is buried with myn amẽdement, but your inkamie is bozne 
with pour delyzes, and is bzoughte vp with pour wylles, 
and lyucth ſtyll with your werkes: finally therfoze youre 
infamie (hall neuer dye, koꝛ you lpued neuer well. O ma- 
lycious Marcus, with all that thou knoweſt, woteſt thou 
not, that foz loſynge of a good name, an yll fame is reco⸗ 
uered: and in the ende ok a good lyfe, begynneth a good 
faame : Thou ceaſſeſte not to ſap pile onely by ſuſpycpon, 
the whiche thy falſe iugementes ſhewe the: and yet thou 
woldeſt we ſhulde not ſpeake that we ſe with our etes , Oe 
one thynge be thou ſure, that nepther of the, noz of thy 
wyke Faultpne there is no falſe wytneſle: foꝛ the trouth ig 
ſo euident, that there nedeth not to inuent any lyes. Thou 
ſapit, that it is an olde quarel of amoꝛous ladies of Rome 
that in takinge fro many we are the poozeſte of all other: 
bicauſe we faile in credence, we are honoured foz ſyluer. 
It is of certapntie, that we myſtruſte the hollie bicauſe of 
his paickes, the acoznes. foꝛ his huſkes, the roſes among 
nettyls, and thy mouthe foz thy malyce Jhaue curtouſlye 
taken hede, that thou neuer ſayeſte well by women, noꝛ 1 
neuer could fynde, that any wolde the W ＋ hat great⸗ 
ui. ter 
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MARCVS 


ter cozrection ſhuld Jhaue of thy wyckednes, oz moze ven 
geance foz mpne inturtes,but to be certapne, that all the lo⸗ 
uynge ladyes of Rome are ſozy of thy lpfe, and wolde be 
gladde of thy deathe? The lyfe of that inan is wycked, that 
many bewaple, and in whoſe deathe euery body reioyſeth, 
It is the pꝛopertpe of pooze vnkynde perſons as thou art, 
to fozgette the great goodneſſe done to thepm, and to be ſo⸗ 
ty fo: the lyttell that they gyue. As moche as noble hartis 
glozitie them in gyuynge to other, ſo moche are they aſha=- |: 
med to receyue ſerupces vnrewarded, Foz tn gyuyng, they | 
make them ſelfe loꝛdes, and in recepuynge they are as ſcla- |! 
ucs. J wolde wytte what thou halt gyuen me, oz what thou |: 


haſte receyued of me: J haueaduentured my good name, 


and gyuen the poſſeſſpon of my perſonne : J haue made 
the lozde and mayſter of all my goodes : J haue banyſſhed | 
mp ſelke oute of my countrey, and putte mp ſelte in peryll |: 
onely fo thy lake: and in recompence of all this, thou re- |? 


pꝛocheſte me nowe of myſerye. Thou neuer gauefte me any |: 


thyng with thy good wyll, noꝛ J neuer recepued it wyllyng 
ly, noz it dyd me neuer pꝛokpte. Fl thynges recouer a name, 
not foꝛ the common warke that we ſee, but foz the lecrete 
intention with the whiche we wozke. And thou vnhappy 
man deſpꝛedſt me, not to eniope mp perſonne. but rather to 
haue my money. We ought not to call the a clere louer, but 
a thefe,x awyly ſee rouer. Þ had a lyttell rynge of the, whi⸗ 
che J am determyned to caſte into the ryuer, and the clo: | 
thynge that J had of the J haue bꝛente in the fyze. And yk 
that mp body were aizy thyng amended with the bꝛead that 
IJ haue eaten of thyne, J wolde cutte my fleſhe, and let out 
the blode without any feare. O curſed Marke, thy darke 
malyce wolde not ſuffre the clerelp to vnderſtande mp let⸗ 


ter: foꝛ I entended not to alke moneye, to releue my poo⸗ 


uertie and ſolytaryneſſe, but reknowledgynge thyn⸗ 
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kynge to ſatiſtye my wyllyng herte. Suche vapne and co⸗ 
uetous menne as thou arte thy ſelte, are pleaſed with gyf- 
tes, but the hartes incarnate in loue are Ipttell ſatyſ[fyed 
with ſyluer. Foz loue onely is papde with loue agapne, 
The manne that louethe not as a manne of reaſonne, but 
as a bzute beaſte, and the woman that loueth not but foz 
the intereſte of her perſone: luch ought not to be,truſted in 
theyz wozdes,no2 their perſones deſpzed. Foz the love of 
her endeth, whan the goodes faple: and the loue of hym, 
whan her beautic fayleth. If thy louc pꝛoceded onelye of 
the beautye of my face,and my loue onelp fo2 the money of 
thy pours; it were no ryghte; that we were callyd wyſe 
louers, but rather very nyce perſons, O wycked Marke, 
J neuer loued the foz thy goodes, though thou louedſt me 
fo: mp beautie:with all my herte J loued the than, à with 
all my harte J hate the now, Thou ſayeſt the goddis haue 
ſhewed me great pitie,to gyue me fewe chylderne, and co 
them many fathcrs. The greateft blame in women 1s to 
be vnſhamefaſte,and the moſte vylanie in inen is to be pll 
ſayers, Dpuers thinges ought to be ſuffred fo2 the fragilt 
tie of women, which are not-permytted in the wpſdome of 
men. J ſay this bycauſe J neuer ſawe temperaunce in the 
foz to couer thpne owne malyces, noz wyldome to excuſe 
the debilities of other, Thou ſapeſt that my ſonnes haue 
dyuers fathers. IJ ſweare vnto the, that though thou dye, 
the chylderne of Fauſtine ſhall not be fatherleſſe, Ind of 
trouthe if the goddis, as thou ſapeſt haue be pitiefull to 
mp chyldern no leſſe art thou to ſtrange childzen. Foꝛ Fau 
ſtyne kepeth the but to excuſe her blame, and to be tutour 
of her childzen O curſed Marc, thou mayſt well reioyce 4 
take no thoughte, fo thyn owne chyldꝛen haue noo nede 


to be maried. Foz oone thynge we are bounde, that is fo2 


the example, the whiche thou doeſte gyue of thy * | 
02 


MARCVS 
Fo: ſythe thou fuffreſt Fauſtyne in ſo many infamies, it is 
na grat nede that we ſuffre any ſecretes in the. J lape no 
moe at this tyme, makynge an ende of my letter, deſyzing 
the ende ok thy perſon, . | 


¶ A letter ſent by Marcus the emperour to Martine 
a vponge mayden of Rome, ot whom he was 
enamoured, ſeinge her at a wyndowe. 
The. roi. letter. 1 5 


=== Irke themperoure, the verpe deſpꝛous, to 

the Martpne greatly deſpꝛed. J wote not 
it by good aduenture of myn pll aduen⸗ 
dure, o by plladuenture of my good ad⸗ 


— 
p - 


* = yenture, J dyd ſee the of late at a wyn⸗ 
dow, where as thou heldeſt thyn armes 
Ads cloſe as mpne eien were ſpꝛed abzode 
that curſed be they koꝛ euer. Foz in beholdyng thy face, my 
harte fozthwith abode with the as pꝛyſoner. The begyn⸗ 
nynge of thy knowlege is the ende of my reaſon, and fe- 
lynge of flyght. Ok one trauaple cometh infinite trauay- 
les to me, J ſay it foꝛ this, it I had not ben ydell, I had not 
gone out of mp howſe, and pf J hadde not gone out of my 
howſe J had not gone oute into the ſtretes, and pk Þ had 
not paſſyd thzough the ſtrete, I hadde not lene the at thy 
wyndowe, and pf J hadde not ſene the at thy wyndowe, Z 
had not deſyꝛed thy perſone:and not deſy2yng thy perſon, 
FJ had not put thy name in ſo great perylle,noz my lyfe in 
trauayle,noz had gyuen none occaſion in al Rome to ſpeke 
of vs. Of a trouth lady Martine in this caſe J condemne 
my ſelfe,ſyth Þ wolde beholde the. And thou woldeſt be ſa⸗ 
luted, ſyth thou deſpzedlſt to be ſene. And ſith thou were let 
as à whyte marke, it was no great inauaylle that 445 
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with the arowes ok myne eyes at the buttes of thy beauty, 
with rollyng eyes, with bꝛowes bent, well colowred face, 
incarnate tethe, ruddy lyppes, cryſpe heares, handes ſ[ctte 
with rynges, clothed with a. M. maner ok clothynges, 
bearyng purſes full of ſwete ſmelles, and bꝛacelettes full 
of knackes, with perles and ſtones at the eares , Tell me 
what becometh of a woman, with theſe thynges, that wyll 
ſhewe her ſelfe at a wyndowe ? The mooſt cauſe ts, that 
I can eſteme oz thinke therin, that ſpth you do ſhewe pour 
bodies openly to vs at the eve, that youre wyll is, that we 
ſhulde knowe pour deſpzes ſecretelp. Ind pk it be ſo, as J 
alfirme, that it is lo, it ſemeth me madame Matrine. thou 
ſhuldeſt deſpze hym that delyꝛed the. to enkourme him that 
ſercheth the, to anſwere him that calleth the, 4 kele that he 
feleth : intende to hym that intendeth to the: and ſythe J 
vnderſtande the, vnderſtande me and vnderſtande ſpthe 
thou doeſt not vnderſtande. J am aduyſed, as Þ went by 
the ſtrete Falar ia to ſe theues putte to iuſtyce, myne even 
ſawe the at a wyndowe, on whome dependeth all my de⸗ 
ſires. Thou doeſt moꝛe iuſtyce to me, then J do to the the⸗ 
ues:foꝛ J beyng at iuſtyce.thou haſte iuſticied the iuſtyce. 
and none dare peyne the. The gybette is not ſo cruell to 
them that neuer knew but yl doing as thou art to me that 
neuer thought, but howe F myghte doo the ſeruyce. The 
theues ſuffre but one veath , and thou makeſte me to ſuffre 
a. M. in a daye. In one houre the theues lyues are ended, 
and J dye euery mynute: I dꝛawe towarde death wꝛong⸗ 


fully, and they luffre fo2 they; fautes: J ſuffre an innocent 


they openlp, and J in ſecrete. What ſhal J ſaye moze to 
ther ol trouthe they wepte watry dꝛoppes with thep; eyes 
bycauſe they dye, and J wepe teares of bloud in my harte. 
bycauſe I lyue. This is the dyfference, theyz tourmentes 
ſpꝛedeth abzode though al their — kepe myne 

't toge- 


MARCYS 


together in my hart, O Cruell Matrine, J canne not telle 
what iuſtyce it is to put men to dethe that ſteale money, c 
ſuffre women to lpue that robbe mennes hartes: It theyz 
eares be cut of, that pycke mens purſes, why are women 
than pardoned, that robbe mens in warde hartes and en⸗ 
traples? By thy noblenes J pꝛaye the, and by the goddefle 
Venus J conture the, eythcr anſwere to iny deipze,oz elles 
reſto2e my harte agapne, whiche thou haſte robbed fro me. 
J wolde thou kneweſt the clere fapthe of my harte, rather 
than this letter wzitten with mp hande. If myn adventure 
were ſo good as to ſpeke with the, and that thy loue were 
not aſhamed therot. J wolde hope with the lyght a ſpeche 
to wynne that that Jam in ſuſpecte to leſe hy my letter. 
The reaſon is, bycauſe thou hereſte my ylle and rude rea⸗ 
ſons redynge iny letter. Ind yf thou ſaweſt me, thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt ſee the cruell teates that J offre to the by my lyfe. J 
wolde my mouth coulde publyſſhe myne enraged euplles, 
as my hart feleth, than J ſwere to the lady Matrine. that 
my greyous dolour ſhulde a wake thy ſmall thought. And 
as thy beauty # myne affection haue made me thine owne: 
ſo the knowlege of my paſſion ſhuld make the mine. J de 
ſyꝛe that thou ſhuldeſt regarde the begynnynge,and ther⸗ 
with regarde the ende. Certapnly the lame daye that thou 
enpꝛylonedſt my harte at thy wyndowe, in the doungeon 
of my deſyzes, I had no leſſe weakeneſſe to be ouercome 
thanne thou haddeſte fozce to conſtrapne me. And moꝛe 
greatter is thy power to putte thy ſcifc from me, than my 
reaſon is to puttemefrothe, J aſke no mercye of the, but 
that we myghte declare oure wylies togy ther . But in 
this caſe what wylte thou that J ſhuld ſay, but that thou 
haſt ſo mach power ouer me. and J ſo lytel of my lybertie, 
that wyll J. nyll J, iny hart cannot be but thyne: And hit 
bepnge thyne, thou mayſte, and wylte not declare thy ſelfe 
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| AVRELI1VS. 162 
to be mine. And ſith it may not be. but that my lyfe muſt be 
condemned in thy ſerupce, be thou as ſure of my fayth as 
Jam doubtefull of thy hope: Foz J ſhall haue a greatcer 
welthe to be jolt foz thy ſake, thanne to wpnne any other 
thynge. J wyll ſaye no moze atte thys tyme, but that thou 
accompte mp perditton and deathe, and dzawe thy lyfe of 
my teares into open iope. Ind bycaule that J holde my 
fayth in thy fayth, and wyll neuer dylpayze in thy hope, J 
ſende to the. x.lyttell rynges of golde, with. r. ſtones of A⸗ 
lexandw. And J comure the by the immoꝛztall goddis,that 
whan thou doeſt put theym on thy fyngers, thou leite me 
in thyn harte and entraples. Marcus amoꝛous wote this 
with his olone hande. 


¶ In other letter ſent by Marc the emperous 
to the ſapde gentyll woman Matrine. 
¶ The. x viii.letter. 


Ark habitant at Rome, to the Matrine 
his righte (wete enemy. J call theſwete, 
| kot it is iuſte that J dye foz the. And J 

cal the enemp, bycauſe thou makeſte not 
an ende to le me. I cannot tell wherim it 
eis, but ſith the feaſte of Jano hitherto, F 
— haue wypten thꝛe letters to the. Ind to 5 
anſwere of them. J wold that J had ſene two letters from 
the, yf it were thy pleaſure. It that J ſerue the thou wol⸗ 
deſt that I ſhulde not ſerue: ik Iſpeke, thou wilt not ſpeke 
tome, if I loke at the, thou wylte not beholde me:ik J call 
the, thou wylte not anſwere: ik J viſite the, thou wylte not 
le me:it I watte to the, thou wylt gyue me none anlwere,. a 
woꝛſt of all, f other do ſhewe the of mp dolonrs, thou ma⸗ 
keſt but a mocke therof. Ind pk J had as moch knowlege, 
Tt. ii. were 
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where to compleyne to the, as thou haſte power to remedy 

the playntyfe, my wyſcdome ſhoulde no leſſe be pꝛayſed a⸗ 
monge wple men, than; thy beauty is amonge kooles . J 

pꝛay the hartely regarde not the contratieties of inp rea⸗ 
ſons, but regarde the fapthe of my wepynges, the whiche 

in wytnes of my pepnes J do gyne vnto the. J wotte not 

what good may come to the of my harmes:noꝛ what wyn⸗ 

nynge ol my loſſe thou ſhuldeſte hope to gette: noz what 
ſuertpe of my peryl thou ſhuldeſt attayne vnto: no2 what 
pleaſure of my dyſpleaſure thou mayſt haue. Þ haue had 
aunſwere of mp meſſenger, that withoute redynge of my 
letters, thou haſte with thy Handes tozen theym all to pie⸗ 
ces. It ought to ſuffyſe the to thynke, that my perſon were 
hewen in quarters, vet J wolde thou haddeſt tedde thele 
ſmall lynes lady Matryne koꝛ by thein thou ſhuldeſt haue 
ſene,howe my thoughtes were troubled, ye women are lo 
extreme, that fo2 Þ faute ot one man. a womã wyll cbpleyn 
of all other men in generall, ſo that ve be cruel fo2 one par⸗ 


ticular cauſe , Openly pe pardone all mens Ipucs, and in 


ſecrete ye pzocure euety mans dethe. J eſteme it nothynge 
dame Matrine that thou haſt done: but J lament me of 
that thou demaundeſt Ualirius thy nepghboure to ſape 
to me. One thynge J wolde thou haddeſt in mcmoz2ye and 
not fo:got, and that is, ſyth that mp lybertye is ſo ſmalle, 
and thy power fo greate,bycauſe J beynge all holly myne 
owne, J am tourned to be thyne, that thou ſhuldeſt thinke 
that whan thou woldeſt iniuty me, thou ſhuldeſt do mooſt 
iniurie to thy lelfe, lythe that by the J dye, as thou by me 
doeſt lyue. In this yll purpoſe perſcuer not. fo: thou doeſt 
aduenture the lyke of vs bothe. Thou damneſt thy condy⸗ 
tion, and deſtroyeſt my helthe, and finally thou muſt come 
to the medicine. Foꝛgyue me dame Mattine. yl J ſape any 
malyce to the, that is I knowe that ye women delyze one 


thing 
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thynge, and kepe vs in dꝛede, that it ſhoulde not come by 
her thought. Thou were wont to be well conditioned, and 
at leaſte though thou doeſt not put it in vre, pet thou haſte 
the kame therof, and an auncyent fame oughte not be lefte 
fo: a newe vnkyndnes. Thou knowelt well, what contra⸗ 
rpneſſe dothe vngentylneſſe to the vertues in vertuous 
houſes.and thou canſte not be called vertuous, but if thou 
be gentyl ond courteyſe. There is no greater vakyndnes 
than to loue her that loueth not me, that J vyſyte the. and 
thou viliteſte not me, that I ſpeake to the, and thou ſpea⸗ 
keſt not to me is nothing. that J knowlcge,p,x thou wilte 
not know me is nothyng though J wepe and thou laugh 
is nothynge, thoughe J demaunde, and thou denpeſte is 
nothynge:thoughe thou owe me, and neuer paye, pet it is 
nothyng, but where as J loue the, and thou not me, is a 
great thyug. That thing that can not be dyſſymuled with 
the eyes. noz the harte (uffre; all the vices amonge moztall 
creatures, it is reaſon that they be foꝛgyuen, bycauſe they 
are commptted by nature, ſaue onely the vnloupng of wo⸗ 
men, and the vnkyndnelle of men, whiche are vyces com⸗ 
mytted of malyce. Ind dyuers leruyces by me doone to 
the, and moche moze that J haue to do hereafter, thou 
Matrine mayſt all onely paye me with one thing, J pꝛape 
the refuſe nat to gyue me tremedye. ſyth J haue not offered 
me in the peryll. It thou ſape, that Patroclus thy ſpou'e 
hath the pꝛopꝛetye ouer the, yet at leaſte receaue me to the 
pꝛofe, and I ſhall pzetende polieiſpon of the. Ind in this 
wple in the vaynegloꝛy to be thyne. ſhal couer the dotmnage 
not to be myne. Thoumakeſt me to meruaple ſoꝛe, how fo2 


| ſo ſmall a mercy and rewarde thou canſte ſuffet ſuche im⸗ 
poztumtielo longe.Foz certaptie many thinges we grant 


to an impoꝛtunate manne, the whyche are not graunted 
to a temperate man. t thou hopeſt to ouercome me Was 
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trine, J holde my felfe vanquyſched: pf thou wylt lo ſe 
me. I holde me fo: loft:yf thon wylt ſle me, peld my ſelfe 
as deade. Fo by the geſture that J make afoze thy gate, 
and the ſyghes that J make in myn owne houſe. are great 
Ip myne to reſyſte. and the greuous alſaute of the, be edy⸗ 
Fyces moze to ſommondethe, thanne to defende the life. If 
thou wylte that F ſcape this daunger, deny me not theres 
medy, bycauſe it ſhalbe a greater vice in the to ſle me, than 
vilanp to gyue me temedy. And it were no tuſte thynge fo 
fo fins! a pꝛiece to loſe the fayth of ſo gret ſeruyce. F wote 
not what to do. to make the mp debtour, and thou to pape 
me. Ind pet woꝛſte of all. I wote not what to do;tio2 what 
to thinkeno; to lap, noʒ to whom to determpne me, becauſe 
I can not aſſute any pꝛokyte in me, but to be certapne in 
thy ſertyces.. And bicaufe thou doſte truſte him that hath 
done this meſſage, by hym J do lend this open letter, and 
my ſecrete aunſwere F do lende the a iewell of perles, and 
a beſand ot gold. To the goddis J do commende the. And 
F requpꝛe the foꝛ to receiue it with as good a wyl as J do 
p:eſcnte it vuto the. Marc the ozatour to the ryghte hono⸗ 
rable Matrine. 


JI lettre ſent by Mart the emperonr to pz 
bia a fapꝛe lady Romane. 


¶ The. xix. letter. 


Four Arke ful of ſoꝛowe and penſpfenes, totheLt- 
bia takynge but lyttell thought oz care; yfthy 
mall thought paſſed any thyng on me,x alſo 

it my troubles & dolours were lodged a dyd 
=n== reſt in 5ᷣ.thã thou ſhuldeſt perceyue ct fe howe 
ſmel the quarel were, þ which J make to the, in relpecte — 
the 
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che tourment that J do ſuffre, yt the blaſpnge flames il⸗ 


ſued oute. as the fpzed bzondes do bꝛenne me within, the 
ſmoke wolde reche to the heuens, and make ymbzes of 
the erthe : yf thou doeſt well remembze the fyꝛſt tyme that 
I ſawe the in the temple of che virgins Ueſtales,thou be⸗ 
pige there pꝛaydſte the goddis fo2 thy lelfe, and Jon my 
knees pꝛaped thefoz mp ſelfe. Jknowe well thou offredſt 
hon and oyle to the goddis, and J oikred tothe ſooze we⸗ 
pynges and ſyghes. It is a iuſte thynge to gyue moe to 
hym that offreth his in warde entraples, than to hym that 
dꝛaweth money out of his purſe to offre. J haue determt⸗ 


ned and dyſpoſed me, to wꝛite to the this letter. that thou 
ſhuldeſt ſe howe thou art ſeryed with the arowes of myne 


eies. that were ſhotte at the whyte of thy ſeruyces . Alas, 
how ſozowfull am J to thynke, Icaſt the calme tyme now. 
doth thꝛeten me with the tempeſt to come. J wyll ſaye that 


diſtoue in the cauleth the hope doubtkull in ine. Beholde 

what myſaduenture J had loſt a letter. and J as J tetour 
ned to the temple to (ce foz it. hadde nere loſte my ſelfe. 
in goyng thyther lo often. cõſyderyng mp (mal merite. J le 
well, that myne eyes the ladders of my hope are ſet on ſoo 


hye a walle, that no leſſe is the doubte of iy fall, than the 
daunger ol the clymmynge vppe, Thou bowynge downe 


the leaues ol thy hyghe merytes, haſte bzoughte me to the 


pointe ot coutynuall ſeruyce. Lette me haue the frute and 


gyue the leaues to whome thou wylte. By the immoꝛtalle 


goddts.F haue great meruayle foꝛ ſuvely J thought that 


in the temple of the Vy2gins Ueſtales, no manne ſhoulde 


haue had temptations , But as nowe J doo fynde by cx- 
perience, that that woman is moꝛe lyberall, and ſooner o⸗ 
uercome,that is faſt and ſtrattcly kepte and watched. than 
other. Al the coꝛpoꝛal domages are fyꝛſt hard of, ex they be 
bnowen, and knowen er they be ſene, and ſene er they be 
feite 
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kelte, and felte, er they be taſted, yet it is not ſo in loue. Foz 
fy:ſt they kele the ſtroke therok, er they lee the way howe it 
tommeth. The lyghtnynge is not lo ſodepne, but it is ene 
afoze the thonder clappe, noz the wal falleth not ſo ſodeyn 
lv, but fyꝛſte ſome ſtones bꝛeake aſonder, no2 the colde cos 
meth not ſo faſte on, but ſome (mall ſhegerynges cometh 
befoze: rutallonely loue is not felte tyll it be ſetled in the 
entrayles. Let euery man knowe it that knowe it not, and 
thou lady Libie yt thou wylt, knowe: Loue ſlepeth whan 
we wake, and waketh whan we ſlepe, and laugheth whan 
we wepe. and wepeth whan we laughe: it aſſurethe in ta⸗ 
kyng. and taketh in aſſurpng: Ind ſpeaketh whan we be 
ſtyll. and is ſtyll whan we ſpeke: And fynally it is of that 
condition, that foz to gyue bs that we deſyze, it cauſeth vs 
to lyue in pepne. Jſweare to the, whan my wyll became 
thy ſeruaunte, and thy beautpe cauled, that thon were my 
lady, whan J was in the temple and returned againe thy⸗ 
ther, not deſyꝛynge the, thou beheldeſte me, and J as vn⸗ 
happy loked on the. But O what a thoughte came to me. 
that my harte beynge hole, thou haſte deupded, beynge in 
helthe thou haſte hurte, beyng alyue thou haſte ſlayne, be⸗ 
ing myne thou haſte ſtolen tt, and that woꝛſt of all is, not 
helpynge to my lyfe, thou conſenteſte that loue aſſayle me 
to the dethe. Many tymes lady Libia conſyderynne that 
al my thoughtes ben hygh,and my foztune lowe, J wolde 
haue ſeperate my ſelfefro the. But conſyderynge that my 
trauaples are well applyed in thy ſeruyces, J ſay thoughe 
I myght, J wyll not be ſeperate fro the. J wyll not denye 
one thynge, and that is. that curſed loue taketh awaye the 
taſte of all thynges. and yet tyerby alonly it gyueth vs ap 
petite, the whiche gyueth vs muche yll pꝛofyte. This is 
the pzofe of him that loueth hartily. Foꝛ one dyſfauour of 
hym that is beloued, is moze then all the fauour of — 
wie 
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Iyfe. Ithynke lady Libia thotrart gretly abaſhed to ſe me 
outwarde as a philoſopher, and to knowe me inwal de a 
ſecrete louer. I p;aye the Libra dyſcouer me not: Foꝛyt 
that the goddis gyue me longe lyke, Jam mynded fozto 
amende. And thoughe J be at this howre but a ponge 
foole in the arte of cue, whan J am olde J (hall de wple: 
the goddis knowe what J delyze, and the foꝛce that Þ do 
enfozce me to:but as the fleſlje is wcake, and the hart ten⸗ 
der, and hath many occaſyons and fcwe vettucs, and the 
wo2ldeſubtyll, and the people malitious. J paſſe this be- 
gynnynge and ſpꝛing of flourcs, with hope that in hatueſt 
I ſhall haue ſome frupte. Dame Libtia doeſt thou thinke 
that philoſophers thoughe they were neuer lo ſage, be not 
ſtryken with the crueltyes of loue 7 and that vnder they? 
courſe clothes, their fleſheis not (mother Certainly among 
the harde bones ſofte fleſhe ts bꝛed, vnder the harpe hul⸗ 
kes the cheſinutte is nouryſſhed. J ſaye that vnder courſe 
appa rell is true and pertyte ſoue. I deny not but that our 
ſlacke nature reſyſteih not with vertues : noz J denye not. 
but there be yonge wanton deſyzes not repꝛeſſed with ver⸗ 
tuous purpoſes: I deny not, but that the bytte of youthe 
is not refrapned with the bzydell of reaſon: J denye not, 
but that that the fleſhe pꝛocureth, is dyuers tymes with⸗ 


ſtande by wyſedome. Ind alſo J knowlege well, that he 


tha rs not amo20u%, us a foole , And thou knowelte,that 
thoughe we be wyke , we leaue not therfoze to be men. All 
that euer welerne in all our lyues ſuffpleth not to knowe 
bowe to rule the klelhe one howze. To wyle men in this 
cale hath fallen many errours: there be many mapſters 
in vertues and many moo hathe bene, and pet they haue 
bene ouercome with byces ; wherfoze than doeſt thou mer 
uaple of me alone? I confelle of trouthe,that 3 had ne- 
uer myne vnderſtandpnge lo clere, as whan Cupide 1 
ne 
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ned winde on me with his winges. There was neuer none 
vnto my tyme that euer was noted wyſe, bat fyꝛzſt he was 
a pꝛiſoner a bound with the loue of Cupide. Gratian was 
amo;ous on Tampꝛʒ: Solon Salaminus gyuer of the la⸗ 
wes , was amozous of Grecpane: Pitacus Mitelenus 
lefce his owne wife, and was enamozed of a bond woman, 
that he bzoughte from the warres. Cleobulus of Carta 
whan he was ful. lxx.pere olde, and had redde phyloſophp 
xlv.yere, ſcalyunge the houſe of his neyghbour , felle of the 
ladder and dped. crtander pꝛynce of Acape, and a greate 
philoſopher of Gtece, at d pzaper of one of his louers flew 
his wyfe. Anachatſis a philoſopher a Scithian of his fa- 
ther (pde, and g greke of his mothers ſpde, was lo enamoz 
red of ag woman of Thebes, that he taught hy: all his cun⸗ 
nynge: and whan he was ſycke in his bedde, ſhe redde in 
the ſchole foz hym. Epimenides of Crete, that ſlepte.xb. 
yeres without waking. and though he was. r. yete a great 
woꝛſhypper ot the goddts, pet he was banyſſhed from A⸗ 
thenes koz the loue of women. Archita Tarentyn, map⸗ 
ſter of Plato. and dyſcyple of Pythagoꝛas, occupyed his 
mynde moꝛe to inuente the kyndes of loue, than his foꝛtes 


trouth he oughte to haue many thynges, that wplle be tar 
ken as curpous in loue. De multe haue his eien dplplaped 
on her that he louethe, his buderſtandynge ſore altered in 
that be thynketh, his kong troubled in that he chulde (ayes 
So that in lepng he be blynde, in thoughtes wandzpng 
and in (pekynge krohbled.Oladp Libta, the pagan 
mocke⸗ 
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mockerie paſſeth by mockerp: but where as the true harte 
ts, there is the grefe and no mockerye. Loue ſhedeth her 
poyſone, and cruell Cupido fyxeth his arrowes vppe to 
the fethers . Than the eyen wepe, the herte ſyghethe the 
fl eſſhe trymbleth, the ſynewes ſhꝛynke, the under ſtan⸗ 


dynge wareth groſſe, reaſon fayleth, and ſo all falicth to 


the crthe, ſo that fynally the heup louer abydynge in hym 
ſelfe,holdethe lyttell oz nothynge of hym ſelfe. All this J 
ſay, bicauſe that knowlege to loue fayleth in me: yet be pe 
ſure that the woꝛkes fayle me not to wozke in thy ſetupce. 
And ſyth it was myne aduenture to ſe the, nowe it is mp 
chaunce to knowe the, J demaunde nothpnac elles of the, 
but that thou wylte loue me truelp, ſpthe Jloue the with⸗ 
oute faynpnge, and yf thou haſte harde that J am ſycke 


at my harte, I deſyze the to do me fome good: fo2 ſythe it 


is all onely in the, it is reaſon that thou all onely ſeke foz 
remedy . I was greatly comfozted, whan Fabius Carly- 
nus deſyzed me in thy behalfe to be a pꝛyloner, and J dyd 


incontynent all that thou dyddeſt delyze, to the entent that 


thou on ſome day ſhuldeſt do that J deſyze. Ind beholde 
lady Lpbpa, the woman that is ſerued with ſeruyces, it is 
reaſonne that ſhe receyue ſome pꝛapets. Ind thoughe my 
ſtrengthes haue no po wer to open the gates ot thy pour⸗ 
poſe, as not to agree to thy demaunde: pet all my labours 


be bycauſe ot thy renoume . I p2aye the dyſcouet not the 
one noꝛ begyle me not with the other. Foz nowe thou ſeeſt 
that in grauntynge is remedy and in truſte is comfozte, 


but pꝛomeſſe is decepuable, the delapenge is peryllous, 
and the entreatynge bpndeth. lee verye welle, that the 
haſty demaunde. deſeruerh a longe anſwere: but J wolde 
not that thou ſhuldeſt do ſoo: but as J deſyre the, ſoo de⸗ 
ſyꝛe me. J ſape agayne, J am all thyne, and not myne 
owne. And as foz mp leife iu all thynges I wyll ſerue the. 
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And lady Libta regarde,thatit were as moche honour fo? 
the, as p:ofytablefo2 me, to tourne thy dyſoꝛdynate delſp⸗ 
res and pourpoles. Foz thou ſeeſt well it is moch better to 
heale ſho;tly than to late with faplynge of thy pourpoſe. 
All women kepe one daungerous opynyon, that is, they 
wyll neuer recepue councell that is gyuen them in a great 
cauſe: and yt it beſo, as Ithynke, ſythe thou arte pzaiſcd 
and eſtemed of greate beautye, than be eſtemed to recepue 
good councell. Ind inthis maner in caſe that my domage 
be very greate. and thy pacience very lyttell, I hal becal⸗ 
led wyſe to gyue the ſuche councell, and thou tyghte gra⸗ 
tious to folowe it. One thynge J ſape, and pardone me, 


though J thee it to the, howe that women be greatly in 


famed , that wylle take no councell, and ſuche as wyll al⸗ 
ſure thepz renowme by the oppnyon of other, as moche as 
though they ere determpned lo todo they; ſelfe. Wher⸗ 
foze J woide pr old do one thyng fo2another,as J coſũ⸗ 
ſaple you. And yf thou fyndeſt any ylle therby, withdzawe 
thy hande. J wyltl ſaye no moze to the, but that J do pꝛe⸗ 
ſente to the al my vnhappy troubles. my deſperateſyghes, 
and my ſetuytes as thy ſeruaunt: My troubledSolours, 
mp wozdes of phylofophy, and my amoꝛous tcares. Alſo 
Fſende the a gyꝛdelle of golde, and J gpue it the an the 
condition. that thou ſette thyne eyes theton, and apply thy 
harte to me. I p2ay the goddis to gyue me to the, and the 
to me. Marcus utelius the philoſopher wꝛyteth this in 

vety great ſecrete. = Pl CTY, 
FTHvS ENDETH THE. GOLDEN boke of the 
eloquent Marc Jurelte emperour: who ſo euer be reder 
thereot᷑ maye take it by reaſon, foꝛ a tyche and a newe la⸗ 
bout, and ipecyally pzyncys and gouernours of the com⸗ 
mon welthe. and mynyſters of iuſtyce with other. Alſo the 
common people cche of theym map fynde the labour — 
| 5 ucnycar 


Greke into Latin, and out of Latin intoCaſtilian, 


meate is the ſentences bf this boke : But fyna!ly 


R 7; { 8 * vs. 
uenient to they: cate. 


les, and matueplous deuyſes ageynſt thencambꝛaunce of 
foztune: and right ſwete conſolations fo2 them that are o⸗ 
uerthꝛowen by foꝛtune. Finally it is good to them that di⸗ 
geſte it. and thanke god that hath gyuen ſuche grace to a 
papnym in gyupnge vs example of vertuous lyupnge, 
with hye and ſalutary doctrynes and maruaplous inſtru- 


ctions of perfectnes. Certainly as great pꝛayſe as oughte 


to be gyuen to the auctoure, is to be gyuen to the tranſl 
tours, that haue laboꝛyouſly reduced this treatyce 


of Caſtilian into French. and out of Frenc 
wziten in high and ſwete tyles-Wrpyght hap 
ſythe that ſuche-frupteis yſſued thero. And al 
be the handes that haue wꝛytten hit. I rygHte! _ 
auce 
of the ſayd ſwete ſtyle moueth the appetyte . any bokes 
there be of (ubſtancial meates, but they be ſo rude and 
ſo bnlatterp,and the ſtyle of ſo mall grace, that the 
fyꝛſte moꝛcell is lothſome and noyfull : Ind of 
ſuche bokes koloweth to lye hole and ſound 
inLybzartes, but F truſte this wylle 
not. Ok trouthe great pꝛapſe is 
| ducto the auctour of his 
trauaylle. And ſyth 
there can be no 
grace equt- 


polent 
in erthe.leftc vs pave to god to 
gpue him grace ⁊ rewarde 
in heuen. AMEN, 


Graces to god. 
FINIS. 


dtherin is contepned cettayne. 3 
right hygh and pꝛokounde ſcntences, and hollom counlel ! 


et en ů os — 


ccm cede the bolume of Marke Aurelie, empe⸗ 
- "Tour, otherwyſe called the golden boke ,tranſlated oute ol 
Frenche into Englyſche by Jhon Bourchter knyghte 
loʒde Barners, deputye general of the kynges 
towne ot Caleis and marches of the ſame, 
at the inſtant deſpꝛe of his nephewe lp; 
Francis Bzyan knyghte, ended 
at Caleys the tenth day of 
Marche. in the pere 
of the Reygne 
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